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SPEECHES 


IN THE IMTEAOHIIENT Or 

WAEREN HASTINGS. 


FKIDAY, SOTS MAY, 1704. 

SECOND DAT OF EEPLT. 


(Mb. Bheke.) 

' Mr Loeds, — On the last day of the sitting of this court, 
when I had the honour of appearing before you by the order 
of my fellow-managers, I stated to you their observations and 
my own upon two great points ; one the demeanour of the 
prisoner at the bar during nis trial, and the other the princi- 
ples of his defence. I compared that demeanour with the 
behaviour of some of the greatest men in this kingdom, who 
have, on account of their offences, been brought to your bar, 
and who have seldom escaped your lordships’ justice. I put 
the decency, humility, and propriety of the most distinguished 
men’s behaviour in contrast with the B];iameles3 effrontery of 
this prisoner, who has presumptuously made a recriminatory 
charge against the House of Commons, and answered their 
impeachment by a counter-impeachment, explicitly accusing 
them of malice, oppression, and the blackest ingratitude. 

My lords, I next stated that this recriminatory charge con- 
sisted of two distinct parts, injustice and delay. To the in- 
justice we are to answer, by the nature and proof of the 
charges which we have brought before you ; ana to the de- 
lay, my lords, we have answered in another place. Into one 
oi the consequences of the delay, the ruinous expense which 
VOL. via. ' B 
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the pneoncr complaltw of, wo hore de»ircd your lordship* to 
mnke on inqiuiy, and haro refeirod you to fact* and mt- 
nmee, which wfll rctnore thi* port of the charge. 

regard to ingratitude, there will be a proper tfmf fop 
animadrornQn on thi* charge. For in contidenng the ment* 
* that are intended to be act oiT agam»t hi* errae*, w© ■l^TI 
hare to mto the natnro of thoao ment*, and to at* 

eortam bow iar they are to operate, cither a* the prisoner 
dengna they shall operate m hi* ftronr, as pretumptiTO 
pro(^ that a man of toch merit* conld not be gnil^ of such 
enme*, or a* a aort of set-o? to be pleaded in mitigation of 
hi* offencea. In both of the*o lignt* we thall connder hU 
scmcea, and in thi* concdemlton wo ihall determine the 
jnstice of hi* charge of fagratltudo. 

Jly lord*, we bare brought the domeanmiT of the priioner 
before yon for another rcaion. We are deairou* that yonr 
lordihip* mar be enabled to fttlmatc, from the prood pre< 
■umptira and oudaaty of the cruninal at your bar, wb^ be 
itond* before tbo moct awful tribunal in the world, acenaed 
br a body rg p retontlng no len than tbo eacred roire of bl* 
urastrr— what fao moat hare bees wh«n placed In the *e«t 
of pnde and power What moat hare been tbe insolence 
of that man toward* the nathr* of India, who, when ca^ 
here to aniwcr for eoo r mou* crime*, preanme* to behaTp,not 
with the firmncM of inaoeonce, but with tho audacity and 
har^eas of gnflt P 

It may be ncceeaary that I sboold recall to your lordihips* 
recdleebaa tbo pnnaple* of the accmalion and of the oe* 
fence Tottr loruhipa will beer in mmd, that the matter* 
of fact are all either eottled by eonfenkm or conriction, and 
that the qucftioo now before you » no longer on iiiuo of 
fret, but an i**ao of law Tbo quwtion i*, what degree of 
ment or dement yon are to awi^ by law to actions which 
bare been laid before you, and tborr truth acknowledged 
Tbo principle being wtabUihed, that you are to deeWe upon 
an isaue at law, we examined l^what law tbo prisoner ought 
to bo tned , and wo prefermf a elafin which wo do no* so- 
lemnly prefer, and whfch wo trust your kndihip* will concur 
with ■a*i‘nnlan£ah\t»rm’olatwmto«U4AUh;a«frsmf3uaded 
upon tbe greot truths, that all power U limited by la*, and 
ought to » guided by discretion and not by arbitrary will i 
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— that all discretion must he referred to the conservation and 
benefit of those over whom power is exercised ; and therefore 
must he guided hy rules of sound political morality. 

"We next contended, that, wherever existing laws were 
apphcahle, the prisoner at your bar was hound by the laws 
and statutes of this kingdom as a British subject ; and that,^ 
whenever he exercised authority in the name of the Com- 
pany, or in the name of his Majesty, or under any other 
name, he was bound by the laws and statutes of this king- 
dom, both in letter and spirit, so far as they were applica- 
ble to him and to his case ; and above all, that he was 
bound by the act to which he owed his appointment, in all 
transactions "with foreign powers, to act according to the 
known recognised rules of the law of nations ; whether 
these powers were reallj or nominally sovereign, whether 
they were dependent or mdependent. 

The next point which we established, and which we now 
call to your lordships’ recollection, is, that he was boimd to 
proceed according to the laws, rights, laudable customs, 
privileges, and franchises of the coirn^ tWt he governed; and 
we contended that to such laws, rights, privileges, and iran 
chises, the people of the country had a clear and just claim. 

Having established these points as the basis of Mr. Hast- 
ings’s general power, we contended that he was obliged by 
the nature of his relation, as a servant to the Company, to be 
obedient to their orders at all times ; and particularly where 
he had entered into special covenants regarding special articles 
of obedience. These are the principles by which we have 
examined the conduct of this man, and upon which we have 
brought him to your lordships’ bar for judgment. This is 
our table of the law. Tour lordshiQs shall now be shown 
the table by which he claims to be judged ; but I will first 
beg your lordships to take notice of the utter contempt 
with which he treats aU our acts of parliament. Speaking 
of the absolute sovereignty which he would have you be- 
lieve is exercised by the princes of India, he says, “ The 
sovereignty which they assumed, it fell to my lot very ma- 
expectedly to exert, and whether or not such power or 
powers of that nature were delegated .to me by any pro- 
visions of any act of parliament, I confess myself too bttle 
of a lawyer to pronounce,” and so on. This is the manner 
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m which he treeti xc act of parhiusnit 1 Iq the t^xee of 
octe of porliaiDont be rubititatei his own srbitmy will TTifi 
he eoQtendi u the >ole law of the conntiy he gorerned, u 
laid down in what be caBa the ubitrarj inxtitotea of Ohmgea 
KhAc and Tamerlane. Thia erMtmj will bo elaimt, to tit# 
txclaaion of the Gentoo law, the Mahomedan law, and the law 
of hia own eouulrj. He olatina the nght of rrmlmg his own 
will the tele nile of hu gorrmment. and jnatiflet the exercise 
of thti power 'bj the examples of Alirerm Oosaun Ali 
KhAn, X)Wlah Khin, and all thoso Khina who hare 
rebelled agaxoat their m asters, snd desolated the coontnes inh> 
Iccted to tWr rxile. This, mr lords, u the law which he has 
laid down for bimself, and these are the examples which ho 
has exprettl/ told the Hooae of Commons be fa resolred to 
follow These examples, my lords, and the principles with 
which they are connected, mtbout anj softening or mltiga* 
tion, he has prescribed to jou as the rale bj which hn eon* 
duct n to be Judged. 

Aiiother prvidple of the pnsooer ». that wbenem tbo 
Coapanj’s sSatis ere m distress, eren wb«D that distress pro* 
eeeds from hta own prodigslitj, mttmanagemn)t,or co mi pnon, 
he has a right to tako for the CoiDpsn 3 rs benefit pnrateljrin 
his own name, with tbo foturo applicatkn of it to their use 
Tcscrred m hii own breast, crery aindof bnbcorcojrnptpro* 
sent whaterer 

I bare now restated to jtmr lordships the maxims by 
which the prisoner permta In defending himselA *nd the pnn* 
dples upon which wo claim to hare him Judged The wane 
before your lordabips is a hundred tunes more important than 
the cause itself, for it u to detennine by what bw or maxims 
of law the conduct of goreraors is to be judged 

On one side, your lorahips bare the prisoner declaring that 
the people bare no laws, no nghta, no nsages, no dutinctioni 
of r «nV DO feme of honour, no property i m short, that ther 
are nothing but a herd of slares to be gorerned by tUo arm- 
tnuy will of a master On the other nde, we aa»^ that the 
direct eontreiy of this U true And to prore our ssserticm 
we bare r^ened you to tbe Imtrtalesof Qbiam Khin and 
of Tsmeriane i we hare referred you to the Jlahoenedan law, 
which is binding upon all, from the crowned head to the 
laeaiust subject; a law interw o feo with a syttem of the 
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vnsest, tlic most learned, and most cnliglitencd jurisprudence 
that perhaps ever existed in the world. "Wo have shown you, 
that if these parties are to be compared together, it is not 
the rights of the people which are nothing, but rather the 
rights of the sovereign which arc so. The rights of tho 
people are everything, ns they ought to bo in tho true and' 
natural order of things. God forbid that these maxims 
should trench upon sovereignty, and its true, just, and lawful 

{ )rerogativo ; on the contrary, they ought to support and estab- 
ishthem. The sovereign’s rights are undoubtedly sacred 
rights, and ought to bo so held in every country in tho 
world ; because exercised for tho benefit of the people, and 
in subordination to that great end for which alone God has 
vested power in any man or any set of men. Tin's is (lie 
law that we insist upon, and these are the princijiles upon 
which your lordships are to try the prisoner at your bar. 

Let me remind your lordships that these people lived under 
the laws to which I have referred you, and that these laws were 
formed whilst we, I may say, were in the forest ; certainly 
before we knew what technical jurisprudence was. These 
laws are allowed to be the basis and substratum of the man- 
ners, customs, and opinions of the people of India ; and we 
contend that ISIr. Hastings is bound to know them and to act 
by them ; and I shall prove that the very condition upon 
which he received power in India was to protect the people 
in their laws and known rights. But whether Mr. Hastings 
did know these laws, or whether, content with credit gained 
by as base a fraud as was ever practised, ho did not read tho 
books which Hobkissin paid for, we take ±he benefit of 
them ; we know and speak after knowledge of them. And 
although I believe his coimsel have never read them, I 
should be sorry to stand in this place, if there was one word 
and tittle in these books that I had not read over. ' 

We therefore come here and declare to jou that he is not 
home out by these institutes, either in them general spirit or 
in any particular passage to which he has had the impudence to 
appeal, in the assumption of the arbitrary power which he 
- has exercised. We claim that, as our own government and 
every person exercising authority in Great Britain is bound 
by the laws of Great Britain, so every person exercising au- 
' thority in another country shall be subject to the laws of 
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timt eountry^; lince otbanriBe they hm»k the tot cot»* 
nant by which we bold oup power there. Ertn u three 
irutituta hid been arbitrary, which they are not, they might 
baro been excuaed at the acta of conqaerort. I3ut,tnrlordj, 
he ii DO congneror, nor anything but what ytra aee nlm j a 
* bad acribbler of ab^rd papen, in which be can pnt no two 
•enteneea together without contrudietioii. "We know him 
in no other character than that of baring been a ballot con* 
tractor for acme Tcari { of haring acted firaodolently in that 
capacity, and anerwarda giring fraudolent conbacta to 
othen ; and yet I will maintain that the firat eonqueron of 
the world would have been baae and abandoned if they had 
aasnmed tnefa a ngbt aa be darea to eJfiim. It ta the glo^ 
of all fuoh great men to bare for their mottix Poreera tvh- 
yeefw rt deWbrre tuper^. Tbeao w er e men that laid tbiy 
would rccompenae the countriee which they had obtained 
through torrenta of blood, through carnage and riolcnce, by 
the jotHce of their institotiona, the milaneaa of their lawa, 
and the e^ty of their gorernment Errn if theae eon* 
qaeron haa promolgated arbitrary mstitotea, insieed of dia* 
timing them in e v ery point, yoo. my )onu, would tterer 
Buffer ru^ pnodplca of defence to be urged here ^ atHl Icaa 
wtU you euffer tnc eiamploa of men acting by ndence. of 
men acting \yj wrong, — the example of a man who has 
become a rebel to hia aorercign in order that bo abould be- 
come tho tyrant of hli people, to be exampicw for a Bntbh 
goTcmor, or for any gorernOT. "Wo here cooBdcntly proteat 
Dgelnrt this mode of JostiScatkm, and we maintain that bis 
pretending to follow these axampica ii in itaelf a oime; 
tho prisoner has ranaacked all Asm for pnndplrt of despot- 
i«m ; he has ransacked.aU the bed and eoimpted port of it 
for trrannlcal ciamplet to justify himself; and cwtainly in 
no other way can be be instiflcd. 

nariag established too falsehood of the first principle of 
the prisoner's defence, that aorcrelgnty, whercrer it eil»ta 
in India, implies in its nature and e ss ence a power of exaet- 
iag anything from the sobject, and dispcwlng of hU person 
and property,— we now come to his wA»nd assertion, that 
ho was the true, full, and perfect representative of that rove- 
Tvienty In India, 

In opfNWitlon to this assertion we first do posUIrcly deny 
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that lie or the Company are tho perfect representative of any 
Eovereigu power wliatcver. They have certain rights ty 
their charter and by acts of parliament, hut they have no 
other. They Imvc their legal rights only, and' these do not 
imply any such thing as sovereign power. The sovereignty of 
Great Britain is in the king ; he is the sovereign of the Lords 
and the sovereign of tho Commons, individually and collec- 
tively ; and ns he has his prerogative eslnblishcd by law, ho 
must exercise it, and all persons claiming and derinng under 
him, whether by act of parliament, whether by charter of tho 
cro^vn, or by any other mode whatever, all are alike bound 
by law, and responsible to it. No one can assume or receive 
an}"^ power of sovereignty, because the sovereignty is in tho 
cro^vn, and cannot be delegated aw.ay from tho crown ; no such 
delegation ever took place, or ever was intended ; as any one 
may see in the act by which blr. Unstings was nominated 
governor. Ho cannot, therefore, e.xercise that high supreme 
sovereignty, which is vested by the law, until tho consent of 
both Houses of ])arlinmcnt,in tho king, and in the king only. 
It is a %nolent, rebellious assumption of power, when Mr. 
Hastings pretends fully, ^lerfcctly, and entirely to represent 
the sovereign of this country, and to exercise legislative, 
executive, and judicial authority wnth ns large and broad a 
sway as his blajesty, acting 'until the consent of the two 
houses of parliament, and agreeably to the laws of this king- 
dom. I say, my lords, this is a ti-aitorous and rebellious as- 
sumption which bo has no right to make, and which we 
charge against him, and therefore it cannot be urged in jus- 
tification of his conduct in any respect. 

He next alleges, with reference to one particular case, that 
be received this sovereignty from the Vizier Sujah Dowlah, 
who, he pretends, was sovereign, witfi an unlimited power 
over the life, goods, and property of Cheit Sing. This we 
positively deny. ‘\Vliatever power the supreme sovereign of 
the empire bad, we deny that it was delegated to Sujah 
Dowlah. He never was in possession of it. He was a 
vizier of the empire ; he bad a grant of certain lands for the 
support of that dignity, and w'e refer you to the institutes of 
Tiraour, to the institutes of Akbar, to the institutes of the 
Mahomedan law, for the powers of delegated governors and 
nceroys. You will find that there is not a trace of sove- 
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nugntf m tb«m | but that tbcj sro, to all lutenla and pur* 
pow*. mero tubji^ ] and jnaeqaentlj, u Bojab Bovlah bad 
not tiieeo poirora, ho coold not tianifer them to tbo India 
Coospanj HU matter, tbo Mogul emperor , had them not 
1 dcfjr’ anf man to ahoir an ioatanco of that em p eror U elaitn* 
» in^ anr auch thing at arhltraiy pcnrer { much leca can it bo 
dairocd a rob^oui nceit^ urho had broken loote from 
bU ao^‘ero]^’a authontf, joat aa Una man broke looee from 
tbo authority parliament. !I1ie ono had not a nght to 
giro, nor the other to receito, inch poircrf; but wliateTcr 
right! were reatod m the Mogul, they cannot belong either 
to dujah PowUh, to Mr Haatinga. or to the Company IheM 
Utter aro expreatly bound by their compart to take cere of 
tho aabjecta of the empire, and to gorom them according to 
Uw, reaeoD, and equity j and when tlioy do othonnao, they 
are goOty of tyranny, of a rioUtion of the righta of tbo 
people, and of rebellion agalnat tbeir aorenHgn. 

Wo hare taken theae pauu to aaeertaln and lie pnadplea, 
becauao your lordablpa aro not calkd upon to judge of 6cU, 
A Ju<T may find £tct$, but no joir on form a jadgmest of 
Uw; it U an applkatlon of tbo uw to the fart that nakn 
the act ontmoal or laudabloi. Tou moat Bod a jixrd atasd* 
ard of aotno kind or other t for If tbero b no atandard bnt 
tho hnmediate momentary pnrpoao of the day, guided and 
goreniod by tbo man who uaca it, Bxed not ooiy for the di^ 
poaltion of an the wealth and atrengtb of the itato, but for 
the life, fortune, and property of erety IndlTiJoal, tout lonJ- 
■hipa aro left without a pnnciplo to direct your judgment. 
Thu high court->-thii aupromo eourt of apprid from all the 
eourta of tho kingdom — thU bl^icat court of criminal ^n*» 
diction, eicrcfacd upon tho reqatrition of the Ilouac of Com- 
mont, u left without a rule, would bo aa lawlen aa the wild 
aarage, and aa unonodplcd aa tbo priaoner that itanda at 
your bar Our whole bMue ia upon prinapka, and what T 
•hall aay to you will be in perpetual reference to them, be- 
oauae It b better to hare no pnndplea at all than to haro 
falae prinoplca of gorernmeut and of morality Lcare a 
man to bu patafoiia, and you leere a wild bcesi to a aarapo 
and capnooua nature A wild benst Indeed, when Ha atom- 
acb u mil, wflJ enreaa you, and may tick your hand< \ In hfce 
manner, when a tyrant b pleaacd, oehb pearionaatbted, yon 
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mny linvo ft Imppy ntul rorcnc ilny under nil ftrliitmry govern- 
Tuent. But when tlic principle fouiulod on Foil'd irnFon, 
whioli onghl to rcptmin ]'npMon, if perverted from its proper 
end, the faU'e principle \viH be nil>«litnted for it, nnn then 
nmn hccomcs t<'n time? vvorpc thnn n uild henst. 'J’iie evil 
principle, grown polid nnd perenni.il, gev.nd.^- him on nnd tnUcB 
entire poPs'eFpion of Iuf mind; nnd then perhnps the hept 
refuge thnt you eon hnvo fnmi thnt dinhoUcal prmci}d(> i? in 
the imtuml wild imPFionB nnd unhridled nppetiteF of manhind. 
TIuf is ft drt'ftdml ttntc of things ; nnd then'fore we have 
thought it. jiecessftn* to sny n great deal upon his principles. 

Mv lonls,wc come next to npply lhe.«o prineijues to fuets 
whicfi cannot olhen\i''‘e he judged, ns we Imvc contended nnd 
do now contend. I will not go over fncts which Imve been 
opened to you by my fenow-mftnn,gors : if 1 did so, I .slmuhl 
nppcftr to have n di.-’tnist, which 1 nm pure no other mnn hn**, 
of the pTx^ti-st .nhilities displnyed in the greate.ol of nil eniise.s. 
I should be guilty of n jinasumptinji wbirh I hope 1 ph:dl not 
drcftin of, but leave to those who exercise nrbilmry power, 
in puppo.oing that I could go over the ground wliicli my 
fellow-inanagcre have once trodden, and make nnyllung more 
clear nnd forcible than they have done. In my bumble 
opinion, bumnn nbility ennnot go furlber than iliey have 
gone ; nnd if I ever nlludc to anything wliieb tliov have already 
touched, it will bo to show it. in another light ; — to mark 
more particularly its departure from the principles upon 
which wc contend you ought to judge; or to .supply thoso 
parts which through bodily inOrmily, nnd I nm sure nothing 
else, one of mv excellent fcllow-mnnagcrs has left untouched. 
I nm hero alfuding to the case of Cheit Sing. 

!My hoDonmble fellow-mnungcr, lllr. Grey, hns stated to yon 
nil the circumstances requisite to prove two things: — I'ir.st, 
that the demands made by Ulr. linslings upon Cheit Sing 
were contrary to fundamental treaties between the Company 
nnd that Bajah; — nnd next, that they were the result nnd clVeet 
of private m.alice nnd corruption. This having been stated nnd 
proved to you, I slinll take up the subject where it xvns left. 

My lords, in the first place I have to remark to you, that 
the whole of the charge originally brought by Mr. JInstings 
against Cheit Sing, in justification of bis wicked and t}Tau- 
mcal proceedings, is, that he had been dilatory, ox'asive, 
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' alrnffluig, tnd tmTiillirig to par that yluoh^ hoycTgr tnnnlUjift 
evuire, and ■hnffting, to p^j. And ttot with regtrd to 
the boAmeH of funuAkuiig carmliT’. the Bajth hu osKiited, and 
hii eae aiL on baa not be^ dem^ that when to wia dotted 
by the council to fonuah theao troopen, the porpoae for 
wmch thu appHatKm wae made waa not mentioned or 
aHaded to, nor wu there any^ place of mtuter pointed ont. 
'W'e therefore contended that the demand wae not truiln for 
the terrice of the atate, bnt for the opp r e aaion of the indiridual 
that endered bj it. 

Bnt admitting the Hfl;tah to hare been gnQty of dda\ and 
utrwillingDeaa, wbat ia the natare of the odimce P ll tou 
■tnp it of the epitheta by which it haa been diagniaea, it 
merely amoimta to an anwiDingneea in the Bj^an to pey 
more than the amug atipolated by the motoal agreomeiit emi* 
ing between him and tM Compaq Tha u ^ whole of it } 
the whole front and toadof ttoofience; and for thla odeoco, 
anch aa it la, and admitting that he conid be legal^ fined for 
ft, he waa enblected to the eetmet pomahment of girmir a bribe 
to Hr Haatioga, by which be waa to boy off the fine, and 
whieh wu c o ae OT oeptly a eommotation for it 

That yoor lortbhipa may be enabled to judge more fuSr 
of the nature of thia ofienee, lei na aee in what rdatfon Obeft 
Bmg atood with the Compeny He waa, my lorda, a penon 
clothed with erery one of the attrilnitea of aorereign^, under 
a dbeci atipolatloQ that the Companr ahould not ^erforo 
in hia internal goremmect Themfiitaryand efrilButhontr, 
the power of life and death, the whole rerenne.and the whole 
adnunistratKin of the law, retted in him. Bueh waa the 
e o rer ei gnty he poaeeeaed within Benaroa { bat he waa a tub* 
ordinate aorereign, dependent upon a aupenor, acc ordi ng to 
the tenor of bU compact, eipretoed or implied. Now haring 
contended, aa we atiU contend, that the Iw of natkma ia the 
law of India aa wril aa of Europe, beeacae it la the law of 
reeaon and the law of nature, drawn from the pure ao ur cca of 
morality, ofpubho good, and of natural eQuity,and rceognbed 
and dig^ea mto order by the labour o* learned men, I will 
refer yoor lordabipa to Vittel, book 1, cap. 1C, where to treata 
of the breach of auch amementa, by the nrotector refoain^ 
to gho pTotociion, ot tot jw^ected rtftuing to perform bsa 
part of the engagement Sir detam,la referriuff too tothia 
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author, is to prove that Cheit Sing, so far fi-om being blam- 
able in raising objections to the unauthorized demand made 
upon him by Mr. Hastings, was absolutely bound to do so, 
nor could he have done otherwise, ndthout hazarding the 
whole benefit of the agreement upon which his subjection and 
protection were founded. The law is the same with respect to 
both contracting parties ; if the protected or protector does not 
fulfil with fidelity each his separate stipulaiion, the protected 
may resist the unauthorized demand of the protector, or the 
protector is discharged fi?om hie engagement ; he may refuse 
protection, and declare the treaty brc^en. 

"We contend in favour of Oheit Sing, in support of the prin- 
ciples of natural equity and of the law of nations, which is 
the birthright of us all, — ^we contend, I say, that Cheit Sing 
would have established, in the opinions of the best writers 
on the law of nations, a precedent against himself for any 
future violation of the engagement, if he submitted to any 
new demand, without what our lavra caU a continual claim 
or perpetual remonstrance against the imposition. Instead, 
therefore, of doing that which was criminal, he did that 
which his safety and his duty bound him to do, and for doing 
this he was considered by Mr. Hastings as being guilty of a 
great crime. In 'a paper which was published by the pri- 
soner, in justification of this act, he considers the Eajah to 
have been guilty of rebellious intentions ; and he represents 
these acts of contumacy, as he calls them, not as proofs of 
contumacy merely, but as proofe of a settled design to rebel, 
and to throw off the authoriiy of that nation by which he 
was protected. Tins belief he declares on oath to be the 
ground of his conduct towards Oheit Sing. 

How, my lords, we do contend, that if any subject tmder 
any name, or of any description, be noff engaged in public 
open rebellion, but continues to acknowledge the authority 
of his sovereign, and if tributary to pay tribute conformably 
to agreement, such a subject, in case of being suspected of 
having formed traitorous designs, ought to be treated in a 
manner totally difierent from that which was adopted by Mr. 
Hastings. If the Eajah of Benares had formed a secret con- 
spiracy, Mr. Hastings had a state duty and a judicial duty to 
perform. He was bound, as Governor, knowing of s'^ch a 
conspiracy, to provide for the public safety ; and as a judg^ he 
was bound to convene a criminal court, and to lax^beforc 
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h ft detailed aocmation of the oflence. He wai botmd to 
pr oceed pabhdj and legally agamst tbe secofted, aiid to eon< 
riot hun of hu cnmo, prenou* to hu inflicting or fanning 
anv mtentioQ of mflictkig panialmwat I lar, aj lardiu 
that Ur Ifaathiga. aa a m^utrat& wai bound to pro ce ed 
agamat tbe Ba^ either byTaghab laiT) by Mahomedan law, 
or by tbe Gentoo law i and tb^ by all or any of tbcao lava 
be wai bound to make the aecoaed aeqoamted with tbo 
cnine alleged, to bear hia answer to the charge, and to pro 
dace endonoe agamat him, m an open, ctear, and jodioal 
manner And here, my lorda, we hare again to remark that 
tbe Mahomedan law ii a great diacnminator of peraoni, and 
that it preecribea the mode of proceeding agiinai thoae who 
arb aoeued of any delin^enrf req mrii m pamabment, with a 
refertmee to tbe oistmcdon and rank w&iA the aoented held 
m aooety flSia proceeding are eocctedingly aober, regular, 
and reapedfhl, eren to crmdnaU charged with tbo highest 
onmesi anderery magbtrote tr lequirM toezereiao hta odBco 
m the prescribed manner In tbe Uedala, after dee^aring and 
dactiaaiDg tbe propriety of the cauay’i altting openly in the 
execution of hta <^ee, it le added, that there ia no {rapro> 
pnety la the canzy ntting in bb own houae to pass judg> 
meat ; bat it ia requisite tnat be giro orders for a ueo aecese 
to tbo pccmle It iben proceeds thus t ** It is requiaite that 
atudi people ait along with tbe cau^ as were used to tit 
with bW, prior to bis appomtment to the officei becausej If he 
worn to sit alone in his Wiae ho would tbereDy giro nso to 
auspiaoQ.*'l 

lay lords, hanng thus seen what tbe do^ of a judge is In 
such a cas& let us cxamlno wbethor ^Ir Iiastmgt ooserred 
any part of the preftcribed rules. First, wltb regard to tbo 
publicity of the matter Did be erer cite any nwtice to tbe 
sup reme cotmdl of (ho cha r c es wbleh be says be had re« 
ceired agnlnst ObcH Smg? Ihd bo accuse tbe IRajab in tbe 
cooncQ, erren wben it was reduced to himself and bis poor, , 
wom-down, eowed, and I «m afraid, bFrlbed colleague, Mr 
■Whcler F Did bo eren then, I ask, prodoco any one charge 
against this msn F He sat in council as a judge ; as an Fn^ 
iSh jud^} as a Sribomedan JudgO] as a j'tdge by (ho 
Gentoo law. and by the law of natnro. lie s^ld hare 
summoned the party to appear in person, or by hb attonwy, 
U«Ula, toL 0. ^ C3I 
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before bim, and should have there informed him of the 
charge against him. But, my lords, he did not act thus, lie 
kept the accusation secret in his own bosom. And why ? 
-Because he did not believe it to be true. This may at least 
be inferred from his having never informed the council of 
the matter. He never informed the Bajah of Benares of the 
suspicions entertained ag^st him, during the discussions 
which took place respecting the multiplied demands that 
were made upon him. H6 never told this victim, as he has 
had the audacity to tell us and all this kingdom, in the paper 
that is before your lordships, that he looked upon these re- 
fusals to comply with his demands to be overt acts of rebel- 
lion ; nor did he ever call upon him to answer or to justify 
Vimself with regard to that imputed conspiracy or rebellion. 
Did he teU Sadanund, the Eajah’s agent, when that agent was 
^ving bim a bribe or a present in secret, and was thus en- 
deavcfuring to deprecate his wrath, that he accepted that bribe 
because his master was in rebellion ? Never, my lords ; nor 
did he, when he first reached Benares and had the Bcjah in 
his power, suggest one word concerning rebellion. . Did 
he, when he met Mr, Markham at Bauglepore, where they 
consulted about the destruction of this unhappy man, did he 
teU Mj. Markham, or did Mr; Markham insinuate to him , any 
one thing about this conspiracy and rebellion? No ; not a 
word there or in his whole progress up the country. "While 
at Bauglepore he wrote a letter to Lord Macartney upon the 
state of the empire, giving him much and various advice. 
Did he insinuate in that letter that ho was going up to Be- 
tiares to suppress a rebellion of the Eajah Cheit Sing, or to 
Uunish hisa. ? No ; not a word. Did he, my lords, at the eve 
of his departure from Calcutta, when he communicated his 
intention of taking £600,000, which he* calls a fine or pe- 
nalty, from the Bajah, did he inlbrm Mr. Wheler of it ? No, 
not a word of his rebellion, nor ^anything like it. Did he in- 
form his secret confidants, Mr. Anderson and Mhjor Palmer, 
upon that subject ? Not a word, there was not a word drop- 
ped from him of any such rebellion, or of any intention in 
the Bajah Cheit Sing to rebel. Did he, when he had vakeels 
In eveiy part of the Mahratta empire and in the coimtry of 
Sujah Dowlah, when he had in most of those courts English 
ambassadors and native spies ; did he either from ambassa- 
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don or fp^ lecciTO an.^1uDg Hko mtbfintto miclliffoiics 
tipoa this tubject P "Wbue he mu et Benorce be had Si hu 
hand* Benaram Pundit the Tmkeel of the E^oh of Berur, hu 
ovn canfidgntud fneno, a perxn whom be took out of the 
temcQ of hn nnufer, to whom he gsre a ^oghnv ^ tEua 
very tomlndary of Benarea, Thi* nmiL eo attached to Mr 
HoatinA to kzKnnng m aH the tmiaaotunu of India, Deitber 
aocTued Chat Smg of rebeUktoa intentiont, nor {bmlsbed 
h£r HMtirigi with one proof that any conspinu^ with 
tny Ibreigii power eznted. 

In thu absence of eridenoe. my lords, let ns hare reconrse 
to probability Ii tt to be beliered that the renundtr of Be* 
narea, a per so n whom 2dr JIaatmga descnbes as being of a 
bmid, weak, iiresolote, and feeble natoio, should venture to 
make war alone with the whole power of the Company in 
India, aided by aQ the powen wbkb Great Bntom coold 
brmg to the pnkectum of Its Tn<^ian empire f Oonld that poor 
man. In bii eompantiTely aaall district, poaaibly have form^ 
ao^ an intestuui intbocit giving Mr Hastily acccn to the 
knowledge of the &et, from <rae or other of tbe nnmerocLS 
eorreepoodeota which ^ had m that conn hr P 

Aa to the Bajah a coppoeed intrigues wuh the Kihob of 
Oude, this man wos an aetnai pnaoner of hir Hastings, and 
nothing else \ a mere Taaatl, as be says himael^ in effect and 
■nbetance, though not in name. Ou any one beltere or 
think that Mr Hastings would not bare recoircd from 
EogHsh reaideDt, or from some one of that tribe of Eulish 
ceutlemen and Eoghah mihtaiy eoDretora, who wore pbeed 
in that country m 5ie exercise of the looet aibitrary powers, 
some intcD^e^ which be could trust, jf anv rtbemona do* 
signs had really existed prewws to tho nbeUlon which did 
actually break out upon bis arrosting Obrit SiogP 

There was an ancient Bootan lawyer, of great fame in tbe 
hbtocy of Bo man J u f is p ni deDce^ whom they called Cui IJeao, 
from his having introduced into fundu^ proceodmgi tbe 
argnment — tnd or ofyfoi coulJ (it porfy loeo JuJ ia 
fie toi sn'A riicA Ac it meemtedf Snrelr H may bo hero 
asked, whv should Chcit Smg wish to rebel, who h«d on easy 
and moderate tenna (for sn^ I admit thiy srere) a my eon. 
ilderable temtory, with every attribute of rcyalty attached P 
The tribute was paid for protection, which be bad a right to 
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claim, and wliicli be actually received. "Wlmt reason under 
heaven could he have to go and seek another master; to 
place himself under the protection of Sujah Dowlah, in whoso 
hande Mr. Hastings tells you, in so many direct and plain 
words, that neither the Eajah’a property, his honour, nor his 
life could he safe ? Was he to aeelc refuge with the Mahrattas, 
who, though Gentoos like himself, had reduced every nation 
which they subdued, except those who were originally of 
their own empire, to a severe servitude P Can any one be- 
lieve that he wished either for the one or the other of these 
charges ; or that he was desirous to quit the happy independ- 
ent situation in which he stood under the protection of the 
British empire, from any loose, wild, improbable notion of 
mending his condition ? My lords, it is impossible. There 
is not one particle of evidence, not one word of this charge 
on record, prior to the publication of ^Ir. Hastings’s narra- 
tive ; and all the presumptive evidence in the world would 
scarcely he suiEcient to prove the fact, because it is almost 
impossible that it should he true. 

But, my lords, although IMr. Hastings swore to the truth 
of this charge when he came before the House of Commons, 
yet in his narrative he thus fairly and candidly avowed that 
he entertained no such opinion at the time. “ Every step,” 
says he, “ which I had-taken before that fatal moment, namely, 
the flight of Cheit Sing, is an incontrovertible proof that 1 
had formed no design of seizing upon the Bajah’s treasures 
or of deposing him. And certainly at the time when I did 
form the design of malting the punishment, that his former 
ill conduct deserved, subservient to the exigencies of the 
state, by a large flue, I did not believe him guilty of that 
premeditated project for driving the English out of India^ 
with -which I afterwards charged him.” •Thus then he declares 
upon oath, that the Baiah’s contumacy was the ground of his 
suspecting him of rebellion, and yet when he comes to make 
his defence before the House of Commons, he simply and 
candidly declares, that long after these alleged acts of contu- 
macy had taken place, he did not believe him to be guilty of 
any such thing as rebellion, and that the fine imposed upon 
him was for another reason and another purpose. 

In page 28 of your prin-ted minutes, be thus declares the 
purpose for which the fine was imposed. “ I can answer 
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onlj to this formidahlo dilemms, timt so long u I eono^Ted 
Chat Sing’s nuscoudaot end contama^ to hare me rather 
than the ^mponj for its olgeci^ at least to be merelf the 
effect of pemfcunis adnce or imsgmded foDj, without any 
formal design of oponlT roeiatnig ocr authontr or flatjairn ir w 
oar aorerGign^, 1 looked opon a conaidemlile fine as tnM> 
cient both lor ^ unmediatd pmuahment and for binding htm 
to future good behaTionr *' 

Here, mj lords, the secret cornea out He dedaree it was 
not for a rebellion or a snspidoD of rebollum that be reacdred, 
orer and abore all his exorbtipnt demands, to twVw from the 
Hajah £600, OCX) (& good stout sum to be tassn from a trihat> 
aiy power), that it was not for mitoonduot of this tm/l that 
be t^k this soro, bnt for persons] ill behanoor towards him« 
•elf I most og^ bog jour lordsbipe to note that he then 
considered the Bajah's contumacy as haring for its obfcet not 
the Cotopanr. but 'Warren Hastmg^ and Uiat he aftenrsids 
declared puoudy to the Uotue of QxnnKms,— «nd now be- 
fore your tordslupa, be declares finsUj and candosmly, — that 
be did bohere Ooeit Sing to hare had the cruoinal intentloa 
imputed to him 

** So long,” cays be, "as I eoneeared Chat Sing’s nlseon* 
duet and eon tn many to hare «s '* ^ italics as be ordered it 
to be printed) "rather than the Oompany for its obiect, so long 
I was satu&ra with a dne. 1 therefore entertained no serioaa 
thoughts of expellmg him or proceeding otherwise to no* 
lence , but when he and bb people broke out into tbe most 
atroeioas seta of rebdbonana murder, when ihojmtJbriUru 
ei 1*1 uJltfta rtyum were appealed to on his port (and with- 
out any soiOcient plea afforaed him on mine). I from that 
moment eonsldorcd ium as tbe traitor and criminal described 
in the charge, and no toncessioos, no bumibatioiiB, eoold erer 
afrer induce me to settle on him the semisdai^ of Benares, 
or any other temtory. upon any footing whatow ” 

Thus then, my lords, be has coofetM that the era and 
tbe only era of rebellion was when the tumult broke out 
upon the set of riolenco offered by himself to Cbett Sincj 
and upon the ground of that tumult, or rebeliion as be calls 
it, he says be nerer would suffer bun to enjoy any temtory 
or any nght whaterer We hare fried the penod of the re- 
bellion for which bo is supposed to bare exacted this flnej 
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this period of rebelliori mis after the exaction of the fine 
itself, so that the fine was not laid for the rebellion, hut the 
rebellion broke out in consequence of the fine and the violent 
measure accompanying it. We have established this, and 
the -whole human race cannot shake it. He -went up the 
country through malice to revenge his own private ^vrongs, 
not those of the Company. He fixed £600,000 as a mulct 
for an insult offered to himself, and then a reboluon broke out 
in consequence of his violence. This was the rebellion and 
the only rebellion ; it -was Warren Has ti ngs’s rebellion, a re- 
bellion which arose from his own dreadful exaction ; from his 
pride, from his malice and insatiable avarice j a rebeUion 
■n’hich arose from his abominable tyranny, from his lust of 
-arbitrary power, and from his determination to follow the 
examples of Sujah Dowlah, Azoph ul Dowlah, CosSim AJi 
Kh^iu, Aliverdi Khdn, and aU the gang of rebels who are the 
objects of his imitation. 

My patience, says he, tca^ exhausted. Tour lordships have, 
and ought to have, a judicial patience. Mr. Hastings has 
none of any kind. I hold that patience is one of the great 
virtues of a governor ; it was said of Moses, that he governed 
by patience, and that he was the meekest man upon earth. 
Patience is also the distinguishing character of a judge ; and 
I think your lordships, both -with regard to us and with re- 
gard -to him, have shown a great deal of it ; we shall ever; 
honour the quality, and if we pretend to say that we have 
had great patience in going through this trial, so your lord- 
ships must have had great patience in hearing it. But this 
man’s patience, as he himself tells you, was soon exhausted. 
“I considered,” he says, “the light in which such behaviour 
would have been viewed by his native sovereign, and I re- 
solved he' should feel the power he had so long insulted 
Porty or fifty lacks of rupees would have been a moderate 
fine for Sujah ul Dowlah to exact : he who had demanded 
twenty-five lacks for the mere fine of succession, and received 
twenty in hand, and an increased rent tantamount to consid- 
erably above thirty lacks more ; and therefore I rejected tho 
offer of twenty, -with which the Eajah would have compro- 
mised for his guilt when it was too late.” ' 

How, my lords, observe who his models were, when he in- 
tended to punish this man for an insult on himself Did he 

VOL. vui. 0 
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coniuU the Uwb P Did he look to the Institute* of Timonp, 
OT to tbo*e of Ghinges K!h4n P Did he look to the 
or to any of the approred outhontle* in t^ ooont^ P No, 
my lord* , be eiartl^ follinred the adnee which Longmn* 

a re* to a greet writer • — Wbenerer you hare a mmd to 
arate your mind, to raite it to it* hi^eat pitch, eren 
to exceed yoortelfi upon any aubject, think bow Homer wtrcild 
haro deecnbed it, blow Plato would haro imagined it, and 
how Demoathenea would hare e rpr e aa ed it, and when you 
hare so done^ you wiE then, no donbi, hare a atanmird 
which win nme you up to the dign^ of anything that 
human geniua wtTi aspire to Mr Hwrtmp * 
upon himsdX and raising hia mind to the mgmty of whal 
tyranny eonld do; what unrighteous exaction coold per* 
form He considered, be wtya. how much Sojah Dowlah 
would hare exacted, and that he thinki would not ho too 
much for him to exact. He boldly aTowi, I raised my 
mmd to the deration of Sojah DowlaK I eonmdered what 
CoKUD All Khftn would bare done, or Alhenli in^An, who 
murdered and robbed so many 1 had all this line of great 
examples before me, and I asked myaelP what fine they 
woola hare exacted upon tndi an ocewem. But, nys ho, 
6ujfah Dowlah lened a fine of twenty lacks for a right ^ 
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Good Ood 1 my lorda, If you are not appaDed with the rhv 
lent ii^usbee of arbitrary proceedingi,you most fed aomethln^ 
humiliating at tbe gross ignorance of men who are in thn 
manner playing with tbe rigw of mankind. Thia man eot>< 
founds a fine upon snecesnon wHh a fine of penalty He 
takes adrantage of a defect in the technical languago of our 
law, which. 1 am sorry to aay, is not in many parts as cor> 
1 rcct in its iWinetiods and as wise in Hs pronsions as the Ifa* 
I homedan law 'We use tho word fine m three eonses ; first, 
' as a punishment and petialty ; eeeoodlT, as a formal means of 
cutting oflf by one fonn tho tie* of another form, which we 
call lerying a fine j and thirdly, we use the word to tignUy a 
sum of money payiblo upon renewal of a lease or copyhold. 
The word in each ease, a totally dJfierent sense ; but 
such IS tbe stupidity and ba^nim of tbe prisoner, th^ he 
confound* <1^ senses fells yiw 8a}ah Dowlah foek 
twenty^fire as a fine from Cheit Smg, for the renewa) 
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of his zemindary, and therefore, as a punishment for nis of- 
fences, he shall toke fifty. Suppose any one of your lord- 
ships or of us were' to he fined for assault and battery, or for 
anything else, and it should be said, you paid such a fine 
for a bishop’s lease, you paid such a ^e on the purchase of 
an estate ; and therefore, now that you are going to be fined 
for a punishment, we wall take the measure of the fine, not 
from the nature and quality of your offence, not from the law 
upon the subject or from your ability to pay, but the amount 
of a fine you paid some years ago for an estate shall be the 
measure of your punishment. My lords, what should we say of 
such brutish ignorance, and such shocking confusion of ideas ? 

When this man had elevated his mind according to the 
rules of art, and stimulated himself to great things by ^eat 
examples, he goes on to teU you that he rejected the ofer of 
twenfy lacks •with which the Eajah would have compounded 
for his guilt when it was too late. 

Permit me, my lords, to say a few words here, by way of 
refetring back aU this monstrous heap of -violence and absurd- 
ity to some degree of princijile. Mr. Hastings having com- 
pletely acquitted theHajah of any other fault than contumacy, 
and ha^dng sujpposed even that to be only personal to himself, 
he thought a tine of £600,000 would be a proper punishment. 
Now when any -man goes to exact a fine, it presupposes in- 
quiry, charge, defence, and judgment. It does so in the Ma- 
homedan law ; it does so in the Gentoo law ; it does so in 
•the law of England, in the Eoman law, and in the law, I be- 
;lieve, of every nation under heaven, except in that law 
‘which resides in the arbitrary breast of Mr. Hastings, poison- 
‘ed by the principles and stimulated by the examples of those 
wicked 'traitors and rebels whom I Jiave before described. 
He mentions his intention of levying a fine; but does he 
make any mention of ha-ving charged the Eajah with his of- 
. fences ? It appears that he held an incredible quantity of pri- 
vate correspondence through the various residents, through 
Mr. Graham, Mr. Eowke, Mr. Markham, Mr. Benn, concern- 
ing the affairs of that countiy. Did he ever, upon this al- 
leged contumacy (for at present I put the rebellion out of the 
’ question), inquire the progress of this personal affront offered 
to the Qnvemor- General of Bengal P Did he ever state it to 
the Eajah, or did he call his vakeel before the council to an- 

0 » 
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nror the ch ^v e P Did be mminme any one pcnon or pot>* 
cnliriie a lin^ furt in onj mannw Trha te rerP No. wbat 
then did he doP 'Why, mj lords, be dedsred himself the 
' person ii\jiired, stood fonrard as the teotuer, tmnmed the 
office of ^ndge, and proceeded to jodgment wltboot a F^rtr 
before him, iritboat trial, tritbont examination, vitboot proof. 
He thus dirocr^ rerened the order of justice. He detenoln* 
ed to fine tbo lUsIab when Ida own petienee, as be sajs, wu 
eibanatod, not when iortice demanded the punishment. Ho 
reaolred to fine him u the ezbormons mn oi £fi00,000. Dooa 
he inform the eouncQ of this deterodnation P No. The 
court of direc t oi l P No. Anr one of Ms ecmfldanti f No, 
not one of thorn | not b£r. Eslmor, not Hr. Middleton, nor 
any of that legi^ of aeoretazlee that he had j nor did he 
oxen inform Ur. of ht* 4ntpnt4nn« rmrii ho met him 

at Baugleporo. 

In TCOOT to the olject of hb malice, wo only know that 
many l^ers came from Obeit Bom to Mr. Hasting In which 
the unfortimatoiD&oendeaToarcd to appease his vrath, and to 
nono of which be erer gate an onswer. He is an accuser 
nroferrlt^ a charge and rece l T in g apologiee, without firing 
the partjf an answer ] although be uul a crowd of ■eerc ^l ca 
about hun, maiutaio^ at the expense of the miserable peo* 
nlo of Bontrea, and paid by sums of money drawn fraudu* 
Icntly &om tb^ pocseta. Stfil not ono word of answerwas 
giTcn, till he had formed the reaoluticm of exacting a fii^ 
and had eetually ^ torturo made his rictim’i serrant db< 
coTcr where his master's treasures lay, in order that bo might 
rob him of all hb CimQy poascased. Aro these tbo pro- 
ceedings of a British judge j or aro they not rather luch aa 
ore detmibed by Lorq Omc— { and thceo learned gentlemen, 

I daro aaj, will re m ember the passage } It b too tmking net 
to bo rem em bered) aa **fk* and damneiU procrerf- 

i«y» a j*d^ in helV Soeb a judge baa the prisoner 
at jour bar prored himself to bo. First, bo determines upon 
the punishment, than ho prepares the accusation, and then 
by torture and xioleuco cndcaroura to extort the fine. 

My lords, I most again beg Icore to call your attention to 
bis modo of proceeding in thb builncn. lie nerer entereil ’ 
any charge. Ho nerer answered any Jetter. Not that bo 
was idle, lie was carryii^ os a wicked and riandrstlni 
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plot for tte destruction of tlie Eajah, under the pretence of 
this fine ; although the plot was not known, I verily heheve, 
to any European at the time. He does not pretend that he 
told any one of the Company’s servants of his intentions of 
fining the Eajah, hut that some hostile project against him 
had been formed ly Mr. Hastings was perfectly well Itnown 
to the natives. ]\H. Hastings teUs you that Cheit Sing had 
a vakeel at Calcutta, whose business it was to learn the ge- 
neral transactions of oim government, and the most minute 
particulars which could, in any manner, afiect the interest of 
his employer. 

I must here tell your lordships, that there is no court in 
Asia, fi’om the highest to the lowest, no petty sovereign, that 
does not both employ and receive what they call hircarrahs, 
or in other words, persons to collect and to communicate 
political intelligence. These men are received with the 
state and in the rank of ambassadors ; they have their ])lace 
in the Durbar, and their business as authorized spies is as 
well known there as that of ambassadors extraordinary and 
ordinary in the courts of Europe. Mr. Hastings had a pub- 
lic spy in the person of the resident, at Benares, and he had 
a private spy there in another person. The spies employed 
by the native powers had, by some means, come to the 
knowledge of klr. Hastings’s dandestine and mcked inten- 
tions towards this unhappy man, Cheit Sing, and his unhap- 
py country, and of his designs for the destruction and the 
utter ruin of both. He has himself told you, and he has got 
klr. Anderson to vouch it, that he had received proposals for 
the sale of this miserable man and his country. And from 
whom did he receive these proposalB, my lords ? Why, from 
the Habob, Azoph ul Dowlah, to whom he threatened to 
transfer both the person of the Eajah and his zemindary if he 
did not redeem himself by some pecuniary sacrifice. How 
Azoph ul Dowlah, as appears by the minutes on your lord- 
ships’ table, was at that time a bankrupt. He was in debt 
to the Company tenfold more than he could pay, and all his 
revenues were sequestered for that debt. He was a person of 
the last degree of indolence, with the last degree of rapacity. 
A man, of whom Mr. Hastings declared, that he had wasted 
and destroyed by his misgovemment the fairest provinces 
npoa earth ; that not a person in his dominions was secure 
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from his Tiolence. and that eren his own fiithcr could not 
oiyoy hii life ana bononr m aafety nndar liim, This atari* 
(3001 bankrupt trnmt, who had beggared and dotrojed hu 
own fnbjecta, and coold not paj his debts to the Kngluli 
goremment. was the man with whom Mr Hastings was in 
Ircatj to deliver up Chat Sing snd his country, uMer pr^ 
tenoe of his not hating paid rogularlj to the Compont those 
cnstomarjr paTOente, which the tyrant would proDably hate 
neter paid tu all, if he had been put in poescenon of the 
country This I mention to Qlostiate Mr Hastmgs’s plans 
of economy and finance, without conudmng the ii^usUce 
and cruelty of dehrermg up a man to the hmeditoiy enemy 
of his family 

It IS known, my lords, that Mr Hostings, besides hating 
receited proposals for dohrenng np the beautifol country of 
Benares, that garden of God, as it a styled m Indio, to that 
moniter, that rapacious tyrant. Atoph ul Dowlah, woo, with 
his gang of mercenary troops, had dosolsted his own country 
like a swarm of locusts,- ■had purposed, likowiso, to selso 
Cheit Stilus own palniriontsl fcuts, wbieo was nothing less 
than to true from him the residecee of bu women aim his 
children, the ecat of hu booour, the place in which the re* 
mitning treasures and last hopes of hu ismily wore centered. 
Bytho G entoo law, otery lord or supreme msgistTatou bound 
to construct sod to hvo in such a fori. It is the us:^ of 
India, and is a matter of state and dignitr. as woU as of pro* 
pnoty, reason, and dofruce. It was probably an apprehension 
of being injured in this tender point, as well as a knowledge 
of the propoaal mado by the iSahob, which induced Chot 
Sing to oOdr to bar hirosolfoflTt although It does not ap* 
pear from any part of tho ondence that ho assigned any 
other reason than that of Mr Hastings intending to easrt 
from him SIX lacks of rupees oror and ahore bis other ex 
actions. 

Mr Ilsslingi indeed almost acknowledges Iho cxutence of 
this plot amunit the Ksjah, and hb being the author bf it 
Ho ssTS, inthout any denud of the fret, that tin Ka^ su^ 
pccted some strong acts to be intended agaloit mm, and 
therefore asked llr Markham whether be could not buy 
them off; and obtain Mr Hastings's frronr by the parmmt 
of £200,000 Mr ^larkbsm gave, as his opmton, Ibai 
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£200,000 was not snfficient ; and the next day the Eajah 
offered £20,000 more, in all £220,000. The negotiation, 
however, brolte off ; and why ? Not, as Mx. Markham says 
he conjectured, because the Rajah had learned that Mr. Hast- 
ings hadjio longer an intention of .imposing these six lacks, 
or something to that effect, and therefore retracted his offer ; 
but because that offer had been rejected by Mr. Hastings. 

Let us hear what reason the man who was in the true 
secret gives for not accepting the Rajah’s offer. “ I rejected,” 
says ]^. Hastings, “ the offer of twenty lacks, Avith which- 
the Rajah would have compromised for his guilt when it was 
too late.” My lords, he best knows what the motives of his 
own actions were. He says, the offer was made “ when it 
was too late.” Had he previously told the Rajah what sum 
of money he would be required to pay, in order to buy him- 
self off ; or had he requested him to name any sum which he 
was willing to pay ? Did he, after having refused the offer 
made by the Rajah, say. Come, and make me a better offer, 
or upon such a day I shall declare that your offers are inad- 
missible ? No such thing appears. Tour lordships wUl fur- 
ther remark, that Mr. Hastings refused the £200,000 at a 
time when the exigencies of the Company were so pressing, 
that he was obliged to rob, pilfer, and steal upon every side ; 
at a time when he was borrowing £40,000 from Mr. Sulli- 
van in one morning, and raising by other under jobs £27,000 
more. In the distress which his own extravagance and prodi- 
gality had involved him, £200,000 would have been a 
weighty benefit, although derived from his villany; but 
this relief he positively refused, because, says he, the offer 
came too late. From these words, mjr lords, we may infer, 
that there was a time Avhen the offer Avould not have been 
“too late;” — a period at which it wodld have been readily 
accepted. No such thing appears. There is not a trace upon 
your minutes, not a trace in the correspondence of the Com- 
. pany, to prove that the Rajah would at any time have been 
permitted to buy himself off from this complicated tyranny. 

I have already stated a curious circumstance in this pro- 
ceeding, to which I must again beg leave to direct your lord- 
- ships’ attention. Does it anywhere appear in that corro- 
spondence, or in the testimony of Mr. Benn, of kir. Markham, 
or of any human being, that Mr. Hastings had ever told 
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Chat Smg idth vhat tnm be •bcmU be cabxfiedf Tbere 
li endenee before jon directlj m proof that tber did not 
know tbe amaont. Kot one penon knew wbat ms uten* 
turn wu when be refosed tbts £20(X000. Por when be 
met Uj MukbflTn at Bandepore, and for tbe first time men* 
tioned tbe imn of £600,000 ea tbe firiw he meant to exact, 
Hr nrwi-kbam wBs astomsbed and eonfoTmded at its magni- 
tude. He tells jtm this bimself It appears, then, uut 
neither Cheit Sing nor the resident at B enar es ^wbo ought 
to hare been m tbe eecret, if opon neb an occasion eeerecr 
is aHovable) erer knew wbat tbe terms were. Hie Bajtn 
was in tbe da^ ] be was left to feel, blindfold, how mncb 
mon^ could relim him from tbe miguttoos intentions of 
3Ir Haatingi t and at last he la told that his ofier comes 
too late. WTUO^ haring erer been told the period at which 
it wonla bare been weU tuned, or tbe amount it was pro- 
posed to take from him. Is this, mj lords, tbe proper waj 
to adjodge a fine P 

Tour lordshipa will now be pleased to adrert to tbe man- 
ner in which be defends bioteeu and these proceedings Ho 
sajs, ** I faceted this offer of twentr laeu, with which tbe 
'Rj^Jsb woutd haro eotnpromisod for b£i guilt when it wu too 
late." If these words be meems tw late to answer tbe 
purpoM for wbicb ho has said tbe fine was designed, namelr, 
the relief of tho CJorapanj’, tho ground of bis defence a ab- 
solutelj false, for it is notonons that at tbe tiifie ref er red 
to the Companj's eflain were in tbe greatest distress 

I win next caU jnor lordships’ attention to tbe projected 
sslo of Benares to the ?»abob of Oude “If," raji Mr 
Hastings, “I erer talked of selling tbe Company’s sore- 
reignty orer Benares to the b*abob of Oude, it was but /a 
te r rere n / and no luhseqaent act of mine warrants tbe sup- 
position of my haring sctIousIt intended h." And in an- 
other place bo ssrc, ** Jf I erer threatened."— Tour lordships 
will remark, that ho pats bypolheUeally a matter, tbe reality 
of which be has got to bo smcmnly declared on an aiEdarlt, 
and m a narratiro to the truth of which he has depoaed upon 
oath “ If I orer threatened," says be. “ to disposiwts the 
Rajah of hb temtories, it is no more thsn whit my prede- 
cessors (without rebuke from fftetr supenors, or nobee taken 
of the expression) had wbbed and intended to hare done to 
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his father, even •when the Company had no pretensions to 
-the sovereignty of the country. It is no more than such a 
legal act of sovereignty as his behaviour justified, and as I 
•was justified in hy the intentions of my predecessors. If I 
pretended to seize upon his forts, it -was in full conviction 
that a dependent on the Company, guaranteed, maintained, 
and protected in his country by the Company’s arms, had no 
occasion for forts ; had no right to them, and could hold them 
for no other than suspected and rebellious purposes. None 
of the Company’s other zemindars are permitted to maintain 
them ; and even our fJly, the Nabob of the Carnatic, has the 
Company’s troops in idl his garrisons. Policv and public 
safety absolutely require it. What state could exist, that 
allowed its inferior members to hold forts and garrisons in- 
dependent of the superior administration ? It is a solecism 
in government to suppose it.” 

Here then, my lords, he first declares that this was merely 
done in ierrorem; that he never intended to execute the 
abominable act. And •will your lordships patiently endure 
that such terrific threats as these shall be hung, by your Go- 
vernor in India, over the unhappj people that are subject to 
him, and protected by British faith ? Will you permit that, 
for tlie purpose of extorting money, a Governor shall hold 
out the terrible threat of delivering a tributary prince and 
his people, bound hand and foot, into the power of their per- 
fidious enemies ? 

The terror occasioned by threatening 'to take from him his 
forts can only be estimated by considering thnt, agreeably 
to the .religion and prejudices of Hindoos, the forts axe the 
places in which their women are lodged ; in which, according 
to their notions, their honour is deposited, and in which is 
lodged all the wealth that they can sa'^e against an evil day, 
"to purchase off the vengeance of an enemy. These forts, 
Mr. Hastings says, he intended to take, because the Eajah 
could hold them for no other than rebellious and suspected 
purposes. Now I •will show your lordships, that the man 
who has the horrible audacity to make this declaration did 
himself assign to the Eajah these very forts. He put him in 

S ossession of them ; and when there was a dispute about the 
Tabob’s rights to them on the one side, and the Company’s 
on the other, did confirm them to this man. The paper shall 
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bo producod, that yon maj hare before yonr ryt* the groa 
cootradictKiiis into vhich hit npacity and acta of arbitnuy 
power hate betrayed him, God, my lord*, men that 

are greatly guilty are never wiae. I repeat it, men that are 
neatly gimfy are never wiae. In then* defence of one mmo 
toey are iuro to meet tho ghoat of tome former defence, 
which, liko the apectre in "MrgQ, drive* them beck. The 
pruoner at your bar, Ifko tho hero of the poet, when he at- 
tempts to make bis escape by one evasion, u stopped by the 
appearance of some former contradictory averment. If he 
attempts to escape by one door, there ha enimnal sUegitlons 
of one kind stop him , if he attempts to e«capo at another, 
the facts snd allegatKmi mtouded for some other atckeii 
pnrpose stare him fldl m the face. 

QtueoB^at rUm ilbi p«tMt 

SacCBMim Dea dbm OfysL 

The paper I bold in mr band contains Xundcomar** a^ 
ensafaon of Sir Hatting*. It consists of a vane^ of chaige* ; 
and 1 will first read to yon whid^ U said by Knndcomar of 
theso forts, which it is pr^endod could be bdd for nano but 
raspioioas and robeUionj purpose*. 

‘^At the tinao Ifr Hasting wm* going to Bonare*, he de- 
sired me to giro him an account In writing of anpr lands 
whidx, thoogh properly belonging to the Subah of Bahar, 
might have como under the dominion of Bulwant Bmg, that 
they might be rreorcred from bis son Ba^ Chcit 8mg The 
perginmah* of Kera, Jlungrcm, and Bldjigur were ciactly in 
thU sitnation, having been usurped by lJulwant Sing from 
the Sabah of Bahar 1 acoordinglr drhrcred to ^Tr Hast- 
mgs the accounts of them from the entrance of the Com- 
pany upon tho dewaany to the year 1170 of the Fused era, 
stated at twenty-foar lacks, hlr Jlaslings said,* Give a copy 
of this to Boy Badhs Chum, that if Chi^ Smg is backward 
uj acknowledmng this daim. Kadba Cbora may answer ami 
confute him * \VTir Jlr Hastings when bo nmved at Be- 
nares, and had called Bajab Cboit Sing before him, left these 
countries still in the Bajah's usarpatiDOj it re mams with ^Ir. 
Hastings to oxplam.” 

This is Isondcomar's charge, hero foUowi 'Mr Hastings's 
reply: “ I recollect an information giicn see by ^lumlcuoiir, 
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concerning tlie pretended usurpations made by the Eajab of 
Benares of the pergunnalis or Kera, IMuugrora, and Bidji- 
gur.” Tour lordships- will recollect that Bidjigur is one of' 
those very forts which he declares could not be held hut I'or 
suspicious and rebellious purposes. “ I do not recollect his 
mentioning it again, when I set out from Benares, neither did 
I ever intimate the subject either to Cheit Sing or his minis- 
ters, because I kncAV I could not support the claim : and to 
have made it and dropped it would have been in every sense 
dishonourable. Not that I passed by it with indifference or 
inattention. I took pains to investigate the foundation of 
this title, and recommended it to the particular inquiry of Mr; 
Vansittart, who was the chief of Patna, at the time in which' 
I received the first intimation. The following letter and 
voucher, which I received from him, contain a complete state- 
ment of this pretended usurpation.” 

- These vouAers will answer our purpose, fully to establish 
that in his opinion the claim of the^glish government upon 
those forts was at that time totally unfounded, and so absurd 
that he did not even dare to mention it. This fort of Bidji- 
gur, the most considerable in the country, and of which we 
shall have much to say hereafter, is the place in which Cheit 
Sing had deposited his women and family. That fortress 
did Mr. Hastings himself give -to this very man, deciding in 
his favour as a judge upon an examination, and after an in- 
quiry : and yet lie now declares that he had no right to it, 
and that he could not hold it but for wicked and rebellious 
purposes. But, my lords, when he changed this language, he 
had resolved to take away these forts, — to destroy them, — to 
root the Kajah out of every place of refuge — out of every 
secure place in which he could hide hiq,head, or screen him- 
self from the rancour, revenge, avarice, and malice of his ruth- 
less foe. He was resolved to have them, although he had, 

- upon the fullest con-viction of the Eajah’s right, given them 
to this very man, and put him into the absolute possession of 
them. 

Again, my lords,' did he, when Cheit Sing, in 1775, was 
put in possession by the potta of the Governor- General and 
council, which contains an enumeration of the names of all. 
the places, which were given up to him, and consequently of 
this among the resh — did he, either before he put the < ^ 
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tion in eoimcfl apoa that potta, or aftenntrda, tell the coca- 
cH tber were gomo to forts into tbe man’i hrm^ to 
which M had no n^t, and wbieh couH be held onlr for re> 
bellioui and roapocted purpose* P We refer year fonUhlp* 
to the place* m which all taeee tnmiactiona are menboced, 
and jon will there find hir Hartm^ took no one exception 
wfaaterer againat them t nor, till wai reaolred opon the 
dertr u e ti on of thia itnhappr man, did he erer ao much aa 
mention thenn It waa ncA tffl then that be docoren tbe 
pocaetauTn of tbe*e forta by the to be a toJeewn ta 

yorenisu*^ 

After quoting tbe noble example* of Sejab Dowlab, and 
tbe other pervona wbom I bare mentioned to yon, bo pro* 
ceeda to cay that Mme of hta predeceaaora, without any pre> 
tenaiona to ■orcreign aatbonty,endeeTonTed to get these forta 
into their poaaeaaioa ; and “ I waa joatified," aay* he, ** by 
the intention of my prcdecetwr*.'' Jlerdfol God! if any- 
thing can aoipasa what he ha* «aid betbre, it i* tbu t my pe- 
decewoT*, wrtnout any title of •orcTtngnty, without any nght 
^latcrer, vubed to get tbeae fort* into tbeir powcTi I 
therefore hare a right to do what they vnbed to do i and I 
am ioatified, not by tbe act*^ but by tbe iiUfMtiMf of my 
pTooecetaoT* At the aamo tnae he know* that the«e pre^ 
ocaaora had been renrobatod by the Company for thia part of 
their proceeding* { ne knew- tMt be waa aent then to intro- 
dace a better ayttem, and to pat an md to thia atate of ni- 
poeity. StDl, whatcrer hla prcdeectaor* truJicJ, howercr 
uiguat and nolent it might be, when tbe aorercignly came 
into hia band*, be matntahta that be had a right to do all 
which they were de*irotij ofaeeoropli«hlag Thai tho enor- 
roltiei formeriy praetjaed, which !m Company aent him to 
c o r r ect, became a fscred ataodard for hia imHdtion. 

Toot lordahlpa will oheerre that be alip* in the word 
rererey*/y, and forgrta compact » becaaio it fa plain, and 
yoor lordahlpa moat perre i re it, that whererer be uae* the 
word t o r e r eign ty, he n»<w it to destroy the tuthority of all 
compccti } and accordinglr in tho paiaaco now before na ho 
dedare* that there ia an joralrdlty la all eompseta entered 
intoia Jadta, from tie nature, aUte, and eonititolkm of that 
empire. “From thediaonJeriy form ofitagoreniment,*’ aayi 
be, " there la an inrabdity in all compart* and treatie* wb^ 
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ever.” Pereons vrLo hnd bo trcnty "witb tho Pajab Tvislicd, 
Bays he, to rob him : therefore I, vrbo have a trcatv’- with 
him, and call myself his sovereign, have a right to realize all 
their ^visbes. 

But the fact is, my lords, that liis predecessors never did 
propose to deprive Buhvnnt Sing, the father of Cheit Sing, 
of nis zemindary. They, indeed, Avished to have had tho 
dewanny transferred to them in tho manner it has since been 
transferred to the Company. They vrished to receive his 
rents, and to be made an intermediato party betu’een him 
and the Mogul emperor, his sovereign. — These predecessors 
had entered into no compact •with the man ; they ■were ne- 
gotiating vrith his sovereign for tho transfer of the dewanny 
or stewardship of tho country, •which transfer •was aftcr- 
•wards actually executed ; but they ■were obliged to give the 
country itself hack again to Bulwant Sing, ^vith a guarantee 
against all the pretensions of Sujah Do'wlah, who had tyran- 
nically assumed an arbitrary power over it. This po'wer tho 
predecessors of Mr. Hastings might also have ■wished to as- 
sume ; and he may therefore say, according to the mode of 
reasoning 'which he has adopted, "whatever they ■wished to 
do, hut never succeeded in doing, I may and ought to do of 
my o-wn will. "Whatever fine Sujah Dowlah would have 
exacted I ■will exact. I 'will penetrate into that tiger’s bosom, 
and discover the latent seeds of rapacity and injustice which 
lurk there, and I ■wfil make him the subject of my imitation. 

These are the principles upon "uhich, ^vithout accuser, 
■without judge, -without mquiry, he resolved to lay a fine of 
£600,000 on Oheit Sing I 

In order to bind himself to a strict fulfilment of this reso- 
lution he has laid down another very extraordinary doctrine. 
He has laid it do-wn as a sort of canon ^in injustice and cor- 
ruption), that "whatever demand, whether just or unjust, a 
man declares his intention of making upon another, he shoidd 
• exact the precise sum which he has determined upon, and 
that if he takes anything less, it is a proof of corruption. “ I 
have,” says he, “shown by this testimony, that I never in- 
tended to make any communication to Cheit Sing, of taking 
less than the fifty lacks, which in my own mind I had re- 
solved to exact.” And he adds, “ I shall make my last and 
solemn appeal to the breast of every man who shall read this, 
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wtetbep it is lilfdy, or morally posiihlo, that I sHcmld h«ra 
tted dovn my okh £itore coodnet to to deddeda proceu wM 
•enes cf acta, if 1 had aecxetly intended to threatetD. or to use 
a degree of Tiolenoe, lor no other jrarpoae than to oraw from 
the otgect of it a meroenaiy atonement for my own pnrate 
emolument, and goffer all tumult to terminate in an c»> 
tensible and unanbetnntial inbmisaion to the anthority which 
1 repreaented" 

had joat before taid. " If 1 erer talked of ■fiTlinr the 
Oompan/a s o rereignty to the Nabob of Oude, it waa o^ ta 
iwTotnt," In the taco of thia aaierticin, ho here gbea you 
to understand he nerer held out anythim {» ierrortwi^ mit 
what he intended to ezecaXo. Bet we will thow you that m 
fact be had rwerred to hnnaelf a power of acting prxt rt 
ntid : and that he intended to compound or not, just aa an* 
awered hia purpoeea upon this oocaaiom " I admit,*' he 
^ that I did not enter tt ** (the mtenbon of ftning Obeit Smg) 
** on the conanltnfaoca, beoanie it waa not neoeaaary ; eren 
tha plan itndf of the fine waa not a filed plan, but to be 
regulated by cjoainataneea, both as to the substantial eoecn* 
tlim of it a:M the mode.*' Now here is a man who has giren 
It in a awom narratiTe that be did not intend to hare a £uv 
thmg lest. "T^yP “Beeaaee I should bare menaced and 
done as in former times has been done , made greet and no 
lent demanda winch I reduced afterwards for mr own corrupt 
purpoeea." Tet he tella you m the eoune of the tame do 
fence, but in another paper, that ho had no fixed plan, that 
he did not kimw whetbv ne should exact o fine at all, or 
what should be his mode of exeeutmg it. 

Idy lords, what we say to thu nvin, who dedares 
that it woidd bo a^uroof of corruption not to exact the full 
sum wbi^ be uireatened to exact, but who finding that 
tlni doctrine would pre« hard upon him, end be considered 
mi a proof of ouelty and mjuxtice, tunii round and deehura 
he had no intention of exacting anything P ‘What shall we 
tty to a Tram wbo thus iLseriea hia dotcrminaticm, who 
to sell a tributaiT pnnee to a. tyrant, and cannot 
decide whether he should take from him hia forts, and pillago 
him of all bo badi whether be should raja© £500,000 upon 
VTm, whether he should accept the £220,000 offered (which 
by the way we perer knew of till long after the whole tranv 
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fiction), -n-licthcr lie should do any or nil of those tlnnp;s, nnd 
then by his oivn account goinjx up to Benares, u-ithout having 
resolved anythin'^ upon this important subject P 

My lords, I ^vill non* assume the hypothesis that ho at last 
discovered suflieient proof of rebellious practices ; still even 
this gave him no right to adduce such rcholliou in justi- 
ficalion of resolutions which ho had tiihen, of acts wliich ho 
had done, before ho knew anything of its existence. To 
such a plea we answer, and your lordships will every one of 
you answer, you shall not by a subsequent discovery of re- 
bellious practices, which you did not know at the time, nnd 
which you did not even believe, ns you have expressly told 
us here, justify your conduct prior to that discover}', 

If the conspiracy which he falsely inqmtcs to Cheit Sing, 
if that wild scheme of driving the Bnglish out of India had 
existed, think in what miserahle circumstances we stand ns 
prosecutors and your lordships as judges, if we admit a dis- 
covery to he pleaded in justification of antecedent nets, found- 
ed upon the assumed existence of that which he had no sort 
of proof, knowledge, or belief of 1 

My lords, wo shall now proceed to another circumstance, 
not less culnahlc in itself, though less shocking to your feel- 
ings, than those to which I have already called your atten- 
tion ; a circumstance which throws a strong presumption of 
guilt upon every part of the prisoner’s conduct. Ilaving 
formed all these infernal plots in his mind, but uncertmu 
which of them he should execute, uncertain what sums of 
money he should extort, whether he should deliver up tho 
Bajah to^iis enemy, or pillage his forts ; he goes up to Be- 
nares ; hut he first delegates to himself all tho powers of 
government, both •ivil and military, in the countries which he 
was going to visit. • 

My lords, we have asserted in our charge, that this delega- 
tion and di^'ision of power was illegal. Ho invested Jninself 
with this authority; for he was the majority in the council. 
Mr. "Wlieler’s consent or dissent signifying nothing. He gave 
himself powers which the act of parliament did not give him. 
He went up to Benares with an illegal commission, ci\dl and 
military ; and to prove this I shall h^ leave to read the pro- 
visions of the act of parliament. I shall show what the 
creature ought to he, hy showing the law of the creator; 
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■wilt the legnlature of Groat Bntam meant that OtTrernor 
Hastmgi ahould not rrhat be Mmtelf 
pir Burke then read the •erenth eection of the act] 
Iiow ■\re do denr that then n by tiui act giren, or 
that under this act tten can bo gmn, to the goTernment of 
India a poorer of dindmg tta mntj into tiro parts, each of 
TThieli aiu^ separately bo a mu^, md the poirer 

giTon to the -H-bole. Tet, my lords, an agreement was made 
between him and Wr ‘Wbeler that he (ifr Hartmgi) should 
hare erery power aril and militaTy, m the upper pronncea, 
and that lir TVlieler should omoy equsl aathorOT in the 
lower ones. 


Jsow, to show yon that it m impoaaible for snoh an agree* 
ment to bo l^fsl, we must refer yon to the conibtution ca^tho 
Company’s gorammciit. Tha whole powe r is Tested in the 
eounol, when all qnertkms are to be decided by a nu^onty 
of Tcoees, and the memboa are directed to resrd in the 
ramntes of their proceeding not only the gneations derided, 
bojt the grotroda njKHi wbrii each mdmdctal member Ibtmds 
hu rote. Now althongb the eooncil u competent to delegate 
its aathoiT^ for any rpee^U purpose to any serraat of tbe 
Company, yet to admit that it can deleeate its snthonty 
ymam/Zy, •mtbcmt reeervtng the means oi ddibcrttKm ana 
control, woold be to change the whole oonstituhom By such 
a prooeeding the gorernmont mar be dmded into a nomber 
01 indepen&nt g oremmentiL withont a common dellberatirD 
council and control- Ibis deli be r a t i ie capacity, which la-eo 
etrjctiy gnsrded hjr the oblimdion of recordmo its eonsnlts* 
tifma, would be totally aonH^ted if tbe conncu dmded itself 
into indepradeot parts, each eotiog acccodmg to its own dts* 
cretion- There is no tiinilar instance in law, there is no simv 
lar instanoe m policy Ibe condnct of thm men impUes a 
direct oositradiction, and jtki will see, bj the sgreement they 
made to support eo^ other, that tb^ were themselTea con* 
saottt of too illegality of this pr o ceeding 

AfUf Hr Hiatingi bad conferre d aWlnto power npon 
himself dfrWn g hii ttsj' in tbo upper prorineea, by an onfer 
of council (m which council ho was himself a ^ 

entered the following nunute in the consultations i “ The 
Gorenior-GenOTl ^tcts m the following nnauto. In mr 
i m r ui ff) which I laid before the court on the 21st of ilay, 1 
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expressed the satisfaction with which I could at this junc- 
ture leave 'the presidency, from the’ mutual confidence which 
•vaa happily established between Mr. Wheler and me. I now 
readily repeat that sentiment, and observe with pleasure that 
Mr. AVTieler confirms it. Before my departure, it is proba- 
ble that we shall in concert have provided at the board for 
almost every important circumstance that can eventually hap- 
pen during my absence ; but if any should occur for which 
no previous pro’vdsion shall have been made in the resolutions 
of the board, Mn. "WTieler may act with immediate decision 
and with the fullest confidence of my support in all such 
emergencies, as well as in conducting the ordinary business 
of the presidency, and in general in all matters of this govern- 
ment, excepting those which may specially or generally be 
' entrusted -to me. Mr. "Wheler during my absence may con- 
sider himself as possessed of the full powers of the Qnvemor- 
G-eneral and council of this government, as in effect he is by 
the constitution ; and he may be assured that so far as my 
sanction and concurrence shall be or be deemed necessary to 
the confirmation of his measures, he shall receive them.” 

Now here is a compact of iniq^uity between these two 
duumvirs. They each give to the other the full, complete, 
and perfect powers of the government, and, in order to secure 
themselves against any obstacles that might arise, they mutu- 
ally engage ’to ratify each other’s acts ; and they say, this is 
not illeg^ because Lord Oomwallis has had such a deputa- 
tion. I must first beg leave to observe, that no man can jus- 
■tify himself in doing any illegal act by its ha’ving been done 
by another ; much less can he justify his own illegal act by 
pleading an act of the same kind done subsequently to his 
act ; because the latter may have been done in consequence 
of his bad example. Men justify their acts in two ways, by 
law and by precedent ; the former asserts the right, the latter 
presumes it from the example of others. But can any man 
lustify an act, because ten or a dozen years after another man 
has done the same thing P dood Heavens ! was there ever 
such a doctrine before heard ? Suppose Lord Cornwallis to 
have done ■wrong ; suppose him to have acted illegally ; does 
that clear the prisoner at your bar ? No ; on the contrary, it 
aggravates his offence, because he has afforded others an ei- 
ainiffe of corrupt and iUesal conduct. But if even Lsrd 
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CotnwiDu had preceded, inatead of foUoiring him, the ex- 
ample Ttnild not bare fiirniahed a joftiflcatTOiL Ihcre la no 
retemblance m the eaaea. Lend Comwalha doe« not hold hn 
gorenunent bjr the act of 177S, bnt bj* a ipcoa] act made 
afterwards I and theref ore to attempt to jostifj- acts done 
imder one form of appointment br acta done under another 
form M to tbe last degree wild and absnrd. 

Xpord Comwalht was gotr^ to conduct a war of great mag* 
mtnde, and waa conaeqiientlj trusted witb e a tr a o n SnarT pow- 
ert. He went in the two characters of gorernor and com- 
mandei>m-chieli and yet the kgaktore was aensible of the 
doubtful validity of a gorcnKirgeiMTftl’i canjing with him 
the whole powers of the coonctL Bat itr H&stinga was not 
commander-in-cluefl when be awnmed the whole mUitaiy as 
well aa aril power Lord Cornwallis, as I bare jost said, 
waa not onlr commander-m-dnet but was goaig to a great 
war, where be might hare occasiem to treat with the co un try 
yowera m a etrQ capxerty; and yet so donbtfol waatbelegl*• 
lature upon this pomt, that they passed a rpecod act to eozw 
firm that delegatioa, and to grre him a power of acting oader 
zt. 

Hy lords we do fiirtber contend, that Hastmn had no 
right to awume the character of commander'in-dnei , for he 
was no mflitaiy man, nor was be appomted by the Company 
to that trosL His aarompHon of ibe military authority was 
a gro ss nsnrpation. It was an anthonty to which he would 
h^ had DO right if the wbok) powers of gorernment were 
Tested m him, and he had camM his coun^ with him on 
hia borae If^ I aay, Hr Hastings bad his conncil on his 
cropper, ho could neither have giren those powers to hlmselC 
nor made a partitioikof them with ilr "Whicler Could Lord 
Cornwallis, lor instance, who earned with hna the power ot 
commnnde^uKhief^ and authontr to conclude treaties with 
aU the native powers, — could be, I ask, have lefoa council 
beiund him in Calcutta with equal powers, who might have 
concluded treaties m direct contradicticm to those m which 
he waa engaged P Cleariy ho could not tbercforo I contend 
that this partition of power, which supposes an integral ain 
thontr in each coundllor, is a monster that cannot exist. 
This the parties themscires felt ao strongly, that they were 
ohUred to have recourse to a stratagem fcaredy less absurd 
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tlinn tlicir divided nssumpHon of power. They entered into 
a compact to confirm each other’s nets, and to support each 
other m whatever the}’ did; thus attempting to give tlicir 
Bcparale acts a legal form. 

I have further to remark to your lordships, what has just 
been suggested to me, that it M-ns for the express purpose of 
legnliziiig Lord Cornwallis’s delegation that ho was made 
commander-iu-chief as well ns governor-general bj' the act. 

The next plea urged by hlr. llnstiugs is convenience'. 
“ It was convenient," he says, " for me to do this.” I answer, 
no person acting with delegated power can delegate that 
power to another. Delegatus non potest delegare, is a maxim 
of law ; much less has he a right to supersede the law aud 
the principle of his own delegation and appointment, upon 
any idea of convenience. But what was the convenienc}' ? 
There was no one professed object connected ivith Mr. 
Hastings’s going in) to Benares, which might not ns well have 
been attained in Calcutta. The only dillercnce would havo 
been, that, in the latter case, ho must have entered some part 
of his proceedings upon the consultations, whether he wished 
it or not. If he had a mind to negotiate with the vizier, he 
had a resident at his court, and the vizier had a resident in 
Calcutta. The most solemn treaties had often been made 
without any governor-general carrying up a delegation of 
civil and military power. If it had been his object to break 
treaties, he might have broken them at Calcutta, as he broke 
the treaty of Chunar. Is there an article in that treaty that 
he might not as well have made at Calcutta P Is there an 
article that he broke (for he broke them all), that ho could 
not have broken at Cdcutta ? So that whether pledging or 
breaking the faith of the Company, he might have done both 
or either without ever stirring from the presidency. 

I can conceive a necessity so urgent as to supersede all 
laws; but I have no conception of a necessity that can re- 
quire two govern ors-general, each forming separately a su- 
preme council. Nay, to bring the point home to him, — if he 
had a mind to make Cheit Sing to pay a fine, as he called it, 
he coiild have made him do that at Calcutta, as weU as at 
Benares. He had before contrived to make him pay all the 
extra demands that were imposed upon him ; and he well 
knew that ho could send Colonel Camac, or somebody else, 
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to Benarei, with a body of troops to enforce the peyToent. 
"Why then did ho m to try axpenni enta there m hii om 
penon P Far this pTam retaon t — that he might be enabled 
to pat tn&h imna m hia own pocket tJ he thought fit. Itwaa 
not and could not bo for any other purpoeo j and I defy the 
wit of Tnwn to find out any other 
Ho eayi, mj lords, that Oheit Sing might hare resisted, and 
that if he had not been therfc the Eajah might hare fled with 
hia money, or raiaod a rebellion for the purpoao of avoidmc 
payment "Why then, we aak, did bo not sand an army P 
\Ve aik, whether Mr with an army tinder the com* 

mtnd of Oolqnel Popham, or jir Fowie, or any other reaf* 
dent, waa not much more likely to exact a great turn of money 
than Mr Haitmga without an army P My lordi, the answer 
moat be in the alfirmatlTe , it u therefore erident that no 
necessity oould exist for hia presence, and that bis presence 
and oouduot oocnnoned hu being defeated in this matter 
'We find thia man armed with an illegal coTomueion, im< 
dertaldng an eoterpnse which he has ainee said was perOoua ; 
which nrored to be periloot, and m which, as he has told ua 
huntelr, the eiistesoe of tbe British empire is India waa in- 
Tolrod. The talisman (your lordships will remember hia use 
of the word), that charm which kept all India in order, which 
kept mighty and warlike nations under the goTenimrnit of a 
few Tngluhmen, would, I TurOy bellem, hare been broken 
for erer, if he, or any other goTBrnor^neral, good or bad, 
had been killem Infinite nuschieis would hare mllowed such 
an erent. Tbe ntuatiou in winch be placed himself by bts 
own miaoonduct waa pregnant wHb nanger } and he pot 
himself in the way of that danger, without haTing any armed 
force worth mentioaing, oltbougfa ho has acknowledged that 
Cheit Sing had then an immense force. In fact, the demand 
of two thousand caralry prores that he considered the Er\Jah’i 
army to bo formldsble, yet, notwithstanding this, with four 
coropaaies of sepoys, pooriy armed and flT pronBoned, ho 
went to inrade that fine country, and to force ftom its sore* 
A enm ot money, the parment of which be had reason 
to think would be resisted, lie thus rashly hazarded hu own 
being, and the being of all hb people. 

But, says he, "I did not iroagino the Ha^ intended to go 
Wn reWliDn, and therefore wentuDsrmed.” "WTiy then was 
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his presence necessary ? why did h? not send an order from 
Calcutta for the payment of the money ? But what did he 
do when he got there P “I was alarmed,” says he, “ for the 
Eajah surrounded my budgerow with two thousand men — 
that indicated a hostile disposition.” Well, if he did so, what 
precaution did Mr. Hastings take for his own safety P Why 
none, my lords, none ; he must therefore have been either a 
madman, a fool, or a determined declarer of falsehood. Either 
he thought there was no danger, and therefore no occasion for 
providing against it, or he was the worst of governors ; the 
most culpably improvident of his personal safety, of the 
lives of his officers and men, and of his country’s honour. 

The demand of £600,000 was a thing likely to irritate the 
Bajah and to create resistance. In fact he confesses this. 
Mr. Markham and he had a discourse upon that subject, and 
agreed to arrest the Bajah, because they thought the enforcing 
this demand might drive him to his forts, and excite a rebel- 
lion in the country, He therefore knew there was danger to 
be apprehended from this act of violence ; and yet, knowing 
this, he sent one unarmed resident to give the orders, and 
four unarmed companies of sepoys to support him. He pro- 
vokes the people ; he goads them with every kind of insult, 
added to every kind of injury, and then rushes into the vary 
jaws of danger, provoking a formidable foe by the display of 
a puny, insignificant force. 

In expectation of danger, he seized the person of the Bajah, 
and he pretends that the Bajah suffered no disgrace from his 
arrest. But, my lords, we have proved what was stated by 
the Bajah, and was well known to MDr. Hastings, that to im- 
prison a person of elevated station, in that country, is to sub- 
ject him to the highest dishonour and disgrace ; and would 
make the person so imprisoned utterly unlit to execute the 
functions of government ever after. 

I have now to state to your lordships a transaction which 
is worse than his wantonly playing with the safety of the 
Company, worse than his exacting sums of money by fraud 
and violence. My lords, the history of this transaction must 
be prefaced by describing to your lordships the duty and 
prinmeges attached to the office of naib. A naib is an officer 
well known in India, as the administrator of the affairs of any 
government, whenever the authority of the regular holder is 
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ffotpended^ But aUhoiu^ the uta oulj u a depot/, 
TetjWbcD the power of the prmcapol i» totally Bupertedod, aa 
vj impriKrnmmt or othemae^ ozm that of the no^ ia Bubfti^ 
tated, be becomea the actual aoraroign, and the principal la 
Todtu^ to a mere pennoner I am now to ihow jonr lord* 
■hipawbom Mr Haatinga appointed oa naib to the goTer nm ant 
of the country, afior ho nod uopmoned tbo Bajah. 

Obeit Bmg hod gtren bun to nndearetsnd through Mr 
Marhbam, be was aware of the deaign of auspendn^ 
him, and of placing bn eorennoent m the bands oi a nalb 
whom be greatly beaded This penon was railed Ooesann 
Bing ; he waa a remote relation of the family, and an ohieet 
of ^ir peonliar nupioian and tg ro r ^e moment Obat 
Smg waa arreited, be foond that hii prophetie tool spohe 
truly , for Mr Hoatingt aotoaify appointed thia ray TP*n to 
bema master And who waa thU man? We are t<dd by 
Mr Markham, In hia endance bare, that he waa a man who 
had dnhonourod hn famllr ( be waa the disgrace of bn bow; 
that be was a penoo who could not be tnuted, and Mr 
Haatmgt, m grriog Mr Markham full power afterwards to 
appoint muba, ezpreaaly exeepted this Oeeaaun Bipg from all 
trait wbaterer, u a penon totally unworthy of it. Tet thia 
Oooaun Sing, the oiagnce and calamity of hia fknnly, an 
incestuona adulterer, and a supposed Woe of a guilty con- 
nectioo, waa declared naib Yea, my kuda, this degraded, 
this wicked, and flagitious character the &jBh*a arowed 
enemy, waa, in order to heighten the B^ah’i disgrace, to em- 
bitter bis rain, to make des^oction itaelf*diahonouTable aa well 
aa deatructire. appointed this naib Tbua when hlr Haat- 
inga had imprisoned the Bi^jah m the lace of hn anhyecta, and 
in the flioe of all InjUa, witl^t fixing any term for the dura- 
tion of hu imprisonment, be delirerw up the country to a 
man whom he knew to bo utterly undcserring, a man 
whom be kept ra ticw for the purpoee of frightening tho 
and woom be waa obliged to oopoee on account of his 
miscondoet, almost as soon as he had namod him, and to 
exclude apcoallj from all kind of trust. Wo hare beard of 
mu^ tyranny, armrico, and insult in tho world, hut soeb an 
instance of tyranny, arance, and insult combined has nerer 
before been eihlblted- 

We are now come to the last accue of this fligitlooi trana* 
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action. Wlien Mr. Hastings imprisoned the Eajah, he did 
not renew his demand for the £600,000 ; but he exhibited a 
regular charge of various pretended dolin(^uencies against him, 
digested into heads, and he called on him, in a dilatory, ir- 
regular way of proceeding, for an answer. The man, under 
every difficulty and every distress, gave an answer to every 
particular of the charge, as exact and punctilious as could have 
been made to articles of impeachment in this House. 

I must here request your lordships to consider the order of 
these proceedings. Mr. Hastings, having determined upon 
the utter ruin and destruction of this unfortunate prince, en- 
deavoured by the arrest of his person, by a contemptuous 
disregard to his submissive applications, by the appointment 
of a depufy who was personally odious to him, and by the 
terror of stdl greater insults, — he endeavoured, I say, to goad 
him on to the commission of some acts of resistance, sufficient 
to give a colour of justice to that last dreadful extremity to 
which he had resolved to carry his malignant rapacity. Eail- 
ing in this wicked project, and studiously avoiding the de- 
claration of any terms upon which the Eajah might redeem 
himself from these violent proceedings, he next declared his 
intention of seizing his forts, the depository of his victim’s 
honour, and of the means of his subsistence. He required 
him to deliver up his accounts and accountants, together with 
aU persons who were acquainted with the particulars of his 
effects and treasimes, for the purpose of transferring those 
effects to such persons as he (Mr. Hastings) chose to nomi- 
nate. 

It was at this crisis of aggravated insult and brutality that 
the indignation which these proceedings had occasioned^ in 
the breasts of the Kajah’s subjects burst out into an open 
flame. The Hajah had retired to the last refuge of the af- 
flicted, to offer up prayers to his God and our God, when a 
vile ehubdar or tipstaff came to interrupt and insult him. 
His alarmed and loyal subjects felt for a beloved sovereign 
that deep interest which we should all feel if our sovereign 
were so treated. What man with a spark of loyalty in his 
breast, — what man regardful of the honour of his country, 
when he saw his sovereign imprisoned, and so notorious a 
wretch appointed his deputy, could be a patient witness of 
such wrongs ? The subjects of this unfortunate prince did 
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wluit we Btrrnld hare done , what all who lore their conntry, 
who lore their liberty^ who lore their lawe, who loro their 
propertjj who love th^ aarereagn. would hare done on nch 
an occanotL Gliej looked upon him aa their aorereign, a)« 
though degraded Thej were unacquainted with anj tu 
thontj Bupenor to hia, and the phantom of tyranny which 
performed these oppreanre acts was imaccompamed by that 
loroe whidi joitides iobmwdon, by afTarding the plea of ne> 
cesBity An unseen tyrant and four nuserahle eompanies of 
sepoys ezeoxted all tM horrible things tiiat we hare mei> 
ttwe<L The spirit of the Baiah’s sucQeoti was roused by 
thur wrongs, and encouraged py the oontemptihle weaknen 
of their oppreesorm. The whole coontry roee up m roheUiou, 
and surely m gottifiable rebelhon. Ereiy writer on the law 
of nations, — erery man that has wrrtten, thought, or felt 
upon the affairs of goremmexit, must wnte, know, thmk, and 
feeL that a people so cruelly soonrned and oppressed, both 
in nersoQ oi tbdr chief and in thesr own persons, were 
loftiilea m their resistance. They were roused to rengeance, 
and a short but most bloody war followed. 

'We charn the pnsooer at your bar with bQ the eooso* 
quenoes of uus war We charge him whh the murder of our 
sepoys, whom he sent nnarmed to such a dangerous enter* 
pnse. We cbargo him with the blood of erery man that 
was shed m that place t and we coll him, as we bare called 
him, a tyrant, an oppressor, and a murd erer We call him 
murderer in the laigest and fullest sense of the word j bh> 
cause be was the cause of the murder of our English ofBeers 
and sopoys, whom be kept unarmed and unacquainted with 
the danger to whidi they would be exposed by the riolence 
of his transairtKms. ^Se soenficed to ha own nefarious news 
ereiy one of those bret, as srell as the bres of the innocent 
natires of Benares, whom be designedly drore to remtanee 
by the weakness of the force oppoe^ to thorn, after inciting 
them, by tyranny and uuultj to that display of afleetkm to 
wards their sorere ig n which u the duty of all good subjects. 

hly lords, these are the miqmtks which we bare dorged 
upon the pnsouer at your bu| and I will next eall your 
Vxr^lupa’ attention to the manner in which these iniquities 
hare been protended to be justified. You will perceire a 
great difference In the manner in which tins prisoner ia tned, 
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and v^f whioli ho fo iniirh coinplninF. nnd tho innnnor in which 
ho dcr.lt wi'.h Jho unforttnintc ohjoi’l of hi? op^n*?Fion. 'i'lio 
InUor thus oponiy nppoalti (o hi? nooUFor; “ ^ on nn'/' pays 
1)0, “upon Iho spot. It i:: hnj'py for ino thnf you Jirt'^ ro. 
You cnn new iiupiiro into tny conduct.” Pit! r. Hr»htinp? 
po inquirer 2s o, nn* lords, wo Imvo not n.worsl of any in- 
quire; he even found fresh nintlor of charge in Die answer 
of the Kajah ; nltliou^h if there is tmv fault in this answer, 
it is its o.xtreiucly luunhle and puhinisslve tone. If there was 
nnylhing faulty in his manner, it was his (-xlrome humility 
and submission. It is plain he would h.avi- almost puhinittcil 
to anything. lie ollerod, in fact, ,0220,000 to redeem him- 
Fclf from greater .suflorlng. Surely no m.an guing into rebel- 
lion would offer ,-£220, 000 of the treasure which would be mi 
c.sscnti.al to his .‘^ucces? ; nor would any gin'ernment th.al was 
really apprehensive of rebellion call tipon the susj'eoted per- 
son to arm atul discipline two thousand hor.'C. My lords, it 
ia evident no snch apprehensions were entertained ; imr un.s 
any such charge made tintil nnnishment liad cominenced. A 
vague accusation was then urought forward, wlu'eh was lui- 
swered hy n clear and a natural defence, den;, iug snnu* parts 
of the charge, evading and apologir.iiig for oth- r.', .and d<-- 
siring the whole to bo inquired into. To tlii' n que.^-l tl;o 
auswci of tbc Govcrnor-dcncr.al was, Tl;.it uonh <b', yi.u 
shall have no inquiries. And why ^ Ilci-atni- I h.nvr arbi- 
trary power, you iinvc no rights, and I c.iu and uijl puni^h 
you without inquiry, I admit that if v.ili tin- l.iw, bo 
may take the cliarge before punisliiueut, (.r ilw puisi^ !if),.-at 
before the charge, or be may puni-b witlrut r.ir.kiiig auv 
charge. If bis will is the law, nil I bavo bi< .u ; y. ing aomunt'-t 
to notbiug. But I Jinve ondc.avour. d^to b t yitr b>r.i.<bij)'t 
see, that in no countrT upon the c.irtb i- tb.- vill of a de i ot 
law. It ina}' produce wicked, $yr..!)i)ir;d art -, but 

in no country i.s it J.aw. 

_ Tbc dutvyf n. PovcrcifTP in m-jcs r.f rcl.T-llinn. a- laid doun 
in the Hedain, agree.» intb the gcncr.'d pno tic in India. It 
was usual, c.vcept in c.asta* of notorious inju-lict' rind op[>rcs- 
non, whenever a rcbclbon or a njFjjicjon of a n-Itdlinii ex- 
isted, to admonish the rebellious j.artv and p''r.-uadc him to 
return to his dut}'. C.au.“C3 of coinpkiiut were rciunvcf .’U'd 
misunderfitaiidings cijilaiued, and, to save the efi'u-io.'’ 
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blood, term mcaraim w-era cob cdopted miHl tboj were 
rendered indiipenxable. Thn wise and prorident law ia or 
cm^t to be tbe law m aU constnea , it wu, zn SaHt tbe liw 
m unt conntrj’, but Hr Haatingi did not attend to iL Hu 
nnfbcrtnnite Tzotim wai soaded to remit end dmen Iroai hit 
enl^ects, eltbongb be endeeTOored by tneoa^ after mecsa^ 
to recon ml e tbu miel tyrant to Heu tdd in re^, 

Yon bare abed tbe blood of En^uhmen, and I will norer be 
reconciled to you- Tour lordahroa will obaerro, that tbe rea- 
son he pros for tneb an mfimal oetarrmnation (for it cannot 
bo jnatly qualified by any other word) u of a natnre to make 
tyranny tbe reiT foondohon of oar gommment I do not 
aay bera npon wrat ocean on people may or may not retiit t 
bat anredy, if erer there was an occasion on which pcopJe, 
from lore to their aorcrelgii and regard to their eonntry, 
might take up arms, H waa this. They saw a tyrant nolent 
m lua demands, and weak m bU power They nw tbeir 
prmcB impritoned and inmltod, after be bad made evetr offer 
of anbauanon, and bad laid hu torban three tunes in toe lap 
of bis opproMor They taw him, instead of aroiling bunseu 
of tbe means be posaecsed of ontting off hu adreraaiT ffor 
t^ Ilia of Hr Hutmgs was enhrelyln bu power), bemking 
bJmaelf to fijgbt Tb^ tbeo tbrcoiged ronsd bl^ took np 
arms in hu dmence, and abed tbe bh^ of some of hb insult- 
era. Is thu reautance, so eioted, so proroked,. a plea for 
irreconcGahlo Tengeance f 

I must beg pardon for baring omitted to lay before your 
lordsbipa, m its proper plac^ a most exlraordlnarr paper 
■wlucb rfl show yon in what manner jodimal inquiries are 
conducted, upon what grounds charges are made, by what 
sort of endenco they are sopported, and, in short, to whal 
perili the lirea and fortunes of men are subjected in that 
country This paper is in tbe printed minutes, page 1003 
It was giren in agre ea bly to retrograde order which they 
hare establisbed m them judieUl procoedingi. It was pro- 
duced to prore the truth of a ebar^ of rebelbon, which was 
made some months before tbo paper ia orideoce waa known 
to the eceiuer 

^Tb the Hboouiaiie Wirmi Hasciogs. Scr , — About tbo 
month of Korember last, I cotnmunicsted to Hr ifarkham 
the subetonce of a eonrenetfon said to hare poased betwwsi 
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Enjali Clieit Sing and Saadut Ally, and which was reported 
to me by a person in whom I had some confidence. The 
mode of communicating this intelligence to you I left en- 
tirely to Mr. Markhan. In this conversation, which was 
private, the Haiah and Saadut Ally were said to have talked 
of Hyder Ally’s ^^cto^y over Colonel Baillie’s detachment ; 
to have agreed that they ought to seize this opportunity of 
consulting their own interest, and to have determined to 
watch the success of Hyder’s arms. Some days after this 
conversation was said to have happened, I was informed hy 
the same person, that the Eajah had received a message from 
one of the begums at !Pyzahad (I think it was from Sujah ul 
Dowlah’s widow), advising him not to comply with the de- 
mands of government, and encouraging him to expect support 
in case of his resisting. This also, I believe, I communicated 
to Mj. Markham,but, not being perfectly certain, I now think 
it my duty to remove the possibility of your remaining unac- 
quainted with a circumstance which may not be unconnected 
with the present conduct of the Bajah.” 

Here then is evidence of evidence given to Mr. Markham 
by Mr. Balfour, from Lucknow, in the month of November, 
1781, long after the transaction at Benares. But what was 
this evidence ? I communicate, he says, the subject of “ a 
conversation said to have passed.” Observe, said, not a 
conversation that had passed to his knowledge or recollec- 
tion, but what his informant said had passed. He adds, 
this' conversation was reported to him by a person whom he 
won’t name, but in whom, he says, he had some confidence. 
This anonymous person, in whom he had put some confi- 
dence, was not himself present at the conversation. He only 
reports to him, that it was said by somebody else that such 
a conversation had taken place. Thi^ conversation, which 
somebody told Colonel Balfour he had heard was said by 
somebody to have taken place, if true, related to matters of 
great importance ; still the mode of its communication was 
left to Mr. Markham, and that gentleman did not bring it for- 
ward tin some months after. Colonel Balfour proceeds to 
say : “ Some days after this conversation was said to have 

happened” (your lordships will observe, it is always, ‘was 
said to have happened-), “ I was informed by the same person 
that the Bajah * had received a message from one of the be- 
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gumi at Fyiahad (T thmk It ttm from Sigih ti 1 BcnrWi 
widow), aonaiiiff him not to complr with the dcmandi o' 
gOTenunent, and enconiaging him to expect tupport m caw 
of hif reetrtnig” He next adda, "thi* b2*o I beliere” 
(ohaerre, he a^ he u not quite tnre of it) “I cotmntmi- 
cated to Mr Markham, hot, not being perfectly certain " (of 
a matter the immedate knowledge of which, if true, waa of 
the highcft importance to hia oonntry), “ I now t hink it mj 
duty to reinoTe the powbUiW of yoor remaining unacquaint- 
ed with a oireumrtnnce whiA may not be nnconriected with 
thepreeent conduct of the Bajah *' 

Here la a man that come* with information long after the 
fact depoaed to. and after hamig left to another the commu- 
nication of hia inteihgeneo to the proper authority, that other 
negkcti the matter No letter of Mr Markham’s appear*, 
oommunkating anr aoefa o o nT cma taon to hir Hastings: and 
indeed why he diet not do to most appear rery ohnons to 
your lordahJpa, for a more contemptible, ndicidoui, and ab- 
tnrd stoiy nerer was mrented. Does Mr Balfour come 
forward sid tell him who hit mfomant was ? Ko. Doe* 
ho Bsy, he was an Ixformant whom I dare not naii>& npon 
aeooont of hk great eonsequenoe and the great eoondetice 
I had in him P Ho He (^y says, slightly, “ I bare some 
confidence in him ” It is upon this endeoce of a reporter 
of what another la and to hare said, that Mr Uasting* and 
hts coondl rely for proofs and hare thought proper to charge 
the HAjah with hariM conceired rebelhoui deticni, soon after 
the time when Mr Hastings had declared hia Mlief that no 
■n^ designs bad been forint 

Mr Hastirgs hai done wrth hb charge of rebellion what 
he did with 'S declaraben of arbitrary power, after he had 
Tomited it up m onif place, ho r e tur ns to it in snot her He 
here dedarcs (after be had recorded bia belief that no rebel- 
lion was erer intended) that Mr Markham was in possess ion 
of information which he might hare bebered. if it had been 
communicated to him. Qoot Hearens 1 HTh3i you renew 
all these orcmnitances, and consider the prauaples upon 
whiA this TTvn was tned and panisbed, what must you 
think of the miStnhJe mtaaboo of pcTscns of the highest 
rank m that country, under the goverument of men who 
are di gHwed to dugrace and mm them in this imqmlojt 
mannerl 
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Mr. Balfour ia in Europo, I IjclicvG. How coroes li 
be is not produced here to tell your lordsbips who was his 

informer, and what he louows of tbe transaction ? Iho} hayo 

not produced him, hut have thought ht to rely upon this 
miserable, beggarly semblance of evidence, the very ]>toquc- 
tion of which was a crime, when brought forward lor the 
purpose of gi^'ing colour to acts of injustice and oppression. 
If you ask, who is this hir. Balfour? Ko is a person who 
was a military collector of revenue in the proNunce of Bohil 
Cund *, a country now ruined and desolated, hut once tho 
garden of the world. It was from the depth of that liorriblo 
devastating system that he gave this ridiculous, contemptible 
evidence, which if it can be etjualled, I shall admit that 
there is not one word we liave said that you ought to 
■ attend to. 

Tour lordsbips are now enabled to sum up tho amount 
and estimate the result of all this iniquity. The B.ajali him- 
self is punished, he is mined and unaone, but tho i-{i600,000 
is not gained. He has fled his country, but be carried his 
treasures with him. His forts aro taken possession of, but 
there was nothing found in them. It is the report of tho 
country, and is so stated by Mr. Hastings, that ho carried 
away with him, in gold and silver, to the value of about 
£400,000 : and thus that sum was totally lost, even ns an 
object of plunder, to the Company. The author of the mis- 
chief lost his favourite object by bis cruelty and violence. 
If Mr. Hastings had listened to Gheit Sing at first ; if be had 
answered his letters, and dealt civilly with him ; if he bad 
endeavoured afterwards to compromise matters ; if he bad 
told him what his demands were ; if, even after the rebel- 
lion had broken out, he had demanded^ and exacted a fine ; 
the Company would have gained £220,000 at least, and per- 
haps a much larger sum, without difficulty. They would 
not then have^ had £400,000 carried out of the country by 
a tributary chief, to become, as we Imow that sum baa be- 
come, the plunder of the Mabrattas and onr other enemies. 
I state to yon the account of the profit and loss of tyranny ; 
take it as an accoimt of profit aild loss : forget the moralit}’’, 
for^t the law, forget the policy ; take it, I say, as a matter of 
profited loss. Mr. Hastings lost the subsidy Mr. Hastings 
loet the £220,000 which was offered him, and more that 
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be 2 )i^t here ^t. Mr Hutasgi lost it tH, tbe (Vw- 
pan^ loet'tbe d&i00,000 ■whicb he mennt to cuict. It ^r*4 
cmmed from tbe Bntuh domuuons, to iti flrwwnw* frrr 

mtr 

Dua man, mj lorda, baa not cmfy acted thoj rmdlctaTd/ 
htmeelf^ but he hai a vowed the pnndple of revenge ai a 
gonaral role of pohcy connected with the eectEn^ of the 
BritiBh govCTnment in India. He has dared to decLue, that 
if a native once drawi hu award be u not to be pardoied ) 
that ^on never are to forgive an^ man who haa killed an 
aoldier Yon are to 2»e and reac aitf ul > 

and there la no m^TTm of ^nmta which, upon acoonnt oi 
the aoppoeed weakneea of jonr go v emin ent, von are not to 


panne. Wat thr* the eondoot m the Ho^nl eonqoeron of 
TnrHA p and moat thla MMrta r i lf be the polioj of their Ohna> 
tiww cnoceaaoa P I pledge mvael^ if colled upon, to prove 
the oontrarj I ple^ m^aelf to prodnoe, in the hmory 
if tbe Mogm emp^ a aenea of pardona and amnefties for 
reb^ona, firom xta eaibeat eatabliihmepta, and m ita moat 
diatant pronncea. 

I need not etate to vour lordahspa what jm koow to be 
the true prlncrplot of Sntiah poli^ in matten of thia nature 
■\Vben there hu been provocation, jxm onnbt to bo rcadv to 
liiten to tenna of reconaltation, even aflor war baa been 
mflHft- Thu jon ooght to do, to abow that pou are placable ) 
inch poboj u tha would donbtleaa be of tbe rreeteat benefit 
and advantage to jon. Look to tbe caae of Bojah Dowlah ; 
Ton hfld, in the eanae of a war with him, driven him from 
ma eonntiT ( jxm had not left him m p O Mc aaiop of a foot of 
earth in the world. Ibe Itogul wai m aorcrcign, and, by 
hia authonty, it wu m your power to diapoee of the vmcrw 
ate and of every office of atate which Btyab Dowlah held 
under the emperor ; for be hated him mortally^ud war de- 
iirona of dupoucaaing him of eierrthmg \Vhat dtd yon 
doP Though ho had abed much fingltab blood, you re- 
eaiabliabed mm in all hu power | you gave him more than ho 
before po uca eed, and you had no reaaon to re p ent your gen- 
rrr^tj TouT magnanimity and juitico proved to be the 
boat policy, and wu tbe auMect of admiralKm from one end 
of India to the other DuthEr Ilaatmga had other maiima 
and other pnnaplea. Ton are weak, ho nya, and therefore 


IIASTIKOB, IPQ. 


47 


you ouglit never to forcivo. liulecd, IVlr. Ilnslings never 
does forgive. The l^njnh wns wenk, end lie persecuted him ; 
Jlr. Hnstings u'ns weak, and lie lost his prey. He went up 
the country with the rapacity, but not with the talons And 
beak, of a \-ulturc. Ho Avent to look for plunder, but ho 
was himself plvmdcred, tho country was ravaged, and the 
prey escaped. 

iJtcr the csc.ape of Cheit Sing, there still existed in ono 
comer of the country some" further food for jNIr. Hastings's 
nipacit)'. There was a place called Bidjigur, one of those 
forts which J^Ir. Hastings declared could not bo safely left 
m the possession of the Itajali ; measures were therefore taken 
to obtain possession of this place, soon after tho flight of its 
xinfortimate proprietor. And what did he And in it ? A 
great and powerful garrison ? Ho, my lords ; he found in it 
the wives and family of the Bajnh ; he found it inhabited by 
two hundred women, and defended by a garrison of eunuchs 
and a few feeble militia men. This fortress was supposed 
by him to contain some money, which ho hoped to Jay hold 
of, when all other means of rapacity had escaped him. Ho 
first sends (and you have it on your minutes) a most cruel, 
most atrocious, and most insidting message to these uufor- 
tunate women ; ono of Avhom, a principal personage of the 
family, we find him in the subsequent negotiation scandaliz- 
ing in ono minute, aud declaring to be a Avoinen of respecta- 
ble character in the next ; treating her by turns ns a prosti- 
tute and as an amiable woman, as best suited the purposes of 
the hour. This woman, with two hundred of her sex, ho 
found in Bidjigur. 'Whatover money they had was their 
own property, and ns such Cheit Sing, who had risited the 
place before his flight, had left it for their support, thinking 
that it would be secure to them as their property, because 
tbey were persons wholly void of guilt, as they must needs 
have been. This money the Hajab might have carried off 
Avith him ; hut he left it them, and we must presume that it 
was their property ; and no attempt was ever made by IMr. 
Hastings to prove otherwise. They had no other property 
that could be found. It was the only means .of subsistence 
for themselves, their children, their domestics, and depend- 
ants, and for the whole female part of that once illustrious 
and next to royal family. 
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But to procoM. A d«taiHinent of >o)dlen vu Met to 
mt* tho lOTt* \ »old>er« m« habitoaUr men of •omo ccxtff 
otrtrj etm wbra tbey ato acting id alad canae they do not 
arhoUr low tbo mxlitaiy tpuit. But ACr Haatinga, fearing 
tint thcT mi^t not bo animated witli tbe atmo lujt of plan* 
dcrat bWott stimulated them to demand tbo plunder of the 
nUeo, and cxprmei hu bopea tbat no compontion would 
t>e made with theao woraen, and that not one •hilling of tho 
booty would be allowed them. Ho doc* not tni*t to their 
actnt a* aoldwr* who hato Aor fortune* to miAe, but ho 
tfammato* and urge* them not to giro way to the g ener o u * 
pamon* and f«.'<Ung* of men. 

He thu* wntci* ftom Benarc*, the 22nd of October, 1781, 
ten o'dod: in the morning — I am thi* mttant CaTomed with 
your* of yo*tefday i mine to yoa of the taiitf. date ha* before 
thu time arquamted rou with my rraolution* and »eDhinent* 
rc*iwctiog tho Raunee, I think ertrr demand the hiu made 
to you, escept that of aatltr and pwpcct for her petaoa, i* 
unreaMnahl^ If the report* hroupht to me *« true, tout 
rejecting her oflm, or anr negohatKm with her, would toon 
ibtain Tou rownnou of the tort upon tout own term*. I 
apprehend that iihe will eontnre to defraud the captor* of a 
conaiderahle part of the booty, by being suffered to retiro 
without cnamiuatwn , but thi* n your conaidcrahon, and not 
tolne I ihould he wrrr that rxnr olEccr* and Kddim lo»t 
anr part of the reward to whtjh they arc »o wrU entitled, 
but I cannot make anc objection, as you must bo the beet 
j^ge of the oipcdicneT of the promi^ indulgence to tho 
Munce \\*hat rou hare engaged for I will certainly ratiQr . 
but a* to pennitting the Baunre to hold the pergutuuh oi 
Kurtcck, or anr otbCr m the tcmindary, without bemg nb* 
ject to the authontT of the icmindar ; or any Und* whaterer, 
or indeed making anr condition* with her for a pronwoui I 
will nerer consent to it ’ 

Mr 1 wda, Ton hare *ccn the pnnaple* upon which thi* 
man j^ostifie* "hi* conduct. Here hi* real nature, character. 
and Ji»po*ition break out. Tbrae women had berm gmltr ot 
no rebAlxmC lie nercr charged them with any enme "but 
that of hanng wealth: and ret you aee with what ferocity 
he punot^ ereiTthing that helciogcd to tho destined object 
of ht* cruel, inhuman, tad moro Uinn tragic rerenge H 
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pays he, you have made an agreement with theja, and will 
iusist upon it, I will ke^ it ; hut if you have not, I beseech 
you not to make any. ' Dp n’t give them anything ; suffer no 
stipulations whatever of a provision for them. The capitula- 
tion I will ratify, provided it contains no article of future 
provision for them: this he positively forbad; so that his 
bloodthirsty vengeance would have sent out these two hun- 
dred innocent women to starve naked in the world. 

But he not only declares that the money found in the fort 
is the soldiers’ ; he adds, that he should be sorry if they lost 
a shilling of it. So that you have here a man not only de- 
claring that the money was theirs, directly contrary to the 
Company’s positive orders upon other similar occasions, and 
after he had.himself declared that prize-money was poison to 
soldiers; butdirectlyincitingthemtoinsistupon theirrighttoit 

A month had been allowed by proclamation for the sub- 
mission of all persons who had been in rebellion, which sub- 
mission was to entitle them to indemnity. But, my lords, 
t e endeavoured to break the public faith with these women, 
by inciting the soldiers to make no capitulation with them, 
and thus depriving them of the benefit of the proclamation, 
by preventing their voluntary surrender. 

■ [Mr. Burke here read the proclamation.] 

Brom the date of this proclamation it appears that the sur- 
render of the fort was clearly within the time given to those 
who had been guilty of the most atrocious acts of rebellion 
to repair to their homes and enjoy an indemnity. Tliese 
women had never quitted their homes, nor had they been 
charged with rebellion, and yet they were cruelly excluded 
from the general indemnity ;• and after the army had taken 
unconditional possession of the fort, they were turned out of 
it, and ordered- to the quarters of the commanding officer. 
Major Popham. This officer had received from Mri Hast- 
ings a power to rob them, a power to plunder them, a power 
to distribute the plunder, but no power to give them any 
allowance, nor any authority even to receive them. 

• In this disgraceful affair "the soldiers showed a generosity 
which Mr. Hastings neither showed nor would have suffered, 
if he could have prevented it. They agreed amongst them- 
selves to give to these women three lacks of rupees, and some 
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tnJle more; and the rest vru dmded as a prey among tht 
armj Tie aum found in the Cart iraa ahoot £288,00(X not 
the amallert part of irbwh waa m anj- mf prored to be Cbaft 
Blng’i property, or the pr op er^ of any ]>eT*on bnt the un- 
fortnnate women irto wnro found in the pooeamon of it. 

Thfl plunder of the fort being that giren to the addiemL 
irhat docs 2i> Haatma next do f He u astonished and 
■tupified to End so nm<m unprofitable riolence , so much ty- 
ranny and so little pocmuatj adranta^ { so much bloodshed 
without any profit to the Oompany He tberefore breaks his 
faith with soldiers { dedarca thaL hsnng no right to the 
money, th^ must refund it to the Oompany ana, on their 
refiijcfil, he institiited a suit amdnit them- With rapeo t to 
the thw locks of rupees, or £®0,000, which was to be giren 
to these women, hare we a scrap of paper to proto its pay- 
ment f Is there a single receipt or readier to renfy th^ 
hating received one sixpence of it P I am ntber mdmed to 
think that they did reeOTteit,oraotte part of it, hut I don’t 
know a greata crime in puhbe officers than to hate so kind 
of tooehen for the disposal of any larne sums of money 
which pass throng their bands , but tins, my lords, Is the 
great nco of ilr Hastings’s goternment 

I hate briefly taken iidico of the daim which Mr Hast- 
mgs thought proper to make, on the psrt of the Company, 
to the treasure found in the fort of Bidjigur, after ho haa 
iustigated the army to claim it as the right cdT tbe captors. 
Tour lordships will not be at a loss to account for this 
strange and barefaced inconsistency Tha excellent Goremor 
foresaw that be would hare a bad account of tins business to 
giro to the contractors in I^eadenhaH Street, wbo consider 
raws, rehgvm, mornlityj and tbe pnndplcs of state policy of 
empires as mere qatsUons of profit and loes. Finamg that 
be had dmnal accounts to giro of great sums expended with- 
out any returns, be had recourse to the only eqiedicnt that 
was lefl him. He had broken his faith with the ladies m 
the fort, by not anffcnng bis officers to grant them that in- 
demnity which his pTodamation oflered- Then, finding that 
the soldiers had taken him at bis word, and approp na tw the 
trcajure to their own use, ho next broke bis la^ with them. 

A conatant breach of fidlh u a maiJm with him. He cUitna 
the treajuro for tbe Company, and institutes a smt before Sir 
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Tonr lordjhipi will obterr^ tint the flr»t of tbe»e erti* 
mates is untceompamed mtb uiy docmneitt wbaterer, and 
tliat it is contradicted br tbo P*pcn of receipt and the arti- 
cles of account, from all of wiu^ it eppean that the coun- 
tiT nerer jieid^ more than forty locks aunng the timo that 
hlr Hastings bad it in his poesesaxm , and you mar be sure 
be rqueezed aa much out of rt as he could. He had his own 
reandVnts ; first Mr hlarkham, then Mr Fowke, then Mr. 
Grant, they all went up mtba design to make tbo meet 
of it. They endesToured to do so , out they nerer could 
Bcreir it up to more than for^ lacks, bQ the nolent means 
which they employed. The ordinair subsidy, as paid at 
Calcutta br the Hatah, amounted to virenty-tfco liclu ; and 
It IS there^^ cleeny prored br this paper that Mr Hast- 
tings’s demand of fi^ lacks (£500,000), jomed to the subn- 
dies, wu more than the vimle rerenue which the c ountr y 
could tield. What hoarded treeaurea the Bajah possessed 
ewd whidi Mr Hastoigs says be earned off with mm, does 
not appear 'Hut it was any considerable turn, u more than 
llr lUstmj’i knows, more than can be prored, more than 
II probable. He had not, in his predpitsie flkbL any means, 
1 udnk, of carrying sway a ereat sum. It fwW appears 
from these aeccrunto that, after the payment of the subiidy, 
there would only bare been left £1§£00 a year for the 
support of tiie Bajdi's family and establahmenta. 

Your lordihips bare now a standard, not a nsionarT one, 
but a standard rended by accurate calculahon and autnentio 
account!. Too may now fairly estimate the arance and 
rapadty of this man, who describes countries to be cnor- 
mouily ndi, in order that be may be justified in pillaging 
them. But howerur <nMtia>iTw the prisoner’s ararice may be, 
be has other objects in new, other pasooni rankling in his 
heart, bendes tlm lust of moucy He was not i^oront, snd 
we have prored it ^ hu own eonfetsum, that hu pretended 
expectation of benefit to tbe Company ccrald not be Ttalixed j 
but he well knew that by eo/bretng his demands be should 
utterly and efll'clually mm a man whom he mortaDy hated 
and abhorred ; a man who ttmld not, ly any samfice* 
offered to tbe anmeo, arert tho cruel^ of his Implscablo 
rnemy. 

As long as truth remains, as long as figures stand, as ios^ 
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Dnrbed^ Sm^ a* fldroiPiftTBtor of hi* anthoii^, tsB did 
rfr* to the Bntiih reedent Mr hI*Ahain, a eontrdlmg au« 
thonty OT«r both; ind did further abro^to and »et aiido 
all treaties and agreements irhieli rnbtuted between the 
atatee of Benaree and the Bntbh nation , and dtd arbitRailj 
and ^rantucally, of hia mere anthon^, raiso the tribnte to 
the sum of £400,000 sterling, or thereehouta , did farther 
•wintonly and fllegally nnpoeo certain opproMire duties upon 
goods and merchaodiae, to the great injmj of trade and ruin 
of the pTormoe ; «Tid did farther ditp^ as Ui own, the 
firoperty withm the said pronnces, by grantmg the or 
parts thereof m pennons to such peraoni as he thought fit 
** That the said 'Warren Hastmgs did, some time in the 


said Markham had boen by him the said Warren Hostings 
obtruded Into the eaid office, contrary to the positiTO orders 
of the court of dirertors , and m conaequenee of the tepre- 
sentatum of the said Uarkham did, xmder pretence that the 
now exccsstre rent or tribute was in arreur, and ibat tho 


to remoTO the asid Ihirbedgy Bmg irom his ofDce, and 
pnre him of hu eetato. 

“That tho said DitrbedCT Bmc was, hy the prirate orders 
and authorities grretibythe eoid Warron Hastings, and in 


consoquence of the repr ee e u tations sformid, yiolently thrown 
into pnaon, and cruelW confined therein, under the pretence 
of the non-payment of the arrears of tho tribute aforesaid. 


of the non-payment of the arrears of tho tribute aforesaid. 

“That the widow of Bolwant Bmg and tho Bajih Jrehlp- 
nerim did pointedly accuse the ssui Markham of bong the 
solo cause of a^ delay m tho poTment of tho tribute afore- 
said, and did oAot to proro tho mnocenco of tho said Bur- 
bedgy Sing, and also to proro that the faults ascribed to him 
were sol^ the faults of the said hlarkhsm ; yet the raid 
Warren ILutings did nay no regard whiterer to the said 
representations, nor maso any Inquiry into tho truth of the 
same, but did aecuso the said widow of BiUwant Sing and 
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bedgy Sing in prison, and did invest the resident Maihham 
vrith authority to bestow his office upon -whomsoever he 
pleased. 

“ That the said Markham did bestow the said office of 
administrator of the pro\dnce of Benares upon a person 
named dagger Deo Sing, who, in order to gratify the arbitrary 
demands of the said Warren Hastings, was obliged greatly 
to distress and harass the unfortimate inhabitants of the said 
pro-dnce. 

“That the said Warren Hastings did, sometime in the 
year- 1784), remove the said dagger Deo Sing from the said 
office, under pretence of certain irregularities and oppressions, 
which irregularities and oppressions are solely imputable to 
him, the said Warren Hastings. 

“ That the consequence of all these violent changes and 
arbitrary acts was the total ruin and desolation of the coun- 
try and the flight of the inhabitants ; the said Warren Hast- 
ings having found every place abandoned at his approach, 
even by the officers of the very government which he es- 
tablished ; and seeing nothing but traces of devastation in 
every village, the province in eftect -vsithout a government, 
the administration misconducted, the people oppressed, the 
trade discouraged, and the revenue in danger of a rapid decline. 

“ All which destruction, devastation, oppression, and ruin 
are solely imputable to the above-mentioned and other arbi- 
trary, illegal, unjust, and tyrannical acts of him, the said 
Warren Hastings, who, by all and every one of the same, ' 
was and is guilty of high crimes and misdemeanours.” 

[INlr. Burke proceeded.] 

My lords, you have heard the charge j and you are now 

f oing to see the prisoner at your bar in a new point of -view. 

-will now endeavour to display him in his. character of a le- 
gislator in a foreign land not augmenting the territory, honour, 
and power of G-reat Britain, and bringing the acquisition under 
the dominion of law and liberty, but desolating a flourishing 
country, that to all. intents and purposes was our o-wn ; — a 
country which we had conquered from freedom, from tran- 
quillity, order, and prosperity, and submitted, through him, to 
arbitrary power, misrule, anarchy, and ruin. We now see the 
object of his corrupt vengeance utterly destroyed, lis family , 
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dnTen from their borne, bit people butchered, bu wue tun 
all the femfllee of ha fan^y robbed nnd djshoncrared m their 
pcreona, tnd the efibcti ■which hniband and parent* had kid 
up in rtore for the eubentence of their famihei, afl the ttrinffi 
of prondont economy, dtttnbnted amon^ a rapaaons 
dieij His malice 1* Tictonon*. Heha* wdl arenged, jq the 
deetrnction of thi* tmlortiuiate family, the Ki^jab’e intended 
Tiait to Ghmeral ClaTonug , he ha* well arenffed the Bu*pect- 
ed diecorerr of hie bribe to Mr FrtmoiB. ** T^a hfl»t it now, 
Kina Oawaor, Glamia, aJL” 

l£t oa aec, mr what nw ho mrl^0i of thi* power j 
how bojtuhfics the boon^ of fartone beotowmg on mm tH* 
ttrange and onomaloo* conqueet. Anomalou* I call it, my 
lord*, becauM it wbj the rcaolt of no plan m the cnbmet, no 
operatum m tho field. Ko act or direction proccodod from 
him the reeponaible due^ except the mcml»B order* wnd tho 
^nt to the aoldie^ Ho lay ■knllnn^ and trembling in tho 
fort of Chemar, while tho Bntah »ldicry entitled tbenmlrca 
to the pltmder which ho held out to them. Nererthelaai, my 
lord*, be coaqoen , the country i* hts own ) be treat* it as 
Id* own. Let n* therefore see how thi* vuceeeear of IVmcr- 


lane, thi* omolatoe of Qhmge* KhAn, gOTC ra * a eo untr y con- 
qne^ by the talents and courage of cAbert, without a»»ul- 
anc^ guide, direotioo, or ooun»el pten by himself. 

lly mrda, I arill mtrodnee hi* nnt act to tout lordthfp*' 
nott«^ m the word* of the charw. ** The taid 'W’amm Hajt- 
inga did, »on>o tune in the year 1T82, enter into* dandestino 
corrc^xmdence with Wil lmm Markham, Eeq., tho then reti- 
dent at Benorct, which told hlarkbam had Dcen by him, the 
said ■\7arron Halting*, obtruded into tho laid office, eontnry 
to tho poaitire order* of Uio court of director*." Thk unjus- 
tifiable obtroflon. tbi* illegal appointment, ihow* you, at the 
rety outset, that be defle* the law* of hi* emmtry ; moit poti- 
trrely and pointedly defk* them In attempra^ to gire i 
reason for tbk defiance he h*» ehoeen to tell a bmneh of the 


Jegislaiurc, from which origmatcd the act which wisely and 
prudently ordered him to por itnpliak obedienco to tho court 
of dircrtcmL, that bo remored Mr Fowke from Be na r es , con* 
trary to tho onleri of Ur court, on political ground*! “he- 
enu*e," say* he, “ 1 thought it nccessarr tho rtrtident there 
ahould be a rnnn of my own nomination ana confldcnco. 1 atov 
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till principle, nnd think no government cnn subsist ivithout it. 
The punishment of the Enjah made no part of my design in 
Mr. Fowke’s removal or Mr. Markham’s appointment, nor was 
his. punishment an object of in)’^ contemplation at the time I 
removed Mr. Fowke to appoint Mr. Marlcham ; an appoint- 
ment of my own choice, and a signal to notify the restoration 
of my own authority, as I had before removed Mr. Fowko 
and appointed hlr. Graham for the same purpose.” 

Here, my lords, he does not even pretend that he had any 
view whatever in this appointment of hlr. Markham, hut to 
defy the laws of his country. “ I must,” says he, “have a 
man of my own nomination, because it is a signal to notify 
the restoration of mj'- own authority, as I had before removed 
Mr. Fowke for the same purpose.” 

I must beg your lordships to keep in mind, that the greater 
part of the observations with which I shall trouble you have 
a reference to the jjrinctples upon which this man acts; and 
I beseech you to remember always that you have before you 
a question and an issue of law. I beseech you to consider 
what it is that you are disposing of ; that you are not merely 
disposing of this man and his cause, but that you are dis- 
posing of the laws of your country. 

You, my lords, have made, and we have made, on act of 
parliament in which the council at Calcutta is vested with a 
special power, distinctly limited and defined. He says, my 
authority is absolute. I defy the orders of the coirrt of direc- 
tors, because it is necessary for me to show that I can disre- 
gard them, as a signal of my own authority. He supposes 
his authority gone while he obej^ the laws ; but, says he, 
the moment I got rid of the bonds and barriers of the laws 
(as if there had been some act of violence and usurpation 
that had deprived him of his rightful powers), I ivas restored 
to my own authority. What is this authority to which he 
is re^ored ? Not an authority vested in him by the East 
India Company ; not an authority sanctioned by the laws of 
this kingdom. It is neither of these, but the authority of 
"Warren Hastings ; an inherent divine right, I suppose, which 
he has thought proper to claim as belonging to himself ; some- 
thing independent of the laws ; something independent of the 
court of directors ; something independent if his brethren 
of the council. It is “ my own author! - 
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And Tliat is the ngnal W wUdj yon »re to kncrir vten 
thiB •uthonty a restored P % hu obedimc® to the court of 
directorsP by hia attentwn to the laws of ha conntiT P hj 
ha regard to the nghta of the people P Xo, xnj lorot, no t 
the notification of the restoration of tha anthontr is a fonnal 
daohedicnce of the orders of the court of direct^ "N^en 
yon find the Iswi of the kad trampled upon, and their ep. 
pointed authority despised, then yon may be sure that the 
authority of the prisoner ia regatablahed. 

There ia, my lords, alsaya a close connexion betireen rices 
j of erery desenptton, Iha maa irho a a tyrant would, under 
i’ swne bosrahel, ami bs thtt itoKbel 

TTould become a tyrant. era things which originally 

proceed from the same source. They owe their birth to the 
wild, unbridled lewdoess of arbitrary twwer Ihoy ante 
from a contempt of pubho order, of the laws and initi* 
tutions which curb mankind. They ante from a harsh, cruel, 
and fecoaout daposition, fanpatient of the rules of law^ ordw, 
and mwairtyt and aocordingiy, ks thor relation ranea, tho 
man is a ty nuit if a aupencr, % rebel if an infenor But this 
man, standuig m a middle point between too two rektioua, 
the roperior and mfenor. declares himtelf at once both a ro> 
bel ana a tyrant We therefore naturally expect, that when 
be has thrown off the laws of bis country be will throw off 
all other aathernty Accordinidy, in defiance of that author- 
ity to whidi he owes hu rtua^o, be nommatei Mr 2Iark- 
bam to the residency at Benares, and therefore ert^iy act of 
Mr ilarkham u his, lie is responsible, — doubly responsible 
to what be would hare been If m the ordinary course of of- 
fice he had named thu agent. 

Erery gorernor u responsible for the misdemconourB com- 
mitted under hu legal authority for which bo docs not pun- 
ish the delinquent ( but tbe UTisoner is doubly respon^me in 
thu case, beomta be assumed an illegal authonty, which can 
be justified only, if at all, by tbe good resulting 'from tho as- 
Btiinptiom 

IlBnng now chosen hu prinapel instrument, and hu con- 
fidential and tola counsellor, Imring the country entinrlr in 
his hnnd , and erery obstacle that could impede his courw 
■wept out tho arena, what docs be do under iheso auspicious 
eircumstaiices P Xou would iinagine, that, in the first place, 
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he would have sent down to the council at Calcutta a general 
view of his proceedings, and of their consequences, together 
with a complete statement of the revenue ; that he would 
have recommended the fittest persons for public trusts, with 
such other measures as he might judge to be most essential 
to the interest and honour of his employers. One would have 
imagined he would have done this, in order that the coimeil 
find the court of directors might have a clear view of the 
whole existing system, before be attempted to mate a per- 
manent arrangement for the administration of the countr)^ 
But, on the contrary, the whole of his proceedings is clandes- 
tinely conducted ; there is not the slightest communication 
with the council upon the business, till he had determined 
and settled the whole. Thus the council was placed in a 
complete dilemma, either to confiim all his wicked and arbi- 
trary acts, for such we have proved them to be, or to derange 
the whole administration of the country again, and to make 
another revolution, as complete and dreadful as that which 
he had made. 

The task which the Govemor-Gieneral had imposed upon 
himself was, I admit, a difficult one; but those who pull 
down important ancient establishments, who wuntonly destroy 
modes of administration and public institutions under which 
a country has prospered, are the most mischievous, and there- 
fore the wickedest, of men. It is not a reverse of fortune, it 
is not the fall of an iadiwdual, that we are here talking of. 
We are indeed sorry for Cheit Sing and Durbedgy Sing, as 
we should bo sorry for any individual under simikir circum- 
stances. 

It is wisely provided in the constitution of our heart that 
wo should interest ourselves in the fate^f great personages. 
They are, therefore, mode everywhere the objects of tragedy, 
which addresses itself directly to our passions and our feel- 
ings. And why ? Because men of great place, men of great 
rank, men of great hereditary authority, cannot fall without 
a horrible crash upon all about them. Such towers cannot 
tumble without ruining their dependent cottages. 

Tlie prosjierity of a country that has been distressed by a 
revolution which has swept off its principal men cannot bo 
rcdstnblishcd without extreme di^^lcult}^ This man there- 
fore, who wantonly and wickedly destroyed the existing 
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gorenimwit of Bonare* 'tra* doubly botmd to a •• all powililo 
and arton m tnppIyW tbo lo« of thow imtitotioM 
•wiiicb lio had dwtroyed, and ol tie men wboin be had drfrrfl 
into flTiTft . Thii I say, ho ought to haro donw, m 
aee what he peallj did do. 

He act oQt by diepoemg of all the propertr of tie cormtry 
ai If it wai hiB own- He flrat amfia«ted the whole eetateo 
of the Babooe, the great nobflity of the coontij. to the amount 
of EX lacka of rupeea. He then dletribntrt the and 
rerenne of the eonntry acoordino to hia own pleaiure , and 
aa he had eeued the lande wi^ont onr knowing w^y or 
wherefore, ao the portion which be took away from aome 
pertona he gare to othen, m the same arbitraiT' manner, and 
without any aasigtiiible reaeon. 

When wo wore uKjnlnng what jaghirt* htr Haatingi had 
thought proper to grant, we found, to our aatonWimenk 
fthoogh it la natural that hia mind ahonld take thif hnn), 
that endowed aeTwal diantk* with jaghlrea. Ho garo a 
j^hiro to iome Brahmmt, to piv ^or the perpetual 
of the Company, and othero to procure the pTayef * of the 
same eluM oT men for Mmaelf. 1 do not bla^ hia Qentoo 
piety, when I find no Ohnatkn piety is the mas ; let him 
take refuOT in any npantition be pleaaee. Tbe'enmo wo 
<diarge la, ms hsr^ mftriboted the landa of othera at hia 
own plfiiiafo. Wbeiher tbia pro c e eded from piety, fhjra 
oftentaUou, or fiom any other motrre, it mattcra not We 
contend that ho ought not to haro diatributed auch land at 
aHj that bo no right to do aoj— and conaequently, tho 
gift of a amgle acre of land, by bia own priTUte wilL waa an 
aot of robbeiT, either from the public or aome IndiriouaL 
Wh® he uad thus dittnrbcd tho landed property of Be- 
naree, and datribuwd It according to hia own wiB, he 
thou^t It would he proper to fix onoa a peraon to fforero 
the country; and of tbia peraon ho blmaelf made the choke 
It doee not appear that the people could hare lo»t, eren by 
t ip iwrolt of Cheit Smg, the n^t which waa inherent faa 
them, to be gorcrned by the lawful tucccwor of hJi lattdly. 
We find, bowerer, that tbia man, by hii own aathonty, by 
the arbdtraiy oxeroae of bit own will $mi fan^^, ihd think 
proper to ttommate a peraon to recceed the Hajah who had 
no to tho fuceeafloo. He made choke f » Ivij 
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nljout ninetcDii years oW; and W says he \ 

upon the principle of this hoy’s heme ocK-cnti-.l i 1- 
TTATif-, Siurr^ hv the female line. But ho doHS , rn w-..! to 


wint Sing, hy the female line. But ho d'-HS t-u, jo ^ 

Bay that he vras the proper and natural hem to ( !io;t * it). , 
and n-e ^vill shovr you the direct cemtrary. liaU e^l '-o t- -r. • 
fesses the contrary himself; for he argm-‘=. m U- n.-v-ne/', 
thatavhen a nevr system \vas to ho fonued n-uh the uurn '-.r 
. of Gheit Sing, \rho nras not his heir, each fnect-J-or ban 


claim of right. 

But perhaps the vrant of right was supplied hy the oapa'^itr 
and fitness of the person who was chosen. I do net ray tho.t 
this does or can for one moment supersede the po-.ifivr rb;? t 
of another person; but it would p.nlli.nte tf:o niju'tjc-- in 
some degree. TTas there in this case any paHi.atiro ir.ryt'f'? 
Wlio was the person chosen by Jlr. JIri*-tin:;s to mcc'-* .! 

/ Cheit Sing? My lords, the person chosen was n minor; Jhr, 
we find, the prisoner at your bar immediate ly pruorr <1-1 to 
appoint him a guardian. Tliis guardian he aha chn<=?> hy ht’i 
own will and pleasure, as he himself declare?, wiihr>ut r^ f' r* 
ring to any particular claim or usage; without iMlIinr: the 
Pundits to instruct him, upon whom, hy the Genlixr 
the guardianship devolved. 

I admit, that in selecting a guardian he did not in one 
respect act improperly, for he chose the hoy’s father, nud he* 
could not hare chosen a better guardian for his penmn. But 
for the administration of hi.s government, qnnVtlic? were re- 
quired which this man did not po'^ses?. He vhrnild liavo 
chosen a man of ^dgou^, capacity, nnd diligence ; a man fit 
to meet the great difficulties of the situation in which he 
was to be placed. 

Mr. Hastmgs, my lords, plainly tells you that he did not 
think the man’s talents to be cxlraortiinary, nnd he soon 
afterwards says that he had a great many incapacities . He 
tells you that he has a doubt whether he was capable of real- 
ming those hopes of revenue which he Qfr. llnstinga) had 
formed. Nor can this be matter of wonder, when we con- 
sider that he had ruined and destroyed the ancient systeni, 
the whole scheme and tenour of public offices, and had sub- 
stituted notbing for tbem’ but bis own arbitrary wall. Ho 
had formed a plan of an entire new system, in. wbicb tbo 
nracticai details had no reference to the experience and wis- 
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domofpMtt^ He id not take the goTcHUDcnt u bj 
forad it { he did not take the eyitoin of offic« U It ar- 
ran^ to hi* h*nd but he dared to make the inekod and 
flagitiona eijtenmont irhidi I hare atated; an opernDeat 
upon the happineai of a nomoron* people, vhoae p i o pertv he 
had uiurpod and diftriboted m the manner whidi haa bera 
laid before yooi lordihipt. attempt and be ia re* 
iponaible iocr the conaeqaancea. 

How dared he to Tnafee theie erpenroenti ? In what man- 
ner can hebe jnahfled for plarmg fart and looee with the dear- 
eat mtereata, and perbape witn t&e tejy enatenco, of a TTfriyp ? 
Attend to the mannar m wdiich ho joatide* himaelj^ and jtm 
win find the whole eecret let out. ** The eaay acoumulanoo 
of too much wealth,” he aafa, "had been Cheit Sing'* nun, 
it had hnored him up with extreTUgant and ilhfijDnded no- 
faons of irtaependencp, which I rery much wiahed to d»cour- 
W m the fbWe Eajth. Some part, therefore, of the inper- 
aoundant prodoco m the co untr y 1 turned into the ooccra 
of the eorereign by an augmantotKin of the tribute ” "Who 
anthemed him to make any at^mestahos of the tribute f 
But abore aU, who aothonxed hm to augment it upon thla 
pnnople f I muat take care the tributary prmce doea not 
grow too rich j if be get* rich, be will ^ proud. Thia jri- 
aoner hu got a aeale like tltat in the alininac, "war beget* 
poTtrty, poTc rty peace,” and ao on. The firrt rule that he 
tayu do^ la, that be will keep the new Bapi in a atate of 
po r erty , becauM if be growi nrti he will become proud, and 
bohaTo aa Cbol 8mg dM. Ton »ee the ground, foundation, 
fpmt of the whole proceeding Cbrit Sing wa* to bo 
robbei 'Why P Becaoao be la too nch Hi* aucctmor i* to 
be reduced to a miaerable condition, "Why P Lett he ihonld 
grow nch and become troubleaomft. The whole of Mi tjv 
tem i» to prereot men from growing rich, lert if they fbonld 
crow nch they ■hoold grow proud, and tedt imlcpenifoce. 
Your lordahipa *ee that in thr* »an'a opinion ncb« murt be- 
get tmdL 1 hope your lotdihlpa will nercr be »o poor a* to 
ceaaotobeproud, for cearag to be proud, yon will ccmo to 
be independent . ^ ^ 

Hating rwolttd that the Eajah iho^d not gr«^ nc^ ff 


Hating rwolttd that the ItaJaU thowd not gw 
feor he^nld grow proud and independent, be ordi 
pay forty hekaVrunee*, or £4000oa annuafly to 


order* him to 
the Com* 
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pany. The tribute had before been £260,000, and he all at 
once raised it to ^00,000. Did he previously inform the 
cuuncil of these intentions P Did he inform them of the 
amount of the gross collections of the country, from any 
properly authenticated accounts procured from any public 
office? 

I need not inform your lordships that it is a serious thing 
to draw out of a country, instead of £260,000, an annual tri- 
bute of £400,000. There were other persons besides the 
Dajah concerned in this enormous increase of revenue. The 
whole country is interested in its resources being fairly esti- 
mated and assessed ; for if you overrate the revenue which 
it is supposed to yield to the great general collector, you ne- 
cessitate him to overrate every imder-coUector, and thereby 
instigate them to harass and oppress the people. It is upon 
these grounds that we have charged the prisoner at your bar 
with having acted arbitrarily, illegally, unjustly, and tyran- 
nically : and your lordships wiU. bear in mind that these acts 
wcre-done by his sole authority, which authority we have 
shown to have been illegally assumed. 

^ . My lords, before he took the important steps which I have 
just stated, he consulted no one but Mr. Markham, whom he 
placed over the new Bajah. The Bajah was only nineteen 
years old : but Mr. Markham undoubtedly had the advantage 
of him in this respect, for he was twenty-one. He had also 
the benefit of five months’ experience of the country ; an 
abundant experience to be sure, 'my lords, in a country where 
it is well knoivn, from the peculiar character of its inhabitants, 
that a man cannot anywhere put his foot without placing it 
upon some trap or mine, until he is perfectly acquainted vdth 
its localities. Nevertheless, he puts the whole country and a 
prince of nineteen, as appears from the evidence, into the hands 
of I\Ir. Markham, a man of twenty-one. "We have no doubt of 
hlr. Markham’s capacity ; but he could have no experience in 
the country over which he possessed a general oontroUvng 
power. Under tliese circumstances, we surely shall not wonder 
if this young man fell into error. I do not like to treat harshly 
the errors into which a very young person may fall : but the 
man who employs him, and puts him into a situation for 
wliich he has neither capacity nor experience, is re^o^ible 
for the consequences of such an appointment ! and Mr. Hast- 
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ingi U donbljr mpontibla m tiu ctt»o, becaw ho pkccd Mr. 
llkrkiam u reridoat, merely to shoV that ho defied the 
aetbonty of the court ofdirectort. 

But, my lord*, let tia proceed "Wo find M> Hartmri 
reeolfod to emet forty from the coxmt^, tltbooch ho 
had IK) proof th*t *uch e tribute codd be ufrly coDcctcd. 
He next M»i£n» to tfai* boy^^e Bajah, emolument* tunountlng 
to about £60,000 a year Let a* now eee upon what ground* 
bo can jnitjfy the awignmemt of these onolameDta. I can 
perceire none but such as are founded upon the opinwii of Its 
hdng neoeesory to the ropport of the Ba^’i digmty. Now, 
when Mr Markham, who u the eolo ortcnrible actor m the 
management of the new Bija^ a* he luid been a witnen to 
the depoaihon of the former, come* before yon to giro an ac- 
count of what ha thought of Cheit Smg, who apprani to 
hare properly aupported the dmmty of hi* fitoation, he tell* 
you that about a lack or a Uck and a half (£10,000 or 
£15,000) a year was aa moeb as Chdt Smg could ipend 
And yet thi* yo«g creature, aoitled in tb©»affiecount^,*nd 
Trbo wa* to pay £400,000 a year, mitrtd of £2o0 000, 
tribute to the Company, was ootMrued by Mr IIa»tmgi to 
collect and reacrre to hit own uee £00,000 ont of the rerr nue 
That 1 * to *ay, be wa* to receire /bur times a* muefi a* at* 
stated by 31r llsstiugt, on 3tr Markham’* eridecee, to baro 
been Dpcwsa^ to support him. 

Tour lordships tread upon c o r nm tion erer^hae, TThy 
was such a lairo rcrenue gircn to the young to tupport 
hia dignity, when, a* they say, Chert Bmg cud not spend 
eboTC a Lack and half in support of hi* ; tboort it h known 
be had great oaiabltshmenU tomamtainj that no had erected 
conwderahlo buddings, adorned with fine gardens, and, ao 
cording to them Iao made great preparation* for war P 

We must at length imagine that they knew the country 
could boar the impost imposed upon it I ask, bow did they 
know this P "We hare nrored to you, by a paper preacnled 
hero by 3Ir Markham, twt the net amount of the coUcrtlott* 
wa* awut £300,000 Thl* is their own aceoant, aoj wo* 
made up, a* 3Ir 3rarkham fata, by one of the Herts J)u> 
hetW Sjdj>, iopfiber with hi* reraian mootuhec (a m 
fine council to »otUo the rcrcnucs of the kmpdom). in ht* 
ptiTBto house. And with this account beforo them, tber 
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have oared to impose upon the necks of that unhappy ^oplo 
a tribute of £400,000, Together unth an income for the Eajah 
of £60,000. These sums the naib Durhedgy Sing was 
bound to furnish, and left to get them as he could. Your 
lordships will observe, that I speak of the net proceeds v/f 
the collections. We have nothing to do with the gross' 
amount. "We are speaking of what came to the public trea- 
sury, which was no more than I have stated ; and it was out 
of the public treasury that these payments were to be made, 
because there could be no other honest way of getting the 
money. 

But let us now come to the main point, which is to ascer- 
tain what sums the country could really bear. Mr. Hastings 
maintains (whether in the speech of his counsel or otherwise, 
I jdo not recollect) that tne revenue of the country was 
£400,000, that it constantly paid that sum, and flourished 
under the payment. In answer to this, I refer your 1 ordships, 
first to Mr. Markham’s declaration, and the 'Wassil Baakee, 
which is in the page 1760 of the printed minutes. I next refer 
your lordships to Mr. Duncan’s Eeports, ia page 2493. Ac- 
cording to Mr, Duncan’s public estimate of the revenue of 
Benares, the net collections of the very year we are speaking 
of, when Durhedgy Sing had the management, and when 
Mr. Markham, his Persian moonshee, and a clerk in his pri- 
vate house, made the estimates, without any documents, or 
with whatever documents, or God only knows, for nothing 
appears on the record of the transaction ; the collections 
pmded in that year but £340,000, that is, £20,000 less than 
Mr. Markham’s estimate. But take it which way you will, 
whether you take it at Mr. Markham’s £360,000, or at Mr. 
Duncan’s £340,000, your lordships will see, that, after re- 
serving £60,000 for his own private expenses, the Eajah 
could not realize a sum nearly equal to the tiibute de- 
manded. 

Your lordships have also in evidence before you an account 
of the produce of the pountiy for, I believe, full five years 
after this period, fi’om which it appears that it never realized 
the forty lacks, or anything like it. Yielding only thirty- 
seven and thirto-nine lacks, or thereabouts, which is £2O,O0O 
short of Mr. Markham’s estimate, and £160,000 short of 
iir. Hastings’s. On what data could the prisoner at your 
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"ben liare fonned tin* estunato ? "WTicto were iH the dnla 
ind mtitstdaie*, irtjere irero all the men of bn»ine*i in B©. 
nsret, wbo could hare giren >>tto eomplrte inibrmahon upon 
tlm lulgeetP "We do nirt find the truce of anj of themi all 
our tnformntacm it Mr Ma7kltam*i moonabec, and aome clerk 
of Ihmbedgf fimg’j cmplojed in Mr Jdarkham’a ^rata 
countm^lionaei m eitunating rmnrao of a country 

Ibe dJitKWBble rereira® atlll fartber reduced \iy the 
jagbirei Wnicli Mr Haitinn granted, but to wbat amount 
dooa not appear He manoona tlie increase in the rerenue, 
‘by the conflscaHqi of the eatatea of the Bahooa, who bad 
been m rebellknL Ihia ha rmtea at nx lacks. But we hare 
inrpected the ac c oe nta , we bare exasuned them witb tbah 
aednloot attentum whidi b<d<mga to that braneb M tbe legis- 
lature tbat haa the care of the public rerrnorsy and we li^e 
not found one trace of this admtion. IThether these con- 
fitcatloni were erer actually nmde, retnaina doubtful ; but if 
they wero made, tite apidicution or the receipt of the rooner 
they yielded does nos appear m any account whatorcr 1 
leare your lordahipa to of this. 

But it mar be said, tout Mr Hastinga might ham bees in 
an error li he waa m an er r o r, my lorda, hia error con- 
tfuued an extraordinary length of time. Tbe error itaelf waa 
also extraordinary in a man of hoaineas ] it waa an error of 
account. If his confidential agent, Mr Markham, bad on- 
ginally contributed to lead him into the error, be soon per- 
ceirea it. He soon informed Mr Haitingi that bis expect- 
ations were erroneoui, and tbat he bad orerrated the country. 
IVhat then are wo to think of his perscrenag in Ihu error ? 
Mr Hastings might hare fanned extruragant and wild ci- 
pectationa when he waa going np the country to plunder j 
for we allow that arsnoe may oflra orercaleul^ the hoarda 
that it b coing to rob. If atbief b going toplunderabank- 
er'a shop, hb arance, when running the rbk of bia Iifir, may 
leed h«"i to imagine there b more money In the ibop than 
(hero really ia. liot when this man was In poaaesuon of tbe 
country, how came be not to know and understand tbe eon- 
dlbon of it hetterP In fact be waa well acquainted with jt, 
for bo hi« dedurd it to be ba opinion tbat forty beka waa 
an o r er rated ealculation, and that the country could not 
centinuo to pay tlua trib^ at the rety time be was imposing 
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it. Tou liave this admission 'in page 294 of the printed 
minutes ; hut in the very face of it ho says, If the Ea^ah -will 
exert himself, and continue for some years the regular pay- 
ment, he will then grant him a remission. Thus tlie Eaiah 
was told, what he well knew, that he was overrated, hut tiiat 
at some time or another he was to expect a remission. And 
what, my lords, was the condition upon which he was to ob- 
tain this promised indulgence ? The pmictual payment of 
that which ]\Ir. Hastings declares he was not able to pay ; 
and which he could not pay without ruining the country, 
betraying his ovra honour and character, and acting directly 
contrary to the duties of the station in which Mr. Hastings 
had placed him. Thus this unfortvmato man was compelled 
to have recourse to the most rigorous exaction, that he might 
be enabled to satisfy the exorbitant demand which had been 
made upon him. 

But let us suppose that the country was able to afford the 
sum at which it was assessed, and that nothing was required 
but vigour and actinty in the Kiijah. Hid Mr. Hastings 
endeavour to make his strength equal to the task imposed 
on him? No; the direct contrary; in proportion ns he 
augmented the burthens of this man, in just that proportion 
"he took away his strength and power of supporting these 
burthens. 

There was not one of the external marks of honour, which 
attended the government of Cheit Sing, that ho did not take 
away from th^e new Eajah ; and still, when this new man 
came to his new authority, doprived of all external marks of 
consequence, and degraded in the opinion of his subjects, he 
was to extort from Ms people an additional revenue, payable 
to tbe Company, of fifteen lacks of rupt^es more than was 
paid by the late Eajah, in aU the plenitude of undivided 
'authority. To increase this difficulfy still more, the father 
and guardian of this inexperienced youth was a man who 
had no credit or reputation in the country. This circum- 
stance alone was a sufficient drawback from the weight of 
his authority ; but Mr. Hastings took care that he should be 
divested of it altogether ; for, as our charge states, he placed 
him under the immediate direction -of kir. Markham ; and 
consequently Mr. Markham was the governor of the country 
Could a man, with a reduced, divided, contemylible authority, 

r 2 
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venture to rtrike encb bcjd snd hardr rtrokc# «« woal^ le 
ef&aent^ mthont being oppreamre P Coold be, or aaj other 
cun, tbui bound and ebackied, exeente incb Tigtmnis and 
ODOgetio measure* os were nectei&ry to mlixe sncb an enor* 
moos tribute as was imposed npon tha nnbappj counb^ P 
Mj lords, I must now caD tott attenfaon to another nr- 
cumitance, not menthmed m the eharre, but connected with 
the appointment of the new Sajab,andof hii na3i,Darbcdgj 
Bing, and demonstratire of the ui^nst and cmel treatment 
to which ther were exposed. It appenia, fitm a letter pro- 
dnoed here W Mr Markham (npon which hind of cone* 
ipondence I anaH take the liber^ to remark hereafter), that 
the Bajah bred m perpetual apprehension of being remored, 
and that a person called Oosumn Bing was intended as his 
eneeesaor Mr Markham, in one part of bis corretpondence, 
tdls yon that the Hmsh did not intend to bold the gorem* 
ment anr longer 'Vh/f Upon a point of nght, namel/, 
that he (ud not posseas ft upon the same adTantngroos terma 
aa Cheit Sing, bat be tdlt ym in another letter (and this 
is a moeh bmer ke^ to the whole transaetioD), that he was 
in drud of that Oossatm Bing whom 1 hare jost mentioned. 
This man Mr Haitbiga kept rtndj to temiy the BiUah ; and 
jon win, in the course of these transacilona, see that tboro la 
not a Tfi»n bi India, of anj consideraboo, against whom Mr 
Hastmgi did not keep a kind of pretender, to kew hhn In 
continoal awe. This Ooasaan Bing, whom Mr llastmgi 
brought up with him to Benaiea, was dreaded bj- Cbcit flmg. 
not leaa W his soecetsor "We find that be was at first 
nominated nafb or acting goTeinor of tbo country, but tad 
never been put in actaiu poesessioa of this high ofllce, and 
Ihirbedgy Bing was appomtod to it. Although Oomnn 
Sing was tbna removed, be continued ha pretensions, and 
constantly solicit^ the office. Thos the poor man app^U 
ed by Mr Hasting*, and actually mpossc*jion,was not only 
callod upon to perform task* Wond hi* stm^h, hut was 
overawed by llr Markham, and temfled by Oofiaun Sing 
(the mortal enemy of the Cuoay), who, like an oceoKOg fiend, 
was coDtinusllr St bis port, and nnreasinriy mterating his 
accusations. JhiM Ootfatm 8me wa*, as 3lr ^iMjihtcn tfU* 
TOO, one of the caaic# of the Eajah*# rootinned dijertion and 
despondeoeyt but It doc* not appear that any of these dr- 
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cumsi'mces were ever laid before the council; tlio whole 
passed between Mr. Hastings and !Mr. Markham. 

Mr. Hastings hn^•ing by his arbitrary will thus disposed of 
the revenue and of the lauded property of Benares, we will 
now trace his further proceedings and their cftccts. He 
foimd the country most flourishing in agriculture and in 
trade ; but not Eatisfied with the experiment he had made 
upon the govermuout, upon the revenues, upon the reigning 
family, and upon all the landed property, ho resolved to make 
as bold and' as novel an experiment upon the commercial in- 
terests of the country. Accordingly he entirely changed that 
part of the revenue s3'stom which aflccts trade and commerce, 
the life and soul of a state. Without any advice that wo 
know of, except Jlr. Markham’s, he sat down to change in 
every point the whole commercial system of that country ; 
and he effected the change upon the same arbitrary principles 
which he had before acted upon, namely, his omti arbitrary 
will. We are told, indeed, that he consulted bankers and 
merchants ; but when your lordships shall have learned what 
has happened from this experiment, you will easil}’’ see 
whether he did resort to proper sources of information or 
not. You will sec, that the mischief which has happened 
has proceeded from the exercise of arbitrary power. Arbi- 
trary power, my lords, is always a miserable creature. When 
a man once adopts it as the principle of his actions, no one 
dares to tell him a truth ; no one dares to give him any in- 
formation that is disagreeable to him ; for all know that their 
life and fortune depend upon his caprice. Thus the man 
who lives in the exercise of arbitrary power condemns him- 
self to eternal ignorance. Of this the prisoner at your bar 
affords us a striking example. This man, without advice, 
without assistance, and mthout resource, except in his own 
arbitrary power, stupidly ignorant in himself, and puffed up 
with the constant companion of ignorance, a blind jpresump- 
tion, alters, the system of commercial imposts, and!^ thereby 
ruined the whole trade of the country, leaving no one part of 
it undestroyed. 

Let me now call your lordships’ attention to his assumption 
of power, without one word of communication with the 
council at Calcutta, where the whole of these trading regu- 
lations might and ought to have been considered, and where 
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tbeT* eonld bare been dellbentelj' examiiked and deimnioed 
x^n. ihiM unmvbouj tho comKO wu placed in tbe 
ntuaticm whieb I him Wore detoibed , it mnit other cod* 
£nn b» leti, or igmm tmdo cmTjthiE^ vbkh had bceo 
done. He had prooded, not only igamit miataoce, bnt 
almott i^ainst any inquiry mto hta Tild projocts. Ho 
by hii opnm contmcta, put all Tioldce aideep ) and W bu 
bollock and other contn^ti, be bM tccured a ranety of coo* 
ceiled intereeta, both abroad and at borne. He wai tore of 
the rahficatioo of bra acta by tbe cotmcQy wbeaerer 1 m 
ahoold pleoae to inform them of hk mcainrce; and to hit 
•ocret influence be truatcd for impomty in bla career of 
tjTOiwjr and op p re w ozL 

In bnngmg before you bb a r bitr ai r mode of impoamn 
dotiea, I b^ to renund^oor lordabipe, t W when 1 exanu^ 
Mr Markbam, concerning tbe unnoamg of a duty of fire per 
cent,,inateidof tbe former doty or hro,l asked bmi,vbctner 
tbit firo per cent «ai not laid on in tWi i manner aa utterly 
to extin^iisb tbe trade ; end arhetber it via not, in eBVet 
and nbrtanee^ fire timeai ai mocb la hid been paid before 
Wbat •waa hta innrcrf "Wbr, that many plana irbieb, 
when conridered m tbe doaot, look apcdcraa and planaible. 
Trill not bcid Trbcn they come to bo tried in pTOrtfce, and 
that tha plan vaa one of them. Hbe edditioaaJ dalica, aald 
be, bare never aiaco been ciactcd. Bat, my loads, the very 
attempt to exact them utterly mined the trade of tbe coon* 
t^ Tb^ arero imp»cd upon a Tiafamaw tbccoy, formed In 
hia om doact, and tbo rcamt waa exactly vhat might bare 
been anbapated. '^Vaa it not an abommable thing in btr 
llaatings to withhold from tbe connen tbe mrana of aaecr* 
talnmg the real operation of fcua tasca f He had no know, 
ledge of trade bisWf; be cannot keep an account} be baa 
no mesKDj In tact, ve flad him a man powe u fd of no one 
(juality Ct for any kuid of buslneae whatcrer 'We And bhn 
pi trailing hit own Tutonaiy projecta, without knowing anr* 
thing of tho nituroor tbo accumatancet under whim tfio 
trade of the countir was earned on. Tbeae pTtj}ecta might 
have lo^ed rcry nuuaThle } but vbeti you come to rurrilDe 
tho actual italo ot tho trade, it is cot merely a diflerrtKo be- 
tween five aai (wope*’t^t,»l^t ** becomca a di/Temit mode 
of ettimatmg the commodity, and it amounts to five times u 
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much as was paid before. "We briug this as an exemplifica- 
tion of this cursed mode of arbitrary proceeding, and to 
show you his total ignorance of the subject, and his total in- 
dificrenco about the event of the measure lie was pursuing. 
"When he began to perceive his blunders, he never took any 
means whatever to put the now regulations, which these blun- 
ders had made necessary, into execution, but ho left all this 
mischievous project to rage in its full extent. 

I have shown your lordships how ho managed the private 
property of the country, how he managed tlio government, 
and how he managed the trade. I am now to call your lord- 
ships’ attention to some of the consequences which have re- 
sulted from the instances of management, or rather gross 
mismanagement, which have been brought before you. Your 
lordships wall recollect that none of these violent and arbitrary 
measures, cither in their conception or in the progress of their 
.'execution, were officially made known to the council. And you 
' will observe, as we proved, that the same criminal concealment 
existed with respect to the fatal consequences of these acts. 

After the flight of Cheit Sing, the revenues were punctually 
paid by the naib Durbedgy Sing, month by month, kist by 
kist, until the month of July, and then, as the country had 
suffered some distress, the naib washed this kist or instalment 
to be thrown on the next month. You will ask, why he 
wished to burthen this month beyond the rest ? I reply, the 
-reason was obvious ; the month of August is the last of the 
year, and he would at its expiration have the advantage of 
viewing the receipts of the whole year, and ascertaining the 
claim of the country to the remission of a part of the annual 
tribute Avhich !Mr. Hastings had promised, provided the in- 
stalments were paid regularly. It was well known to every- 
body that the country had suffered very considerably by the 
revolt, and by a drought which prevailed that year. The 
Kajah therefore expected to avail himself of ]\Ir. Hastings’s 
. flattering promise, and to save by the delay the payment of 
one ofiihe two kists. But mark the course that was taken ; 
the two kists were at once demanded at the end of the year, 
and no remission of tribute was allowed. By the promise of 
remission, Mr. Hastings tacitly acknowledged that the Bajah 
was overburthened ; and he admits that the payment of the 
July kist was postponed at the Bajah’s own desire. He must 
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I, np wo content!, illocnl pmvor hntl e.nnitU t^'ly etpirt'd. tlio 
nc clmuIcMino cnra''pondi-jn’i' wn** carried on. JIo npp.v 
otly con?idoiv(l l!t'n.nre.-t sh Intt priv.nii- prt'porty ; nml junt 
ft nmn note wiUi \\h jjrjvnto ftesvard nbmit InM ]»rivftlo 
dftto, so lie noted with tlto r»’eidont nt Bonoro!', Hr t' oeiven 
.*om him nnd nnswer.'t letters cont.nhiin;; n sorice of emn- 
dftints n^ninst Hnrbodgy whioh hcj^nn in April, nnd 
-•ontimicd to the month of Xovemhor, without mnhing nny 
- public conimuniontioji of them. Hr never laid one wrrti of 
■ this correspondence before the council until the 20lh of No- 
r vcinhcr, nnd he hnd then complelrly settled the fiitc of this 
‘ ‘ r Durbedgy Sing. 

- ' This clandestine cnrre.''pondencc we chnrjjo ngninst him 
'i*~ ns an net of rebellion; for he was hound to Inyhefore Ibo 
council the wliolc of his corre.'-pondence relnlivr to the rc- 
venue, and all the other aflhirs of tho country. ^Ve charge it 
not only ns rebellion against the orders of the Company nml 
i/ the laws of the land, but ns a wicked plot to destroy this 

' man, by dcpriHng him of any opportunity of defending him- 

fclf before the council, his lawful judgo.s. I wish to impress 
it strongly on your lordships’ minds, that neither the com- 
J^kints of !Mr. Markham nor tho exculpations of Durbedgy 
bing -were ever made known till Sir. Mnrldunn was examined 
•n this hall. 

■ Tlie first intimation afibrded the council of what hnd been 

S ’ ig on at Benares, from April, 1782, nt which time kfr. 

rkbnm says the complaints against Durbedgj’’ Sing hnd 
•dsen to serious importance, was in a letter dated the 27th of 
it^ovembcr following. Hiis letter was sent to the council 
rfrom Hia Serai, in the Granges, xvhere Mr. Hastings hnd re- 
itired for the benefit of the air. Dunng the whole time he 
Ivas in Calcutta, it does not appear upon tho records that ho 
Had ever held any communication with tho council upon tho 
lubject. The letter is in the printed minutes, page 298, and 
. fii as follows ; “ The Governor-General — I desire the secretary 
on lay the accompanying letters from Air, Markham before 
t’$e board, and request that orders may be immediately sent 
aO him concerning the subjects contained in them. _ Tt may 
r,iB necessary to inform the board, that on repeated informa- 
'ni;on from Air, Markham, which indeed was confirmed to mo 
Jieyond a doubt by other channels, and by private assurances 
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irbicli I oonld troft, ibfit the afijun of that pronncs vm 
liJc^ to fidl into tbe grootot cocfuaion IVom tM miaocmdoH 
of Bd>oo Durbedgj Siog, wl»om I ^d a^ioted tb® n»ib , 
feanng tbo dingeronj conaa^oesces of a ddaj, and being at 
too a datanca to coianlt tbe membm of tbe board, 
who I know conld ropoto that confidence in my local know* 
ledge aa to admit of thu oocaakmal eieroae of my own »cpa 
rate authority, I wrote to Mr Markham the letter to which 
he alludet, dated the 2{Hh of Sntomber last, of which I now 
lar before the board a copy flnt of the accompanyuig 
letten from Mr Markham amred at a time when a rerera 
retzuTi of mj lato fllneta obliged me, by tbe odneo of my 
phynmns, to leare Oolcotta & tbe benefit of the country 
air, and prorented me from bringing it earlier before the n> 
tice of the board." 

I hare to remarknpcm thit port of the letter, that be claimt 
for hlmtdf an ejereme of his own authority Ho bad now 
no delegatioo, and therefore no claim to aeparate authority 
Ho WM onlr a member of the board, obirged to do ererr* 
thing aeconing to the dedaien of the majority, and yet na 
apeau of h(i own aeparate anthonty ; and after compliment* 
ing himaelf he reqaeats ita eonfiraation. The complsinta 
oOIr blarkham had been mereaaiog growing and muitiply* 
ing upon Wm from month of April preceding and hehad 
nerer gtren the least intimatton of it to tbe bo^ until he 
wroto ttus letter This was at ao late a period that he (ben 
aiya, tbe time won’t woit for a remedy ; 1 am obliged to oyj 
my own separate autborityt althoagh be had had abundant 
time for laying the whole matter beforo the counaX 

ile noit goes on to air, “ It had Indeed been my intro* 
tkm, but for the sa/oc cause, to hare requested the initmc* 
tioni of the board for the conduct of blr Markham, io the 
difficulties which be bad to encounter immediately after tbe 
date of my letter to him, and to hare recommended the 
aubilance of it, for an order to tbe l«o*rd-* 

Ho i>ccms to hare promised Mr ^farkham that, if tlie no. 
lent act which Mr Markhsm proposed, and which 1 h», ilr 
irafltuJi^ ordered was earned into eieeulioB an aalltority 
ahouldne procured from the board He howerer did not 
gel 3fr iurkhsm such an authority Vthr f Bccanse ha 
wv n^ved, aa be has told you, to act by hii own arparate 
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autliority ; and Decauae, as lie has Kkewise told yon, that he 
diaobeys the orders of the court of directors, and defies the 
laws of the country, as a signal of hia authority, 

Now, what does he recommend to the board? That it 
noil be pleased to confirm the appointment which Mr. Mark- 
ham made in obedience to his individual orders, as well as the 
directions which he had given him, to exact from Baboo 
Durbedgy Sing, with the utmost rigour, every rupee of the 
collections ; and either to confine him at Benares, or send 
him to Cbunar, and imprison him there, until the whole of 
his arrears were paid up. Here then, my lords, you have, 
what plainly appears in every act of Mi. Hastings, a feeling 
of resentment for some personal iniury. “ I feel myself,^ 
says he, “ and maybe allowed on such an occasion to acknow- 
ledge it, personally hurt at the ingratitude of this man, and 
the discredit which his ill 'conduct has thrown on my ap- 
pointment of him. The Bajah himsel:^ scarcely arrived at 
the verge of manhood, was in understanding but little ad- 
vanced beyond the term of childhood ; and it had been the 
policy of Cheit Sing to keep him equally secluded from the 
world and from business.” This is the character Mr. Hast- 
ings gives of a man whom he appointed to govern the 
country. He goes on to say of Hurbedgy Sing : — “ As he 
was allowed a jaghire of a very liberal amount, to enable 
him to maintain a state and consequence, suitable both to the 
relation in which he stood to the Bajah and the high office 
which had been assigned to him, and sufficient also to frep 
him from the temptation of little and mean peculations, it is 
therefore my opinion, and I recommend that Mr. Markham 
be ordered to divest him of his jaghire, and reunite it to the 
malguzzary, or the land paying its revenue, through the 
Bajah, to the Company. * 

“ The opposition made by the Bajah and the old Bannee, 
both equally incapable of judging for themselves, do certainly 
originate from some secret influence, which ought to be 
checked by a decided and peremptory declaration of the au- 
thority of the board, and a denunciation of their displeasure 
at their presixmption. If they can be induced to yield the 
appearance of a cheerful acquiescence in the new arrangement 
and to adopt it as a measure formed with their participation, 
it would be better than that it shoidd be done by a declared 
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»ct of comfraleKm j but ot all ct enU it ou^t to be Oode," 
Mj lords, it had been alreadj done ) tbe uas ditiniated | 
be uv unpmoned } hti b|^(re vaa confiscated ; tQ tbeee 
things were done bj llr Uastuirt*! orders. He had resoli^ 
to take the whole upon hims^, be had acted upon that 
reeolutiQn before he addreoed this letter to tbe board. 

Thus, mj lords, wu this tmhsppj man pnnuhed without 
any prenonfl tnnL or any diargw, except tbe complaints of 
Ur Alarkham, and some other pm^e informatkin which 3Ir 
Hastings said be had recetrea Before the poor object of 
tbeee complaints could make up Us acooents, before a tingle 
step sras taken, judicially or officially, to ecoTict him of any 
crime, he was tent to pneoo, and ha pmmte estates confis* 
cated. 

Uj lords, tbe Commons of Great Britain dsim from you, 
that DO man shall be impntoned till a regular charge is 
•nhist him, aod tho accoted fairly heard in his defence 
l^cy dsim from ycFO, that no man shall be imprisooed on a 
matter of aecoont, nntU the ammnt is tcKled between the 
parties. And claiming thuL we do nr. that the unsoncr’t 
coodact towards Durtedgy oing was (liegal, unjos^ noleot, 

S ’ preedre. The imprisonment of tUs man was clearly 
on the part of 3fr Hastinga, as ho acted without the 
^ of tho council, and doubly opprewre, h the impn- 
aonod man was thereby disabled from settling Us account 
with tbe numberless sub^ccountants whom be had to deal 
with m tho collection of tho roronue 

Haring now done with these wicked, flagitious, abandoned, 
and abominable acts, I shall proceed to the extraordinary 

C OTS giren by Mr Hastlnge to bis instrument, ilr Mark- 
, WM was ettyiloyed in perpetrating these acts, and to 
tho reiy cxtraordinarr instructions which be care this in* 
strument for bis conduct m tho execution of the power in* 
trusted to him In a letter to Mr hlarkhsm, he says, ** I Deed 
not tell you. my dear sir, that I pos^s a tctt high opinion 
of rour abilities, and that 1 repoee tbe utmost coufldeoce in 
your integritr.” He might hare bad reason for both, but bo 
acareeiy left lo 3Ir ^larkbam the use of either Hr arbitra* 
rily jmpcttid upon him tho tasks which be wished him to 
eteeule, and he engaged to bear out bis aels hr his own 
p o wer, “yrom your keg residenie at Benares,’'^ says b<v 
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**and the part you have had in tho husincss of that 
zemindary, you must certainly best know the men ulio nro 
most capable and dcsonang of public employment. From 
among these I autborizo you to iiominutc anaib to the Ilfijahj 
in the room of Durhedg)' Sing, whom, on account of his ill 
conduct, I think it necessary to dismiss from that oflice. It 
will be hardly necessar}' to except Oossaun Sing from the 
description of men to whom I have limited your choice, yet 
it may not be improper to apprize you, that I will, on no 
terms, consent to his being naib. In forming tho arrange- 
ments consequent upon this new appointment, I request you 
will, as far as you can with propriety', adopt those which wore 
in use during the life of Bulwant Sing ; so far, at least, ns to 
have distinct offices for distinct puriioscs, independent of each 
other, and with proper men at the head of cneb ; so that one 
office may detect or prevent any abuses or irregularities in 
the others, and together form a system of reciprocal checks. 
Upon that principe I desire you will in particular establish, • 
under whatever names, one olEce of receipts, and nnotlier of 
treasury ; the officers of both must be responsible for tho 
^th and regularity of their respective accounts, hut not sub- 
ject in the statement of them to the control or interference of 
the Eajah or naib ; nor should they he removable at pleasiuro, 
hut for manifest misconduct only. At tho head of one or 
other of these offices I could wish to see tho lalo Boxey 
■ Bogooher Dyall; his conduct in bis former office, his behaviour 
on the revolt of Cheit Sing, and particularly at tho fall of 
Bidjigur, together with his general character, prove him 
worthy of employment and of the notice of our government. 
-It is possible that he may have objections to holmng an office 
under the present Eajah ; offer him one, however, and let him 
know that you do so by my directions.” Ho then goes on 
to say, “ Do not wholly neglect the Bajah ; consult with him 
in appearance, but in appearance only. His situation requires 
that yon should do that much ; hut his youth and inexperi- 
ence forbid that you should do more.” 

Ton see, my lords, he has completely put the whole go- 
vernment into the hands of a man who had no name, character, 
or official situation, hut that of the Company’s resident 
at that place. Bet us now see what is the office of a resident. 
It IB to reside at the court of the native prince, to give 
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the CDUDdl notace of Uio tnmnoUoia that aiti grrfng on 
there, end to take care that the tribute bo regular^ paid, tat 
bj tat , but we hare aeen that hir Uarkham, tte rerideut 
at Beoarea, wia inreited by Mj Haatmgi with topre)iH!i tu* 
thority m thia imhappy cormtiy He waa to name whoorer 
be plreaod to iti goreaunent, with the ftrceptwn of Ooenun 
Slug, and to dnve oat the peraoc who had poeacaaed it under 
an authonW which could only bo reroked by the eoundL 
^ua Mr Haathin dalcgnted va Mr Marthafn an authcsity 
wbi^ he himeeli did not reaDy poeaeas, and which coold 
only be legally exeroiaed through the mediuin of the 
coimdh 

with reapect to Ihirbed^ Smg; he adda , — ** He haa i^i*« 
honoured iny choice of himj' ilf choice of b^m I “ It now 
only remami to guard agamat tlie ill ofecta of hta icuaco]> 
dui^ to detect and poniu it. To tHe end I deeire that the 
offiom to be supointed in eonaeguence of theae instruotlaQa 
do, with as mucn aomnuy and oqiedithm aa poaaible^ make out 
an aneount of the reoorpta, dsbimmeuta, and trantaohom of 
^[^hirbedgy Sing, d a nu g the time be hta acted aa of the 
cicihdary of Becarea ( and I demre you win, m my namc^ 
aaaore h^ that unleaa he at toe hmited time erery 
rupee of thererenoo due to the Ckoopasy, hu life ihaD anawer 
for the defaulL I need not caution you to proride agamat 
hia flight, and the remoral oThia edTec^” He here asyi. my 
lorda, th^ be wilL detect and puniah hnn , but theflnt tnmg 
he dooL without any deteetian, eren before the iccounti he 
j-afta ^ are m nd« up, and without knowing whether he haa 
got the money or noiv be dedarea that be will hare ereiy 
rupee paid at the tnne, or otherwise the naib'a life ahall p^ 
for it , 

If thta the language of a Botash gurernor ] of a person 
npointed to g u reni, 2y iaw, nataoni lul^ect to the dominion 
and under the proteetum of tbia kingdom ? Is he to order a 
Tn*Ti to be flrit mpriaoned and depnred of hia prouertr j then 
for an inquiry to be made, and to detdare, dozmg that mqmir. 

if erery rupee of a presumed embenleme^ be not paid 
up, the life of Hi Tictim shall tnawer for it f And aererd* 
in^y this man’s life did answer for it as I hare already had 
oecadon to mpntiou to your lordaiupa. 

I win now read Mr Markham’s letter to the council, In 
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vrTiicb he enters into the charges against Durhedgy Sing, 
after this unhappy man had been imprisoned. 

Benares, 24th of October, 1782. — “ I am sorry that my duty 
obliges me to mention to your honourable board my apj/re- 
hensions of a severe loss accruing to the honourable Coumany, 
if Baboo Burbedgy Sing is continued in the naibut during 
the present year. I ground my fears on the knowledge I 
had of his mismanagement ; the’ bad choice ho has made of 
his aumils ; the mistrust which they have of him ; and the 
several complaints which have been preferred to me by the 
ryotts of almost every pergunnab in the zemindory. I did 
not choose to waste the time of your honourable board in 
listening to my representations of his inattention to the com- 
plaints of oppression which were made to him by his ryotts, 
as I hoped that a letter he received from the honourable G-o- 
vemor-Gtenerol would have had weight sufficient to have made 
him more regular in his business, and more careful of his 
son’s interest.” 

My lords, think of the condition of your government in 
India ! Here is a resident at Benares exercising power not 
given to him by virtue of his office, but given only by the 
private orders of the prisoner at your bar. And what is it he 
does? He says, he did not choose to trouble the council 
with a particular account of his reasons for removing a man 
who possessed a high office under their immediate appoint- 
ment. The council was not to know them : he did not 
choose to waste the time of their honourable board in listening 
to the complaints of the people. Ho ; the honourable board 
is not to nave its time wasted in that improper mannev; 
therefore, without the least inquiry or inquisition, the man 
must be imprisoned, and deprived of bis office : he must have 
all his property confiscated, and be threatened with the loss 
of his hfe. 

These are crimes, my lords, for which the Commons of 
Great Britain knock at the breasts of your consciences, and 
call for justice. They would think themselves dishonoured 
.for ever, if they had not brought these crimes before your 
lordships, and with the utmost energy demanded your 
vindictive justice, to the fioliest extent in which it can be 
rendered. 

But. there are some aggravating circumstances in these 
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CTUD««, Ttidi I h*Te not yet rtnied. It ■ppean that ttli 
Tmhappy «nd mjared maa ira*, -withoat any •oliatation of 
bii own, jdaced m a Bitaaiun, trie doMea of wHcb eren ITr 
ooiLSidered It iiopoi^le foe 'him to execnto. It>> 
stead (a sapparting him -with the countenance of the sn* 
preme fforemmant, Mr Hastings did ererythinn to Twwytr^ 
his his coneequence, and authority And irhen the 

buKmess of the ctdlectum became embarraseed, inthcmt any 
fault of hii, that has erer yet been piored, Mr Markham in* 
stituted an inquiry lYhat kmd of m^mry it was that would 
or could be made, your lonJshipa wDl md^ While this was 
going on, Mr M^hem tells you that In oonaequenee of or- 
ders whidi he had reemred, ^ first put him into a gentle 
confinement. Tour lordships know what that eonfln^ent 
was { and you know what it u for a roan of his rank to be 
put into mr eoufioement. We haTt shown he was thereby 
{Deniable of tranaactinn bosmeea. His bfe had been threat- 
enei^ if he should not pay m the balance of fau aocounts 
within A short H.mlt4‘d tame; staD he was suljected to con« 
finement while he bad money aceounta to settle with the 
whole oountry Could e man m gaol, dahcmoured and repr^ 
bated, take enectnal means to r ecorer the anuors whioh be 
was called upon to pay P Could he, m such a aituation, re- 
coyer the mouey winm wu unpaid to hnn, in ruoh an exten- 
■bre distnot as Benares F Tet Mr Markham teUa the ooun* 
eil, he thought proper “ that Ihirbedgy Bing should he put 
nnaer a geime cannoeioent, until 1 Midi recelTU your Iran- 
ounbls merd’a orden for any fbture measurea.” Thus Mr 
without any ordera from the ooundl, assumed sn 
aiitho.d^ to do that whi^ we asaoTt a Tssidocit at Benares 
had m' right to do ; hot to which he was insti gated hr Mr 
'Hastin^^'a’s reeommeadstion that l>urbedgy Si^ ihould be 
prerentod from flight. 

Kow, my lorda. waa it to bo e x pe cte d that a man of Dur- 
bedgy Bing’s rank should sofier these hardships and ludlgnl- 
t jfs, and at the aacae time kise the rod arra say, X faaT« 
f > »#.i T»d it all ? We know that all mankind rermts at op- 
pressioii, if it be real We know that men do not willingly 
rohmit to punishment iuft orn^ostj and we find that Dur- 
hedgy Bmg hi\d near relatiTea, who need for Ins relief tH the 
'power wh£h was left them,— Ahat of ronranstratiug 'with hk 



WAREEN HASTINGS, ESQ. 


81 


oppressors. T^Yo nrzies, or petitions, ivere presented to tlie 
council, of which we shall first coll your lordships’ attention 
to one from the dowager princess of Benares, in favour of 
her child and of her family. 

Brom the Eaunee, nddoAV of Bulwant Sing, received the 
IC'th of December, 1782 ; — “ I and my children have no hopes 
but from your highness, and our honour and rank are be- 
stowed by you. — Mr. hlarkham, from the advice of my ene- 
mies, having protected the farmers, would not permit tlie 
balances to be collected. Baboo Durbedgy Sing frequently 
•before desired that gentleman to show his resentment against 
the people ivho owed balances, that the balances might be 
collected, and to give ease to his mind for the present year, 
conformably to the requests signed by the presence, that he 
might complete the bundobust. But that gentleman would 
not listen to him ; and having appointed a mutseddy and 
taveeldar, employs them in the collections of the year, and 
sent two companies of sepoys and arrested Baboo Durbedgy 
Sing upon this charge, that he had secreted in his house 
many lacks of rupees from the collections, and he carried the 
mutseddies and ‘treasurer with their papers to his own pre- 
sence. He neither ascertained this matter by proofs, nor 
does he complete the balance of the sircar from the jaidaads 
of the balances ; right or wrong, he is resolved to destroy 
our lives. As we have no asylum or hope except from your 
highness, and as the Almighty has formed your mind to be 
a distributer of justice in these times, I therefore hope from 
the benignity of your highness that you will inquire and do 
justice in this matter, and that an aumeen may be appointed 
from the presence, that having discovered the crimes or inno- 
cence of Baboo Durbedgy Sing he may Teport to the pre- 
sence. Burther particulars wUl be made known to your high- 
ness by the arzie of my son, Eajah Mehipnarain Bahader.” 

Arzie from'Bajah Mehipnarain Bahader, received 15th 
December, 1782. — “ I before this had the honour of address- 
ing several arzies to your presence, but from my unfortunate 
state not one of them has been perused by your highness, 
that my situation might be fully learnt by you. The case is 
this ; Mr. Markham, from -the advice of my enemies, having 
occasioned several kinds of losses, and given protection to 
those who owed balances, prevented the balance from being 

\ov. Till. a 
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coUectod j for thu reason, thnfr^ the 11101107 bci^ paid m 
time, the Baboo might bo consKted of inabilitj From thii 
re flio n all the aimers of balancot rofoaed to the malva* 
jib of the nrear Before this the Baboo had ireqaentlj 
sired that gentloman to ^orr Ha reaentment against the 
persona who owed the balances, that the baltncea might be 
pild, and that hia mind might b© at enae far the present year, 
so that the bundohaat of the present year might bo completed } 
adding, that if next year aoidi lands of injunea and protee- 
tion M the farmers were to happen, he should not he able to 
support it” 


1 am here to remark to joor lordsbipa, that the last of these 
petitions begins by statu^ "I before hare had the hon* 
our of addressing serernl amca to tout preseneb j but, from 
my unfortunate state, not one of them has hcen penis^ by 
your highness." hly lords, if there a any one right secured 
to the subject, it n that of presenting a petition, and haTmg 
that petition noticed. Tha right ^growa m nnportanee in 
proportion to the power and deepotie nature of toe gorero- 
ments to whieh the petitioner a rubjcct For where there 
a no sort of remedy firom any fixed laws, Nothing remaJoa 
but complamt, and p^ers, and petitions. Hiis was the ease 
in Benares, for Mr Bastings bad dcftroycd ererr trace of 
law. leanng only the police of the smgle oty of Benarc*. 
Still we find tha complaint, prayer, and petition was not the 
first, but only ouo of moi^ which Mr liashuM took no no- 
tice ofi entirely despised, and nerer would sun^Br to bo pro- 
duced to the conned { which Dcrer knew anything until this 
buudle of papers came before them, cf the complaint of Mr 
Markham against Ihirbedgy Slnm or of the complaint of 
Ihirbcdgy Smgagumst 3 Ir Jlarkham, 

Obserre, 1^ lords, tbo person that put Borbedgy Sing in 
prison was Mr Markham , while the complaint m the ame 
IS that Mr 31 aikbam was himself the cause of the my 
fyinro for which he impnsoncd hum Now what was the 
conduct of Mr Ilaitingi, as jodro F Ho has two persona 
b^oro hirn , the ono in the ostoiiinlo care of the rorenne of 
the county, the other his own agent, acting under his au- 
thonty The first Is accused br the second, of default m his 
payments 1 the latfcr is eompfiuncd oT 6y fbe former, who 
says, that the occasion of the aecosation hiul been furnished 
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h\ him the nccnscr. The jud^o, instead of granting redre??, 
dismisses the complaints against a\Ir. I\lnrlvham ^\i^h repre- 
hension, and sends the complainant to rot. in jn'isoji, wthont 
making one impiiry, or giving liimself the trouble of staling 
to ]\Ir. Markham the com])lniuts against him, and desiring 
him to clear himself from them, lords, if there were 

nothing but this to mark the trcnchcrons and perlidions na- 
ture of his conduct, this would be snflicient. 

In this state of things, Mr. Hastings thus WTites: — “Tc 
^Ir. lyiarkham. The measures which you have taken with 
Baboo Durbedgy Sing .are perfcctlv right and proper, so fai 
ns they 'go, and we now direct tliat yon exact from him 
with the utmost rigour, every rupee of the collections which 
it shall appear that lie has made, and not brought to account, 
and cither confine him at Benares or send him prisoner to 
Chunar, and keep him in confinement until he shall have 
discharged the wiiolc of the amount due from him.” He 
here employs the very person against wliom tlic complaint is 
made, to imprison the complainant. He approves the con- 
duct of his agent, without having heard Ins defence, and 
leaves him at his option to keep his victim a jirisoner at 
Benares, or to imprison him in the fortress of Chunnr, the 
infernal place to which he sends the persons whom he has 
a miud^o extort money from. 

Tour lordships will be curious to know bow Ibis debt of 
Durbedgy Sing stood at the time of bis imprisonment. I 
will state the matter to your lordships briefly and in plain 
language, referring you for the particulars of the account to 
the papers which arc in your minutes. It appears from them, 
that towards the end of the yearly account in 1782, a kist, or 
pa}mient of eight lacks (about £80,000), tile balance of the 
annual tribute, was due. In part of ibis kist, Durbedg}’- Sing 
paid two lacks (£20,000). Of the remaining six lacks 
(£60,000), the outstanding debts in the country due to the 
revenue, but not collected by the naib, amounted to four lacks 
(£40,000). Thus far the account is not controverted by the 
accusing party ; but Mu. Markham asserts, that be shall bo 
able to prove that the naib had also actually received the 
other two lacks (£20,000) ; and consequent!}’- was an actual 
defaulter to that amount, and bad upon the whole suffered 
the annual tribute to fall six lacks in arrear. The naib de- 

o 2 
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nH?t the reccjpt of the tro lack* joit mentioned, ami n kaL 
lenses m^nuy { hot oo inanmcs appear to hare been nude, 
and to this hour Mr. Marluum has produced no proof of the 
lact. With respect to the arrear of the tribute monoj -which 
appefired on tM balance of the whole acoormt, the naih 
fended himself bj alleging the dutieaaee of the country, the 
duninotion of his authority, and the want of aupport from 
the iupreme goTemment m the eoTloction of the rerenaei ; 
end be ateerta, that he haa enets BuScteoit, if tune end 
power be oUow^ htm for coQeoting them, to diaeharge the 
whole balance due to the Company He immediate pay* 
jnent of the whole balance was demanded, and Durbedgy 
6mg, unable to comply with the demand, was sent to pnaon. 
Thus stood the busmea when Mr hlarkham, toon uter he 
had tent the nsib to pnaon, ^tted the reeideney . he was 
soceeedod ^ Mr Benn, who acted ezsHly upon tne same 
pruunpio. He declares, that the six lacks demanded were 
not demanded upon the principle of its hsTing been aetuallr 
collected by him, bat opoD tbepnompJe of hu hanuff agreed 
to pay tI We bare, tej Mr £astiDn*i agmta to tv naib, 
wa hare a Jew's If it u is yoizr bond, we 

bare ft, or we -wiU hare a pound of your flesh } wluthetr ron 
bare reeeired it or not^ is no buameae of onra. About tbs 
time aome hopes were entertained by the resident that the 
nalb’s peraonm exeatioos m eoUectang the airean of the tiv 
hate might be useful. Heee hopM procured bm a short 
libemtiQn from hii oonflnement. He was let out of pruon, 
aud appears to hare made another payment of half a lack oi 
rupees. Still the terms of the band were famstod on, al- 
though Mr Hastings had allowed that these terms were ei- 
tmragant, and oifly one lack and a half of the money wbch 
had been actually reeeirod reanomed unpaid. One would 
thmk that oommon eban^, that common decency, that com- 
mon regard to the decorum of life, would, under such or- 
enmstancea, hare hindered Mr Hiutmgs from imprisoning 
Pim again But, my lords, bo was imprisoned sgaui. He 
continued in pmon tili Mr Hastanga quitted the country | 
and there he soon eflar died, — a rictun to the enonnous op- 
jBVsoian wbch has been detailed to your lordshlpe. 

It appears that, in the mean hme^ the reaidcata had been 
other means for reeorenng the b nlnnce due to the Com- 
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party. Tlie'faniily of tlie Eajah had not been' paid one shil- 
ling of the £00,000 allowed for their maintenance. They 
were obliged to mortgage their own hereditary estates for 
their support, while the residents confiscated all the property 
of Durbedgy Sing. Of the money thus obtained, what ac- 
coimt has been given ? None, my lords, none. It must, 
therefore, have been disposed of in some abominably corrupt 
way or other, while this miserable victim of Mr. Hastings 
was left to perish in a prison, after he had been elevated to 
the highest rank in the country. 

But, without doubt, they found abundance of efiects after 
his death ? No, my lords ; they did not find anything. They 
ransacked his house ; they examined all his accounts, every 
paper that he had, in and out of prison. Tliey searched and 
scrutinized everytliing. They had every penny of his for- 
tune, and I believe, though I cannot with certainty know, 
that the man died insolvent : and it was not pretended that 
ho had ever applied to his own use any part of the Com- 
pany’s money. 

Thus Durbedgy Sing is gone ; this tragedy is finished ; a 
second Eajah of Benares has been destroyed. I do not speak 
of that miserable puppet who was said by Mr. Hastings to 
be m a state of childhood when arrived at manhood ; but of 
the person who represented the dignity of the family. He 
is gone he is swept away ; and in his name, in the name of 
this devoted Durbedgy Siug, in the name of his afflicted 
family, in the' name of the people of tlie countrj'^, thu3 op- 
pressed by a usurped authority, in the name of all these, re- 
specting whom justice has been thus outraged, we call upon 
your lordships for justice. 

"We are now at the commencement cvf a new order of 
things, klr. Markham had been authorized to appoint who- 
ever he pleased as naib, -with the exception of Oossaun Sing. 
He accordiugly exercises this power, and chooses a person 
called dagger Deo Sing. Brom the time of the confinement 
of Durbedgy Sing to the time of this man’s being put into 
the government, in whose hands were the revenues of the 
country ? Mr. Markham himself has told you, at your bar, 
that’ they were in his hands : that he was the person who 
not only named this man, but that he had the sole manage- 
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mest of tlio rersriQef ; and be iras, of cocne, cnsTrenble for 
them all that tune. The nocmnal title of xommdar iru ftm 
left to the mkarohle Degeant who held it | hnt eren the rerj 
name ioon fell enbrelr out of neeu It u m endenee before 
joor lordihipt, that hit name la not eren eo much u men* 
tioned in the proceeding* of the gorenunent} and that the 
pemm who reallT goremod waa not the oatenaible Jagger 
Deo Sing, but Mr Markham The goremment, therfflOTe, 
waa taken completely and entirely out of the of the 
perMn who had a le^ nght to adminifter it , out of the 
handa of hu goardiant | ont of the hand* of hia mother , oat 
of the handa of hia OBera^ reiMtiixa; and, in ahort, of all 
thoae who in the common conne of thing* ought to hare been 
ontmated with it. From all aoeh pemma I *ay it wa* tnVnn, 
and where, my lorda, waa it depomted P "Why. m the Wnti 
of a -man erf w*Wo we know nothing, and of wnom we nerer 
heard anything, before we beard that Mr Markham of hii 
own trsQTped authority, authonaod by the nanrped anlionty 
of Mr Haatmg*, witbont the leaat commonicaDcm with tha 
coTmdl, had pat hhn m pcaaewon of that eoantry 
Ur huoaeK ** ^ hare joat laid, admmiftered tbe 

reremifla alone, witbont tbe amallart anthonw for bo 
witboGt the lo^ knowiadge of the cocnoi], tiJj Jagger Deo 
Sing was fpponrted naib Did be them pire up ha aothor* 
ity f No each thing All the meeiuic* of dagger Deo 8mg*a 
goTemment were token with tbe comeurmice and joint man* 
agement 'of Mr hlarkham. He conducted the whole i the 
Bettlementa woe made, the leaseaand agreementa with farm* 
er* all regulated by bun. I need not yon, T bchcre, that 
Jigger 8 mg waa not a peraon of rery much aothonty m 

tbe eoae t y o nr lopdihipa would buuh at me if 1 aald be waa. 
Ibo rerenue arnmgementi were, 1 firmly beliere, regulated 
and made by Jlr Markham. Bat whrther th^ were or 
were not, it cornea to the nme thing If tW were impro- 
perly made and impropeHy oondael^ Mr Hutinga u ro- 
iponaihle for tbe whole of the mianuxziagemcnt, for bo gate 
the entire control to a pereon who biui bttle experience, 
who waa young in tbe world (end this ia the excuao I wish 
to mako for a gentleman of timt ago) He appointed him, 
gate him at large a dneretianofy aothonty lo name whom 
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lie plcnscd to bo i be ostensible nnib; but we know that bo 
took the principal part himself in all bis sclUemcnls and in 
all bis proceedings. 

Soon after the nnib bad been thus appointed and instructed 
by I^lr. iMarkliain, be settled under bis directions tbc ad- 
ministration of the country. Mr. !Mnrkbnm then desires 
leave from Mr. Hastings to go down to Calcutta. I imagine 
be never returned to Hcnaros ; he eomes to Europe; and 
bore end the acts of this viceroy and delegate. 

Let us now begin the reign of Mr. Bonn and iMr. Fowke. 
These gentlemen had just the same power delegated to them 
tbnt!Mr. ]\Inrkhnm possessed, not one jot less that 1 Icnow of ; 
and they were therefore responsible, and ought to have been 
called to an account by j\lr. Hastings, for every part of their 
proceedings. I will not give you my own aecount of the 
reign of these gentlemen ; but 1 will read to you what ^Ir. 
Hoistings has thought proper to represent the state of the 
people to be under their government. This course will save 
your lordsbijis time and trouble, for it will nearly sujier.scde 
all observations of mine upon the subject. 1 liold in my 
band Mr. Hastings’s reprc.scntation of the eflccts produced 
by a government which was conceived by bimsclf, carried 
into effect by himself, and illegally invested by him with ille- 
gal powers, ’without any security or responsibility of any 
kind. Hear, I say, what an account Jlr. Hastings gave, 
when be afterwards went uj) to Benares upon another wicked 
project, and think what ought to have been bis feelings as he 
looked upon the ruin be had occasioned. Think of the con- 
dition in which be saw Benares the first day be entered it. 
He then saw it beautiful, ornamented, rich ; an object that 
envy would have shed tears over for its prosperity — that hu- 
manity would have beheld with eyes glistening with joy for 
the comfort and happiness which were there enjoyed by man : 
— a country flourishing in cultivation to such a degree, that 
the soldiers were obliged to march in single files through the 
fields of corn, to avoid damaging them ; a country in which 
Mr. Stables has stated, that the villages were thick beyond 
all expression ; a country^ where the people pressed round 
their sovereign, as Mr. Stables also told you, with joy, tri- 
umph, and satisfaction. Such was the country ; and in such 
a state and under such a master was it when he first saw it. 
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See whit it now a under Warren Hutiim , we what it n 
ander the Bntteh goromiDcnt, and then jod^ whether the 
Oommona are or are not ri^t m prewme the rabject upon 
your lordahlpi for your decSion | and letfinp yon and all thia 
greet anditory knmr what aort of a cnmlnaTyoa have before 
you, who haa had the impudence to repreaent to yonr lord* 
■hipa at your bar that Bmam u in a flourishing oondition, 
in deflanow of the endence which we have under hia own 
handa | and who, in all the &lae papen that have been oron* 
lated to debench the pubbo opinion, haa itsted, that we, the 
Oommona, hare giren a lalae repreeemlatlon as to the atate of 
the coontiy nndor the En^ish goremment. 

Lucknow, the 2nd of April, Addrteaed to the hononr- 

able Edward Whaler, &q-, Signed Warron Hastingi It 
ta m pern 806 of the print^ minutaa — “ Gentlemen,— Hav- 
ing oontriTod bv making forced atagea, while the troopa of 
my eaoort marcned at the (wdinary rat^ to make a itay of 
five daya at Benaree, I wu thereby fumiahed with the means 
of oeqnmng tome knowledge of the state of the prorinee, 
which I am anxlooi to eommomeete to yon } indeed the u>- 
qoiry, which waa in a greet degree obtnided upon me, effect- 
M me with very mortifnng raeotkoa on my own mabih- 
^ to apply it to any awful porpoee JVoro tM eonflnea of 
Saxaru Benarea I waifoUoired and fatigued by the clamoors 
of the diacontented mhabitanta. It was what I expected m a 
de gr ee, becaoae it a rare that the eierc ia e of anthon^ibould 
prove wtisfactory to all who are the objeota of ih Ihe dia- 
treeaea which were prodnoed by the long-oontmaed dronght 
nuaroidably tended to heighten the general discontent i y^ 1 
hare reason to fear that tM oaoae existed pnnapally m a de> 
fectire, if not a oorrupt and oppreaaire, adrmniatratioa. Of a 
multitude of pebtaons whiefa were nreeented to me, and of 
which I took minotea, every one that did not relate to a per- 
sonal grievance continued the r ror eaentabcn of one and the 
game apectes of oppreasion, which is in its nature of an influ- 
ence moat fatal Co the future eoltivation. The practice to 
which 1 allode ia thli,— it is affirmed that the aomili and 
renters exact &om the proprietors of the aehud harvest a 
large increase in kind on their stipulated rent, that m, from 
thow who hniti their pottaha the tenure of puyinn one- 
cf the produce of their crops, either the whole without a 
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subterfuge, or a large proportion of it by false measmement 
or other pretexts ; and from those whose engagements are for 
a fixed rent in money, the half or a greater proportion is 
taken in kind ; this is in effect a tax upon the industry of the 
inhabitants, since there is scarcely a field of grain in the pro- 
vince, I might say not one, which has not been preserved by 
the incessant labour of the cultivator, by digging wells for their 
supply or watering them from the wells of Marisonry with 
which this country abounds, or from the neighbouring tanks, 
rivers, and nullahs. The people who imposed on themselves 
this voluntary and extraordinary labour, and not miattended 
with expense, did it in the expectation of reaping the profits 
of it ; and it is as certain that they would not have done it, 
if they had known that their rulers, from whom they were 
entitled to an indemnification, would take from them- what 
they had so hardly earned ; if the same administration con- 
tinues, and the country shall again labour under a want of the 
natural rains, every field Avill be abandoned, the revenue fail, 
and thousands perish through the want of subsistence ; fur 
who will labour for the sole benefit of others and to uiake 
himself the subject of vexation? These practices are not 
to be imputed to the aumils employed in the districts, but to 
the naib himself. The avowed principle on which he acts, 
and which he acknowledged to myself, is, that the whole 
smn fixed for the revenue of the province must be collected, 
and that for this purpose the deficiency arising in places 
where the crops have failed, or which have been left uncul- 
tivated, must ne supplied from the resources of other’s vbere' 
the soil has been better suited to the season, or the indus- 
try of the cultivators more successfully exerted ; a principle 
which, however specious and plausible it.may at first appear, 
certainly tends to the most pernicious and destructive conse- 
quences. If this declaration of the naib had been made only 
to myself, I might have doubted my construction of it ; but it 
was repeated by him to Mr. Anderson, who understood it 
exactly in the, same sense. In the management of the cus- 
toms, the conduct of the naib, or of the officers under him, 
was forced also upon my attention. The exorbitant rates 
exacted by an arbitrary valuation of the goods ; the practice 
of exacting duties twice on the same goods, first from tho 
seller and afterwards from the buyer; and the vexalioua 
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dispatei and delaji diinm on the merdtenti by tbeae cp* 
premoni, "wvte loodl^ complained of ] and tome mttance 
of thit Imd Ter e tmd to- cxat at tte very time trlien I 
fTU in Benarec, Under racb cummutancee ttc are not to 
Tvonder rf tHe merchanta of foreign ooontnet are ditcoor- 
aged &om retrr tJ ng to Benares, and if tbe commeroe of that 
pTonnce tboTild aniiTiaDy decay 

** Other eriU or imputed orili bare accidentally come to 
my knoK-ledge, wUcb 1 w31 not ncnr psrticalsme, aa 1 hope 
tmit, Tith amatance of the resident, they may be m part 
corrected; one, horerer, I most mention, bc<au*o it has 
been renfied my oirn obecrvatkm, and is of that kind 
which refleets an nnmented reproech on our genenil and na- 
tional eharsoter '^Vbm I was at Bnxsr, tbe resident at my 
demre eigoined tbe naib to appoint creditable people to erery 
town tbrougb which onr route lay, to persna^ and enconr- 

E tbe inh^itanti to remain m their bonaes, promiimg to 
» them guards u I approached, and they required it for 
[r proteefam ; end tw be might pereeire hov earnest 1 
was foe his obserranee of this pie ea nfaon (vhich I am eer- 
tsln was finthfully delirered), I npeated it to htm m person, 
end disauseed bun, that be precede me for tlmt par- 

pose , bat to my great diuppointment, I ibnnd ererr {dace 
tbrougb which I passed abawoned , nor had there been a 
man loft in any of them for their protecticpn I am sorry to 
add. tiist &om Baxar to the opposite boandsry, I bsro seen 
nothing bat tbe traces of complete deraststion in ercry tA- 
Isge, whether eaneed by the foDowm of tbe troops which 
bare lately passed, for uetr natural rebels and I know not 
whether m^ own may not hare hsd their share, or from the 
apprehension of thq inhabitants left to tbemsdres, and of 
tbemselres desertins their houses. I wish to acquit my own 
ooentrymen of the olsme of these nnlsT uur able appeartmees; 
(tnit m my own heart I do acqmt them i for at one rnesmp- 
ment, near a large rillaM eaDed Dorara, m the {leigunnsh 
of Zemanees, a cr u yd oi people came to me. complsinmp that 
their former *nmiL who was a natlTe of tbe plsee, and bsd 
long been established in anthonty orer them, and whoso 
CT rt/ nn it had been, whenorer any troops passed, to remain 
in person on the sp^ for then* protection, hsnng been re- 
mored, the new aumil, cm the approach of any military de* 
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tacliment, himself first fled from the place, and the inhabit- 
ants, having no one to whom they could apply for redress, 
or for the representation of their grievances, and-heing thus 
remediless, fled also ; so that their houses and eftects became 
a prey to any person who chose to plunder them. The ge- 
neral conclusion appeared to me an inevitable consequence 
from such a state of facts, and my own senses bore testimony 
to it in this specific instance ; nor do I know how it is pos- 
sible for any officer commanding a military party, how atten- 
tive soever he may be to the discipline and forbearance of 
his people, to prevent disorders, when there is neither oppo- 
sition to hinder, nor evidence to deter theim Tliese, and 
many other irregularities, I impute solely to the naib ; and I 
think it my duty to recommend his instant removal. I would 
m 3 ’^self have dismissed him, had the control of this province 
come within the line of my powers, and have established such 
regulations and checks as would have been most likely to 
prevent the like irregularities. 1 have said checks, because, 
unless there is some visible influence, and a powerful and 
able one, impended over the head of the manager, no system 
can avail. The next appointed may prove, from some defect, 
as unfit for the office as the present ; for the choice is limited 
to few, without experience to guide it. The first was of my 
own nomination ; his merits and qualifications stood in equal 
balance with. my knowledge of those who might have been 
the candidates for the office: but he was the father of the 
Eajah, and the affinity sunk the scale wholly in his favour ; 
for who could be so fit to be entrusted with the charge of 
his son’s interest, and the new credit of the rising family P- 
He deceived my expectations. Another was recommencled 
Iw the resident, and at my instance the board appointed him. 
This was dagger Deo Sing, the present naib. I knew him 
not, and the other members of the board as little. 

“ "While Mr. Markham remained in office, of whom, as his 
immediate patrpn, he may have stood in awe, I am told that, 
he restrained his natural disposition, which has been describ- 
, ed to me as rapacious, unfeeling, haughty, and to an extreme 
vindictive. I cannot avoid remarking, that, excepting the 
city of Benares itself, the province depending upon it is in 
effect without a government, the naib exercising only a de- 
pendent iurisdiction without a principal. Tim Eajah ia 
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■vnthoQt autlionty, and mm ba nanw diatued in the official 
instruments iNtim or taken br tbe manarer Tbe rcpre- 
•entation of bis rituahon tbaU bo tbe ■abject of another 
letter} I bavo made tbu alreodj too long, and ihall confine 
it to tbe amgle sabject for tbo commnjdcahon of wbicb it 
•wai begun- Thti permit me to recapitulate Tbe admlma- 
tration of tbe pronnce la miaeoadncted, and tbe people op- 
preaacd , trade discouraged, and tbe ler on ue, tbou^ aaid to 
□e exceeded m tbo act^l coOectiona bj many lacks (for I 
hare a minute account of it, xbicb statu the net amount, 
indading jagbirea, as eometbmg more than fiftr-ono ladts), 
in danger ot a rapid decline, firOT the violent approprahon 
of ita TTtf»wTi« , tbe naib or manager la unfit for bta office | a 
new manager u reauireiL and a •jrtem of official control, m 
a wor d , a conabtution i f« neither can tbo board extend ita 
tupenntending powen to a dutnet »o remote from ita olv 
•errabon, nor haa it delegated that antbon^ to tbo resident, 
who la merel/ tbe represcotnbTO of gorernment, and tbo re. 
rarer of its rerenoe in the last proeesa of it, nor Indeed 
would it be poaaibla to render him wboQ/ eo, ibr retuona 
whieb I nujr bereefter detaiL‘* 

lip lordt, poQ hare now heard,— not from tbe managera, 
—not from recorda of officoi,— not finm witnetses at pour 
bar — but from the pnaoner bimaelfi the atato of tbe countrp 
of Benarca, from tM time that Mr Uaatuiga and bia dele- 
gated residenta bad taken tbe manag ement of it. Mr lor^ 
it la a pTOOli bepond all other proofs of tbe mdancbolp atate 
of tbe countrp, m wUdi, bp attempting to cxemae usurped 
and arbitrary power, all power ana all aulhentp become ex- 
tinguished, complete anarehp tabs place, and nothing of go- 
Tcmment appears but the roeanaof robbing and roraguip, with 
an utter indispoaibon to take one step for tbe protccnon of 
tbepeople. 

Think, mp lords, what a tnompbal progress it was for a 
British corrmor, from one extremity of t£s pronnce to the 
other ((or so be has stated it), to be pursued bp tbe cnes of 
an oppressed and rumed people, where they dared to •Ppear 
before him , and when they did not dare to appear. Aping 
from evw place , eren tbe reiy magatrates being the first 
to fly I Think, my lords, that when these unhaopy people 
taw tbe appearance of a BritiBh soldier, they fed aa irem a 



VrAI^llE^' HASTnCQS, XBQ. 


ns 

pestilence; nnd then think, that these Avere the people who 
laboured in the manner which )’ou have just heard ; Avho dug 
their oaati wells ; whose country would not produce anything 
hut Irom the indefatigable industry of its inhabitants ; and 
that such a meritorious, such nii industrious people should 
be subjected to such a cursed anarchy, under pretence of reve- 
nue ; to such a cursed tyranny, under the pretence of govern- 
ment 1 

But dagger Deo Sing was unfit for his oflice. — How dared 
you to appoint a man unfit for his office ? — Oh, it signified 
little, Avithout their haAing a constitution. — Why did you 
destroy the official constitution that existed before ? IIoav 
dared you to destroy those establishments Avhich enabled the 
people to dig wells nnd to cultivate the country like a {garden, 
nnd then to leave the whole in the hands of your arbitrary 
and wicked residents nnd their instruments, chosen Avithout 
the least idea of government, and Avithout the least idea of 
protection? God has sometimes converted Avickedness into 
madness ; and it is to the credit of human reason that men 
who are not in some degree mad ore never capable of being 
in the highest degree Ancked. The human faculties nnd 
reason are in such cases deranged; and, therefore, this man 
has been dragged by the just A’engeance of Providence to 
make his own madness the discoverer of liis oa\ti wicked, 
perfidious, and cursed machinations in that devoted countiy. 

Think, my lords, of what he says respecting the military. 
He says, there is no restraining them, that they pillage the 
country Avherever they go. But had not Mr. Hastings him- 
self just before encouraged the military to pillage the coun- 
try ? Did he not make the people’s resistance, when the 
soldiers attempted to pillage them, one of the crimes of Cheit 
Sing ? And who would dare to obstruct the military in their 
abominable ravages, when they kueAv that one of the articles 
of Cheit Sing’s impeachment was his having suffered the 
people of the country, when .plundered by these AAucked 
soldiers, to return injury for injury, and blow for blow ? 
Wlien they saw, I say, that these Avere the things for which 
Cheit Sing was sacrificed, there was manifestly nothing left 
for them but flight. HHiat! fly from a Governor-General ? 
Tou would expect he was bearing to the country, upon his 
balmy and healing AAnngs, the cure of all its disorders and of 
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tU lU dlitree*. No | tboy know him too wtll i they knew 
him to bo the dettrOjer of the conntrj, they Icnew him to 
bo the dcotroyer of ooToreigD, the dettroyer of the per- 
tom whom ho bad appointed to goTern xmder him j they 
know that noithor goremor, tob-gorernor, nor nibject eonld 
cpjoy « momenf i oeounty whDe be poHoaaod topreme pon’er 
This wm the itate of the ooantry , and thl« the Oommom of 
'ftigiand call upon your lordahipa to aTenge. 

Lot m now ooe what la next done by the pnaoner at your 
bar He la iftti.ified with timply romomig &om hta office 
Jaggor I>eo Bmg, who la accuaed by him m aH theoe com^ 
tiona and oppreaaKrua | the other poor onfartonate mnn^ 
waa not eren accuaed of malronatiom in auoh a degree, and 
againat whom not one of the accnaahom of oppreaaion waa 
regularly prorod, but who had, in Mr HaatingB’a era, the 
one unpardonahLo fault of not hanuf been mtme ncner by 
hia cmnet, waa twice nnpnaoned, antT finally jicrabed in pn- 
aon- Bat we hare never heard ona word of the impnaonment 
of Jagger Deo Sing, who, I beilere, after tome mock mcpury, 
wu acquitted. 

Here, my lorda, I mmt be^yoo torecoSeot Hr Haatinga’i 
proc e eding with Guuga Gonn Sing | and to cootnit hia eon- 
duct towarda theae two peculator* with hia proccedme tomrda 
Durbedgy Smg Such a comparwoc will let your lordahipa 
Into the aecret of one of the pnaoner'a motire* of conduct 
upon Bueh oocttaiona. "When jon will find a man pillaging 
and deaolatmg a country in w manner Jaggcr Deo Sing la 
deacribed by Sir Haatiuga to lure done, but who take* caro 
toaeoure to himadf the apoQ^ you will Hkewiae find that mch 
a man la aafa, aecure, u^umahed Tour lordahipa wHl rtK 
coUeot the de«Iatian pf Dlnagenoro. You will reoillcct that 
the rapaaoua Gunga Gonn Sing (the conihator of Mr 
Haatinga m peculation), out of £§0,000, whim be had n> 
ceired on the Company*a secount, retain^ £40,000 for hia 
own me ) and that, inatead of being turned out of hu em- 
ployment and treated with rigour and cruelty, bo waa derated 
TU ilr Haatmga’a grace and larour, and norcr called upon 
for tho reatorafaon of a penny. Obsarre, my lorda, the dif- 
ferenco m hn treatment of men who hare wealth to purchaao 
impunity, or w^ hare aecret* to roreal, and of another who 
Km no Buch merit, and la poor and inaolrcnt. 
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"Wo have sliowu your lordships the eflects of Mr. Hastings’s 
governuient upon the country and its inhabitants ; and al- 
though I have before suggested to you some of its effects 
upon the army of the Company, I will now call your atten- 
tion to a few other observations on that subject. Your lord- 
ships \i'ill, in the first place, be pleased to attend to the char- 
'acter Avhich he gives of this army. You have heard what ho 
tells you of the state of the eountry in which it was station- 
ed, and of the terror which it struck into the inhabitants. 
Xhe appearance of an English soldier was enough to strike 
the country people with aflright and dismay. They every- 
where, he tells you, fled before them, and yet they are the 
officers of this very army who are brought here as ivitnesses 
to express the general satisfaction of the people of India. 
To be sure a man who never calls Englishmen to an account 
for any robbery or injury whatever, who acquits them, upon 
their good intentions, without any inquiry, wU in return for 
this indemnity have their good words. We are not surprised 
to find them coming with emulation to your bar, to declare 
him possessed of all virtues ; and that nobody has or can 
have a right to complain of him. But we, my lords, protest 
against these indemnities. We protest against their good 
wnrds. AYe protest against their testimonials ; and wc in- 
sist upon your lordships trying him, not upon what this or 
that officer says of his good conduct, but upon the proved 
result of the actions tried before you. AVithout ascribing, 
perhaps, much guilt to men who must naturally wish to fa- 
vour the person who covers their excesses, — who suffers their 
fortunes to be made, you Arill know wbat value to set upon 
their testimony. The Commons look on those testimonies 
with the greatest slight, and they consider as nothing all 
evidence given by persons who are interested in the very 
cause ; persons who derive their fortunes from the ruin of 
the very people of the country, and who have divided the 
tspoils with the man whom we accuse. Undoubtedly these 
officers wdl give him their good word. Undoubtedly the 
residents will give him their good word. Mr. Markham and 
Mr. Benn, and Mr. Eowke, if he had been called, — every ser- 
vant of the Company, except some few, will give him the 
same good word, every one of them ; because, my lords, they 
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bare mide tbeir forttmea mtder bim, nmt tbeir eoudact hu 
not been inquired mto. 


But to return to tbe obeerretionj we were mikmg open 


your bar iaeeo rtiecU, he woctid h»Te yon beliere, aroee 
horn the want of a c mntiUi tioiL Why, I agmn a»k, did be 
deatoOT the conttitution which be found eatahlubed there, 
or BufiCT it to be dettrojed f Bat he had actually eutbonied 
Ur hrartham to make a new, a regular, an oonitita- 


tion- Did Mr ITarkham make it f Na ; though ho profeaaed 
to do it, it nerer waa done , and ao &r Otan &re being any 
regular, able, efflotent ccmatitution, you tee there wai an ab- 
aolute and complete anarchy m tbe country Ibe natire m- 
hwbibiTitM, deprived of their anamt goTenundnt, were ao far 
from looking up to their now maatere for protection, that the 
moment they aaw the ftce of a aoldier or of a Bntuh penon 
in autbonty tbe^ fled m dmnay, and tbonght it more eligible 
to abandon their booaea to robbery than to remain axpoaed 
to the tyranny of a Brrt ab gurernor la thia what th^ call 
Bntiah domuiion P Will ^ron aanctian by your jadioial aa« 
thonty tranaactiona done m direct dnflaneo of your Icgialatiro 
aathontyP Are they »o mjonooaly mad ai to nppoae yoor 
lordihipw can be corrupted to betray in tout judioaJ capacity 
(the moft aacred of tbe two) what yon tare ordained m your 
leffialattre character P 


My lorda, I am next to remind you what thia man haa 
had the inaolenoe and andscity to atate at your bar **ln 
Cict,” taya he, *I can adduce very many gentlemen now in 
London to eanflnn my aaaertiona, that the countnee of Be> 
narea and Gauieporp were never withm the memory of Bag* 
liahmen ao well protected, ao peaceably gorerned, or more 
mdoatnouily cultrrated than at tbe preaent moment.” 

Tour lordahipa know that thia report of Mr Haatinga, 
which haa been read, waa made in the year 178 J Tour lori 


ibipa know that no atep waa taken, while 31r IlttatmM rc- 
mamed in lndu^ for the regulation and managoment of tho 
ooimtry If there waa, let it beabown. There waa no con* 
ftitution framed, nor any other mcana taken for tbe aottle* 
ment of the country, except the appomtmcnt of Ajlt Smg In 
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tlie ixjora of Durbedgy Sing, to reign like bim, and like him 
to be turned out. Mr. Hastings left India in Pebmory, 1785 ; 
be arrived here, as I believe, in June or July following. Our 
proceedincs against bim commenced in the sessions of 1786 ; 
and this defence was given, I believe, in the year 1787. Tet 
at that time, when ho could hardly have received any account 
from India, he was ready, be says, to produce the evidence 
(and no doubt might have done so) 'of many gentlemen whose 
depositions would have directly contradicted what he had 
himself deposed of the state in which he, so short a time be- 
fore, had left the country. Tour lordships cannot suppose 
that it could have recovered its prosperity within that time. 
AVe know you may destroy that in a day which wiU take up 
years to build. We know a tyrant can in a moment ruin 
and oppress, but you cannot restore the dead to life : you 
cannot in a moment restore fields to cultivation ; you cannot 
as you please make the people in a moment restore old or 
dig new wells ; and yet Mr. Hastings has dared to say to 
the Commons that he would produce persons to refute the 
account which we had fresh from himself. We will, however, 
undertake to show you that the direct contrary was the fact. 

I will first refer you to Mr, Barlow’s account of the state 
of trade. Tour lordships will there find a fuU exposure of 
the total falsehood of the prisoner’s assertions. Tou will find 
that Mr, Hastings himself had been obliged to give orders 
for the change of almost every one of the regulations he bad 
made ; your lordships may there see the madness and folly 
of tyranny attemptmg to regulate trade. In the printed 
minutes, page 2830, your lordships will see how completely 
Mr. Has^gs had ruined the trade of the country. You will 
find that, \^erever he pretended to redness the grievances 
which be had occasioned, he did not take care to have any one 
part of his pretended redress executed. When you consider, 
the anarchy in which he states the country through which he 
passed to have been, you may easily conceive that regulations 
for the protection of trade, without the means of enforcing 
them, must be nugatory. 

Mr. -Barlow was sent, in -the years 1786 and 1787, to ex- 
amine into the state of the country. He has stated the effect 
of all those regulations which Mr. Hastings has had the as- 
surance to represent here as prodigies of wisdom. At the 
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very time'Trhen onr chtrge in* brought to thu House fit {■ 
a remarkable peood, and we deaire your Wdahip* to adTert 
to it), at that tune — I do not know whether it wu not ol 
the rery aanie that we broiuht our charge to your bar— 
Mr Duncan wia tent W Lord (SwnwallM to frumme into the 
Btateoftbatpronnee. Now,tDTlarda,youhaTelJr Dnncan’a 
report before you, an^ou will judge whether or not, by any 
regulation which ilr djubnge had made, or whether, througn 
eajr meane used by him, that country had recorered, or waa 
recoremig Your lordahipa will there find other proofi of 
the audaaoua ialaehood of hia repre ae ntatimi^ that all which 
he had done had operated on minda of the inhabitant! 
Tory greatly in faronr of BntiBh mtegntr and good gorenv 
inent. Mr Duncan'a report wffl not only enaue you to de> 
cade upon what he haa rad himteU^ it wlU likewiae enable 
you to Judge of the credit whuh ia due to the gentlemen 
now m London, whom he can produce to conAnn hla tBCr> 
tiona, that the coantry of Benarea and Gaueepere were oerer, 
within the memory of S h g t ieh ip c ai , ao wuu protected ana 
eiiltrrated aa at the preaent moment^ 

therefare, of a Rteech Anm me, tod ahaQ hear 
what the country aayi itaeli by the re port cn the last oom- 
miBcaner who wai sent to examine ft by Xiord Corowmlba. 
The perfect excdibihty of hia teatimony Itr Hartinga haa 
cstabnihed out of liord OomwaHia’i mouth | who. being 
aaked the character of Mr Janathan Dunetn, haa declared 
that there u nothing ho can report of the state of the eoun- 
try to whidi you ought not to giTe credit. Tour lordahipa 
will now see how deep the wounds are which tyran ny and 
arbitiaiy power most make in a country where their exist* 
cnce is audered} tind you will be pleased to obserro that 
this atatement wai made at a time when Mr 
amuaing ua with ibs account of Benares. ' 

£xir^ei iio pivct*it*p of /4a rmient tt JSasaras, undrr 
doit /la 16/1 Ftinmy, 1788, a/ /la perjwuuA gf Oitmi 
Dekwuikj ^ , prinUd auNv/as^ ^0 


“ Tun resident, hanng amred in this pcrgtmnah of Qurrah 
Dohmah from that of Mohommedabad, fa rery loi rr to ob> 
terre that it secmi about ono-third at least ancnltmted. 
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complete state of cultivation ; and Tobarck . Hossaine, Ins 
aumeen, aumil, or agent, professes liia confidence of the same 
happy eflEects, saying that he has already brought a great 
proportion of the land tliat lay fallow when he came into 
the pergunnah, in the beginning of the j^ear, into cultivation ; 
and that it being equally the Eajah’s dnections, and his own 
■SNish, he does not doubt of being successful in regard to the 
remaining part of the waste land.” 

Report, dated the of February, at the pergunnah of 

Rulledh. 

“ The resident, having come yesterday into this pergunnah 
from that of Q-urrah Dehmah, fiends its appearance much su- 
perior to that pergunnah in point of cultivation ; yet it is on 
the decline so far that its collectable jumma will not be so 
much this year as it was last ; notwithstanding all the efforts 
of Eeazel Husn, the agent of Khulb Ali Khan, who. has 
farmed this pergunnah upon a three years’ lease (of which 
the present is the last), during which his, that is, the head 
farmer’s, management cannot be applauded, as the funds of 
the pergunnah are very considerably declined in his hands ; 
indeed Eeazel Husn declares that this year there was little 
or no khereof, or first harvest, in the pergunnah ; and that 
it has been merely by the greatest exertions that he has pre- 
vailed on the ryots to cultivate the rubby crop which is now 
on the ground, and seems plentiful.” 

Report dated the 2Qih of February, at the pergunnah of 

Khereed. 

“ The resident, having this day come into the pergunnah 
of Khereed, finds that part of it laying betif^een the frontiers 
of BuUeah, the present station, and Bansdeah (which is one 
of the tuppahs or subdivisions of Khereed) exceedingly 
wasted and uncultivated. The said tuppah is subfarmed by 
Gobind Bam, from Kulub Ali Bey, and Gobind Bam has 
again under-rented.it to the zeminoEtrs.” 

Report dated the 2Zrd February, at the pergunnah of 
Sehunderpoor. 

“ The resident is set out for Sekunderpoor, and is sony to 
observe that for about six or seven coss that he had further 
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to puB ttroi45ti the pergramah of Kerwb#, tbe whole 
peered one contitined wa*to aa far aa too ot 6 wrold readi on 
both aides of the road. The pergnmiah Bekunderpoor, begii>* 
ning abcfot a com before he leached the Tillage, an old lort 
of fliat name, appeared to a little more adranta^ but eren 
here the crops seem ler^ scanty, the ground more thag 
half fallow” 


Sstrect qf ike ptvetddmp qf tie rteidant at Stnaret, itnief 

date tke JWrwarjr, at tie peiywatai qf Behmder^oor 

“Thj resideiU now lesres Sekunderpoor to proceed to 
Kurgnrah, the bead cotchenj of the pergnmiah He a 
lorry to obserre that durmg the whole ■wej between tbeeo 
two p l aces, which are at the distance of la co^ or twelre 
mflee fhmi each other, not shore twen^ fleldi of enltirsted 
ground are to be seen, all the rest bcang, as fiir as the e^e 
can reach, eioept just m the Twmity of Nuggeha, erne genend 
wute of Loog g^waSy with here and there aoae straggling 
ion^r trees. This fsllmg off in ths culttmtion is nid to 
bare happened in the course of but a &w jeers, that u, smee 
the late i^]^ah's expulsion. 

Tour lordships will obsarre the date of the rum of this 
country is the expulsion of Obeot Bing 

Sstract qf tie pyeeedin^ lie rendent at Senaret, mder 
. date tie 27tk xtoraary, at tkeperyumnai qf Se t uMderpoor 

** Tm resident meant to hare proceeded from this place to 
OoMUuahad, but understanding wt the riUige of Cessenda, 
the capital of the pmpinnah of SoskneBBor, is situated at 
three ctoss distance, and that manr Bhardany collections are 
there exacted, th^ setnindars and ryots being, it seems, all 
one body of Bajepooti, who efiect to bold themselTEi in 
some sort mdependent of the Bajah's poremment, paying 
only a tnohurrery or fixed Jumma (which it may be ■up' 
poeed is not orer-rated), and managing tbeir interior cot> 
cems as they think fit , the resident Uunight it proper on 
this report to doriate a little from bis intended route, by 
proceeding this day to Bess ends, where ho accordingly ar* 
nred in the afternoon j and the remaining part of the coun* 
try near the road through Sekunderpoor, Knggurhs to 
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Seundali appearing nearly equally waste wit^ tLe former part, 
as already noticed in the proceedings of the 26th instant. 

“ The "Rajah is therefore desired to appoint a person to 
bring those waste lands into cultivation, in like manner as he 
has done in Khereed, with this ditferenco or addition in his 
instructions, that ho subjoin in those to the Aband Kar, or 
manager of the recultivation of Sekunderpoor, the rates at 
which he is authorized to grant pottabs for the various kinds 
of land : and it is recommended to him to make these rates 
even somewhat lower than he may himself think strictly 
conformable to justice, reporting the particulars to the resi* 
dent. 

“ The Eajah is also desired to prepare and transmit a table 
of similar rates to the Aband Kar, of pergunnah Khereed. 

• “ (Signed) Jon” Dtjnoan, 

“Benares, “Besident.” 

“ the 12th September, 1788.” 

Here your lordships find, in spite of Mr. Hastings himself, 
-in spite of all the testimonies which he has called, and of 
all the other testimonies which he would have called, that 
his omi accoimt of the matter is confirmed against his own 
pretended e\ddence ; you find his own written account con- 
firmed in a manner not to be doubted ; and the only difier- 
ence between his account and this is, that the people did not 
fly from ]\Ir. Duncan when he approached as they fled from 
Mr. Hastings. They did not feel any of that terror at the 
approach of a person from the beneficent government of 
Lord Cornwallis with which they had been entirely filled at 
the appearance of the prisoner at your bar. Drom him they 
fled m dismay. They fled from his very presence as from a 
consuming pestilence, as from something far worse than 
drought and famine ; they fled from him as a cruel, corrupt, 
and arbitrary governor, which is worse than any other CAdl 
that ever afflicted mankind. 

You see, my lords, in what manner the cormtry has been 
wasted and destroyed ; and you have seen by the date of 
these measures that they have happened within a few years, 
namely, since the expulsion of Bajah Cheit Sing. There be- 
gins the era of calamity. Ask yourselves then whetheb you 
will or can countenance the acts which led directly and no- 
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ceacarilj to fucli oosicgTiencei. Tour lordsblm ^rill totrlt 
'wLot it ii to oppxeei cm expel a ehenihed in^dual from 
hU gOTcmiiKmV end fineBj to tobTert it Kotbis^ rtanda 
■iter him : down go oil oraer and eotbontT mih h&j mm 
end desolation Cdl upon the conntrT^ ; the fields ere unenlti* 
reted. the well* ere irtod up The people, ■sye Mr Duncan, 
promleod mdoed, aome time or other, under eome other go* 
Tomment, to do eomething ©ley will igaia enltirato the 
lands K-faen they ecu get fin aeeunnce of eecunty Hy lords, 
judgtv ^ P™T wnether the House of Oommons, vhen 
they had reed the account which Mr Hastings has hlmeelf 
given of the dreedfhl consequence* of his proeeedingB, when 
they had read the account* gir*n by Hr Dancan,of annucul* 
breted countir as fu as tM eye could reacb, would not have 
■hown themewrei unworthy to repreeent not only the Cfom- 
mons of Great Britain, but the meeneet villige in it, if they 
had not brought this great cniimnal beioTe you, a^ caDra 
upon your IwushiM to punish him. This ruined countir, ila 
dwli^ fields, and he undone inhabitants, aQ call aloud for 
British jnstiee, all coll for rengeanee upon the head of this 
execrable eriminal. 

Oh I but wo ought to be tender towards bis persons] eba* 
ractor t extremely cantious in our speech | we ought not to 
lot inApna tion loose. Mr lords, we do lei our mdjgnation 
loose. We cannot bear with patience this aflUcthm of man* 
Vind. "Wo will noitber abate our ener^, relax in our feel- 
ings, nor m tbo ex p r oesions which those feeHnn dictate, 
biothmg bat corrupban like hb own oonld enable man 
to see such a teens of desolation and ruin unmored. w* feel 
pity for the wcffks of God and man, wefoel horror for the do 
Dasemont of humap nature, and fcchng thus, wo give a looae 
to our indignation, and call iqson your lordships for justice 

Strange as it may appear to tout lordships, tbero romalns 
to be stated an ag^vatlou of his trunet and of his Tictims’ 
luiseiy ■Wouldyoucouaidcr it possiblivn^lords, that them 
could bo an aegnTatioo of sueh a ease as yon hare beard f 
AVonld you thl^ it poolblo for a people to tuifer more than 
tbo inhabitants of Benares hare tmTercd, from the noble 
possessor of tho splendid mansion down to the miserable ten- 
ants of the eoUage and tho but t Tes, then is a state of 
misery,* state of dcgradat{an.]hr bo nw all that you have yet 
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Iienrd. It is, my lords, that these miserable people should 
come to your lordships’ bar, and declare that they have 
uever felt one of those ^ievances of which they complain 
that not one of those petitions with which they pursued Mr, 
Hostings had a word of truth in it ; that they felt nothing 
imder hie government but ease, tranquillily, joy, and happi 
ness ; that every day during his government was a festival, 
and every night an illumination and rejoicing. The addresses 
which contain these expressions of satisfaction have been pro- 
duced at your bar, and have been read to your lordships. 
You must have heard with disgust, at least, these flowers of 
oriental rhetoric, penned at ease by dirty hireling moonshees 
at Calcutta, who make these people put their seals, not to 
declarations of their ruin, but to expressions of their satis- 
faction. You have heard what he himself says of the coun- 
try ; you have heard what Mr. Duncan says of it ; you have 
heard the cries of the country itself calling for justice upon 
him ; and now, my lords, hear what he has made these peo- 
ple say. “We have heard that the gentlemen in England 
are displeased with !Mr. Hastings, on suspicion that he op- 
pressed us, the inhabitants of this place ; — took our money 
by deceit and force, and ruined tlie country.” They then 
declare solemnly before G-od, according to their difierent re- 
ligions, that Mr. Hastings “ distributed protection and secu- 
rity to religion, and kindness and peace to all. He is free ” 
(say they) “ from the charge of embezzlement and fraud, 
and his heart is void of covetousness and avidity. During 
the period of his government, no' one ever experienced from 
him other than protection and justice, never having felt 
hardships from him ; nor did the poor ever know the weight 
of an oppressive hand from him. Our characters and repu- 
tation have been always guarded in quiet from attack, by the 
vigilance of his prudence and foresight, and by the terror of 
his justice.” 

IJpon my word, my lords, the paragraphs are delightful. 
Observe, in this translation from the Persian there is all the 
fluency of an English paragraph well preserved. AH I can 
say is, that these people of Benares feel their joy, comfort, and 
satisfaction in swearing to the falseness of Mr. Hastings’s 
representation against himself. In spite of his own testimony, 
they say, “ aecured happiness and joy to. us. He r©« 
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etUlilulied tlie fcrondaticiii of jttftice ) cod 'wo at all time* 
during Id* goremmeut Hred m comfort and W**ed our day* 
in pcacck” Hjo *11*10© of England and of the EnghabgtrrenH 
ment ts hero put upon your loidihip*’ record*. Here yon 
hare, just foDcnnng ttat afflicting repo rt of Mr Duncan’*, 
and toat account of Mr Haahim* hmi«el4 m whicb he tard 
the inhabitant* fled before hu iace, the addres«e« of tbeae 
mjaerable people He dare* to impoM upon yonr eyenght— 
upon your eonunon * 011 * 0 — upon the plam fiundtie* of man- 
kind. He dare*, in contradieticm to all hu oini a wertl ana, 
to make the»e people come forward and awear that they 
hare enjoyed notnmg but complete sahtlactron and pleasure 
during the wbcde tiTrw of hi* g o renimept. 

My lord*, I hare done with thia busme**, for I hare now 
readied the clrmwt of degradation and inffenng, after monng 
*tep atro through this sereral atage* of tjmmr and op- 
prewocL I hare done with it, and bare only to aaV; in what 
connt^ do wo lire, where »och a leene can by any po**4- 
bility oe offered to the pnbb«m{ 

12 * here, my lord*^ make a pause — ^Yon hare seen 
vbat WE* Under it* nalm goier nm ent. Ton hare 

seen the eoadihoa in which it wa* left by Cbeit Siug, and 
you hare teen the rtata m wlorti Mr Hastily loft lU The 
rankling wound* wturti be ha* inflicted upon the conntrr, 
and the deg rail a taro to which the infaabifamta hare beim tuh- 
Jected, bare been •bown to your knd*hip*. Too bare now 
to consider, whether oe not you will fortify with your *anc- 
tton any of the detcftahle pnnaple* upon which tbe prtsoncr 
justiBea his enmnutK*. 

My lord*, we ibaH next com© to another dependent pm- 
rince, when I "batn {[iQstTate to your kedihip* still fhriher 
the efleet* of 3Ir Hasting*’* pnnople*. I aDoda to the 
pronnee of Oode ; a co un t r y which, iwfore our acquaintance 
with it, wai in the *ame osppy and flouriahing condition 
with Benare*, and whicb date* it* ponod of oeclina and 
nnseiT from the tune of one mtermMdling with ih The 
HaboD of Oode was reduced, a* Cbcit Sing wa», to bo a de- 
pendant oc the CompanT, aod to ho a errater dependant 
than Cheat Bing, because it wa* ro m ed in Cheit Bmp a 
WTcemeut that we *bwald not foterfere In hi* gormiment 
We nrterfaed in ct e iy part of the ^abrli’s goremmcEt 
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^'rc rt'duccd his mitlmrit y toiiolliing; wo introiluccd ft per- 
fect scene of nnarchv and confusion it»(o tlie country, where 
there was no nuthorltr hut to roh nnd dt‘stro\% 

I have not stronpth at prv'sent to nroceci! ; hut 1 hone T 
Ehall soon be enabled to do so. Your Jonlships oiuiot, I ntn 
sure, calculate fmm your own youth atid slrenjjth;^ for I 
have done the best 1 can, and find myself incapable just at 
this nion\cnt of going any further. 

[i\dj(nimed.3 


TRIAL. 

THURSDAY, ftru JU.NK, ITPt. . 


rounm day or nr.ei.r. 

(M«. BtJRKE.) 

My Lonns, — YHicn I last had the honour of addressing 
your lordships from this jdacc, iny want of strength obliged 
me to conclude where Ibe patience of a people, and the pros- 
perity of a country subjected by soloinn treaties to llritiBh 
government, had concluded. AVo have left behind na the in- 
habitants of Benares, after having seen them driven into re- 
bellion by tjTanuy and oppression, and their country dc.solaf ed 
by our misrule. Your lordships, I am sure, have bad tlio 
map of India' before you, and know that the country bo dc- 
etroyed and bo desolated was about onc^Cfth of the size of 
'England and Wales in geographical extent, and equal in 
population to about a fourth. TJpon this scale you will judge 
of the mischief which has been done. 

My lords, wo are now come to another devoted prorinco : 
we march from desolation to desolation ; because wo follow 
the steps of Warren Hastings, Esq., Governor-General o 
Bengal. You will here find the range of his afrocities^ e y 
extended. But before I enter into a detail of , 
one reflection to malce, which I beseech It 

bear in mind throughout the whole of this deliber 
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i* this ( Ttm on^t neror to conclade that a mnn most D«ces* 
mrily b« olmoxKnii, because be is in other respects msigni* 
flcnnt. You irill see that a msu bred in obscure, Tuigar, and 
ignoble occupations, and trained in sordid, bas^ mer- 
centry habitL is not inespable of domg extensire miscblel 
becauM beiilittifi,and beouise his rices are ofa mean nature. 
My lords, we hare shorn to jca already, and we ■bul) de- 
monstrate to yon more clearly in fntor^ that snob ndnds 
placed m authontv can do idoto mischief to a country, can 
treat sH ranks and distmotums with more pnde, mtolence, 
end arrogance, than those who hare been bom nnd» canopies 
of state and swaddled in purple t you wdl see that they cou 
waste a oountiy more eSeotuuly tho proudest snd most 
mighty oonquerors, who by iM greatness of their milifairy 
talents hare first subdued and aflmwarda plundered nations. 

The prisoner's eoimsel bare thoc^t proper to entertxin 
your Icvdsbipa, and to defend their oEent, by comparing bun 
with the men who are said to hare erected a pymmid of mne^ 
thousand human beads. Kow, look back, my lords, to Be- 
nares] ooQsdar tbs extentofeoontry laid wssteasd desolate^ 
and its immense population, and then see whether funine 
may not destroy as wWl as the sword j and whether this nun 
IS not as well entitled to a«ct his pyramid of ninety thou- 
sand heads as any temfio ^^rant a the Bast. 'We follow 
him now to another theatre, the tendtones of the Kabob of 
Oude. 

My lords, Oude fk^ether with tho additions made to it 
by Sqjah IDowlsh), m point of geogiapbical extent, is about 
the sixa of Bngland. Sc^h Dowish, who possessed this coun- 
try as Nabob, was a pnnoo of a bsunbty character i ferocious 
in a high deoree towards hts enenima, and towards all those 
who reaifted his wiQ. He was magn^cent in his expenses, 
yet econo tnienl with rogard to his resources i malntslning bis 
court in a pomp and splendour which u perhaps tmknorrato 
the Bonreigus of Europe. At the tame time be was such id 
economist, from an mconsiderablo rerenne, at tbe begin- 
ning of hii reign, he was annuaUr enabled to make gmit 
sai^igt. He thus preterrod, towards the end of it, his people 
in peace, tranquillity, and order; and though be was an arol- 
trary prince, he nerer strained hta rerenuo to such a degree 
as to Icee th^ afflections, whDe be filled tus exchequer. 
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Such appears to have heen the true character of Sujah Dow- 
lah ; your lordships have heard -what is the character which 
the prisoner at your bar and his counsel have thought proper 
to give you of him. 

Surely, my lords, the situation of the great, as well as of the ' 
lower, ranks in that country must be a subject of melancholy 
Teflection to every man. Your lordships’ compassion \vill, I 
presume, lead you to feel for the. lowest ; and I hope that 
your sympathetic dignity will malce you consider in what 
manner the princes of this country are treated. They have 
not only been treated at your lordships’ bar with indignity 
by the prisoner, but his counsel do ncrt leave their ancestors 
to rest quietly in their graves. They have slandered their 
families, and have gone mto scandalous history, that has no 
foundation in facts whatever. 

Tour lordships have seen how he attempted to slander the 
ancestors of Cheit Sing, to deny that they were zemindars ; 
and yet he must have known from printed books, taken from 
the Company’s records, the utter falsity of his declaration. 
You need only look into Mr. Verelst’s Appendix, and there 
you will see that that country has always been called the. 
zemindary of Bulwant Sing. You will find him always 
called the zemindar ; it was the kno^vn acknowledged name,' 
till this gentlemen thought proper at the bar of the House of 
Commons to deny that he was a zemindar, and to assert that 
he was only an aumil. He slanders the pedigree of this 
man as mean and base, yet he was not ashamed to take from 
him £23,000 ; in like manner he takes from Azoph ul Dow- 
lah £100,000, which he would have appropriated to himself, 
and then directs his counsel to rake up the slander of Dow's 
History, a book of no authority, a book that no man values 
in any respect or degree. In this book they find that roman^ 
tic, absurd, and ridiculous story, upon which an honourable 
fellow-manager of mine, who is much more capable than I 
am of doing justice to the subject, has commented -with his 
■usual abiliiy ; I allude to that story of spitting on the beard ; 
the mutual compact to poison one another. That Arabian 
tale, fit only to form a ridiculous tragedy, has been g^yely^ 
mentioned to your lordships, for the purpose of slandering 
the pedigree of this vizier of Oude, and making him vne 
in your lordships’ eyes. My honourable friend exposed to 
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yon th® abtnrdity of tbe *0 rtomaLbiit he hu not aliown you 
the mtiwe of tiair propagator®. The pnsoner and Im coun- 
r 1 hate referred to Ikm^a Hiato^, -who ealU thaa Nabob 
“the more infhmona aon of an miracraa Peraian pedlar” 
They •wiah that ytmr lordalnpa abonld pounder ai a per- 
»on rilelj bom, ignominkuudr educated, and prachamg a 
roean tra^ ; m oiScr that, irtan it ahall be prored t>mt he 
and Mi fkindy were treated oTth erery irmri of indigiuty 
and oonteropt by the priaoner at yocr bar, the Byinp^y of 
mankind ibonld be weened. CoMidor, my Icmla, the mon* 
atroui perfidy and mgrafatudo of thia man, who, af^ rec^* 
ing greet fiiTotm from the Nabob, u not sabafied mtb opp i eii 
ing ma offlprmg, hat goo baek to bia anceateva, tean them 
out of their omToa, aim Tfliliea them inth tlandetona oaper- 
•lona. My lorda, the ancestor of 8i^ah Dcrrlah Tms a great 
prmcej wtamly a lobordmeto pnnce,becanAe ho naa a aer* 
rant of the Great 3Iognl, who rra* veil called Engof 
King!, for be had in hia eemce pereone of high degree, ^e 
VBf bom in Fonui ^ but wm o<^ ae xa falaely aoid, ti« wort 
{j^/kmoutton ^frtumft^Ur Toorlord^pa 

are not anaearumted vitb the itate and hutory of I&dta, 
xm therefore kn<nr that Peraiahaabesm tbenurflory of all the 
Mahcrmedanoobdity of Indiai almoat etenth^ m that coon* 
tiy rphich la not of Gentoo origin ia of Pertian j bo much lo 
tliat the Fentan langooge fa the language of the oourt, and of 

S ofiiee from the hmheat to the lorreat. Among tbeae 
Peraiana, the family of the Nabob itanda ia the high- 
eat degree. Hie fritfaer*a anreatora mere of noble deacent, luid 
tboae of hia mother, Manny Begmn, moro eminently and 
omra fllaatrfoafly Ihi diatmgUJthed fcmOy, on no 
better anthon^ than that of the hiatonftn Ikrr, hai boon 
alandered by tile priacmer at yemr bar, in order to dettroy the 
character oi thoao whom bo had already robbed of their mb- 
atanee. Tour lordafaipa mil bare obaerred ^ith diaguat, how 
the Bom and the Hastuigwe, and the vhole of t£it tribe, 
treat their aupenora | in irbat intolent language they apeak of 
them, MAi. \nth what pride and Indignity they trample upon 
the first and the firat eharaeten in that deroted coun* 

try. 

flot inpPoaiDg it perfed^ true that thk man waa “the 
sure inlamouj ton cJ an infrmoia Pertian pedlort” be had 
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getlier in inToluntaiy instnuMnt end ol^lifod to oxwnls 
ereiT eril which that lyitetn coatmnei OSi la the low of 
condoefc your lordiidpi are edled to dedde npon. And I 
mnit here iffiiii reimnd yon that wo are at an aaoo of law. 
Hr Saatmga baa aTowed a certain tot of pnnciplaa opo^ 
which bo acta j and your lordahlpa are therefore to judge 
wbother hia acta are juatifiahle^ boctnzso ho found os oril 
ayitem to act upon , or whother he and all goremort upon 
earth hare not a general good ajatam apon wnidi they ou^t 
to act. 


33>© priMCMT tella yoD,iDyjord^iia±it waamconaeqnenco 
of tiua eril lyatam, that the Nabob, ftom bong a powerfiil 
prmoo, became redoced to a wretobed dependant on ^ 
tknnpany, and anbyeot to all the otIIb of that degraded atate t 
— luinect to extornon, to iodigmty, to oppieaaum. AH iheae 
yoor fordahipe are called npon to aanotion i and became they 
may be ooimected with an extBbng lyatem, yon axe to dedaie 
them to be an allowable pert of a ow for the gorenunent of 

'RFitT^h Tn<^f_ 

In the yesr 1776, that powerfol, magrufieeat, and Hhutnona 
pnnee, Sojah Dowlah, died in pciftwcn of the ooantry of 
Onda. Ho had long goromed a nappy and contented ceqilo y 
and if we except tm portion of tynmny which we a^it be 
reaHr did exeroae tcArardi eome few indiriduala who reaut- 
ed hla power^ be waa a wiee and benefleont noremor Qlla 
pnnee di ed m the imdft of hia power and fortune, leanng 
eomewhare aboirt fbnrtcoce chfldmn Tcrar lordahipa know 
t}i*t the princea of the Eaat hare a great iramber of wiref j 
and we know that tbeee women, tb^b reputed of a eecon* 
dary rank, are yet of oreiy hlgb aeane, and nonourablr mam- 
tained aoeordmg to the ouatoms of the Heat. 5[^b Howlah 
but one lawlbl wife t be had by her bot one lairful child, 
Axoph ul Howlah. Ho had about twenty-one male chOdreni 
the eldeat of whom waa a petaon whom you bare heard of 
reiy often in theae proccc<ung«, called Saadit All Aaoph nl 
Hoirlah, bdng the aole aon, had all the pretenaiaaa 

to Bnceeed hia father aa aahtdar of Oude, wbxb could belong 
to any perwm under the ITogoI OTTcmmcot 

Tour kmiaWpi will dtattagmah between a remiadar, who 
it a perpetual &idbolder, the beredita^ propnofor of an 
wtate,— -and a tubudar, who daoTCi from hia maater'a wCl and 
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pleasure all bis employments, and who, instead of barjig the 
jaghirdars subject to hia supposed arbitrary will, is bunsell a 
subject, and must have his sovereign’s patent for bis place. 
Therefore, strictly and properly speaking, there is no succes- 
eion ill the oflS^ce of Bubadar- At this time the Company, 
who alone could obtain the sunnuds or patent from the Grreat 
Mogul, upon account of the power they possessed in India, 
thought, and thought rightly, that with an officer who had 
no hereditary power there could be no hereditary engage- 
ments ; and that in their treaty vdth Azoph ul Dowlah, tor 
wliom they had procured the sunnud from the Great Mogul,^ 
they were at liberty to propose their own terms, which, if 
honourable and mutually advantageous to the new subadar 
and to the Company, they had a right to insist upon. A. treaty 
was therefore concluded between the Company and Azoph ul 
Dowlah, jn which the latter stipulated to pay a fixed Buhsidy 
for the maintenance of a certain number of troops ; by which 
the Company’s finances were neatly relieved and their mili- 
tarj' strength greatly increased. 

Tins treaty did not contain one word which could justify 
any interference in the Nabob’s government. That e^ sys- 
tem, ns Mr. Hastings calls it, is not even mentioned or alluded 
to ; nor is there, 1 again say, one word which authorized 
AVarren Hastings, or any other person whatever, to interfere 
m the interior affairs of bis country. He was legally con- 
stituted nccroy of Oude. His dignity of vizier of the em- 
pire, inth nU the power which that office gave him, derived 
from and held uncier the "Mogul government, he legally pos- 
Fossed *, and this cvdl system, which, Mr. Hastings says, led 
him to commit the enormities of which you shall hear "by 
and hy, nna neither more nor less than, what I have now 
stated. 

But, my lords, the prisoner thinks that when, under any 
pretence, any sort of means could bo furnished of interfering 
m the government of the country, ho has a right to avau 
himself of them ; to use them nthis pleasure ; and to govern 
by his own arbitrary will. The vizier, he says, by this 
treaty wo? reduced to a stale of vassalage ; and ho makes 
t.n'« curious distinction in proof of it. It was, ho says, an 
Optional v.wsTdngc, for if he choso to get rid of o jr troops, 
he might do so and he free ; if ho had mit a mind to do that^ 
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i). redUnrv power tbero could l)e m lieredit^ Tri’L 
,..Ui ; nndi in tlicir treaty 'vitli -A-Zoph 
v.lio’.o tlicv liad procured the Bunnud from the Q-reat 
llcv vcrv’nt liberty to propose their own terms, which, ii 
lif-n'turablo and mutually auvantageoua to the new subadar 
to i {A the Company, they had a right to insist upon. A treaty 
V ilimfore concluded between the Company and Azoph ul 
D„v,l:.h, in which the latter stipulated to pay a fixed snbsidY 
f-T the luaintcnancc of a certain number of troops ; by which 
tit CompauN'f finances were neatly relieved and their mili- 
Urv iln'iiglli greatly increased. 

Ihin treaty did not contain one word which could justify 
I *• r iotrrfi'n'nco in tlic Is^aboh’s government. That em sys- 
t Mr. IFftstings calls it, is not even mentioned or alluded 
t t;T is there,! again say, one word which authorized 
trrvU Ilfiilings, or any other person whatever, to interfere 
.’! t '■ interior nlTairs of his country. He was legally con* 
f Hi!. .. tierroY of Oude. Hia digmty of vizier of the em- 
V. vn I nil the power which that office gave him, derived 
. i Jr d held under the Mogul government, he legally pos* 
f-'id this mA Bvatem, which, Mr. Hastings saysfled 
^ o wmimt the enormities of which you shall hear bv 
‘ neither more nor less than. what I have now 

P"™" ftat when, imdw anv 

' ' tW '’;t ““hy.'io a rigtt to S 
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and fijond a be nef i t in it, tiion ho 'wm a TnmL Bat there U 
notWM koi trne. Here u a penon tHo keepe a iubaidiaiy 
bodj cf joar troopa, -which ho U to poj for jtm. and m con- 
aeqroonce of thia Mr Haatmga momtama that he becomea a 
raattL I ahail not dtapote whetbw Taaaalfl^ la optional, or 
bj force, or m what way M> Haatmea conenered tint pnneo 
ea a Tasaal of the Compai^. Ijet it bo at ho pleated. I 
cmij think it neceeaaiy that ycrar lordahipa ahcnild truly know 
the actual atate of that oountiT. and the g round npon which 
Mr Haatmga atood. Tour lordship* will find it a fiuiy land, 
in which there la a perpetual maaquerade, where no one thing 
eppeara oa it really u, where the peraon who aeema to hare 
the authonty b a uare, while the perton who aeema to ho the 
alare has the autbonty In that tmbiguona goreminent ere i y* 
thing &Touni frond j eTerythni^ CaToun peculation | erery- 
thing faTOttn nolence , erctything frnmrt conewdment.* Ton 
will, therefore, permit me to ahow to you what were the 
pmuapleenMnwhi^ Mr Haistnigi sppeon, according to the 
endenee Imore yon, to hare acted , what the state of the 
eonntiT was. according to hb eodcepticma of it ( and then 
you wiU aee bow he applied those prmciplM to that ataite 
“Ibe meant by which otnr goronunent acgnlred this In* 
fluence," aayi Mr Haitlngt, ** and rta nght to eierdae it, wiH 
require a prenona eiplanaSion,*' Ho then proceeds, ** ‘With 
Ha death ^oiah Howiah'a) a new political ayat^ com* 
menced, and Mr Bnstow was conatituted the iiitnuncnt of 
its formabon, and the trustee for the management of lb Tbo 
Kabob Axoph ul DowWi was deprired of a large part of hb 
inheritance , I moan the pronneo of Benares, attached by o 
Tery feeble and precanoua tenure to our dominkmti tbo 
army fixed to a permanent atafaim maTtmotolme of bta fron- 
tier, wrth an augmented and perpetual aubtidT. A new army, 
nmpblbkmaljr comnoaed of troopo In hb terrlee and pay, com- 
manded by Englbn offioera of our own nomination, ibr the 
defence of hit new conqaetti, and hb own natural troop* 
annihilated, or aliettated ^ the inaufEciency of hb rerenue 
for all bit miburaementa , and the prior claim* of tbo*e which 
our Buthontr or influenee commanded > m a word, he became 
n raisal the gorernment, hut he still poweoed an oateuri* 
ble aoTcrelgnty. ^ titular rank of riiier of the empire 
rendered l^ni a conajoanoui rbject of new to all tbo states 
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and chiefs of India; and on the moderation and justice vrith 
Tvhich the British government in Bengal exercised its influ- 
ence over him, many points most essential to its political 
strength and to the honour of the Britisli name depended.” 

Your lordships see, that tlic system which is supposed to 
have reduced hun to vassalage did not nmlce, ns he contends, 
a violent exercise of our power necessary or proper ; hut pos’ 
essing, as the Nabob did, tlint high nominal dignitv, and 
being in that state of vassalage, ns :\Ir. Hastings thought 
proper to term it, though there is no vassalage mentioned in 
the tr^ty ; being, I say, in that situation of honoiir, credit 
and character, sovereign of a country as largo ns En^and’ 
pel^g an immense revenue, and flourishing in trade” cer- 
My our honour depended upon the use we made of that 
influence which our power gave us over him ; and wo therc- 
^re press it upon your lordship.-?, that the conduct of Mr 
Ha^nga was such as dishonoured this nation. 

bvSSCd nnJ content myself with nflirming, that 

Pblic obsen-ance of every principle of 

mss“ it^S tlirough a virtual sub- 

DeS. itn " of llindo-stan and 

were it uractirnhlo ud\-ise such a design, 

I veiy much fear ut this time it certainly is not, and 

fcs as might formation of such equal 

conduce to its imnr - present condition, and 

Mountable biecome liable to almost insur- 

the support of miM power in India must wish for 

connexion. 

of JafiiPT. deprivation of the 

necessity the uroc *■ though an eifect of inevitable 
^allar Jau in^ftfo usurpations of tbo rights of the Nabob 
tbetr^ty 6X1(117,10.1, and the licentious violations of 

^f^owlah thmiA ^^'^®®^!|'^®f^empanyandtbe Nabob Nh'zoui 

government remedial interposition o 

effects of our terrible precedents against us ; 

^^yiavariableTtud/- - ' 

lordships will ren 


^onrlordR],i-r,r“ prevent it.” , , 

^ remember that the counsel at 
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taid, tliftt tli*7 cndertoolc tii© defance of ‘Warren 
ingi, not in cffder to defend hnn, but to roecoa tbe Britiib 
obaxiurter from the impntationa irUeb hare been lind upon it 
hr tbe Oommont of Greet Bntam. Tb^ haTe rudCtbet 
the Common* of Great Bntam haro Blandcred their cnuntij^ 
end bare miiiupieeanted it* ohancter | on the eoiv> 

tnryf the •errant* of the Oompaira bare tnatamed and main* 
tslnM the dignity of the Eoglati character, hare kept it> 
pnblio fitith innolate, pieaei red the pe^la from OTpremon, 
re cane Sed eretj goremment to it m India, and ure made 
erer/ peraon nnd!^ it profperona and bappr 

blj lorda, jon see what thi* man aej* mrnaeU^ when en* 
dearouring to prore hii aim hmocenc^i. Inateedof proringlt 
the allied b/ ha connael, he declarea that, pre> 
temng good faith, jon might hare ccaignered India, the 
moat glanont oonqn^ that waa erer made m the world j 
that cm the people want our aaaiatanee, but dread our connex- 
ion. 'Wb j P Booanee our whole copdact ha* been one per- 
petual time of perfldj and breaoh of huth with ereiT penon 
who ha* been m alUance with xtMj in anj mode wWerrr; 
here i* the man brntrif who aa^ it Can we bear that this 
man ihonld now stand on m this place a* the asserfor of the 
honour of the Bntiah naaon ogan^ na, who ebaree thia dis- 
honour to hare ftOen upon na hj him, throogh him, and 
donng hi* goremmentP 

Bos all uie mnchiof, be goea on to aaaert, was m the pro- 
nona S 7 vtem,in the format^ of which be noibarei the 

of 1775, whan the llr»t trea^ with the Kabob waa 
TTiadw. «* Xhat ajftem," aaji he, " i* not mine it was made 
hj General Olarenng O^ooed Monaco, and Ifr Franda.** 
Bo it waa, my loc^ It did them rery great honour j and I 
bdlere it erer will do them hoQoax,in the eye* of the Britiah 
Ti stimi, that they took an opportunity, without the riolatlon 
of faitbj witho^ the breach of any one treaty, and without 
injury to any peraon, to do great and eminent ac mcci to the 
Company \ biu Hastings diadaima it, uimccettarilr dit- 
for no one ehairoa him with It What wo diarjo 
him with ia the abnao of that witem. To one of thtie 
abuaea I will now call your lordaUp** attention. F iod i n m 
aooD afier ia emdstmeBi ia tbaamasf OcremsT’OtseTaX 
that the Nabob waa likdy to get into debt, ho turn* him Into 
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A vaesal, and resolves to treat him ns such. You vrill ob- 
serve that this is not the only instance in vrliicb, upon n 
failure of payment, the defaulter becomes directly a vassal. 
You remember bo^v Durbodgy Sing, tbo moment bo fell into 
an arrear of tribute, became n vassal, and was thrown into 
prison, without any inquiry into the causes which occasioneu 
that arrear. With respect to the Nabob of Oude, we assert, 
and can prove, that his revenue was £3,600,000 at the day 
of his father’s death ; and if the revenue fell oft' afterwards, 
there was abundant reason to believe that ho possessed in 
abundance the means of pajung the Company every farthing. 
Before I quit this silbject, your lordships again permit 
me to reprobate the malicious insinuations by which Mr. Hast- 
ings has thought proper to slander the idrtuous persons who 
are the authors of that system which he complains of. They 
are men whose characters this country will ever respect, 
honour, and revere, both the living and the dead ; the dead for 
the living, and the living for the dead. They will altogether 
be revered for a conduct honourable and glorious to Great 
Britain , whilst their names stand, as they now do, unspotted 
by the least imputation of oppression, breach of faith, peijury, 
bribery, or any other frauQ whatever. I know there was a 
faction formed against them, upon that very account. Be 
corrupt, you have fiiends ; stem the torrent of corruption, yon 
open a thousand venal mouths against you. Men resolved to 
do their duty must be content to suffer such opprobrium, and 
I am content ; in the name of the living and of the dead, and 
in the name of the Commons, I glory in our having appoint- 
ed some good servants, at least, to India. 

But to proceed. “ This system was not,” says he, '“ of my 
making.” Yon would then naturally ima^ne that the per- 
sons who made this abominable system had also made some 
tyrannous use of it. Let us see what use they made of it 
during the time of their majority in the council. There was 
an arrear of subsidy due from the Nabob. How it came into 
arrear, we shall consider hereafter. The Nabob proposed to 
pay it by taxing the jaghires of his family, and taking some 
money from the Begtun. This was consented to by Mr. Bris- 
tow, at that time resident for the Conipany in Oude ; and to 
this arrangement Azoph nl Dowlah and his advisers lent a 
wiUing ear. What did Mr. Hastings then say of this trans- 
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aoiian P He called it a TKdent nsamptum of poirer <m tbe 
part of the coandL He did not, Ttm eee, tlrtm eJlow that a 
oad ^item jnttifled snj peraorta irliateTer in an abnae of it. 
He contmded that it wai a Tiolfiiit aitadt upon the righta 
and proper^ of the partiei from whom the money waa to h© 
taken , that it had no ground or fi 3 imdBti 0 n in joitico what- 
ersT, and that it was contrary to ormy pnnoiple of nght and 
equity 

Tour lordahipa will pkti.aetobearinimncl,thataflcrraTda, 
hy hia own consent, and the conaent of the rt*t of the emns 
cQ, thia bnainen waa eompromiaed between the ton, tbe 
mother, and them relatioaa. A Tary great »um of money, 
which waa moat oaeftil to the Ooiapany at that penod, waa 
railed by a family compact and amngemfint among them. 
aeiTei. Tbia proceeding wia aanetioned by the O^pany, 
Mr HaatingB Vmaelf conaenting, and a pled^ was ciren 
to theBmmi and family of tbe Kabob that Uila ahomd be 
tbe laat demand made upon them, that it ihcnld be cotm^ 
ered not aa taksn coapnliTTdy, Imt aa a fnescDy and amlS' 
ble dopatiflp. They oerar admttod, nor did the liabob erer 
contend, that be had any right at all to take that money from 
tlwiiL At that tnne, It vras not Mr Haatmga’f opinion t^t 
tbe badneaa of tbe ayatem would Joatify any Tiolenee aa a 
conaeqaonce of it ; and when the aoTmiiee ocnt of the money 
waa agreed to be ^ 'cen the partiea, aa a lamily and amicable 
compact, be waa aa ready aa anybody to propoae and aanc* 
tion a n^gnlar treaty b etween the partka, ttuU all daima on 
one aide, and all land of nneeaineaa on tbe other, ahonld cease 
for oren under the goardianahip of Bntiah faith 

Ifr Haathica, ea your Zordaiupa remember, haa conceded 
that Bntiah faithns toe aupportof the British emplret that If 
that empire is to be maintamed, it is to be m^tained hy 

r.dt . *1.... I*, r. t. j, to be nropa- 

1 empire ulla, it 

^ 0 aro the pnnd* 

plea which be ttanmea when he chootei to reproach ^hora. 
But when be baa to defend hia own perfidy and breochca of 
faith,thcn,ai your lordihlpa will find aet forth In hia defence 
before the House of Commoos on the Bcnarca charge, ho 
deniet, or at koit quesbont, the Talldity of any trea^ that 
can at present be made with India, lie doclarca that ha 
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considers nil treaties as Lein" weakened by n considerable de- 
gree of doubt respecting their validity and their binding force, 
in such a state of things ns exists in India. 

ISTiatever was done, during that period of time to which I 
have alluded, by the majority of the council, Mr. Hastings 
considered himself as ha^^ng nothing to do ^vith, on the plea 
of his being a dissentient member ; a principle which, like 
other principles, I shall take some notice of by and by. 
Colonm IMonson and General Clavering died soon after, and 
Mr. Hastings obtained a majority in the council, and was 
then, as he caUs it, restored to his authoritj’- ; so that any evil 
that could be done by evil men, under that o^^l system, could 
have lasted but for a very short time indeed. Prom that 
moment Mr. Hastings, in my opinion, beeame responsible for 
every act done in council while he was there, which he did not 
resist ; and for every engagement which he did not oppose. 
Por your lordships udll not bear that miserable jargon which 
you have heard, shameful to office and to official authority, 
that a man, when he happens not to find himself in a majority 
upon any measure, may think himself excusable for the total 
neglect of his duty ; that in such a situation he is not bound 
to propose anything that it might be proper to propose, or 
to resist anything that it might be proper to resist. "Wbat 
would be the inference from such an assumption ? That he 
can never act in a commission ; that unless a man has the 
supreme power, he is not responsible for anything he does or 
neglects to do. This is another principle which your lord- 
ships will see constantly asserted and constantly referred to 
- by Mr. Hastings. How I do contend, that notwithstanding 
his ha\Tng been in a minority, if there was anjiihing to be 
done that could prevent oppressive consequences, he was 
bound to do that thing ; and that he was bound to propose 
every possible remedial measure. This proud, rebellious 
proposition against the law, that any one individual in the 
council m^y say that he is responsible for nothing, because 
he is not the whole council, calls for your lordships’ strongest 
reprobation. 

I must now beg leave to observe to you, that the treaty 
was made (and I wish your lordships to advert to dates) in 
the year 1775. Mr. H^tings acquired the majority in some- 
thing more than a year aftemards ; and therefore, supposing 
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the acts of the former miQcirit^ to hare been erer *0 inigDi- 
tom, tb6ir pcnrer 1j»tod hot if short thse. From ♦he year 
1779 to l7«, Mr. Hastings had the irbole go r e t Dio ent of 
Oudo in himself, by baring the majority in the cotmciL My 
lords, it i* no ofleuee that a g or ei nor-ggpend, or anybody 
else, has the nosjoiity In the oounoL 'fo imre the gorern- 
ment in himself is no offence. Heitiier wiis it snj offence, 
if you pleoee, thst the Nabob -wm Tirtnally a rassal to the 
Oompeny, as be contends be rras ; lor tbequestion is not 
what a goremor-general ^ birt what ‘Warren Hastiogi 
did do. Ha who has a na yirily in cocnril, and records his 
own acts there, may justify these acts as l^al ( I mean the 
mode ia legaL Bat as be eiecntea wbaterer be proposes as 
goremor-generai, ho is solely rtapcpsible Ibar the nsturt of 
ue acts tnemselree. 

I ehall now show yoor lordahipe, that Mr. Hastings, find* 
ing, u he statee, the Nabob to be made, by tb© tren^ in 
1^0, erentnaliy a raaMil to the Oomp^y, has thongbt proper 
to mw him a rasaal to hinwel^fornisoimjnTTatd purposes. 
Xoor lordshms will see what eompt and iniqtdtons pmrpoaea 
they were. In the first plaoa, in order to annihiTste in effect 
the ecrtmeil, and to take wholly &om them their control In 
the affairs of Oade, be soppreased [your lordahipa will find 
the iact prorod in your minatee] the Persian ooTTespcndeoce, 
wi^ was the whole co r resp ondence of Oode. Inia whde 
correijKmdenoo was secreted by, bim, and kept from tbe 
cotmeiL It was nerer communicated to the Fenian tnnila* 
tor of the Oompany, Mr, CoLebrooke, wbo bed a aalarr for 
ezecoting that <^ce. It was accreted and keptintbepnrate 
cabinet of Mr. Hastings ( from the period oi 1781 to 1780, 
no part of it was.conmmnicated to the eoonciL Tbero is 
nothing, as your lordships have often found in this trial, that 
spealu for toe man like mmself; — there is nothing wili speak 
for his conduct like the recorda of the Company. 

• 

" Foft WQHiia, 19lh Ftbrwr, tii. 

"JJ a Cb«riZ/ prettMf, tJs loMureHs JcH MaepAeraew, 

JEtj^ Ocrfmer-Omfralf J*mtdsnf, anJ Join SltiUt, £tf. 

"The IV f ria n transistor attending, in obedience to tb# 
board'c orders, reports, that sloee tbe end of the year 1781 
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there Lave been no books of correspondence kept in bis 
office ; because from that time until the late Governor- Gene- 
ral’s departure, he ivas employed but once by the governor- 
general to manage the correspondence, during a short visit 
which Major Davy, the military Persian interpreter, paid by 
the governor’s order to Lucknow. That during that whole 
period of three years he remained entirely ignorant of the 
correspondence, as he was applied to on no occasion, except 
for a few papers sometimes sent to him by the secretaries, 
which he always returned to them as soon as translated. 

- “ The Persian translator has received from hlr. Scott, since 
the late Gnvemor-General’s departure, a trunk containing 
English drafts and translations, and the Persian originals of 
letters and papers, with three books in the Persian language, 
containing copies of letters, written between August, 178^2, 
and January, 1785 ; and if the board should please to order 
the secretaries of the general department to furnish him with 
copies of all translations and drafts recorded in their consul- 
tations, between the 1st of Januaiy, 1782, and the 31st of 
January, 1786, he thinks that he should be able, with what 
he has found in Captain Scott’s trunk, to make up the cor- 
respondence for that peiiod. 

“ (Signed) Edwaed Colebeookb, 

Persian Translator.” 

Hear then, my lords, what becomes of the records of the 
Company, which were to be the vouchers for every public 
act, which were to show whether, in the Company’s trans- 
actions, agreements, and treaties with the native powers, the 
public faith was kept or not. Tou see them all crammed 
into Mr. Scott’s trunk ; a trunk into which they put what 
they please, take out what they please, ’suppress what they 
please, or thrust in whatever will answer their purpose. The 
records of the Governor- Gnneral and council of Bengal are 
kept in Captain J onathan Scott’s trunk ; this trunk is to be 
considered as the real and true channel of intelligence be-, 
tween the Company and the country powers ; but even this 
channel was not open to any'member of the council, except 
Mr. Hastings ; and when the coimcil, for the first time, dar- 
ing to think for themselves, call upon the Persian translator, 
he knows nothing about it. We find that it is given int« 
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tb« lu^ of tiia former nu^oH^ to hare lieea erer so uU^zd* 
ton*, Uiiap power la»ted bat i abort tune. Prom tbe rear 
1770 to l7^ Mr Hutmgi had the whole gorenuDent of 
Oode m him sel f , by hanug the mzgority m the ctnmciL My 
lords, it u no oCeoce tbiU a gOTomaNgeQeral, or ti^body 
eUe, has the majOT^ m the comicfL TS> here the gorem- 
XQBiit in hixQseli u no oSence. leather was it any oSenco, 
if yon please, that the Nabob- wai TirtnaHy a Taatsl to the 
Company, oa he oonbcndi he was , for the qneetioD is not 
what a gCFTeronr-genenil wuy do, hut what "Warren Hastinni 
did do. He who hu a mi^on^ in ooghoI, and reooTdi Ha 
own acts there, may juskfy theae acta aa l^al , I mean the 
mode is legaL Bat as be axeontea wbaterar be propoee* as 
gorernor-ceneral, he a solely roepcmaible for the aartfr* of 
uie acts tbamaelrea. 

I ahaQ now ahow yonr lordabipa, that BIr Jlastingf, dud- 
inn aa he etatei, the Nabob to be made, by the treaty H 
17 y 6, ovHntnaHy a Tamil to the Oomnany, haa thought proper 
to make him a nuaal to bamseltlbrlnacnmpnTate pnrpo^ 
You lordships will see what odropi and ini^toos p m pots 
they were. In the drvt plsee, m order to anmhflite in effect 
the omindl, and to take wholly £eom them their eocttrol in 
the adain of Oode, be snpp n waed [you lordships will find 
the fact prOTod m you minates] the Fenian corrtspoflideace, 
wiu^ was the wliale oorrenoxiaenee of Oade. Inis whde 
eorreepcmdenee was secreted him, and kept from the 
ly mnwi It wos Dorer commanlcated to the Fenian transla- 
tor of the Company, Jlr Oolehroole, who had a salary for 
eiBcating that office. It was secreted and kept in the pnrato 
cabinet of Mr HsstingB { from the period ctf 1781 to 1780, 
no part of it wBa.oommaiiicated to the council Ibero it 
nothing, as you lordships hate often found m tins trial, that 
fpeaki &r toe man like mmselfi — there it nothing will ipeek 
lor hif condaet like the records of the Oompany 

• 

" Fort WlUUia, 19tli Fihnwy, rH. 

**Ai e 0b*aei7/ prewat, iia lomovrtUt Jb^n Mmepirnott, 
Piy, Ooventor-Oeneral, Frenden/, end SiaiMj Etj 

"The Pertum translator attending, in ohedimee to tba 
board’s orders, reports, that smeo the end of the year 1781 
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there Lnve been no books of correspondence kept in hia 
oflice ; Decauso from that time until the late Governor- Gene- 
ral’s departure, he was employed but once by the f^overnor- 
general to manage the correspondence, during a short visit 
which Major Davy, the militar)" Persian interjweter, paid by 
the governor’s order to Lucknow. That during that wliolo 
period of three years he remained entirely ignorant of the 
correspondence, as he was applied to on no occasion, except 
for a few papers sometimes sent to him by the secretaries, 
which he always returned to them as soon ns translated. 

' “ The Persian translator has received from hir. Scott, since 
the late Govemor-Genernl’s departure, a trunk containing 
English drafts and translations, and the Persian originals of 
letters and papers, with three books in the Persian language, 
containing copies of letters, written between August, 1782, 
and January, 1785 ; and if the board should please to order 
the secretaries of the general department to furnish him with 
copies of all translations and drafts recorded in their consul- 
tations, between the Ist of January, 1782, and the 31st of 
Januaiy, 1785, he thinks that he should be able, with what 
he has found in Captain Scott’s trunk, to make up the cor- 
respondence for that peiiod. 

“ (Signed) Edwaud Coeebbooke, 

Persian Translator.” 

Hear then, my lords, what becomes of the records of the 
Company, which were to be the vouchers for every public 
act, which were to show whether, in the Company’s trans- 
actions, agreements, and treaties with the native powers, the 
public faith was kept or not. You see them all crammed 
into Mr. Scott’s trunk ; a trunk into which they put what 
they please, take out what they please, suppress what they 
please, or thrust in whatever will answer their purpose. The 
records of the Governor- General and council of Bengal are 
kept in Captain Jonathan Scott’s trunk ; this trunk is to he 
considered as the real and true channel of intelligence be-, 
tween the Company and the country powers ; but even this 
channel was not open to any member of the council, except 
Mr. Hastings ; and when the council, for the first time, dar- 
ing to think for themselves, call upon the Persian translator, 
he knows nothing about it. "We find that it is given intt 
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the hindi of a peiaon nommated hj IXr Hjatujgi, Uirior 
DaTT “WTiat do the Campenj knoir of h^pn P Why, bo ww 
Mr Hutmgi’i pnrate ■eereUir In thi* numier the eonncfl 
hare been an i i ibi Uted dormg all these tramaeticma, and have 
no other knoifkdge of them than jnat what Mr Hatting* 
and hit trtnik keeper thought proper to ore them AD then 
that we know of these tranai^ona Is &tnn thu miaerable^ 
uxroerfect, garbled correepondencn. 

Bat eren if these papers contained a foD and fitithfal ac> 
count of the correapcmdjmoe, what we chaige is its not being 
delirered to the cooneil sa it occurred &om time to tune. Mr 
Hsatangs kept the whole gortamnent of Onde m Ins own 
hands, so that the oooneQ hiwii no power of jadging hi* acU, 
of obedang, cantroDing sdruing, or nmonvtniting It was 
totaDj annihilated bj Eim t and we charre, as an aet of tree* 
ftOD and rebeDicn agaimt tM act of pamament 1^ wluch be 
held hi* oiEee, hi* deprmng the council of their legitunats 
authority, by shutting them out from the knowledge of aU 
affaijs, except indeed when be tbooght it expedient, for fab 
own yaahfieatioii, to hare thedr nominal oon eiufei> ee or aub* 
•ctnent acgruescenoe In any of hU more Tiolent measnrea. 

xotrr lonlships see Mr Haatmg*’* tysteiD, a tystom of 
conoetlment, a system of tunung tl» raasDs of the Company 
loto bis own raaiali. to make them contnbutoiy, not to the 
Company, but to hiaiiolt He ha* arowed t£i* system in 
Bensres { he has arowed it in Onde It was his constant 
practice. Tmtr lordship* see, in Onde he kept a eorresrwnd- 
cnce with Mr ’MwAham for years, and did alone bD the 
mateml acts whkh ought to hare bera done ineounciL He 
delegated a power to Mr hlarkham which he had not to de« 
legato I and you wi^ see be baa done the same in ercry port 
of India. 


We first charge him, not only with acting without author- 
ity, but with a strong presuiaptkm, foundon on his conceal- 
ment, of intending to act misciueTOusly Wo next chanm 
his concealing ana withdrawing correapoodenee as bong at- 
xectly eantrsPT to the orders of the court of directors, tho 
practice of hti oiEco, and the rery nature and eiistenco of 
the eounefl m which hews* appo&ted to presKfe. Ke charge 
this aa a substantiro crime, and a* the foreronner of tho cp- 
pretdon, desoUtlon. and nun of that miserable country. 
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Mr. Hastings having thus rendered the council blind and 
.ignorant, and consequently fit for subserviency, what does he 
next do ? I am speaking not with regard to the time of his 
particular acts, but with regard to the general spirit of the 
proceedings. ' He next fiies in the face of the Company, upon 
the same principle on which he removed Mr. Fowke from 
Benares. “ I removed him, on political grounds,” says he, 
“ against the orders of the court of directors, because I 
thought it necessary that the resident should he a man of 
my own nomination and confidence.” At Oude he proceeds 
on the same principle, kir. Bristow had been nominated to 
the office of resident by the court of directors. Mr. Hast- 
ings, by an act of parhament, was ordered to obey the court 
of directors. He positively refuses to receive kir. Bristow, 
for no other reason, that we know of, but because he was 
nominated 'by the court of directors ; he defies the court, and 
declares in efiect that they shall not govern that province, 
hut that he will govern it hy a resident of his own. 

Your lordships wiU mark his progress in the establishment 
of that new system, which, he says, he had been obliged to 
adopt by the evfi. system of his predecessors. First, he anni- 
hilates the council, formed by an act of parliament and by 
order of the court of directors. In the second place, he de- 
fies the order of the court, who had the undoubted nomina- 
tion of all their own servants, and who ordered him, under 
the severest injunction, to appoint Mr. Bristow to the office 
of resident in Oude. He for some time refused to nominate 
Mr. Bristow to that office ; and even when he was forced, 
against his wiU, to permit him for a wlfile to he there, he 
sent Mr. Middleton and hlr. Johnson, who annihilated kCr. 
Bristow’s authority so completely, that^no one public act 
passed through his hands. 

After he had ended this conflict with the directors, and had 
entirely shook ofi! their authority, ho resolved that the native 
powers should know that they were not to look to the court- 
of directors, but to look to his arbitrary will in all things ; 
and therefore, to the astonishment of the world, and as ii it 
were designedly to expose the nakedness of the parliament 
of Great Britain, to expose the nakedness of the laws of Great 
Britain, and the nakedness of the authority of the court of 
directors to the country powers, ho wrote a letter, which 
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ycrar lardihip* irill find in page 705 of the printed minute*. 
In IluB letter the tecret of hi* goTemmeirt i* di«OTered to 
the oonntry powert, Itey are giren to imder*t«nd, that 
whatOTBT eacfaon. wiiatoTer oppre m on op ndn they may 
•nffer, they are to looh nowhere for relief bat to tnm. Kot 
to the oonncil^ not to the coart of director*, not to the tore- 
TogQ authonty of Great Britain, bat to him and him only 
Before ve proceed to thla letto, we will first read to you 
the minnte of conncO by which ^ diamiwsed Mr Bnitow 
i^on a former occasion (it ja m poro 607 of the printed 
minatea), that your lordabipa may see im andoelcmt defitnre 
of the law* of toe country We whh, I iay, before we show 
you the horrible *nd fatal e&cts of thi* hu deflanea to im- 
preaa continaolly upon your lord*hipe’ mmd*, that this man 
a to be tned by the law* of the country ( and that it li not 
m hi* power to snnihQate their »ntbonty and the antbOTty 
of to* master*. We ln*vrt upon it that erery man under the 
authonty of this countiy i* bound to obey Jti kn. Thk 
minute relate* to hu fir*t remorel of Mr Briiknr I read h 
in order to ihow that he dared to defy the ooort of diredoT* 
•0 early a* tbe year 1776. **He*olTM that M> John Bn»> 
tow be recalled m the presidency', from the eoort of the Kabob 
of Oude, and that h& Nathaniel Miildletaa be restored to 
tbe appointment of resident at that court, subject to the or» 
deri and authonty of the GorernoT-GenerBl and eouncil, con- 
formably to the motion of the GorernoT-GeneraL" I will 
next rcM to your lordihip* the order* of the director* for 
hi* remstotement, ou the 4th of July, 1777 "Upon the 
most careful pernml of your procecdincs, upon the 2 m of De* 
oember, 1776; rolatire to the recafl of^Mr Bmtow from tbe 
court tk the NaboJ) of Oude, and tbe appointment of 3Ir 
Nathaniel iUddieton to that atafioii, we most declare oar 
itrongect ditopprobction of the whole of that traucctxoD. B e 
obterre that the Gorernop-Genepar* motion for the recall of 
Brt*towiuclade*t^fbpfbopeftoratkmofMr NathaaieJ 
JDddlefon \ bat as neither of tho*o measure* appear to n* 
neeetaary or eren jitttifiahle, they cannot receire our appro- 
httion. ^ , , , , 

"IVlth respect to Jfr BrWaw, we find no shadow ot 

ehnrBoacaWUmt ft appesr* that bo ha* weent^ hi* trust 
to the entire satoftctlon eren of these member* of tbe cipun. 
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^ -who did not concur in Bis appointment. Tou have uimn- 
imoualy recommended him to our notice — attention to your 
recommendation has induced us to afford him marks of our 
favour, and to reannex the emoluments affixed by you to his 
appointment, ivhich had been discontinued by our order ; 
and as vre must be of opinion that a person of acknowledged 
abilities, whose conduct has thus gained him the esteem of 
his superiors, ought not to be degraded without just cause, 
we do not hesitate to interpose in his behalf; and therefore 
direct that Mr. Bristow do forthwith return to his station of 
resident at Oude, from which he has been so improperly re- 
moved.” 

Upon the receipt of these orders by the council, hli*. Uran- 
cis, then a member of the council, moves, “ That, in obedience 
to the Company’s orders, Mr. Bristow be forthwith appoint- 
ed and directed to retnm to his station of resident at Oade-, 
and that hlr. Purling be ordered to deliver over charge 
of the office to INfr. Bristow, immediately on his arrival, and 
return himself forthwith to the presidency. Also that the 
Governor- Q-eneral be requested to furnish Mr. Bristow with 
the usual letter of credence to the Nabob Yizier.” 


Upon this motion being made, Mr. Hastings entered the 
following minute. “ I will ask, who i& Mr. Bristow, that a 
member of the administration should at such a time hold him 
forth as an instrument for the degradation of the first execu- 
tive member of this government ? "What are the professed 
objects of his appointment ? "What are the merits and ser- 
vices, or what the qualifications, which entitle him to such 'an 
uncommon distinction ? Is it for his superior integrity or 
from his eminent abilities, that he is to be dignified at such 
hazards of every consideration that ought to influence mem- 
hers of this administration? Of the ’former I know no 
proofs; I am sure that it is notaneridence of it that he as 
been enabled to make himself the principal in such ® 
fifion; and, for the test of his abilities, X appe^ T am 

Vfhich he has dared to write to this . Ycoor of it 

^Darned to say we have suffered, ^ 

be inserted in this day’s procee^^j ,' ^ 

before tbe eyes of every member of tbs 
pvehia vote upon a question for mvipfl 
their servant, who has pubHcly ms 
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yovi lordflKipi wiH find to ptge 705 of tlie prmted nrfuute*. 
In Urn IMtor tin Becret of ha gorennnent u d u corere d to 
the coTintry power*. Hjey are giren to nuderetand, that 
wbaheTcr oiaotioiL •whatsw oppre*««m or ram tfaej xdsj 
Koflar, they art to look nowhert for rdiaf to him. Itofc 
to the cotmcil, not to the comt of dtrtcton, not to the aore. 
reogo, anthontj of Great Bntau^ but to him a^ him only 
Before we proceed to thla letter, wo will flrit read to yon 
the nunnte ot eotmol by which he diamneed Mr Bnwrw 
i^n a fotmor occamon (it la m poM 607 of the printed 
inmntet), that yonr lordahipo may »ee^ aodaeiotti dadarwr 
of the lawi of the cotmtjy We wiah, I uy, before we ihow 
yon the hosnble and fatal effrcte of this hia defiance to itn> 
preas eontmnally npon yonr lordthip*’ minda, that tHa roan 
ta to be tned by the law* of the cotmtry , tW it !■ not 
In Ua power to annihilafce them anthonty and tho authority 
of hia maatert. We Inaat upon H that erery roan under the 
anthonty of this conntiy ia bound to ohey its lawi. 33a* 
mionte rdatee to ha iittmuml of Mr Brljtow 1 read it 
in orda to thaw that he dared to defy the court of d ir eetorj 
•0 early aa the year 1776. *Be*clTM that Mr John Brta> 
tow bo recalled to the preoderoty, from the court of tte ITabob 
of Clad^ and that Mr Matharual Middleton be reotored to 
the appointmmit of resident at that court, subject to the or- 
der* and authority of the Goretnor-iJeneral ana cocncfl, oon- 
fonnably to tho motion of tho Gcnrcrnor-Genaral.” I will 
ntnt read to your lordab^ the order* of the director* lor 
hia reinftatement, on the 4th of July, 1777 "Upon the 
most carefal perusal of your pmceodln^ nptm the 2fld of J)e- 
camber, 1776, rekhre to the recall ofMr Bristow from the 
court of the Nabob of Code, and the appointment of 3tr 
Nathaniel iCddletoa to that atatiou, wo most declare onr 
ftrongeat di*approbatiou of the whole of that transaction. l\e 
oh*mo thattbe GoTcnjor-Genorari motion foe the recall of 
Mr Bnrtow include* that for thoroitoTation of 3fr Nathaniel 
Middlctoa f hot a* nrither of thoeo romure* appear to ua 
neceiaaiy or oren jottiflible, they cannot reedto our appro- 

respect to Mr Brwtow, wo find bo ahadow of 
chanre acal^him j it appear* that be baa necuted hH trmt 
to the entire aatiifaction orenof tho»e roerobcrt of the couo- 
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cil "wlio did not concur in his appointment. You have uimn- 
imoualy recommended him to our notice — attention to your 
recommendation has induced us to afford him marks of our 
favoiu’, and to reannex the emoluments affixed hy you to his 
appointment, 'which had been discontinued by our order ; 
and as we must be of opinion that a person of acknowledged 
abilities, whose conduct has thus gained him the esteem of 
his superiors, ought not to he degraded without just cause, 
we do not hesitate to interpose in his behalf ; and therefore 
direct that lUk. Bristow do forth'with return to his station of 
resident at Oude, from which he has been so improperly re- 
moved.” 

Upon the receipt of these orders hy the council, Mi’. Fran- 
cis, then a member of the council, moves, “ That, in obedience 
to the Company’s orders, Mr. Bristow be forth'with appoiut- 
ed and directed to return 'to his station of resident at Oude; 
and that kir. Purling be ordered to deliver over charge 
of the office to Mr. Bristow, immediately on his arrival, and 
return himself forthwith to the presidency. Also that the 
Governor-General be requested to famish Mr. Bristow with 
the usual letter of credence to the Nabob Vizier.” 

Upon this motion being made, Mr. Hastings entered the 
following minute. “ I ■will ask, who is Mr. Bristow, that a 
member of the administration should at such a time hold him 
forth as an instrument for the degradation of the first execu- 
tive member of this government ? What are the professed 
objects of bis appointment ? What are the merits and ser- 
vices, or what the qualifications, which entitle him to such' an 
uncommon distinction ? Is it for his superior integrity or 
from his eminent abilitieB, that he is to be dignified at such 
hazards of every consideration that ought 'to influence mem- 
bers of -this administration? Of the 'former I know no 
proofe ; I am sure that it is not an evidence of it that he has 
been enabled to make himself the principal in such a compe- 
tition ; and, for the test of his ahihties, I appeal to the letter 
which he has dared 'to ■write to this board, and which I am ■ 
ashamed to say we have suffered. I desire that a copy of it 
may be inserted in this day’s proceeding, that it may stand 
before the eyes of every member of the board, when he shall 
give his vote upon a question for giving them confidence to a 
man, their servant, who has publicly insulted them, his mas* 
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ten, End tbe meinbcr* of the gorernmont, to ■wbotn he oww 
nils obedience i who^ ai«uiiiing an Meomation 'nth the wrart of 
director*, and efoetmg hnoeeif into a tribunal, baa niraigned 
them for duobodjcoco of ordera, poawd judgment upon 
them, and condemned or acqmtted them as their magutrate 
and Bupenctr I>t the btwffd connder whether a tran poa- 
•fl*»od of so independent a apint, who haa alrtad/ ihown 
fueh a contempt of their auth^t^, who haa ihown himself 
•o wretched an adrocate for bis own amae, and negotiator 
for hii own mlereat, la fit tobe traated with the gaaroianalnp 
of their bonoor, the exeoutian of their measures, and aa their 
confidential manager and negotiator with the prmcea of 
India," 

ITj lorda, yon hero aee an inatanco of what I hare bolbro 
atated to your lordshipa, and what I ahall take tbe liberty of 
reeommendxng to joor oonatant conudemtion, Tou aee that 
a tyrant an^a rwdl is one end the same thing Yon aee 
thu man, at tbe Tccry time that bo ia a direct rebel to tbe 
Company, arbitrarily and ^renmeallpdiaplaaitg Ur Bmtow, 
althobgh he bad pronooalp joined m the approbation of his 
eonda^ and in TOtinf him a peetmiary reward. Ho it 
ordered by the co u r t of dg ee t or a to reatore that perton, who 
denres in a suppliant, decent, proper tone, that tbe Company’s 
orders aboold produce thoir efle^ and that tbe council would 
hare tbe goodnecs to reatore bun to hia ntnation. 

Mr loi^ you hare aeen tbo andacioua Insolence, tbe ty< 
racnical jffide, with whkb be dares to treat thla order You 
hare teen the recorded minute which be baa dared to tend 
to the court of direetoet j and m this you tee. that when he 
cannot directly aiperte a man’e conduct, and dm nothing to 
tay against it, he maLcioualr, 1 should perhaps rather say 
enTiooaly, Insinuates tKat he unjustly made his fcatuno^ 
“You are," «iya be, **10 judge from the independence of hli 
manner and i^le, whether ho could or no bare ^ that with* 
out tome imjoat means.'' Qod forbid I should erpr be able 
to insent anything that can equal the impudenee of what this 
man dare* fo wnto to bis aopenora, or the insolent strle in 
which be dares to treat peraons who aro not tis aerranta. 

Who made the aemnti of the CoapcnT the master of the 
aerranta of the Company f Tbo court of directors are their 
frUow aemntaj they aro aD the wcmnU of this kingdom. 
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Still the claim of a fellow servant to hold an ofB.ce which the 
court of directors had legally appointed him to, is considered 
by this audacious tyrant as an insult to him. By this you 
may judge how he treats, not only the servants of the 
Company, hut the natives of the country, and hy what means 
he has brought them iuto that abject state of servitude, in 
which they are ready to do anything he wishes, and to sign 
anything he dictates. I must again beg your lordships', to 
remark what this man has had the folly and impudence to 
place upon the records of the council of which he was presi- 
dent ; and I vrill venture to assert that so extraordinary a 
performance never before apj^ated on the records of any 
court, Eastern or European. Because Mr. Bristow claims an 
office which is his right and his freehold as lon^ as the Com- 
pany chooses, Mr. Hastings accuses him of bemg an accom- 
plice with the court of directors in a conspiracy against him ; 
and because, after long delays, he had presented an humble 
petition to have the court of directors’ orders in his favour 
carried into execution, “ he says, he has erected himself into 
a tribunal of justice; that he has arraigned the council for 
disobedience of orders, passed judgment upon them, and con- 
demned or acquitted them as their magistrate and superior.” 

Let us suppose his Majesi^ to have been pleased to appoint 
any one to an office in the gift of the crown ; what should we 
think of the person whose business it was to execute the 
king’s commands, if he should say-to the person appointed, 
when he claimed his office, you shall not have it ; you assume, 
to be my superior, and you disgrace and dishonour me P Good 
God ! my lords, where was tms language learned ; in what 
country, and in what barbarous nation of Hottentots was 
this jargon picked up ? Eor there is no Eastern court that I 
ever heard of (and I believe I have heed as conversant with 
the manners and customs of the East as most persons whoso 
business has not directly led them into that country) where 
such conduct would have been tolerated. A bashaw, if he 
should be ordered by the Grand Seignor to invest another 
with his office, puts the letter upon his head, and obedience 
immediately follows. 

But the obedience of .. agistrate should not be 

compai'ed to the o’ • ritish subject owes to 

the Jaws of his co u- -t* - receives an order, 
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vludi he thoold hare initantlj obej^d. Ho u reminded of 
thu \rj the penon who cnfien from hii diaohedience i dd 
thi* proret that penon to be poeseased of too independent a 
A70, mj iordf, here ia the gneranoe — no man can 
d^ ihow m India an independent ipinL It li thu, and not 
hii hartng riicnm deb a oontempt of their antiicritj.not ha 
haruig ah<nm huneelf ao wretched an adrocate for ha own 
canee, and ao bad a negotiator for hii own mtereet, that makea 
himimflttobe tnated with the gnerdoanahip of their honoor. 
the ere en twn of their meainree, and to he their confidential 
manager and negotmtor with the pnncee of India. 

IDT lord*, what ia tbn want of AiU whidi Mr Brb- 
tow baa inown m negotiating his own afiain ? Hr Jlutma 
will mform m. He ihoold hare pocketed the letter of the 
coort of directon , be ahonld nerer hare rnatin the least 
mention of it) he should hare oome to mj bsOTan^ Cantoo 
Baboo { he ahenUd have ofiered bun a bribe upon the o cmsxm . 
That would have been the wav to encoeod wrth me. who 
ern a pubhCi^pintad taker of lin\>ea and mmeers. Bat this 
base fW— thn man, who ia bnt a vile negotator fiv hh cm 
interest, has dsrod to ac ce p t the patronage of the court of 
dnectoTi. He should have eecured the pnrtedaon of Cantoo 
Baboo, their more efficient rmd. Tlds would have been the 
ekilfiil mode of doing the buameae. l^t this man, it Mcms, 
had nnt onlj shown himself an unakilihl negotktor,— he 
had likewise afforded endence of his want of integntr 
what ia this endence P TTm hanug " enabled hhnscli to be- 
come the la anoh a competiticHi.” That is^lo say 

be had br ms meritorious conduct in tbe Bemce of his iw 
ters, the directors, obtained their approbaboo and favour- 
HaAmgs then eontajoptuoualT adds, “ and* for tbe test ofhh 
abilities, I appeal to the letter which be has dared to write 
to the board, and which, I am ashamed to say, wo hart suT- 
fared." ‘Whatever that letter mr^ be, I will ventw to say 
there is notaword or syUablo in it tnat tastes 
science and arbitrannesi, with rccard to the 
Company, his fellow wTrantar^ »och audadotta rt^on, 
with to the Uwa of hb coanby, as art contained fa 

this minute of Mr Hastmgs. __ xnj4W«« 

Bat, mr lorii, why iW b» -lx-* 

^ppdnted resident flourkttdihJps hart not seen Ur Brts. 
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tow". Tou have only heard of him ns a humhle suppliant, to 
have the orders of the Company oheyeo , but you have seen 
Mr. Middleton. , You knoV that hlr. hliddleton is a good 
man to keep a secret : I describe him no further. You know 
what qualifications M!r. Hastings requires in a favourite ; 
you ako know why he was turned out of his employment, 
with the approbation of the court of directors ; that it was 
principally because, when resident in Oude, lie positively, 
audaciously, and rebelliously refused to lay before the council 
the correspondence wdth the country powers. He says he 
gave it up to M>. Hastings ; whether he has or has not de- 
stroyed it we know not ; all we know of it is, that it is not 
fmmd to this hour. We cannot even find kir. Middleton’s 
trunk, though Mr. Jonathan Scott did at last produce his. 
The whole of the Persian correspondence, during Mr. Mid- 
dleton’s residence, was refused, as I have said, to the board 
at Calcutta and to the court of directors ; was refused to the 
legal authorities ; and klr. Middleton, for that very refusal, 
was again appointed by kir. Hastings to supersede klr. Bris- 
tow, removed without a pretence of offence ; he received, I 
say, this appointment from klr. Hastings, as a reward for that 
servile compliance, by which he dissolved every tie between 
himself and his legal masters. 

The matter being now brought to a simple issue, whether 
the Governor- General is or is not bound to obey his supe- 
riors, I shall here leave it wdth your lordships, and I have 
only to beg your lordships will remark the course of events 
as they foUow each other ; keeping in mind that the prisoner 
at your bar declared Mr. Bristow to be a man of suspected 
integrity, on account of his independence, and deficient m 
ahihty, oecause he did not know how best to promote his 
owumterest. . . t. j r 

I must here state to your lordships, that it wj^ the duty of 
the resident to transact the money concerns of the Company, 
as well as its political negotiations ; you will now see how 
Mr. Hastings divided that duty after he became apprehensive 
that the court of directors might he inclined to assert their 
own authority, and to assert it m a proper m^er, wMch tney 
»? rarely did: ’men, therefore, hie pae«n W eoofei whm 

resentment of those violent S 

offered to him, namely, the indigmty of hemg pot m mind 
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^ hid repmor nnder bearro (for I bioir of lo 
otao^ be Bdcpt> the dxpodieiit of dming the lendaiCT into 
temske* a iftiroompromi»e between Wmielftiid 
the direct on4 He Bpptnnta Mr to the KLanace* 

ment of the inon«y coueetmi, and Mr Brwtow to thatoF^ 
political afBura. xour lordaiopc »ee that Mr Bnrtow, opon 
whom he had fixed the diaqualjflcafaon, for political aflalri,Trai 
the Tcry person oppomted to that department) and to Mr 
Mjddletan^ the m an of Ida oonfidence, he gtret the monago* 
ment of the money tiunaactiona. He diacorert plainly where 
hia heart waaj ibr where yoor trecanre there will your 
heart be alao Thla prirnte agent, tbu ati^r of cotreapond- 
enee, a man whose cootive retentkm diacorera no ac cret com* 
mitted to hun, and whooe alippeiy memoiy la fnbjcet to a 
dorrimea, Thioh permita ererytinng he did know to eacape i 
thra Tety man he plaeea in a aitn^Sin where hit talenta conla 
only be naefol for ooncealment and where ooncenlmNit conld 
on^ be need to ootht fraud j wmle Ur Bmtow,who wta by 
hia official engagement reaponmbLe to tbe Company for && 
and clear accounta, waa appointed aupermteDdeat orpoUbeal 
afiUra, ad offieei'oT whkh ^ Haatinga declared be waa to* 
tolly unfit. 

lorda, yon will judge of the deolgnawhWi tbepnaoncr 
had m ecntemplatum, whm he dared to commit thla act of 
rebellion agomat the Oompony j yon will ace that it could 
not hare been any other tbe money traniactiona 

of Oade mto bu own bands, The p i ea um ption of a corrupt 
tnobTB ia him aa atremg aa, I behere, it pooaibly can be 
Tbe next point to whidi I hare to direct your lordihipa* 
attention u that part of the pTlsoaieT*a conduct in this mat- 
ter by which he otpoeed tbe nahedneia of the Oompai^’a 
authority to the natire power*. Ton would imagine that atter 
tbe of Mj Hriatow, Mr Ilaatingi would hare 

done with him for orer, that nothhig could hare induced Mm 
again to hnng forward a man who ud dared to miolt him, a 
man who shown an independent aplnt, a man who 
disbccoured the council and manlted & maflcra, a man of 
doobtfai joUgritr, and coimeted unfitneta for 'office But, 
mr lorda, in the face of all this be afterwards sends this tctt 
min with undirided authority into the counts as sole rc^ 
dent j and now your lordihipa ahaD bear in what manner » 
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accoTints for tliis appointment to Gobind Earn, the vakeel or 
ambassador of the Nabob Azoph ul Dowlah at Calcaitta. It 
18 in page 795 of the printed minutes. 

Mxtract of an Arzee sent iy Rajah Qobind Ram to the Vizier, 

by the Governor- General's directions, and written the 21th 

ofAuyust, 1782. 

“This day the Governor- General sent for me in private ; 
after recapitulating the various informations he had received 
respecting the anarchy and confusion said to reign throughout 
your higWess’s coimtry ; and complains that neither your 
higliness, nor Hyder Beg Kh&,n, nor hlr. IMiddleton, nor Mr. 
Johnson, ever "wrote to him on the state of your affairs, or if 
he ever received a letter from your presence it always con- 
tained assertions contrary to the above informations; the 
Governor- Onneral proceeded as follows : — ^That it was his 
intention to have appointed Mr. David Anderson to attend 
upon your highness, but that he was still with Scindia, and 
there was no prospect of his speedy return from his camp ; 
therefore it was now his wish to appoint Mr. John Bristow, 
who was well experienced in business, to Lucknow. That 
when Mr. Bristow formerly held the office of resident there, 
he was not appointed by him ; and that notwithstanding he 
had not shown any instances of disobedience, yet he had 
deemed it necessary to recall him because he had been patro- 
nized and appointed by gentlemen who were in opposition to 
him, and had contradicted and thwarted all his measures ; 
that this had been his reason for recalling Mr. Bristow. That 
since Mr. Francis’s return to Europe, and the arrival of in- 
formation there of the deaths of the other gentlemen, the 
king and the Company had declared theirjapprobation of his 
(the Governor-General’s) conduct, and had conferred upon 
him the most ample powers ; that they had sent out Mr. Mac- 
pherson, who was his old and particular friend ; and that Mr. 
Stables, that was on his way here as a member of the supreme 
council, was also his particular friend; that Mr. "Wheler had re- 
ceived letters from Europe, informing him that the members of 
the council were enjoined all of them to cooperate and act in 
conjunction with him, in every measure which shpuld be agree- 
able to him ; and that there was no one in council now, who 
was not imited with him, and consequently that his authority 

^Oh. VIU. TT- 
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WMperfect tmd complete, tliatUx Bratow, a« it ttm feunni 
to me, had returned to Burope ; but that during H* gtay 
there bo hod naror Kud nnyumig doreipoctfol of huu, or 
endearoured to injure him j on tlm contrary, h® hadreceired 
account® firom Europe that Mr Bmtow hid gpohen mneh in 
hii pnuae, to that Bnstow** blends had become hu 
frieuM I that Hr Bnatow bad lately been mlxodac^ to hhn 
by Mr Macpberton, hod explained pa*t conduct perfectly 
to hu ietlt&ction« and bad requeeted nom him tbe app^t- 
ment to Lucknow ) and had declared, in the erent of hu 
obtaining the appomtznent, that be thii^d ihow erery mark 
of attention and obedienoe to tbe pleasure of tout hi ghn^—, 
and hu, the Goreniar’s i eajing tnat jtnir higbneas wa« veil 
pleated with him, end tnat he knew what you had wntten 
lonnerly was at the instigatiou of ^Ir kCddleton ] that m 
oontequence of the £or^omg,he,the Oorernor.had determined 
to hare appointed Hr Brutow to Lndcnow, but had po«t> 
poued hia clumiasuni to bis for tbe foUcrmng msona 
(ndalieet), people at Luckzunr su^t think that Hr Bristow 
bad obtamea hu appointment in corueoaenco of orders from 
Borope, and contrary to the Gorernorv inelination { but aa 
the contrutT wu tbe ease, and as be now considered ilr 
Bnstow aa ^ ob^ of hu own particular patronage, there- 
fore he directed me to forward air Brislcrrr^s arice to the 
prusence; sndthatit was the Ooremor’swub that yoar high- 
ness, on the receipt thereof, would write a letter to him, and, 
as from youraelf^ request of him that Hr Brutow may ho ap- 
pointed w Lucknow, and that you would write an answer to 
thu arzee, eipresaire of yourpersonalaatisiaction on the sub- 
ject ; the Gorernor conaoded with injonctlona, that until tbe 
amrol of yoor hi^^nun a letter, requesting the appointment 
of Hr Brutow, aadjwir answer to this ixxee, tlut I should 
keep the portieolars of this courersstioa a profound secret, for 
that the communication of it to any person wbatorer would 
cot only cause his displeasure, but would throw afiahs at 
Lucknow into great confusion. Tbo preceding is the sub- 
ftanw of tbe corertior’i directions to mo f beoBcrwardswen* 
to Mr Maet*er*on’s and I attended him j Hr Brtstow was 
there I tbe OoroTwr took kir Bratow*s ortee from his band 
and dellrered it into mine, and thence proceeded to etnmnl j 
Hr Bristow’s ariec, and the following particulars, I transmil 
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and communicate by tbe Q-ovemor’s directions ; and I request 
that I may be favoured ■with the answer to the arzee, and tho 
letter to ■the Governor, as soon as possible, as his injunctions 
■to me were very particular on the subject.” 

My lords, I have to observe upon this very extraordinary 
transaction, that you will see many things in this letter that 
are curious, and worthy of being taken out of that abyss ol 
secrets, Mr. Scott’s trunk, in which this arzee was found. 
It contains, as far as the prisoner thinks proper to reveal it, 
the true secret of the transaction. He confesses, first, the 
state of the ■vdzier’s country, as communicated to him in 
various accounts of the anarchy and confusion said to reign 
throughout his territories. This was in the year 1782, during 
the time that the Oude correspondence was not communicated 
.to the council. 

He next stated, that neither the ■vdzier, nor his minister, nor 
Mr. Middleton, nor Mr. Johnson, ever ■wrote 'to him on the 
state, of affairs. Here then are three or four persons aU nomi- 
nated by himselfj every one of them supposed to be in his 
strictest confidence; tne Nabob and his vassal Hyder Beg 
Khfin being, as we shaU show afterwards, entirely his depend- 
ants ; and yet Mr. Hastings declares, that not one of them 
had done their duty, or had ■written him one word concerning 
the state, of the country, and the anarchy and confusion -that 
prevailed in it, and that when the Nabob did ■write, his as- 
sertions were contrary to the real state of things. Now this 
irregular correspondence which he carried on at Lucknow, 
and which gave him, as he pretends, this contradictory inform- 
ation, was, as your lordships ■will see, nothing more nor 
less than a complete fiaud. • 

, Tour lordships ■will next observe, that he tells the vakeel 
his reason for turning him out was, that he had been patron- 
ized by other gentlemen. This was true ; but they had a 
right to patronize him, and they did not patronize him L^om 
private motives, but in- direct obedience to the order of the 
court of directors. He then adds the assurance which he 
. had received fi:om Mr, Bristow, that he .would be perfectly 
obedient to him, Mr. Hastings, in future ; and he goes on to 
teU the vakeel, that he knew the ■vdzier was once weU pleased 
with him (Mr. Bristow), and that his formal complaihia 
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tgsmrt thn iprore ■written at tbn mstigatloii of Mr Middle 
ton, 

Hero u another ducorew, iot lotda. "When he reeaBet, 
ilr Briftcnr, he did it under the pretence of lU being d^ 
tired by the Nabob of Oode; and that contetjuMitly he 
wtmld not keep at theNobob'e court a man that was disagree* 
able to bun Tet, irhen the thing come* to be opened, it 
appeartthatllr Middleton had maw tbe Nabob, tmwiUuigly, 
write a falte letter Thu tnbonulion of faltebood tppeert 
ftleo to hare been known to Mr Haatmga, Did be, euber 
as tbe natoral guardian and protector of reputation of hb 
fdlow eerranta, or aa tbe ommal admtmftrator of tlK) Uw* of 
hia country^ or oa a faithibl aerrant of the Oompony, erer 
cadi Mr Mddletcm to an aetxTust for it P No, norer lb 
ereiybodr, therefore, acquainted with the duractera and 
drcumatonocfl of the paitica concerned, tbe ccneltmon will 
appear erident, that m waa hunsclf tbe author of it , but 
lordahipa wSI find there it no end of hu inaoleoce and 
Qopheity 

He next teQa the tikeel, that tbe rceeon why he poetpoood 
the nuaskm of Mr Bristow to Lucknow was leat iht people 
of Lucknow ahouid think be had obtained bta appouittorat 
m canaequanoe of orders from Europe, and eootrary to the 
Goremor’a lucHnotion Too teo, my lords, bo irould hare 
tho people of the country bebero, that tber are to receire tbe 
person appointed rceident, not ai appofaitea bytbe Company, 
but in conaequenee of hia being under Jfr Haatingi’a par* 
tygilHf patronage j and to reuMne from them any auspidoti 
tbot tbe resident would ob^ the tffdera of tbe court of di* 
rectors, or ai^ orders but hu own, he ptoceeda in tbe manner 
I haro read to ytmr lordahipa. 

You hero ace the whole maehhieTy of tbe b T U incsa t be re- 
mores Mr Bnatow, eootrary to the orders of tbe court of 
director s . VThj P Because, aayi be to tbe court of directors, 
the Nabob complained of him, and detired it Its hero rays, 
that he knew tbe Nabob did not deibre it, but that tho letter 

complaint really and subflanbaHy waa Jfr 3fi(UWon'a. 
lautly, aa ho rcc^ Mr Bnatow, to be wiahea him to be 
csllcu back in the same fictitious and frmodulcnt maoner. 
Thu aratom of fraud proroa that there is not one letter frtua 
that wnntiy, not one act of IbU 'rixicr, not one act of hia 
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ministers, not one act of his amhassadors, hut what is false 
and. fraudulent. And now tliink, my lords, first of the slavery 
of the Company’s servants, subjected in this manner to the 
arbitrary will and corrupt frauds of Mr. Hastings ! Next 
think of the situation of the princes of the country, obliged 
to complain without matter of complaint, to approve without 
satisfaction, and to have all their correspondence fabricated 
by Mr. Hastings at Calcutta ! 

But, my lords, it was not indignities of this kind alone 
that the native princes suffered from this system of fraud 
and duplicity. Their more essential interests and those of 
the people were involved in it ; it pervaded and poisoned the 
whole mass of their internal government. 

Who was the instrument employed in all this double deal- 
ing P Gobind Earn, the vizier’s diplomatic minister at Cal- 
cutta. Suspicions perpetually arise in his mind, whether he 
is not cheated and imposed upon. He could never tell when 
he had Mr. Hastings fixed upon any point. He now finds 
him recommending Mr. Middleton, and then declaring that 
Mr. Middleton neglects the duty of his office, and gives him, 
Grobind Ram, information that is fraudulent and directly con- 
trary to the tenth. He is let into various contradictory se- 
crets, and becomes acquainted with innumerable frauds, 
falsehoods, and prevarications. He knew that the whole 
pretended government of Oude was from beginning to end a 
deception ; that it was an imposture for the purpose of cor- 
ruption and peculation. Sucn was rhe situation of the Na- 
bob’s vakeel. The Nabob himself was really at a loss to 
know who had and who had not the Governor’s confidence ; 
whether he was acting in obedience to the orders of the 
court of directors, or whether their orders were not always 
to he disobeyed. He thus writes to Gobind Bam, who was 
exactly in the same uncertainty. 

“ As to the commands of Mr. Hastings, which you write 
on the subject of the distraction of the country, and the want 
of information from me, and his wishes that, as INIr. John 
Bristow has shown sincere wishes and attachment to Mr. 
BLastings, I should write for him to send hlr. John Bristow ; 
it would have been proper and necessary for you privately 
to have understood what were Mr. Hastings’s real intentions. 
Whether the choice of sending Mr. John Bristow was his 
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oim dctire, or iThetbcr it 'wm in compUmce with Mr Mmw 
phonon'i j that I might then ^re wntten ccmfonnahly 
thereto | wntlngi are noir aemt to you for both Har- 

ing pnratelj undenrtood the wiihe* cf Ji& Hiutirtgi, deliver 
whichever oi the wntinn ho ahould order yon, for I etody 
Mr Haatmga’f aatufkcnoo j irhoorer it hat fiie^ u mioe, 
end whooTor ii hie eneinj is mme { bnt in both these 

wuhei are the some j that hsTinjg consented to the paper 
of qneatioiis which Major Davy earned with him, and hanng 
giren me the anthonty of the tsountry, whomerer bo may af 
terwardi appoint, 1 am aafeefied ) I am now brought to great 
dutreaa by these gentlemen, who nnn mo ; m caao ofeon- 
sent, I am contented with Majors Dary and Bilmer Here- 
after, whatorer may be Ifr ETastnigi’i deaire, it ii best ” 
Hero is a poor, miserabJe inftrumeat, ctmfeaainff bimseh 
to be foeh, rmned by Mr Hastm^a pnbbc agents, Mr Mid- 
dleton and M> Johnson , rofaiedDy bis nnmte agents. Major 
Davy and Major Palmer | mined equally by them ail , and 
at deelarmf in a tone of demir, ** If yon hare a mind 
really to keep filujor Da^ and Major Pafeer here, why I 
most oonsent to it. Ho wut yon plcaso with me } I am yonr 
creatoro 1 for God'a sake, let mo hare a little mt," 

Toor lordships shall next hear what accmint Hyder Beg 
TThAn, the risiers pnme mmutcr, ctres of tbo sitnatioa in 
which be and htf master were plar^ 


Sriraei efa Lttitrfrowi IMrr Ay J34a ; recacfJ 2Isf 

Jfril, 1785 

" I hope that such orders and commands as rdate to the 
fnendship between hii highness and the OorapanT's portro- 
menu and to yoct will, may be sent Ihioogh Major Palmer, 
In your own private letters, or In yoor letters to the major, 
who is appointed from yon at the preeeneo of bis h^bnm, 
that, in oMiencw to your orders, be mar proper^ eiplaln 
your commands, and whaterer aflalr may be settled, he may 
flrtt secretly inform you of it j and anerwards bb hlghnew 
may, conformably thereto, wnto an answer, and I also may 
represent it. By thb system, your pteasoro will alwsys bo 
fully made known to hb ht^nen, and its bighnets and w# 
win eiecnto wbstcTer may be your orders, wilioat deriailag 
a hair’s breadth j and let not the rrprwcnUtlons of interteted 
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persons be approved of, bccnxise bis bigbness makes no oppo- 
sition to your M-ill ; and I, your servant, am ready in ooe- 
dionco and service, and 1 make no excuses.’* 

Now, my lords, was tberc ever such a discovery made of 
the arcana of any public theatre ? You see here behind the 
ostensible scenery all tlm crooked working of the machinery 
developed, and laid open to the world. You now see by 
what secret movement the master of the mechanism has con- 
ducted the great Indian opera, an opera of fraud, deceptions, 
and harlequin tricks. You have it all laid open before you. 
The ostensible scene is drawn aside ; it has vanished from 
your sight. All the strutting signors, and all the soft sig- 
noras, arc gone; and instead of a brilliant spectacle of de- 
scending chariots, gods, godde.‘?scs, sun, moon, and stars, you 
have nothing to gar.c on but slicks, wire, ropes, and ma- 
chiuciy. You find the appearance all false and fraudulent ; 
and you see the whole trick at once. .(Ml this, my lords, we 
owe to i\Iajor Scott’s trunk, which, b}' admitting us behind 
the scene, has enabled us to discover the re.al state of Mr. 
Hastings’s government in India. And can your lordships 
believe that all this mechanism of fraud, prevarication, and 
falsehood could have been intended for any purpose but to 
forward that robbery, corruption, and peculation by which 
Air. Hastings has destroyed one of the nnest countries upon 
earth I Is it necessary, after this, for me to tell you tluit 
you are not to believe one word of the correspondence stated 
by him to have been received from India ? This discovery 
goes to the whole matter of the whole government of the 
country. You have seen what that government was, and by 
and by jmu shall see the effects of it. 

Your lordships have now seen this trunk of Air. Scott’s 
produemg the effects of Aladdin’s lamp, of which your lord- 
ships may read in books much more worthy of credit than 
Air. HAstings’s correspondence. I have given all the credit 
of this precious discovery to Air. Scott’s trunk ; but, my lords, 
I find that I have to ask pardon for a mistake, in supposing 
the letter of Hyder Beg Kh&n to bo a part of !RIr. Hastings’s 
correspondence. It comes from another quarter, not much 
less singular, and equally authentic and mumpeachable. But 
though it is not from the trunk, it smells of the trunk ; it 
smella of the leather. I was ns proud of my imaginary ms* 
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^overy u R a iKiho Pandia vta, tint of bn tncotton bad 
ducorered a twta of Iron m •ome vine, *tiiV>i*¥p ^ taste 
rf laefliw in tbe tame vmo, and that aftorwarda there vaa 
fotmd m tbe cask a bttlo ksy bed to a tboi» of leather, 
which had gfren to the wme a taato of both- Kov. whether 
tha letter tasted of thw of the tmnk, oe of tite bon of 

Ur Ma^beraon, I eonfeta Iwaa a little ont in my reggtttion 
and taate. Ita letter mqneetlon waa written bj^yder 
Beg Khin, afier ACf Hashoga’a departure, to Ur Uaepber- 
aon, when be anceeeded to t he gorenunent. That gentleman 
thua got poMcaaon of a key to the trank, and it appean to 
have been bia mtenbona to fidjow the ateM of hia prodecea- 
eor, to act exactly in tbe "wnu* manner, and in the cune man* 
Her to rpnVe the Nabob the matnunent of hia own ram, 

Thia letter waa written by the NaboVa minister to Sir 
John blicphenon, newly inapgnnited into bia g or er mnen^ 
and who miAt be anppoaed not to bo acqnaintea with aQ the 
beat of Hr Haating^a aocrets, nor to hare bad all the trank 
cotTospoadanoe pot into hia hands. Howerer, here ia a trank 
extnc^Qaiy, and ita eontenta are mueb in the manner of tha 
other Tbe Nobob’a ae^uamta him with tbe whole 

aeeret of tbe syatetn. It ia pUin that the Nabob conaideted 
it aa a aystem not to be altered ; that there waa to be nothing 
true, nothing aboTfr.board, nothing open in the gorcrnment of 
hiaa^tra. when yoathoaeee that therecan MlitUedoobt 
of tbe troe nature of the gorenunent, 1 am ture that ber^ 
after, when we come to wmidilrr the effecta of that gorern* 
mrnt, it will clear up, and br^ borne to the priaoncr at your 
bar all we aball hare to as/ open Ihia aub^ech 
Hr Uaatinga hanng thrown off completely the authonty 
of tbe Company, oa you hare aeen ^hsnng trampled upou 
those of tbm seiwahta who had manifested aiw aymptom of 
Independence, or who connderod the orden of the direclon 
aa a rale of tnelr conduct haring brought ere r y EngUsb- 
TpsTi under hta yoke, and mado them supple and fit m^n>< 
ments for all hta deaigna, then garo it to be undfntood that 
au^ alone were fit persona to Iw ereplored in important af* 
Cura of state. Oonnto, my lords, the elTect of this upon tb* 
whole aorricc. Not one man that appears to pay any regard 
to the authority of the dlrectora Is to expect that anr regaru 
wUl be paid to hlroadC So that thia man not ooly rebels 
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liimself in bis own person ngninst the nutboritj of tbo Com- 
pany, but be makes all tbeir servants join bim in tbia very 
rebellion. Think, my lords, of this state of things j and I 
wish it never to pass from yom* minds that I liave called him 
tbo captain-general of the whole host of actors in Indian 
iniquity, under whom that host was arrayed, disciplined, and 
paid. This language which I used was not, as fools have 
thought proper to call it, offensive and abusive ; it is in a 
proper criminatory tone, justified by the facts that I have 
stated to you; and in every step we take it is justified more 
and more. I take it as a text upon which I mean to preach ; 
I take it ns a text, which I wish to have in your lordships’ 
memory from the beginning to the end of this proceeding. 
Ho is not only guilty of iniquity himself, hut is at the head 
of a system of iuiquit}'' and rebellion ; and will not suffer, 
with impunity, any one honest man to exist in India if ho 
can help it. Every mark of obedience to the legal authority 
of the Company is by him condemned ; and if there is any 
virtue remaining in India, ns I think there is, it is not liis 
fault that it still exists there. 

IVe have shown you the servile obedience of the natives 
of the country ; wo have shown you tho miscmhlc situation 
to which a great prince, at least a person who was tho other 
day a great prince, was reduced by hlr. Hastings’s system. 
IVe shall next show you that this prince, who, unfortimately 
for himself, became a dependant on the Company, and there- 
by subjected to tho will of an arbitrary government, is made 
by him the instrument of his oivn degradation, the instru- 
ment of his (the Governor’s) fakehoods j the instrument of 
his peculations — and that he bad been subjected to all this 
degradation for the purposes of tho moat odious tyranny, 
violence, and corruption. 

hir. Hastings, ha\dng assumed the government to himself, 
soon made Oude a private domain. It had, to bo sure, a 
public name, but it was to all practical intents and purposes 
his park or his warren ; a place, as it were, for game, whence 
he drew out or killed at an earlier or later season, as he 
thought fit, anything he liked, and brought it to his table 
according as it served his purpose. Before I proceed, it will 
not be improper for me to remind your lordships of the legi- 
timate ends to which all controlline and superintending powei 
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ong'ht to bo dlreotod, 'Wbotber a man acquire* tlm porcr 
hw or by uiurpation, there *re certain duhe* attached to 
hu ttatioD Let xia now aee what these dutree are 

The flrtt ii to take caro of that Tital pnnaple of erery 
atate, its rovenue. The next i* to prreerre the nmgutraoy 
and legal aathontiei, m hanonr, rrep ^ t, and force. And the 
tiurd to pre ter r e the p ro perty, moreeble and immorenble, cJ 
all the people oommitied to ^ charge. 

In r^ard to hti dr*t doty, the protection of the rerentte { 
your loT^hipi win dnd that freip tnroe milhona and upward*, 
which I itated to bo the rerenne of Onde, and which Mr. 
Halting*, I b^ere, or anybody for him, hu nerer thought 
proper to deny — tt tank under hu management to about 
£1,440,000 : am eren thia, Mr Middleton ny* (a* you may 
Bce in yonr minute*), was not completely realized. Thus, 
my Jortu, yon »» that one half of tins whole rrmmuo of the 
country wu loat oiler it came into Mr Haatmgt'a manage* 
xnent 17611, but it mar perhap* be laid thl* wu owing to 
the 2fabob'i own impruaence Ho mb thing, my lord* ) it 
could not bo * 0 ) for the whole rail adminlatratm and go* 
remment of the country wu m the band* of Mr. IlotiDgs'f 
agents, pobhe or prirato. 

To let you aee trow prenddent Mr Hutitgi’* manogement 
of it waa, I aball produce io your lorduhip cue of the prin* 
cipal manmurre* that ho adopted for the iroprorcment of the 
roreniie and for the happlneu and pro* pen ty of iho country, 
the latter of which will olwayt go along, more or lea*, with 
the fir^ 

Tbo Nabob, whore acta your lordahip* hare now learned to 
appreciato u no other than tho act* of Mr Halting*, write* 
to the council to hare * body of Bntlah officer* for tne pur- 
pore* of improring the dudpUne of hi* troop*, eoUcctiog hi* 
roTcnue*, and reprereing dumder and outrage among hi* tub- 
ject*. Thia propo»al wu o*ten»ibly fair and proper | and If 
I had been ui toe cotmcil at that time, and the Ha^b had 
really and boni fide made toeh a requeet, I •hould barr »aki 
bo had taken a rery reaaonabJe end judioou* itep, and (hit 
tl» CJompany otmht to aid bun In hi* derign. 

Among the o^cer* rent to Oude, io coowpienre of thi* 
roqaWtlon, wu the well-lmown Colonel Ifanirar, a man 
wbore namo will bo billerty and long remembered in lodna 
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This person, wc nnderstnnd, lind hcon recominondcd to Mr. 
Hastings by Sir Elijah Impcy, and his appointment ■vvns the 
natural consequence of sucli patronage. I say tho natural 
consequence, because Sir Elijah Impcy appears on your 
minutes to have been Mr. Hastings’s private agent and nego- 
tiator in Oude. In that light, and in that lignt only, 1 con- 
sider Colonel Hannay in tliis business. "We cannot pi’ovo 
that be •was not of l^Ir. Hastings’s own nomination originally 
and primarily ; hut whether we talce him in this way, or ns 
recommended by Sir Elijah Impcy, or anybody else, ]\Ir. 
Hastings is equally responsible. 

Colonel Hannay is scut up by Mr. Hastings, and has tho 
command of a brigade, of two regiments I think, given to 
him. Thus far all is apparently fair and easily understood ; 
but in this country we find everything in masquerade and 
disguise. "Wo Cmd this man, instead of being an officer, 
farmed the revenue of the country, ns is proved by Colonel 
Lumsden and other gentlemen, who were his sub-farmers and 
his assistants. Here, my lords, we have a man who appeared 
to have been sent up the country as a commander of troops, 
• agreeably to the ISTabob’s request ; and who, upon our inquiry, 
we discover to have been farmer-general of tho countr)' ! 
"We discover this with surprise ; and I believe tiU our in- 
quiries began it was unknown! in Europe. "W^e have, however, 
proved upon your lordships’ minutes, by an evidence pro- 
duced by hir. Hastings himself, that Colonel Hnnuny was 
actually farmer-genera^of the countries of Barratch and Gur- 
ruckpore. TVe have proved upon your minutes that Colonel 
Hannay was the only person possessed of power in the coun- 
.try ; that there was no magistrate in it, nor any administra- 
tion of the law whatever. "We have proved to your lordships 
that in his character of farmer-general he availed himself of 
the influence derived from commanding a battalion of soldiers; 
in short, we have proved that the whole power, civil, mili- 
tary, municipah and financial, resided in him ; and we further 
refer your lordships to Mr. Lumsden and Mr. Halhed for the 
authority which he possessed in that country. Your lord- 
ships, I am sure, wul supply with your diligence what is 
defective in my statement ; 1 have therefore taken the liber- 
ty of indicating to you where you are to find the evidence to 
which I refer. You will there, my lords, find this Colonel 
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cu^t to bo dcreeted. ‘Wbotber a man acquire* thn portt 
bj- Uw OP by ufuppaticm, theipo are eertam dutiea attacbed to 
hu ataboiu Let m now aee wbat tbeM dxitle* are. 

The flpit IS to take cbpb of that Tital principle of erery 
ftate, it* rorenue The next is to preaerro tbe magiatracy 
and legal autbonho*, m bonour, i«pect, and force. Xnd tbe 
third to preeerr© flj© p r o p erty, zooresbh and ImmcrreaMe, of 
all tbe people committed to hi* charge. 

In lOTBid to bi» flrat duty, tbe protection of the rerenue j 
your kn^bips wiU And that tniin tnree millions and upwards, 
Triucb I stated to be tbe rorenue of Oade, and wbrcb Bfr. 
Hastmga, I beliere, or anybody for him, has Dcrer thought 
prtrper to deny — it sunk under hi* management to about 
£1,440,000 : and eren this, Mr Middleton nys (as you may 
soe in yoor minutes), was not completely rcalked. Thus, 
my lor^ yon see that one half of tbo whole rerenue of tbe 
country was lost alter it came into Mr Hastings’s manage* 
ment. *Well, but it mar perfaan be said this was owing to 
tie ^Taboi'’! own impruaoiee. Ao snei t&mg, my AntZs; ft 
could not be so ( for the whole real admimstretion and go* 
roniment of tho co unt ry was in tbe hands of Mr lluhngi's 
agent*, public or pnrate. 

To let you see bow prorildent Mr Hsstrugs*# management 
of it waa, I shall produce lo yoor lordship one of tho prm* 
dpal mancBUTres that bo adopted for tbe xroprcrrcnicnt of tbe 
rorenue and for tbe hMpines* and proepenty the country, 
tbe latter of which wul alwap go along, more or less, with 
the flrtt, 

Tlw Nabob, wboae act* your lordship hare now learned to 
ap pre cia te as no other than tbo acts ol Mr DuUng*. write* 
to tbo coonefl to hare a body of Dqtlsh ofEteT* for tne pur- 
pote* of impronng the discipline of hi* troop, collecting his 
rorenue* and repressing disc^orsnd outrage among bis sub- 

i ect* Thu proposal was ostensibly Cur and proper | and If 
' bad been in toe council at that time, and tbo Nateb bad 
really and bonA fide made each a request, I shoold barr said 
he had taken a rery reasonable and judioous step, and that 
the Company ought to aid bun in hi* design. 

. Among tbe officers sent to Oude. m consequmee of this 
requiritxm, was tbo well known Cohwl llioaar. a mao 
whose name will bo bitterly and long mnembcTed in India. 
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This person, we understand, had been recominended to Mr. 
Hastings- by Sir Elijah Impey, and bis appointment was the 
natural consequence of such patronage. I say tbo natural 
conseq^nence, because Sir Elijah Impey appears on your 
minutes to have been Mr. Hastings’s private agent and nego- 
tiator in Oude. In that light, and in that light onlj--, I con- 
sider Colonel Hannay in this business. "We cannot pi’ovo 
that he was not of Mr. Hastings’s own nomination origmally 
and primarily ; but whether we take him in this way, or as 
recommended by Sir Elijah Impey, or anybody else, !Mr. 
Hastings is equally responsible. 

Colonel Hannay is sent up by Mr. Hastings, and has the 
Command of a brigade, of two regiments I think, given to 
him. Thus far all is apparently fair and easily understood ; 
but in this country we find everything in masquerade and 
disguise. "We find this man, instead of being an olEcei', 
farmed the revenue of the country, as is proved by Colonel 
Lumsden and other gentlemen, who were his sub-farmers and 
his assistants. Here, my lords, we have a man who appeared 
to have been sent up the country as a commander of rioops, 

• agreeably to the Habob’s request ; and who, upon our inquiry, 
we discover to have been farmer-general of the country I 
We discover this with surprise; and I believe rill our in- 
quiries began it was unknown in Europe. We have, however, 
proved upon your lordships’ minutes, by an evidence pro- 
duced by Mr. Hastings himself, that Colonel HannaV was 
actually farmer-genera^of the countries of Barratcb and Ghir- 
ruckpore. We have-proved upon your minutes that Colonel 
Hannay was the only person possessed of power in the coun- 
try; that there was no magistrate in it, nor any administra- 
tion of the law whatever. We have proved to your lordships 
that in his character of farmer-general he availed himself of 
the influence derived fi’om commanding a battalion of soldiers ; 
in short, we have proved that the whole power, civil, mili- 
tary, mumcipaL and financial, resided in him ; and wo further 
refer your lordships to Mr. Lumsden and Mr. Halhed for the 
authority which he possessed in that country. Your lord- 
®hms, I am sure, will supply with your diligence wliat is 
defective in my statement ; I have therefore taken tho liber- 
ty of indicating to you where you are to find tho ovi donee to 
.which I refer. You will there, my lords, find this Colonel 
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Humaj m t felse dianxcter— h© u otteniibh glren to tbe 
Nabob M a comminder of his troopsj while m nsb^ he a 

fbrood upon that piinoe asks fiu^nerwgmwaL HeishiTrtted 

■with tie -whole oommand of the couDtrT. while the sorereign 
11 t mnMft to control him, or to pFereot hu >rrfnrting fVoni the 
people whatever be pleoea. 

If w» are ashed what the temi of lii Ann were r— wo 
cannot ducover that he Armed the county at bdt eertam 
ffom. "We cannot diacorer that ho waa aobjected to anj 
terma, or confined by tm Aimed with arbitiaiy 

power, and cercmng power nuder a Also title, hii ei« 
ftctkma from the poor natiTCS were only lumted by bit own 
pleaanre. Under these otroamatancnL we are now to aak 
what there was to prevent him from robbing and rmning the 
people , and what aecuntj against his lobtong the exchequer 
of the person whose rereune be fanned f 

Yoa are told by the witnesses m the deaieat manner, and, 
aftw what vtru have beard of the state of Ou^ von cannot 
donbt the Act, that nobody, not even the Kaboo, dsitd to 
complain agaloit himt that he was considered as a nwi 
astbonx^ and snpported by tbe power of the British gove r n^ 
xnent, and it u proved in tbe evidence before yoo that he 
vexed and harassed the cotmtiT to tbe utmost extent which 
we hare stated in oar artide of charge^ and whidi you wooM 
naturally expect Aom a gum acting under aneb fruso names 
with such real powet a . We hare proved that Crom »me of 
the pnnej^ eemiodars m that countiT, who held Anns let to 
them for 27,000 rupees a year, a rent of 00,000 was demanded, 
and In some cases enforc^ 1 and that upon the rcfuBol of one 
of to comply with this demand, oe was dmen out of 
the country. 

Your kudahips will find in the endeoee before you, that 
the inhabitant! of tbe country were not only harassed m 
tbdr foTtu DCS, but cmdly treated in their pers^ YouhaTO 
it upon Mr Halbed’s endonce, and it ia not attempted, that 
I know oC to bo contradicted, that the people were confined 
in open cares exposed to the scorching kat of the sun, for 
pretended or real arreaps of renti it U miiflercnt which, bv 
I consider aU confinement of the pervon to sopwwl an 
arbitrarr exaction, to bo an abomination not to bo toJetatrd. 
Huy hare eedeeroortd, Indeed, to weaken tha evidence by 
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icieri in ui, nor orer fuHen m to 'rant a rnf !n oT y of it. 
Thosu, therefore, who seek to flj their cormtiT, onlj wish 
to flj from opprouion, end wh^ other proof «*wii ytm want 
of tnla oppreaawn, irbeu, aa a witnesi bai told yoo. Colonel 
H an n ay 'waa oblig^ to pot ban and goarda to confine the 
inhabifauitB within the eo iintr y f "Wo have aym, therefore, 
nature violated In iti atrongeat prindplea, TYe have leen 
TmHmited and arbitrary exaction avowra on no pretence of 
any law, rule, or aire fixed mode by which tbeao people were 
to M dealt with. Jul theee facta have prored before 
yonr lordahipa by oofttre and unwilling ‘witnereea. In con* 
eeyience of theae Tiolent and cruel oppreasiona, a general re* 
belUon breeka ont in the country, aa waa naturaSy to Iw 
expected. The inhabitonta riae as If by common conaent j ' 
er^ fimner, er^ proprietor of land, ererr man who loved 
hii famPy and hia ooontiT, and had not fied for refuM, roae 
in rebelfion, aa they call It, My lorda, they did reW \ It 
wu a joat rebePion. Inaorrection waa there iovt and 
inaamoch ea Oolong Hannay, in defiance of the lawa and rijpita 
of the people, exerciaed a riandeation, PJegil aothority, agamat 
which there can be no rebellion in ita proper aesae. 

Ai a rebellion, bowerer, and aa a rebellion of tbe meet tm- 
proroked kincL it woi treated by Colonel ITannay t and to 
one inatanoo of the meani taken for inpprrtsincit,as proved 
by cridence beforo yotir lordahipi, I v^ Joit beg Irate to 
call yonr attention. One hondrra and fifW of tbe inhabit- 
ant! had been that up in one of the mod lorts I have men- 
tioned I tbe people of the eoontry In their rage attacked tbo 
fort and demanded the priaonerej they called for their 
brother!, their fathera, their hoibandj, who were eonfinrd 
there. It vras attacked by tbe joint aasaolt of men and 
women. The man who eommandra in the fort immediately 
ent ofi* the hoada of efehteen of the prinapal priKmerv, and 
toned them over the MttlemenU to tbe anaiianU. There 
happened to be a priaoner in the fort, a man loved find re* 
epectod In hb eoimtiy, and who, whelber lovtly or unhutly, 

waa bononred and modi Cfteemed br all the m^le. ^Oivo 
Ui our Eajah, Moitapha Khin ” (that viav the name of tbo 
man confined), cried out the aiaaPanta. VTe aaked tbo vriU 
neu at your W, what he vru coofined for | be did net kn jw. 
but hfi raid that Colaoel Hamuy had confined him, and 
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preoed tlut effort bj a crrtt repmnapd, teDmg him indeed 
at the nme time. ** I do not force you to receiTe him.” (In- 
deed the Nahoh*i iHnatum had m rt force enon^) Inie 
Nabob, I taj-.^aa forced to receiTe him } andagimMr a T ag ea 
and deetroya that derotcd eo iuiti y, till the tano of which I 
hare been juat ipeaking , when he waa dnrrn out of it finalljr 
br the rebellion, end , aa too maT rmaciae. deuerted Kke a 
i^fonofbW 

It la ttated in endenee upon jour minutea, that tUi 
bloated leech went back to Cahmtta, that be was auppcied 
fhsm a atate of debt (in winch he waa known to hate been 
when be loft that ertr) fo hare retnmed fitan Oude with 
the handaome tnro oi £800^000, of which JCSC^OOOwaain 
gold mohun. Tbn ti dedai^ to be the umrcrnl opinion 
in Indm, and no man baa eror eontnulleted it. Ibn peraona 
hare giren endenee to that effect, noi one haa contnidicted 
it from that hour to tbia, that I erer heard oC The man m 
now no more, IHietber hia famflj hare the whole of the 
plunder or not ( what mrtnerahip there waa m this boainetf ( 
what aham, wEtat drridenda were made, and wbo got them ( 
•—about all thia public optmon nnried, and we can with cer« 
taintj afilnn nothing ; — but there eodi^ the life and enldia 
of Colonel ETannay, tarmer-geoeial, ciril officer, and mUiUrr 
commander of Bomteh ana Qnrruckpore. But not n eii(^^> 
ed 3Cr IlMtinga t proccedmga- 

Soon after the return of Colonel Haanaj to Calcutta, tbia 
mlaerable J^abob rcceired mfenigeDee,whkhconturTent pub- 
lic fame aupported, that Ur Hastinga meant to tend bim up 
Into the country agum on a aecond eipeditionj proboblT 
with aome auefa order aa thi»— Tou bare aucked blood enough 
for yourtcll^ now try what you can do for tout nnpbboura 
The I>abob waa not likely to be imMuformeiL IIH thmd and 
agent Gotnnd Kam was at Calcutta, and had couitant aeceaa 
toall ^^r lEaatinga'a people 3tr iraatmgahlnuelf tells you 
what instruction tbm rakeeb always ure to search into 
onddUoorerali intranaactiob*. Thb Oobiud Jbm, alarmed 
with strong apprebenuonf, and struck with horror at tbcTcry 
Idea of »u«) an ercot, appmeJ his waster of bis belief that 
iJr Hastioga meant to send Colonel llarmay again Into the 
country Jodgo now, my lordi^ wh-it Colonel llam ay must 
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hare been, from tbe declaration wbicb I ■will novr read to 
you, extorted from that miserable slave tbe Nabob, "wbo tbua 
addresses Mr. Hastings : 

“My country and house belong to you ; there is no dif- 
ference. I hope that you desire in your heart the good of 
thy concerns. Colonel Hannay is inclined to request your 
permission to be employed in the aflairs of this quarter. If 
by any means any matter of this .country dependent on me 
should be entrusted to the Colonel, I swear by the holy 
Prophet that I ■will not remain here, but vriU go from hence 
to you. From yom* kindness let no concern dependent on 
nie be entrusted to the Colonel ; and oblige me by a speedy 
answer, which may set my mind at ease.” We know very 
well that the prisoner at your bar denied his having any in- 
tention to send him up. We cannot prove them, but we 
maintain that there were grounds for the strongest suspicions 
that he entertained such intentions ; he cannot deny the 
reality of this terror which existed in the minds of the Nabob 
and his people, under the apprehension that he was to be 
sent up, which plainly showed that they, at least, considered 
there was ground enough for charging him ■with that inten- 
tion. What reason was there to think that he should not be 
sent a third time, who had been sent twice before ? Certainly 
none, because every circumstance of Mr. Hastings’s proceed- 
ing was systematical, and perfectly well kno^wn at Oude. 

But suppose it to have been a false report ; — it shows aU 
that the managers wish to show, the extreme terror which 
these creatures ' and tools of Mr. Hastings struck into the 
people of that country. His denial of any intention of again 
sending Colonel Hannay does not disprove either the justness 
of their suspicions, or the existence of the terror which his 
very name excited. . 

My lords, I shall now call your attention to a part of the 
evidence which we have produced, to prove the terrible effects 
of Colonel Hannay’ s operations. Cfaptain Edwards, an un- • 
tainted man, who tells you that he had passed through that 
country, again and again describes it as bearing aU the marks 
of savage desolation. Mr. Holt says it has fallen from its 
former state ; that whole towns and villages were no longer 
peopled, and that the country carried e^vident marks of fam- 
me. One wo ild have thought that Colonel Hannay’s cruelty 

VOL. Tin. I, 
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-tnd depredstioTtt inrald bar© aatiated Hr. Histingi. Ifo. 
Ho final another military collector, a Hajor Oibome, Tho, 
haring enlTered in hi* preferment br tho lentence of a coTirt- 
martial, irbether jnitly or nnjnrtlj X nather know nor onr, 
wo* appointod to the command w a thcnuand men, in the 
prorince* of Onde ; hot reallr, to the admnnttration of tho 
rerenne* of tho conntiT. lie adnu mitered them mnA in 
the nme manner as Colonel Hnnmqr had done. He, hoW'* 
erer, trnnamitted to the goronunent at Calcatta a partial 
representation of the state of the prorinccs, the sabstance ot 
which wTLs, that the natiTe* wore exposed to ercry kind ol 
peculation, and that tho eoontij was in a horrible state ol 
confhsion and disorder. Xhis is open the Company's records | 
and, althoagh not prodoced In endmeo, tout loraibips ma^ 
find it, forit has hcen printed orer and oror again. Thu 
man went up to the 'Ylncr; in conscqoenco of whose com- 
plaint, and too nmewed cries of the poople, hlr. Hastings was 
soon cdihgcd to recall him. 

But, mr lords, lot us go from Major Oshorno to the rest of 
these military narreyort of rerenue Tour lordships shall 
hear the '\'ixier*i own aceoont of what be rofiered from British 
oOlcon, and into what a stale hir. Hastings brought that 
coontry, by the agency of oIBcer* who, nnorr the pretence 
of defending it, were mrested with power* which enabled 
them to commit most homble abuses in tho admimstratioo 
of the rorenne, tho collection of oistoas, and tho monopoly 
of the markets. 

Oopy Ltller from tile JVliioi Tlrier^fe tke Oeremor* 

Enteral. 

“ All the officers itaHoned with the brigade at Cswnpore, 
Futtyghur, Parongbur, and Furrsekabad, and other pbers, 
write purwannas, and giro poaitiro or d er* to the aomlls of 
these pUocs, rctpocling the gndn, 4c. i from which conduct 
thecountrywiUbecomBdepoptiUttd- I am hopeful from your 
fnendship that you will wnie to all three gentlemen not to 
isne onw, 4c., to the amnn*. and not to send troops into 
tho mahali of theeirearj and for whaterer quantity or pain, 
4c., they may want, they wfll IMotm me sad the restdeat, 
and wo will write It to the aamfls, who shall cause it to be 
sent than erery month and I will deduct the price of then 



% 

■WAEKEN HASTHTGS, ES?. 147 

from the tuncahs ; this -mil he agreeable both to me and to 
the ryots.” 

A copy of a svihseguent Letter from the Ttzier to JRajah 
Qohind Item. 

“ I some time ago wrote you the particulars of the conduct 
of the officers, and now write them again. The officers and 
gentlemen who are at Cawnpore, and Futtyghur, and Da- 
runghur, and other places, by different means act very tyran- , 
nicaUy and oppressively towards the aumils and ryots and 
inhabitants ; and to whomsoever that requires a dustueb 
they give it, with their own seal affixed, and send for the 
aumils and punish them. Tf they say anything, the gen- 
tlemen make use of but two words ; one — that is for the 
brigade, and the second — that is to administer justice. The 
particulars of it is this, that the bipparies will bring their 
grain from all quarters, and sell for their livelihood. There 
is at present no war to occasion a necessity for sending for it. 
If none comes, whatever quantity will be necessary every 
month, I wiU mention to the aumils that they may bring it 
for sale ; but there is no deficiency of grain. The gentle- 
men have established gunges for their own advantage, called 
Colonel Gunge at Darunghur, Futtyghur, «fcc. The collec- 
tion of the customs from all quarters they have stopped, and 
collected them at their own gunges ; each gunge is rented 
out at 30,000 to 4i0,000 riipees, and their collections paid to 
the gentlemen. They have established gunges where there 
never were any ; and where they were, those they have abol- 
ished ; 30,000 or 40,000 rupees is the sum they are rented 
at ; the collections, to the amount of a lack of rupees, are 
stopped. Major Briscoe, who is at Darunghur, has established 
a gunge, which rented out for 46,000 rupees, and has 
stopped the ghauts round about the bipparies ; and merchants 
coming from Cashmere, from Shaw Jehanabeid, and bringing 
shawls and other goods and spices, &c., from all quarters, he 
orders to his gunge, and collects the duty from the aumils, 
gives them a chit and a guard, who conduces them about 
five hundred coss : the former duties are not collected. From 
the conduct at Cawnpore, -Futtyghur, Furrackabad, &c., the 
duties from the lilla of Glora and Thlawa are destroyed and 
occasion a loss of three lacks of rupees to the duties} and • 
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th« lottes UiAt an rutamed in FnrrtAabad maj weer* 
tamed ty the Kabob Uomffir June, to irbom ercry day coin* 
phunta are made, ctxdoaiTe of tne aomils end coBocton, 
other* compWita. 'Whaterer I do, I detiro no bmefit 
from H ] 1 am remediW* and aOent ) from irhat happen* to 
me, I know that iror*e irfll happen m other place* i the *e- 
coad word, I know, ii from then* mouth* only Thi* f* the 
case. In thi* eountir fomerij. and eren now, whatever ta 
to be reeeiTed or paid among the xemzndar*, ryot* and in« 
habitant* of tbe otic*, and poor people, neither thoee who 
can pay nor those who cannot per ever make any ezrofe to 
the ahrofia , bat when they could pey, they did. In old 
debt* of fif^ year*, whoorer complam to the gentlemen, Iher 
agree that th^ ihall pay onc-foorth, and tend dortock* and 
aepoTi to bB tnt amml*, the d>owdne*, and canoongMw, and 
innaoitanti of all tbe town* , they send for everybodr, to do 
them joftiee, confine them, and aay they will attUe tro hui)< 
nesa. So roany and zmmeroDs are these culaimitK*, that 1 
know not how much room it will take np to mention them. 
3£r Crixoe tt at Damsehnr) and tbe cocnplaint* of the an 
mQ* amre dalljr I am uest. Kow 3I> lliddlrton ia eoreiag 
hero, let the ^*bob anpoint him for Ketthog all thwe affair*, 
that whatever ho ihail order those gentlemen they will do. 
From thi* cie y thing will be settled, and tho parttculan of 
thU miarter will be made known to tho J»abob I hare wnt 
ten thu, which you will deliver to the Ooremor, that ererr* 
thbg may bo eettled j and when he ha* undettlood it, what 
ever to hi* indlnatlon, ho will faroor me with it. Tho Ivtbob 
i* roaster in thu country, and to my fhend } there to no du* 
tinctioii ” 

(hpt ^ asoiXtr LeUtr, tntend «pe* tia conaaJMmn 

•iM e/ Jh.f, mi 

“I have received yonr letter, rennestlng leave for a hat* 
talion to be raised ly Captain CUrw on the same footing a* 
3r*y)r Osborne'* was, apreable to the mroevta and com* 
plamtt of Ishmiel B<^, the aumQ of lllahabad. d.c., and in 
eompUaneo with tbe drreetionvof the council Foo are writ 
ac<5ualnted with tho partlctilari and n e g gtbtlon of Ishroad 
Beg, and tbe nature of Sir Osbonie'i btttalnjn. /t tfto 6e* 
gummg of the year IIM (1770) the aflair* of lUahabad aert* 
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given on a lease of three years to Ishmael Beg, together •with 
the pergunnahs Arreol and Parra; and I gave orders for 
troops to he stationed and raised, conformable to his request. 
Ishmael Beg accordingly collected twelve hundred peons, 
which ■were not allowed to the anmil of that placo in the 
year 1185. The reason why I gave permission for tlio ad- 
ditional expense of twelve hundred peons was, that he mighi 
be enabled to manage the country witli case, and pay the 
money to government regularly. I besides sent Mr. Osborne 
there, to command in tho mahnls belonging to Illnhabnd, 
which were in the possession of Bajah Ajcit Sing ; and he 
accordingly took charge, 

“ Afterwards, in ob^ience to tho orders of the Governor- 
General, Mr. Hastings, JeUadut Jung, he was recalled, and 
the mahals placed, ns before, under Bajah Ajeit Sing. 1 
never sent Mr. Osborne to settle the concerns of Illahabad, 
for there was no occasion for him ; but Mr. Osborne, of 
himself, committed depredations and rapines •within Ishmael 
Beg’s jurisdiction. Last year the battalion which, by per- 
mission of General Sir Eyre Coote, was sent received orders 
to secure and defend Ishmael Beg against the encroachments 
of Mr. Osborne ; for the complamts of Ishmael Beg against 
the violences of ]Mr. Osborne had reached the general and 
Air. Purling ; and the Governor and gentlemen of council, 
at my request, recalled Mr. Osborne. This year, as before, 
the collections of Arreel and Parra remain under Ishmael 
Beg. In those places, some of the talookdars and zemindars, 
who had been oppressed and ill-treated by ISIr. Osborne, had 
conceived ideas of rebellion.” 

Here, my lords, you have an account of the condition of 
Darjunghur, Euttyghur, Eurruckabad, and of the whole line of 
our military stations in the Nabob’s dominions. Xou see the 
whole was one universal scene of plunder and rapine. You 
see all this was known to Air. Hastings, who never inflicted 
any punishments for all this horrible outrage. You see the 
utmost he has done is merely to recall one man, Major Os- 
borne, who was by no means the only person deeply involved 
in these charges. He nominated all these people ; he has 
never called any of them to an account. Shall I not then 
call him their captain-general ? Shall not your lordships call 
him so ? And shall any man in the kingdom call bun by 
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otber namo f "Vre tec nil tbe aecutlre, tD tb* oril laJ 
enmmol juttice of the cmmtry tctied on br him- We »e® 
tbe trade and all the dofae* teited upon br htt creaturta. 
We tee them dettrojing ettahlahed warkett, and crcathjg 
othen at their plettturt. We tee tbeiii,iQ the counlrj'of an 
nllf, and m a tune of peace, prodnnng all tbe ct)a«>gocncrf 
of ramne and of war We aeo tbe countiy nnned and de- 
populated by men who attempt to aculpato tbemaelTee by 
charging tbw unhappy Tictima with icbrfjioa 
And now, my lor^ who u It that has brought to light all 
those outra^ and complaints, tho extatenco of wlu^ has 
norer been denied, and for which no rcdrtM was errr ob- 
tained, and no panadunent orer inflicted P "Why, Mr ITs^t* 
inga himself Has broogbt them before too ; they aro foond 
in papen whidi he has trannmtted. Oo^ who milicla bllad- 
neas upon great cnmuuds. In order that they aboold meet 
With tM ptmtshment they deterre, has made him the means 
of bnngtng forward this scose, whi^ we are mahcioarlr Rud 
to liaro falsely and maliaonsly dorwd. If any one of the 
ravages cootsmed in that long ealxdogne of pnertnef* u 
false, Warren ITastiaga is the rerson who msit snswrr fw 
that indmdujd CiUoboodL If tney are gmewlly fal«, he w 
to anrrer for the taUo and calumnuitbg acniMtum | and if 
tbf^ arc true, my lorda, he only is answcrahlo \ for he sp. 
pointed those miniitcre of outrage, and ncYtr call^ them to 
account for their mucondoet 

I«et me now show your lordships the charsrtcr that Mr 
Hastings girts of all tbe British offietta. It is to bo found 
in an extract from the appeoda to that part of his Bnmr# 
narratire In which he eomrotnls upon tM trraty of Cbnnar 
bCark, my lords, what tbe mas busielf says of the whole 
military semco — “ Notwithstanding tho great benefit ablch 
tboCofnpanr would baredenred from snch an aagmenlstioa 
of their miutaiy force as there troops etmrtituted, ready to 
act on any emergmey, pre p am i and diwipUnrd without any 
charge on tb© Owopany, as the initrtntlon prefcsscd, until 
their actual s e m ce s should be rtijaiml,! bare obwiredsome 
enls rrowing out of tbe system, whifK h* *»/ 
than ©ountSislanced those adtanuget, bad they been real, 
iied in !b<^ fullest effect. Ibe remote slathrni of there 
troops, plirng tho commanding oEcers beymiJ the notles 
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and control of the hoard, afforded too much opportunity and 
temptation for unwarrantable emoluments, and excited the 
contagion of peculation and rapacity throughout the whole 
army. A most remarkable and incontrovertible proof of the 
prevalence of this spirit has been seen in the court-martial 
upon Captain Erskine, where the court, composed of officers 
ot rank and respectable characters, rmanimously and honour- 
ably, most honourably, acquitted him upon an acknowledged 
fact, which in times of stncter discipline would have been 
deemed a crime deserving the severest punishment.” 

I will now call your lordships’ attention to another extract 
from the same comment of Mr. Hastings, with respect to the 
removal of the Company’s servants, civil and military, from 
the court and service of the Vfrier. — “ I was actuated solely 
by motives of justice to him, and a regard to the honour of 
our national character. In removing those gentlemen, I di- 
minish my own influence, as weU as that of my colleagues, 
by narrowing the line of patronage ; and I expose mys^ to 
obloquy and resentment from those who are immediately af- 
fected by the arrangement, and the long train of their friends 
and powerful patrons. But their numbers, their influence, 
and the enormous amount of their salaries, pensions, and 
emoluments, were an intolerable burthen on the revenues and 
authority of the Yizier, and exposed us to the envy and re- 
sentment of the whole country, by excluding the native ser- 
vants and adherents of the Yizier from the rewards of their 
services and attachment.” 

My lords, you have here Mr. Hastings’s opinion of the 
whole military service. Ton kave here the authority and 
documents by which he supports his opinion. He states, 
that the contagion of peculation had tainted all the frontier 
stations, which contain rruch the largest part of the Com- 
pany’s army. He states that this contagion had tainted the 
whole army, every wTie^ ; so that, according to him, there 
was, throughout the Indian army, an universal taint of pecu- 
lation. — ^My lords, peculation is not a military vice. — ^Insub- 
ordination, want of attention to duty, want of order, want of 
obedience and regularity, are military vices ; but who ever- 
before heard of peculation being a mili tary vice ? In the 
case before you it became so by employing military men as 
farmers of revenue, as masters of markets and of gunges, 
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Tha departure frtnn the mDltaiy diaracter end from ttilhtm 
dutie* njtrodnced that peeohtKHi which tainted the «nnr, 
end deeoleted the domhuons of the Kaboh Tirter 
I declare when I fint reed the paeaego which ba* been Jurt 
read to 7<ntr lordihipa, in the mlancj of tha inquiry, it 
■tnch me with Artoniehmest that pei^ti<m fbottld «/ all 
emt at a militanr tico ; hut I inta etill more artonlihed at 
finding lyarren Haatm^ chaipng the leioJe Britah anuj 
•with ScjM comyited by Uua tone and deptnred apint, to e 
degree wHch tainted eren their judicial chtrarter Thia, 
tnr lorda, la a moat aenous matter The judie^ frmctxma 
01 ttolifary men are of mat ^portance in tbcmaelre# j nod, 
g CDwnHy apeakuiA there ti not any tribunal whw meabera 
are more hoibotin^ in their conduct, and more just in their 
decia ana, than thoae of a conrt'martiaL rerhapi there b not 
a tribunal in thia ctmntiy whoao reputation la rcaDymoroun* 
tainted than that of a court roartlni. It atanda aa fair m the 
opinion both of the army and of the pubbe u any tribupa), 
m a coontiy where «// triinmala ftand frdr But in India, 
tba nnaatTiTal nee of peculation, which haa no moro (o do 
with the necB of a mOJtacy charter than with Ita Tirtons 
•^thia retiomoua ipint haa pcrradedtbe tDcmhen of miliUTy 
trlbonalatoaudi an exteDt,that theyacqult,houcrurably acquit, 
!«<»*< honounibly acquit a man, •upon an acfciiowicdged SkI, 
whidi in timea of at^ter diadpUoe would bare been doemod 
0 enmo dcecrring the a o rcre a t puniahment*' 

\VbQ ayw ah thia, my lorda f Dolaayiip — ^ot it f« 
■W'arTtn Hiutinci who aayi It. He records it He you 
hia Tou^era and bb endenee, and be draw* ibe eooclusion. 
lie b the criminal accuaer of the Bnlbb army He •alio 
aita in that box eccuaea the whole Bntuib army In India. 
He haa declared them to bo ao tainted with peculation from 
bead to foot aa to bare been Induced to commit the moat 
wicked peqimca, for the jmrpoae of bconog one another ont 
in their abominable pocuutioaa. lu tbb unnatural state el 
Ihit^ and whibt tbrro b not one mililary man on Ibcie 
atationi of whom Mr Haslmgadoca not mte thb abcmlna* 
bly flagitloua charactcri rrt ercry one « tbtm hate jobed 
to pirc him the benefit of their testimony for hb bcoourabla 

intentions and conduct. 

In thb Iremcndous acene, which he hioaclf eipcac^ *r* 
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-tlicro no signs of tins cnptnin-genoralslnp •which I have allu- 
ded to ? Are there no signs of this nan’s being a captain- 
general of iniquity, nndel* whom all the spoilers of India 
were jiaid, disciplined, and supported? I not only charge 
him WMth being guilty of a thousand crimes ; but I assert, 
that there is not a soldier or a cinl servant in India whose 
culpable acts are not owing to this man’s example, conni- 
vance, and protection. Everything which goes to criminate 
them goes directly against the prisoner. Ho put them in 
a conation to plunder. He suifered no native authority or 
government to restrain them ; and he never called a man to 
am account for these flagitious acts, which ho has thought 
proper to bring before his country in the most solemn man- 
ner and upon the most solemn occasion.. 

I verily believe, in my conscience, his accusation is not 
true, in the excess, in the generality and extravagance in 
which he charges it. That it is true in a great measure we 
cannot deny ; and in that measure we, in our turn, charge 
him with being the author of all the crimes which bo de- 
nounces ; and if there is anything in the charge beyond tho 
truth, it is he who in to answer for the falsehood. 

I will now refer your lordships to his opinion of tho chdl 
sendee, as it is declared and recorded in his remarks upon 
the removal of the Company’s ci\'il servants by him from tho 
service of the Vizier. — “I was,” says he, “actuated solely 
by motives of justice to him (the Nabob of Oude), and a 
regard to the honour of our national character.” Here, you 
see, he declares his opinion, that in Oude the civil servants 
of the Company had destroyed the national character, and 
that therefore they ought -to be recalled. — “By removing 
these people,” he adds, “I diminish my patronage!” But I 
ask, How came they there ? — Why, through this patronage. 
— He sent them there to suck the blood which the military 
had spared. He sent these cml servants to do 'ten times 
more mischief than the militaiy ravagers could do, because 
they were invested with greater authority. “H,” says he, 
“ I recall them from thence, I lessen my patronage !” — But 
who, my lords, authorized him to become a patron ? What 
laws of his country justified him in forcing upon the Vizier 
the civil servants of the Company P-— What treaty authorized 
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him to do it f — Av hat ijratem of except hii ott* 

arbitral Byrtem, attibonxed bim to act tom P 

He proceodi to aay, “ I expou myself to obloqar and re- 
■entment, from thou who are immediate^ affoctei the 
airangement, and the lonj^ tram of their friendi Tid powor* 
fill pctrom.”— My lordf, it a the conxtant burthen of hi* 
■CBg, that he cannot do hii dofy , that be ia fettered m erery* 
thing { that he fean a thomand miaohiefi to happen to bim ; 
—not from hia aotmg with oarefbineM, economy, frugality, 
and m obedience to the lawi of hia cormtiy, but thin too tc^ 
rerene of all thia. Sayi he^ I am afraid I aball forfeit tm 
friTOur of the powerful patrona of thoee Ko-ranta m Bogland, 
namely, the Ijords and Commons of England, if I do Joaiice 
to the anfrering people of thia oomrtiy 

In the House of (^mmona there are imdoobtedly powecfril 
people, who may be snppoeed to be infloeneed by patronage ; 
out toe higher and more powerful part of the country !■ 
more daocUy reptwented oy your lordablpa than by m 
although wehaTO of the flnt blood of England m the Home 
of Oommona. 'We do indeed leprceen t, dt tbe Irnigbta of 
the ebiree, the landed {cterest By onr dty aod boro u gh 
member* we r^ireeeat tbe trading mtercat; we repment 
the whole people of England coUectiTely But neither blood 
nor power u roproeent^ ao fully In tli Home of Oommona 
aa tmt order which compoeee toe great body of tbe people , 
the proteotlan of which ta our peculiar duty, and to which it 
la our glory to adhere. But toe dignitiea of the country, 
the gr^ and powerful, are represented eminently by your 
loadtoipa. Aa we thercfbre would keep the loweat of tbe 
people from tbe contagkm aod dshonour of peculation and 
coTTuphon, and abore all, from exmadiig tmt rfce which, 
among commonen, a unnatural aa well aa abommable, the 
Tice of tyranny and oppre an on, *o we trmt that your lord- 
siupa wm dear yoursdrea and the higher and more powerful 
rann from glring the amalleat countenanoe to the ayatem 
which we hare doM our do^ in denouncing and bringing 
before yom 

My lorda, you hare beard tbe account of the dril serriee 
Thini of thofr nombor*, think of their influence, and tba 
tDonnoui amount of their aalanea, peniknia, and onola* 
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ments They were, yon have heard, an intolerahle burthen 
on the revenues and authority of the Yizier ; and they ex- 
posed us to the envy and resentment of the whole country, 
by excluding the native servants and adherents of the prince 
from the just reward of their services and attachments. 
Here, my lords, is the whole civil service brought before 
you. They usurp the country, they destroy the revenues, 
they overload the pnnce, and they exclude all the nobility 
and eminent persons of the count^ from the just reward of 
their service. 

Did Mr. Francis, whom I saw here a little while ago, send 
these people into that country ? Did General Clavering, or 
Colonel Monson, whom he charges with this system, send 
them there? Ho; they were sent by himself; and if one' 
was sent by anybody else for a time, he was soon recalled ; 
BO that he is himself answerable for all the peculation which 
he attributes to the civil service. You see the character 
given of that service ; you there see their accuser ; you there 
see their defender, who, after having defamed both services, 
milita^ and civil, never punished the guilty in either ; and 
now receives the prodigal praises of both. 

I defy the ingenuity of man to show that Mr. Hastings is 
not the defamer of the service. I defy the ingenuilw of man 
to show that the honour of Great Britain has not been tar- 
nished under his patronage. He engaged to remove all these 
blood-suckers by the treaty of Cbunar ; but he never execut- 
ed that treaty. He proposed to take away the temporary 
brigade ; but he again established it. He redressed no griev- 
- ance; he formed no improvements in the government; he 
never attempted to provide a remedy without increasing the 
evil tenfold. He was the primary and sole cause of all the 
grievances, civil and military, to which the unhappy natives 
of that country were exposed ; and he was the accuser of all 
the immediate authors of those grievances, without having 
punished any one of them. He is the accuser of them all. 
But the only person whom he attempted to punish was that 
man who dared to assert the authority of the court of direct- 
ors, and to claim an ofB.ce assigned to him by them, 

I will now read to your lordships the protest of General 
Clavering against the military brigade : “ Taking the army 
from the Nabob is an infringement of the rights of an inde» 
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I Trill next reed to your lordalupe % nmnite of Mr Fron- 
di’i “ By the fareffomg letter from Mr MiddletcFn, it »p. 
petrg that be baa tuen the goremmeut of the Kobob'e do* 
mfmona directly upon him*^ I 'waj not a party to th« 
reaoluttoiu which preceded that meeenre, end mil not be 
anircfenble for the consequences of iL" 

the noit paper I mil read n one introduced by the mina 
gCTtf to prore that a repreeeDtsbon was made bj the Ifabob, 
reepecthig the expenses at the ffentlemen rendent at his courts 
end writ^ after the remoral befan-inentuxied. 

Exireet qf a Letter tie VtJier to 21r JCaopierton / re 
ceioed (he ilet {ff .Aprils 17B5 
’* With respect to the expenses of the nntlemen rrbo are 
here, 1 bare before wntten in a coreitd manner } I nenr 
wnta plainly, that I bare no ability to gire money to the 
ffantlemen, b^use I am mdebted inmy lacks of rupees to 
ibe bankers, for the payment of the O^pemy's debt. At 
the Ume of Mr Hastmgs's depoiiuiv 1 represented to him 
that 1 had no reeourcet for the expenses of the gectlamen. 
Mr Hastniga, hanng ascertained zar distresMiT rituatioti, 
UM me that after his amral in Calcutta be mmld eoosult 
Tritb the councQ, and remore from hence the expenses of the 
gentlemen, and recall erery person, except the gentlemen in 
he^ At tins time, that all the concerns aro dependent 
upon you, and yoa hare m ererr pomt giTCn esse to my 
TTifni^^ according to Mr Hastinge’s agreement, I hope that 
the expenses of the gentlemen may be remored from and 
that yoa may recall ererr person residiM here beyond the 
gentlemen in office. Although M^jor Aimer does not at 
this time demand anythius for the gentlemen, and I hare no 
ability to giro tboca enytbbg yet the custom of tho En^h 
gentlemeD is, when they remain here, they trill in the end oak 
for something j this Is tett, that they should be reesUed.” 

I thiwV fto too, and your lordships will think so with mo } 
bof Jfr fiasffiifft, wf»o says that be bmeeif tboaabt tbta la 
September, 1781, and engaged to recall those genUetaen, was 
to afraid their pcnrerful friends and patrons hero, that be 
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left India, and left all tliat load of oLloquy upon his succes- 
sors. He left a Major Palmer there, in the place of a resi- 
dent ; a resident of his own, as your lordships must see ; for 
Major Palmer was no resident of the Company’s. This man 
received a salary of about £23,000 a year, which he declared 
to he less than his expenses ; by which we may easily judge 
of the enormous salaries of those who make their fortunes 
there. He was left by Mr. Hastings as his representative of 
peculation, his representative of tjn^nny. He was the second 
agent appointed to control all power ostensible and unosten- 
sible, and to head these gentlemen whose “custom,” the Na- 
bob says, “was in the end to ask for money.” Money they 
must have ; and there, my lords, is the whole secret. 

I have this day shown your lordships the entire dependence 
of Oude on the British empire. I have shown you how IMr. 
Hastings usurped all power, reduced the prince to a cypher, 
and made of his minister a mere creature of his own ; how 
he made the servants of the Company dependent on his own 
arbitrary will, and considered independence a proof of cor- 
ruption. It has been likewise proved to your lordships, that 
he suffered the army to become an instrument of robbery 
and oppression 5 and one of its officers to be metamorphosed 
into a farmer-general ; to waste the country and embezzle its 
revenues. Ton have seen a clandestine and fraudulent sys- 
tem, occasioning violence and rapine ; and you have seen the 
prisoner at the bar acknowledging and denouncing an aban- 
doned spirit of rapacity, without bringing its ministers to 
justice ; and pleading, as his excuse, the fear of offending 
your lordships and the House of Commons. "We have shown 
you the government, revenue, commerce, and agriculture of 
Oude ruined and destroyed by Mr. Hastings and ms creatures. 
And to wind up all, we have shown you an army so corrupted 
as to pervert the fundamental principles of justice, which are 
the elements and basis of military discipline. All this, J 
say, we have shown you ; and I cannot believe that your 
lordships will consider that we have trifled with your time, 
or strained our comments one jot beyond the strict measure 
of the text. 

We have shown you a horrible scene, ansmg from an as-, 
tonishing combination of horrible circumstances. The order 
in which you will consider these circumstances must be left. 
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to jourlorfiUj*. At prewnt I xn not aile to proceed flu- 
thcr My next attempt will be to brmg before you the 
manner m which Mr HMtiM treated moreable and nnmore- 
j^le jroperty m Oode, and by whicb he hai kft nothing nn- 
deftroyod m that derotod cotmtzy. 

[Adjcrnmed. 


TRIAL. 

BATUBDAT, 7t« JTJKB, im. 


nrm dxt or setlt, 

\Hb. Bunra.) 

Mt Lobsi, — TVe win now reaume the eonndenbon of 
the remaining part of our ohaiy, and of the pnaoner’i at* 
tenrpta to defend himaaTf ■ gwitMt it. 

Mr BAitmga, well knowtog (what ytmr lordalups mtut 
elao by this time be perfectly aatlsSed was the case) that this 
unfarvonate Nabob had no vOl of his own, draws down his 
poor Tictim to Ohtmir. by an order to attimd the Goremor- 
GenaraL If the Naboo erer wrote to Mr TTastangs, express* 
mg a request or desire for thb meeting, his letter was nnooes* 
tionably dictated to him by the pnsoner 'We hare hud a 
ffround of direct proof before you that the Nabob’s being at 
rTh nnar , that Us proceedings there, and that oil hit acts, were 
to dwfatfy d, and Gcmsequentlr mnii be bo construed. 

I ■hall DOW proc ee d m l^before your lordships the acts of 
o p pre ss ion committed by Mr Bhistings through his two miser- 
able instruments i the one, his pessrre instrum ent, tbe Na- 
bob) the other, Mr hUddlrtuo, his Bctire Instminont in his 
subwMnent plans for the entire deetructian of that country. 
In page 618 of the printed mmutee, you hare Mr hflddV- 
ton'adedarstion of his promptitude to represent oieij thing 
agreeably to Mr Hastingi’s wlihet. 

* My d«r Sm, — I hare this day answered your public let- 
ter in the form you seemed to expect I hope there is no* 
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tiling in it tliat may to you appear too pointecl. If you wisli 
the matter to be otherwise understood than I have taken up 
and stated it, I need not say I shall he ready to conform to 
whatever you may prescribe, and to take upon myself any 
share of the blame of the hitherto non-performance of the 
stipulations made on behalf of the Nabob ; though I do as- 
sure you, I myself represented to hia Excellency and the min- 
isters, conceiving it to he your desire, that the apparent as- 
sumption of the reins of his government (for in that li^ht 
he imdouhtedly considered it at the first view), as specified 
in the agi-eement executed by him, was not meant to he fuUy 
.nd literally enforced, but that it Avas necessary you should 
have something to show on your side, as the Company were 
deprived of a benefit, without a requital ; and upon the faith 
of this assurance alone, I believe I may safely affirm, his 
Excellency’s objections to signing the treaty were given up. 
If I have understood the matter wrong, or misconceived your 
design, I am truly sorry for it. However, it is not too late 
to correct the error : and I am ready to undertake and, God 
willing, to carry through whatever you may, on the receipt 
of my public letter, teU me is your mial resolve. 

“ If you determine, at aU events, that the measures of re- 
ducing the Nabob’s army, &c., shall be immediately under- 
taken, I shall take it as a particular favour if you will indulge 
me with a line at Eyzabad, that I may make the necessary 
previous arrangements with respect to the disposal of my 
family, which I would not wish to retain here in the event 
either of a rupture with the Nabob, or the necessity of em- 
ploying our forces on the reduction of his aumils and troops, 
miis done, I can begin the work in three days after my re- 
turn from Eyzabad.” 

Besides this letter, which I think is sufficiently clear upon 
the subject, there is also another, much more clear, upon 
your lordships’ minutes, much more distinct and much more 
pointed, expressive of his being resolved to make such re- 
presentations of every matter as the Govemor-Qnneral may 
wish. Now, arman who is master of the manner in which 
fects are represented, and whose subsequent conduct is to be 
justified by such representations, is not simply accoxmtable 
for his conduct ; he is accountable for culpably attempting to 
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form, on false premise*, the jadgmait of otlierB upon that 
conduct- This spoaes of dehaguenw must thereforo be 
added fc tbe roat , and I irisb your loroihips fo canr gener* 
alty m your mmdj that there ts one tingle lyllaSle of 
repreeentafaon made by any of tboee partae^ eicept where 
trntb may happen to break oat in $ptto of afl tbe ny^m of 
c on c e al m eet, m not to be conaidered as the repreeenta* 

turn of Mr Hastmgi himtelf, in jnrtiflcation of hit own oon* 
duct. 

Tlie letter vhioh I hare juai now T«d was wntten pre* 
parstoiT to the tmnBction which 1 am now going to atate, 
called M« qf Chtaar HuTing brought bn miaerable 

Yictim thither, & forced to ngu a paper eaSed a treaty ; 
but moh wu the fraud in ereaw part of thw treaty, that 5Lr 
Middleton himtelf, who waa the Instrument ana the chief 


agent m it, acknowiedgei that the Nabob was penuaded to 
a^ rt by the atsurance giren to him that it nerer was to be 
aiccnted. Haro then your loniahipj hare a pnnce first eoto 
polled to enter mto a segotiatjon, and then lodoeed to se> 
cede to a treaty, by &lae ataoranee* that it ahonld not be 
exeented, which he deolaree nothing but force ahoold other* 
wise hare compeDed him to accede ^ 

Tbe firat oroumitance in this transection that I shall lay 
before your lordshipa Is, that the treaty is declared to bare 
for its olgocts two modM of relienug tbe Nabob Crom his 
distresses , from distreases which ire bare stated, and which 
Mr Hasthigs has not only ftiDy admitted, but nas himself 
prored m the clearest manner to your Icrdshipi. The first 
WM by taking away that tafiivJ reHJef the British troops, 
represented ty Mr Hasting as totallj ruinous to the Na* 
boVa affidni and, pertieomriy, by remoring that part of 
them which waa called tbe new brigade. 

Another remedial part of the treaty regarded the British 
pensKiDera. It is in proof baforo your lordships that Mr 
Hastings agreed to recnH from Oude that body of pensioneri 


Haiiingi agreed to rechU from Ouda that body of pensioneri 
whose coquet there is deccribed, in such strong terms, as 
ruinous to tbe Titier and to all bis afCurs, These 
penmoneri Mr Haftmgi engaged to recall | but he nerer did 
m»U th^ Wa refer your lordshipa to the ondenco before 
you in proof that these odious peniloners, to distreating to 
the Nabob^ so ruinous to his ailain, and so disgraceful to on 
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government, were not only not recalled ty ilr. Hastings, 
but that both afterwards, and upon the very day of signing 
the treaty (as Mr. Middleton himself tells you) ; upon that 
very day, I say, he recommended to the Haboh that these 
pensioners might remain upon that very establishment which, 
by a solemn treaty of his own making and his own dictating, 
he had agreed to relieve from this intolerable burden. 

Mj. Hastings, your lordships vail remember, had departed 
from Henares, fimstrated in hm designs of extorting £o00,000 
from the Eajah for the Company’s use. He had ravaged the 
country, without obtaining any benefit for his masters ; the 
British soldiers having divided the only spoil, and nothing 
remaining for the share of his employers hut disgrace. He 
was, thei^ore, afraid to return without having something of 
a lucrative pecuniary nature to exhibit to the Company. 
Having this object in view, Oude appears to have first pre- 
sented itself to his notice as a country from which some ad- 
vantage of a pecuniary kind might be derived, and accord- 
ingly he turned in his head a vast variety of stratagems for 
efiecting his pxirpose. 

The first article that occurs in the treaty of Chunar is a 
power given to the i!\abob to resume all the jaghires not 
guaranteed by the Company, and to give pensions to all those 
persons who should be removed from them jaghires. 

How, the first thing which would naturally occur to a man. 
who was going to raise a revenue through the intervention of 
the prince of the country, would be to recommend to that 
prince a better economy in his affairs, and a rational and 
equal assessment upon his Buluects, in order to furnish the 
amount of the demand which he was about to make upon 
him. I need not teU your lordships, trained and formed as 
your minds are to the rules and orders of good government, 
that there is no way by which a prince can justly assess his 
subjects but by assessing them all in proportion to their re- 
spective abilities ; and that, if a prince ^ould make such a 
body as the House of Lords in this kingdom (which comes 
near the case I am going to state) separately the subject of 
assessment, such a thing would he contrary to all the prin- 
ciples of regular and just taxation in any countiy in the uni- 
vef^.. Some men may possibly, by locality or privileges, 
be excepted from certain taxes ; hut no taxation ever can he 

VOL. vm. ^ M 
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juit that !■ throm upon aome partionlar **1*^ onlj j rml i| 
that claM hj^jpen to do iznall and the great, the ii>> 

jmtice done n directly proportionaHe to the greotnen of the 
motion end mroRt^ to the nninber of the pencmi vbo are 
the obj^octi of it, Xbeee are clear, intrfrwgAlft^ wnil eternal 
pnncnpfla. 

But mitead of ezactmg a port by a proportJanablo rate, 
the prmce ihonld ^ farther and attempt to ihake the whole 
masi of property rtaelf^ a maas porhapa not much leaa than 
that which la poeaeaaod by the whole peen of Great Britain, 
by eon fljwa ting the whole of the ettaicM at cnee aa a gorem> 
ment reaonroe, without the charge or pretence of any crime ; 
I aay, that au^ an act would be oppremre, cruel, and wlek- 
ed m the higheat degree. Yet ii what Mr Haatnigi 
projected, and actually did accompliBh. 

My lorda, at the trea^ of Ohonar^ u it u called, Mr 
Haatmga (forho olwara artfoDyfeela baiwaTti he prooeeda) 
flrat aajT that the liabob ihall be permitted to do tbia act u 
he plwaea. He doea not aaanme the goremmeait. He doei 
not eompel the Nabob to do anything He doea not foree 
upon him thm abando ned and wiebed eonflacatian of the 
property of the whole nobility of a great country All that 
no aayi n thia, — the Nabob auw vrnmlied to rcaume theae 
jaghirea. permitted P If the act had been legal, pro- 

per, and joftiuble, be did not want onr pertamon , ho waa 
a aorereign m his own dommiona. But Mr. Haitmn recol- 
locted that some of these iaghirea (ae they aro called, and on 
which I shall war a rery few wxrds to your lordihlp) wero 
gnanmteed by tbe Oompeny. Hie jaghim of his own honsa 
of hia mother and grandmother, were gnanmteed by ni. 1 
moat inform yonr lordahips that upon some of onr other ex- 
actions at an eariier penod, the Nabob had endcaroored to 
lery a forced loan upon tbe yaghlrdars. Hue forced loen was 
made and submitted to by &oee people upon a direct aasur- 
ance of their rights in the jaghirea, which right was guaran- 
teed by the British rctidenL not only to the Begums and to 
the whole family of the Nabob, but also to all other ob- 
jectsmf tbe tax. 

Belbro I proceed I wilf beg leare to state to you briefly 
the nature of theae jaghirea, Ihe jaghirdara, tho holders « 
jaghirea, fonn tbe tmy of the pnnctpu Jirahomedan zrabOity 
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The great nobility of that country are divided into tw-o parts : 
one part consists of the zemindars, "who are the ancient pro-_ 
prietors of land, and the hereditary nobility of the country 
these are mostly Gentoos. The Mahomedans form the other 
part, Tvbose 'whole interest in the land consists in the jag- 
hires, for very fe'w indeed of them are zemindars anywhere ; 
in some of the provinces none of them are so ; the whole ol 
them are jaghirdars. 

We have heard, my lords, much discussion about jaghires. 
It is in proof before your lordships that they are of 'two 
sorts : — ^that a jaghire signifies exactly what the word fee does 
in the English language, or feodum in the barbarous Latin 
of the Eeudists ; that it is a word which signifies a salary 
or a maintenance, as did originally the English word fee, 
derived from the word feod and feodum. Ihese jaghires, 
like other fees and like other feeds, were given in land as a 
maintenance ; some with the condition of service, some 'with- 
out any condition ; some were annexed 'to an office, some 
were granted as the support of a dignity, and none were 
granted for a less term than life, except those that were im- 
mediately annexed 'to a lease. We have shown your lord- 
ships (and in this we have followed the example of Mr. 
Hastings) that some of them are fees granted actually in 
perpetuity ; and in fact many of them are so granted. We 
nre further to tell-your lordships, that by the custom of the 
empire they are almost all gro'wn as the feeds in Europe are 
gro'wn by use into something which is at least virtually an in- 
heritance. This is the state of the jaghires and jaghirdars. 

Am ong these jaghires we find, what your lordships would 
expect to find, an ample provision for all the nobilily of that 
illustrious family of which the Habob is the head ; a prince 
whose family, both by father and mother, notwithstanding 
the slander of the prisoner against his benefactor, was im- 
doubtedly of the first and most distinguished nobility of the 
Mahomedan empire. Accordingly his uncles, all his near re- 
la'tnons, his mother, grandmother, aU possessed jaghires, some 
of very long standing, and most of them not given by the 
Nabob. 

I take some pains in explaining this business, because I 
trust your lordships -will have a strong feeling against any 
confiscation for the purpose of revenue, Beheve me, my 

H 2 
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lord^ if thoTO t* anything which will root tie pmont order 
of thinpeoiit of Enropejrtwill hegm^a* we ee© it hai alr^y 
h^im m a neighboomig conntzy, amfiflarttDg, for the piir- 
poM« of the lUte, granta made to daaae* of men, let them 
be held by what namoa, or bo mppoaed auaceptiblo of what 
abnaea noerer I wiQ renttow to taj that Jaoobuuim norcr 
can Etrike a more deadly Uow agamit property, rank, and 
dignity, than your lordimpa, if toq ware to aequrt thia Tran, 


dignity, than your lordimpa, if you ware to aequrt thia Tran, 
would itrike agamat your own cugnity and the very being of 
the Bodety in whidi wa lire. 

Tour lordahipa will find in yonr pnntei miantea who the 
iaghirdan were, and what was the amount of their estate*. 
TOe jagbiros of which Mr Hastangi authomed the con^ 
catio^ or what Eie call* a ranmpfioHy appear fiom Mr Pii> 
bug’s aoQount, when drat the forted loan was lerted upon 
thun, under his residentahip, to amount to £2S£,000 sterUng 
per annum | which £286, 000^ if rated and ralurf according 
b> the didhmt laloe of prorisionf and other Deeananei c? 
Ibe m that coontrj and m England, will amount, aa sear m 
may be, to about £000,000 a year 1 am Withm oompaat. 
Ereiybotty c o m er *a nt with Isma will aay Ik is equirtlent at 
least to ^000 000 a year in RnirlarHl ) and what a blow each 
a conflaotKin as thu would be <m the fortunes of the peers 
of Qreat Britain, your loidahips w31 judge. I like to see 
your estatee as groat as they are^I wish they were greater 
than they are j but whaterer they are, I wish abcrre all that 
they should be perpetual- For dignity and property in this 
country ato pcrpetv* shall be my prayer thtt oay, and tbo 
last prayer of my life. The Cornmoni therefor© of Great 
Britain, tboee gimrdiana of property, who will not luflbr tie 
monarch Ihw lore, the gmremment which they adore, to 
lery one shlUmg upon the snbjeet m any other war than 
the law and statu^ of this kingdom prescribe, wiu not 
suiTer nor can tb^ bear the idea that any single dan of 
people should be chosen to be the objects oi a cootrary con* 
du^ nor that eren the Kabob of Oude should be permitted 
to act upon iqA a flagitiou* prinmile. "WTien au Englbh 
goremar ha* *ub*hlat« a power ot hb own initead of tbo 
legal g o Tcmment of the conntiy, as I bare prored thu men 
to hare dooo, if ho found the pnoce gome to do an act which 
would shako the property of all the nobmty of the country, 
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he surely ouglifc to raise Ins linn<l and snj, “ You shall not 
malte'my name your sanction for such an atrocious and abo- 
minable act ns this conilscation would be.” 

ISfr. Hastings, however, whilst he gives, with an urbanity 
for which he is so much praised, his consent to this confisca- 
tion, adds there must be pensions secured for all persons 
losing their estates who had the security of our guarantee. 
Tour lordships know that Mr. Hastings by his guarantee had 
secured their jaghircs to the Nabob’s o\ni relations and family. 
One would have imagined that, if the estates of those who 
were without any security were to bo conliscatcd at his plea- 
sure, those at least who were guaranteed by the Company, 
such as the Begums of Oude, and several of the principal 
nobility of the Nabob’s family, would have been secure. Ho 
indeed says that pensions diall be given them, for at this 
time he had not got the length of violating, without shame 
or remorse, all the guarantees of the Company. There shall, 
says he, bo pensions given. H pensions were to be given to 
the value of the estate, I aslc what has this violent act done ? 
You shake the security of property, and, instead of suffering 
a man to gather his own profits uith his own hands, you 
turn him into a pensioner upon the public treasury. I can 
conceive that such a measure will render these persons miser- 
able dependants instead of independent nobility but I can- 
not conceive what financial object can be answered by paying 
that in pension which you are to receive in revenue. This 
is directl^y contrary to financial economy. Por when you 
stipulate to pay out of the treasury of government a certain 
pension, and take upon you the receipts of an estate, you 
adopt a measure by which government is almost sure of be- 
ing a loser. You charge it Avith a certain fixed sum, and 
even upon a supposition that, imder the management of the 
public, the estate will be as productive as it was under the 
management of its private owner, (a thing liighly improbable,) 
you take your chance of a reimbursement, subject to all the 
extra expense and to all the accidents that may happen to a 
public revenue. This confiscation could not therefore be 
justified as a measure of economy ; it must have been de- 
signed merely for the sake of shaMng and destroying the 
property of* the country. 

The whole transaction, my lords, was an act nt gri'ss vio- 
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lenco nabered m a Ctobe frani It appear* that no 
pcnaums w er e eror iirteiidM to be paid j and thfa> jon wiP 
oatarmllj' ^tieaa ^otdd be the erent when vuch a atraji^ me* 
tamorpboaij wmi to bo made *a that oC turmng a greatliiiided 
intereet mto a penmnnaiT potent. Aa it coma aniTBr no 
other parpose, to it could be intended for no other *^ti that 
of gettmgponeaeicinoftheaejagbiTtabjfwd. I1utmxin,mj 
lordi, cannot commit a robbffly withont mdtdgmg him«lf at 
the tome time mthepracticeca hufaTonntoai^m finnd and 
fklaehood. 

And bare I mnat r wi m n d jonr lordthipa, that at the 
time of the treaij of ^imar, the jagfemet were held m the 
following manner*— Of the £286,000 a year which wnt to 
be canflaocted, the old granti of Sigah Dowlah, the grand* 
fhther of the Nabob, amocnted to twtKthinU of tho 
whole^ u yon will find in the paper to which wo refer you. 
By Ihu conflaoetian, therefore, the Na^b wm* antboiued to 
reenu grtmU of which ha had not been the grantiir 

[hir Borfce here read the bat of the jaghirea.] 

Now, my lordt, yon aee that all three eetate*, except 
£26,762 a yea^ were either jaghiret for the NaboVt own 
immediate famuy. nttled hr father upon hit mother, and 
by hit father'i father upon tut grandmotW, and upon ular 
bit nnde,orwerothepToperWof themoet contiderahle 
nobmty, to tho grow amonnt of £256,000 llr HittingB 
conliMea that the Nabob reloctantly made tho confitcaHon to 
tho extent propoaed. YThy P Bccaote, wiyt he, the orderllet, 
namely, certain peraatu to caDed^ tubwment to hit debench* 
me*, wore portont whom be withed to ipero. Now, I am 
to thow yon, that thu man, whatorer Itnltt he may laro in 
hii pTTTBte moralt (with which we haTenothmgat all to doh 
hat been alonderod throughont ^ Mr ITtttmg*. Take hia 
own account of tho matter Nabob, tayi he, would 

hare conf Ue ated all tho real except hia orferlica, wbota ho 
would h*T 0 apamd, but I, nnding where hi* partiality lar, 
compelled him to eacnflee the wb^e j for otherVito he would 
haTo aacrifleed the good to tare the bad. ‘WTicrrat.BayaJlr 
ifatting*, in effect mr prjyrfJe waa to aamCro the gooi, 
and at tLc mne time to pnmaa tho bad. Now compere the 
Miusaiit he gtres of the proceeding* of Axoph id Bowlah 
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v.*itU his own. Ar.opli \il Bowlnli. to pnve FO-.r.o nnwortliy 
porsous who l»n0 jnuhin’.'-', wotiIiI. if lofi lo bin own dlFcrt'- 
tion, hnvo confiscoloil thnjo only of the (ioserving; wlhlo 
Mr. ll.i'-'iing;;, to efiVet ih<* inrUision of (ho worlhlo!!? in (lio 
oonfi.ec.ntion, confii'cnto.''' tho jnghiro.^ of (he itinoocnt nnd (ho 
virtnon? imn of high niidt. nml of tho.H' wlio li.nd nil the tio.“< 
of nnhiro to jdond for the !Nnhtd>’}i forhenmneo, nnd reduced 
them 10 n ftnte of dependonry .nnd degmdntion, 

Now, puppo^ing tiu'i-c! two vilinnouH jdiin;*, 7ici(her of 
which your lord.-^hip'! enn hear to henr the Found of, to st.ntid 
equal in ])oinl of momlity, lotus Fee how they .stand in point 
of c.ilculation. Tlio uncsceptionahle part of the ,-€285,000 
amounted to .-€200, 000 n ye.nr; wheren«, supposing every 
part of the new gmnts had hevn innde to (he most unworthy 
persons, it only amounted to .-€25,000 a year. 'J'hereforo hy 
his own nccoimt, given to vou .and to the Cojnpauy, upoji this 
occ.asion, he has confiscated .€200.000 n venr, (ho properly of 
innocent, if not of meritorious individuals, in order lo p»mish 
hy confiscation tho.'--c who had .€25,000 a year only. This 
is the account ho pros you himself of his honour, his justiee, 
and hia policy in these proceeding.'*. 

But, my lord.s, he shall not escape so. It is in yonr mi- 
nutes, that so far v.‘n8 tlie Nahoh from wishing to s.avc the new 
exceptionable grants, (hat at the time of the forced loan I 
have mentioned, nnd .also when the rc.snmption was proposed, 
he w’ns perfectly willing to give up every one of them, and 
desired only that his mother, his uncles, nnd his relation.'*, 
with other individu.als, the prime of the !^^nhomedan nohilitv 
of that country, ehoidd be spared. Is it not enough that tins 
poor Nabob, this wretched prince, is made a slave to the man 
now standing at )’our bar ; that he is made by him a shame 
and a scandal to his family, his race, nnd his country ; but he 
must ho cruelly asjicr.sed, nnd have faults nnd crimes nllri- 
huted to him that do not belong to hijn ? I know nothing of 
his priv.ate character and conduct ; "Mr. Hastings, who denis 
in scandalous anecdotes, Iniows them. But I lake it upon 
the face of Mr. Purling’s assertion, nnd I say that the Nabob 
would have consented to an arhitrarj' taxation of the jnghircs, 
nnd would have given up to absolute confisc-ation every man, 
except fcheue honourable persons I have mentioned. 

The prisoner aimsclf has called Mr. ‘Wombwell to prove 
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tbe ntiDee of thoM mtiimom penoni, 'mtli t, portiahty foe 
whom Mr Haitmgt liu upenM tlie Nabob, m ardor to la» 
the ground for the deatruetion of hii fimulj They amount 
to omy an m nomber { and lahen we come to examine theae 
we And that their jaghiree were perfectly cantemptibltt. 
The lift of the other jaghirdan your lordihipa eee nlla up 
ragdi! and the amount of their mcomea I hare alreedyatatecL 
xour lordahipf now see how ineonuderable, both in number 
and amount, were the eolpahle jaghirea, in the deatruebon of 
which he haa inTolred the gmit» number and the meriton- 
oua. You see that the l^hob nerer did propoae any ex* 
emotion of the fanner at any tune , that t^ was a alander 
end a calomny on that unhappy man, in order to defend the 
riolent acts of the pnaonert who haa recoune to ilander 
and calumny aa a proper way to defend nolence, outrage, 
and Trongi. 

TYo hare now gone through the fliat atage of Mr Hait- 
isga’a eonflacaUan of the eatatea of those unhappy people. 
'When it came to be put in ea^cubcm, Mr Midmeton finds 
the Nabob reluctant, in the cnefttest decree, to mate tha av 
enfice of IJj fkmfly and of ^ bia cobihty It touched b!m 
in ereiT way in wliWi ahame and i^pathy can afibet a man. 
He falU at the feet of Mr Middleton ; ho aaya, I ngned the 
treaty of Ohunar upou an aasurance tW it waa nerer meant 
to be put in force. Mr Middleton nercirtbele*! proceeda j 
he aenda the Cundy of the Nabob out of the country , but 
he entertaina fisan of a g en e ra l remit aa tbe coDaeqQeQce of 
thia tTrannical act, and refers tbe case back to Mr Haatmga, 
who inaiati npon ita bemg eieeuted m iti ntmovt extent 
The Nabob again remonatratca m tbe atronmt manner i be 
bega, be prayajhe dlaaemblca, he delaya. One day he pre- 
tenda to Ve wiUmg to aubmlt, the next be hmgaliaek, juat 
aa tbe tiolenco of Mr Haatiiiga or bla own natural fochngi 
and pnnoplea of joatlco draped him one way or dragged 
him another Mr hOddleton, trombUnc and under the awe 
of that irta^ul rttpoMiiihfjf under which tout lordahipa 
may reroember Mr Haatmga had exprooly laid him upro 
that occadtm, Tentnrea at odcc to usurp the Nabob'a mrrem- 
mcot He u sur ped it openly and arowedly Ho oeclared 
that he would lasoe nia perwannahi aa goTcraor of 

the country, for the purpofo of executing thla abominable 
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confiscation. He assumed, I say, to "himself the' government 
of the country, and hir. Hastings had armed mm vdth a 
strong military force for that purpose ; he declared he would 
order those troops to march for his support ; he at last got 
this reluctant, struggling Hahob to consent in the manner 
we have described. 

. I shall now read to your lordships Mr. Middleton’s letters, 
that you may hear these men with their own mouths describ- 
ing their own acts ; and that your lordships may then judge 
whether the highest tone and language of crimination comes 
up to their o\vn description of their own proceedings. 


“ Lucknow, the 6th of Dec., 1781. 

“ Einding the Nabob wavering in his determination about 
the resumption of the jaghires, I this day, in presence of 
and with the minister’s concurrence, ordered the necessary 
perwannahs to be written to the several aumils for that pur- 
pose, and it was my firm resolution to have despatched them 
this evening, with proper people to see them punctually and 
implicitly carried into execution ; but before they were all 
transcribed, I received a message from the Nabob, who had 
been informed by the minister of the resolution I had taken, 
entreating that I would withhold the perwannahs till to-mor- 
row morning, when he would attend me, and afford me satis- 
faction on this point. As the loss of a few hours in the 
despatch of the perwannahs appeared of little moment, and as 
it is possible the Nabob, seeing that the business will at all 
events be done, may make it an act of his own, I have con- 
sented to indulge him in his request ; hut be the result of onr 
interview whatever it may, nothing shall prevent the orders 
being issued to-morrow, either by him or myself, with the 
concurrence of the ministers. Tour pleasure respecting the 
Begums I have learnt from Sir Elijah ; and the measure hereto- 
fore proposed will soon follow the resumption of the jaghires ; 
from both, or indeed from the former alone, I have no doubt 
of the complete liquidation of the Company’s balance.” 


“Ml hdjlb. Sib, 


" Lucknow, tie 7tli Dec., 1781. 


“ I had the honour to address you yesterday, informing 
you of the steps I had' taken in reaard to the resumption 
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tte .jagtlret. This moipnig the VMer came to me, acoon lm g 
to hn agreement, tut eeemmglj rnttoot any intention or d> 
Bire to yield me aatiafiicfagn on the tnhject undo? dacanianj 
for after a great deal of c omeiaa tiQn, conauting on hia part 
of trifling eTtJBon and pnerilo excnaea for inthholding hia as- 
sent to tne mearore, though at the lame tune ur^aBvmg the 
most implicit eubmlfflian to your wuhea, I fotmd mysdf inth- 
trat any other resonrco than the one of emphpng that cx- 
doeive authantr with which I ctmaider your mttraotkma to 
ve*t mo \ I tharefare dcdared to the Nabob, m pretence 
of the mmuter and Mr Johnson, who I desired mi^t bear 
witnea of the conremtian, that 1 constructed hi5 rejection 
of the measnre pnrpoeed as a breach of his aolemn promise 
to yon, snd on tmwiHingnesa to rxld that aadstanee which 
was endcnik m hii power towards ligmdsting his beoTy so- 
cumulated debt to tne Company, auid that I most in oonio* 
qaence determine, in my own jnsfaflcofam, to issue immedi- 
ately the perwtnnsha, which bad only bera withheld in the 
■ODgnine hope that ^ would be pr es a iled upon to mahe that 
his own act, which nothuig hut the most urgent necetalfy 
could forro ffl© to make mine. He left a© wjtboQtanyreplr, 
but afterwards tent for his mlniater, and authomed him to 
giro me luroes that my requlsibon irould be eompbed with, 
on which 1 exoreeted my aafaifactiou > but declared that I 
could admit oi no further delays, and unleaa I rccorred his 
eicoDenoy's formal acquiescence before the evening, I iboold 
then mort asrumHy asaa my perwannahs, which I hare ac- 
oordingly done, not banng had any assurances irom bis ex- 
Cooney that could jafWy a further suspension I shah, as 
soon as possible, inionn you of tb© effect of the perwaonahs, 
whl^ in many parts, I am apprebensiTO it will be found ue- 
cet sa ry to enforco with mOita^ aid ; I am not, howerer, en- 
tirely without hopes that the Nabob, when ho secs the in- 
efflcacy of further opposition, may alter his conduct and 
preront the eonfusioa and duagreoablo couacqucnces which 
would bo too likoly to retolt from the prosecution of a laca- 
ruro of such importance without bis concuiroiico j bb ctctl 
iency talks of going to Fyiahad for the purpose berctoforo 
ii«boncd in three or four daya. I wish he may bo senous 
1 C tKb inUoUon, and you may rest auured 1 shall spare no 
pains to krep him to it." 
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•‘Lackno-w', 28ti December, 1781. 


“ K yotii ne^iv demand is to be insisted upon, which youif 
letter seems to portend, I must beg your precise orders upon 
it as from the difBcvdties I have witlnn these few days expe- 
rienced, in carrying the points you had enjoined rnth the 
Ifahoh, 1 have the best grounds for behoving that he would 
consider it a direct breach of the late agreement, and totally 
reject the proposal as such ; and I must own to you, that in 
"his preseixt ferraeixted state of mind, I could expect notlung 
less than despair, and a declared rupture. 

“ He has by no means been yet able to furnish me with 
means of paying off the arrears due to the temporary brigade, 
to the stipmated term of its continuance in his service ; the 
funds necessary for paying off and discharging his own mili- 
tary estahlishment, under British of&cers, and his pension 
hst, have been raised, on the private credit of hlr. 3 ohnson 
and myself, from the shroffs of this place, to whom we are at 
this moment pledged for many lacks of rupees ; and Avithoiit 
such aid, which I freely and at all hazards yielded, because I 
conceived it was your'anxious desire to relieve the Nabob ns 
soon as possible of this heavy burden, the establisliTncnt 
must have been at his charge to this time, and probably for 
months to come, while his resources were strained to the ut- 


most to furnish jaidads for its maintenance to this periocl. I 
therefore hesitate not to declare it utterly impossihlc for him, 
under any cireumstances whatever, to provide funds for ilio 
payment of the troops you now propose to send him. 

“ The vncestingT'urruekahadjKyrague, and Byzula Cawn’s 
country from his government (for in that light, my dear sir, 
I can faithfully assure you, he views the measures adopted in 
respect to those countries), together with the resumption of 
dl the jaghires, so much against his inclination, have alrf-ad/ 
brought the Nabob to a persuasion that nothing less tl.ar. 
destruction, or the annihilation of every shadow of hisi 
18 meant ; and all my labours to convince him to the r} 
have proved abortive. A settled melancholy bar. 'av/z/'A i/fU,/ 
and ms hedth is -reduced beyond conception ; and ) do 
urabfr believe, that the march of four regirnwito </i 
wards Lucknow, under whatever citcuroxtan^;^;^ t// 

represented, would he considered hy."’' ' - ' 
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to 1)© Bted m Beccnng bin penon^ In ■bort, mj dear iir, 
It IB a matter of foeb immediate moment, and inrohing, aj^ 
parently, anch rerr aenona and fanportant conBeqnencea, tbit 
I have not onlj taloni upon me to anapend tbe communiou 
tdon of it to tbe Nabob, imtil I abonld be bonoured intb jour 
fbrtber oommandB. bat bare alao rentnred to imto tbe en* 
oloeed letter to Colonel Margaa , libcrhea ichiet I ecmfidently 
trait yon tHU excuae, irben yon conaider that I can bo actn- 
ated by no other motire than a xeal for tbe pubbe temco , 
and that if^ after all, yon detemune that tbe meaanro tboli be 
Innated on, it ^dll be only tbe Ion of aiz, or at moat eight 
dayi m propoemg it. Bat m tbe last erontj I earnestly en- 
treat your orders may be oxplicit and ponbre, that I may 
clearly know what iCTgtbi yon wnnld wiab me to proceed 
in canymo them mto eieeation. 1 again declare it u my 
firm belief— nmd aaanro TOnrael^ ror dear Mr HaBtinga, I am 
not inflnenced m tbu dedarafaon oy any connderationa bat 
my pobbo doty cod my penooA} ettacbment toyoti,*>>thot the 
euoramg tbe meoBore yon bare proposed wonla bo prodoebre 
of an open rup t ur e between na and tbe Nabob ; nay, that tbe 
fifwt neoeatory atep towards carrfing it into eflbct ansi be, 
on our pert, a declarabon of hoaob^." 

Tonr lordsbipa bare now before jtrar eyes proola, famlsbed 
by blr Haatinn himaelf^ from bu corrapondence with Mr 
bliddletoD, irreiragabla proofa that tbU Nabob, who ia atated 
to bare made the propontian bimaelf^ was drag^ to tbe tig- 
natnre of itj ana that tbe troops which are roppoeed, and 
foiudolently stated (and I wish Toor lordsbipa particularly to 
obserre this), to hare been sent to asalst bun m this mcaisuTr, 
were considered by hnn as a body of troops sent to impnaon 
him, and to free bim from aQ tbo troubles and palna of go- 
Temment 

'When Mr Hastings sent tbe troops for tbo purpose, as he 
pretended, of assisting the Nabob in tbe execution of a mca- 
Boro which was really adopted ia direct opposlUon to tho 
wiibea of that pnnoe, what other conclusion could bo drawn 
but that they were sent to orerewe, not to assist him. Tbe 
maieb of alren troops into a country, upon that occasion, 
could ha*^ DO object but hostOityi they oould baro been 
ffi Ttt wilQ no other design but that of bnngmg disgrace upon 
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tte Nabob by TnaMng bim tbe instrument of bis famil}^ a 
ruin, and of tbe destruction of bis nobility. Your lordsbijis, 
therefore, 'will not wonder tbat tbis miserable man sbould 
bare sunb. into despair, and tbat be sbould bavo felt tbe 
weight of bis oppression doubly aggravated by its coming 
from such a man as bfr. Hastings, and by its being enforced 
by such a man as blr. Middleton. 

And here I must press one observation upon your lordships, 
— I do not bnow a greater insult tbat can be offered to a 
man bom to command, than to find himself made tbe tool 
of a set of obscure -men come from. an unknown country, 
without anything to distinguish them but an usurped power. 
Never shall I, out of compliment to any persons, because 
they happen to be my own countrymen, disguise my feelings 
or renounce tbe dictates of nature and of humanity. If we 
send put obscure people, unknowing and unknown, to exer- 
cise such acts as these, I must say it is a bitter aggravation 
of tbe victim’s suffering. Oppression and robbery are at all 
times evils, but they are more bearable when exercised by 
persons whom we have been habituated to regard with awe, 
and to whom mankind for ages have been accustomed to bow. 

Now, does tbe liSstcrj of tyranny furnish — does the his- 
tory of popular violanre deposing kings furnish anything bke 
tbe dreadful depo^m ci xrefs prince, and the cruel and 
abominable trrannr ilihEd hts b-sj-n. erercised over bim ? Con- 
ader too, my lords, for -rtrrrir oddeot; all tbis was done. "Was 
Mr. Hastings endeavouring, by hir arbitrary interference and 
- tbe use of Ms superior power, to screen a people from the 
usurpation and power of a tyrant; from any strong and vio- 
lent acts agjiinst proper^, against dignity, against nobibty, 
against tbe freedom of Ms people? Nc : you see here a 
monarcb deposed in effect by persons pretending to be Ms 
albes ; md assigi^g what are pretended to bo bis wishes, as 
the motive for using bis usmped authority in tbe execution 
of these acts of violence against his own family and Ms sub- 
jects. Ton see Mm struggling against tbis violent prosti- 
ti^on of bis authority. He refuses the sanction of his name, 
which before be bad given up to Mr. Hastings to be used 
as he pleased, and only begs not to be made an instruroeut 
of wrong which his soul abhors, and which would make ^ 
infamous tbrougboui tbe world. Mr. Middleton, hove 
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MsxiiM* tie ioTeragnty of the coontiy I, he •■yi, ta 
Jfabob of Oude: the jagiireB ifaell bo conflicatedj 1 bare 
grren myorderi,siid tb^ihaH be rapported by anulititijforee. 

I am aahamed to hare eo fiu* datr iat ed yonr Inrdabip*' hon- 
oarable and generota feelmgi, aa to hare oflbred you upon 
thia occnaion any mnarka Trmch you muit have run before 
me m makn^ Those feeliuga which you have and ought 
to have, — feelmn bora in the broaita of all men, and much 
more in men of your lordahipa* elerated rank, — render my 
remarki unneceuary I need not, therefore, ask what you 
feel, when a foroigu resident, at a pnneo's court, upon 
hunaelf to force that pnnee to act the part of a tyrant, an d, 
upon hu renatanee, ope^ and arowedJy awnmea the tore* 
reignty of the country "fou hare it m proof that Mr Mid- 
dle^ did thia. He not only put hia own name to the ordne 
for thia horrible oondscatian, but be actually proceeded to 
dupoascaa the jaghirdan of thra lands, and to send tKi»m out 
of me country And whom does he seed In the place of 
thia plundered body of nobilrt^ to take poasanlon of tho 
coxmtryP T^y the ujareraof Jttenaita. Yea. my lords, be 
immedmtely mc^gagea the whole e ouiilr y to tie usuren of 
Benares, for the purpose of raudng mcm^ upon it , giring it 
up to those blood^uera, duposseaaed of that nobility whoso 
in te rest, whoso doty, whose iWingi, and whose habits ma^ 
them tbie natural protectors of the people. 

Hy lords, we b^ see a bo^ of usurers put into possesaun • 
of all the e^tea of the nobmty | lot na now see If this act 
was necessary, oren for tbe arowod purposes of its Dgonts^ 
the relief of tbe Habob’s Snanoal oifflculHet, and tbe par- 
ment of his debts to the Company. Mr. 3Iidmeton has told 
your lordships that theee jaghiirs would par the Company's 
debt compleWT in two years. Then, would It not haro boon 
hotter tonare left these estates in tho bands of their owners, 
and to hare oppressed them in some moderate, decent way f 
Might they not bare left tho jaghirdars to raise the sums re- 
quired by some aettlemcnt with tho bankers of Benares, 
in which tbe repsyment of the money, within Qre or sii 
years, might hare been secured, and tho Jaghirdars hare had 
In the mean tune something to subsist upon f 0 no ; these 
Tictims must hare nothing to lire upon. They must be 
turned out And why f Mr Hastings commands it — Here 
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- con.e in nid of ^Tr. ^tiddleton n lit lie ; for one onnnot 
ty the miserable instriinu'nt.s lliai Imve to acl under 
nstings. 1 do not mean to apologize foi Mr. j\IiddIelon, 
pity tbe situalion of pon'-ona who, being rervants cl 
imp.any, were converted by the usurpation of this n:.an 
s subjects and bis rluvos. The mind of 2\lr. Middleton 
3. You see him reluctant to proceed. The A'abob begs 
ito. You find in tlic resident a wilHuguesa to coinjdy. 
Mr, Middleton is placable. I\Ir. 11 nsiiugs alone is ob- 
I. His resolution to rob and to destroy was not to be 
, and the estates of the whole i\lalioinedan nobilit}’ of 
t kingdom were confiscated in n moment. Your lord- 
will observe that his orders to Mr. Middleton allow no 
ranee. He writ c.s thus to him ; 
r, — My mind has been for some days suspcndinl bo- 
two opposite impulses; one arising from the necessity 
return to Calcutta; the other, from the a])prehcnsion 
presence being more necessary and more urgently w anted 
cknow. Y’our answer to tins shall decide my choice, 
have waited thus long, in the hopes of hearing that 
progress had been made in the execution of the ))lnn 
I concluded with the Nabob in September last, i do 
id that any step towards it has been yet taken, though 
months are elapsed, and little more than that period did 
r to me requisite to have accomplished the most esscu- 
arts of it, and to have brought the whole into train. 
;ardincss, and the opposition prepared to the onl}’ de- 
act yet undertaken, have a bad appearance. I approve 
Tabob’s resolutions to deprive the Begums of thcii’ ill- 
lyed treasures. In both sernces, it must be your care 
went an abuse of tbe powers given to those that are 
)yed in them. You your.scLf ought to be personally 
at. You must not allow any negotiation or forbearance, 
lust prosecute both sendees, until the Begums are at tbe 
} mercy of tbe Nabob, their jagbires in tbe quiet posses- 
if bis aurails, and their wealth in such charge as may 
e it against private embezzlement. You will have a 
more than sufficient to effect bofb these purposes. 

'be reformation of bis army, and tbe new settlement of 
venues, are also points of immediate concern, and ought to 
mediatel}" concluded. Has anything been done in eitlier? 
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** I now demand and require yon moat acdemnly to a 
roe. Are you confident in toot own aMi^ to accomplnh aB 
tbeee pnrpoaea, end the other pointa of my inatrnctKma F 
If yon reply tiiat you are, I w5l depart with a quiet end 
aainired mmd to the pretidency, hat learo yon a dreadful 
regNmcbilTty if yon disappoint me. If yon tell mo that you 
cannot rely opon your power, and the other mean* which 
you poeaeaa for performing tfacee aerricea, I will free you 
from the charge. I will proceed myaelf to Lucknow, and I 
win mTBelf xmdertake , and in that case, I detin that 
you wil nniDodiately order bearera to he stationed, for myaelf 
and two other gentlemen, between Lucknow and Tnalwhfld, 
and 1 will act ont from hence in three dayi after the receipt 
of your letter 

“lam aorrythatlamundertheneceanty ofwntmginfhla 
preiaing manner Itruftimplicttlytoyourmtegnty lam 
certain of your attadimenk to myaelf, and I know tW your 
capaatj i« equxd to any aemra} but I mutt eipi e sa my 
doohta of your flrmuea and aetiTitr, and abore all of yoor 
reeoQactiou of mruutruction^ and cn their Importance. Mr 
eondaet in the late amnffementa will be amugned with all 
mncoor of douippomted mpaaty, end my rmtatioai and 
infioence will aufier a mortal woonn from the faHtire of them { 
tb^ hare already failed in a degree, ainee no part of them 
has yet taken place, but the remoral of our forces from the 
Booab and Bohilciind, and of tho Bntish ofilcers and pen* 
sioners from the a »tk» of the Nabob, and the expenaes of the 
former thr o w n without any compensahon on the Company 

“ I expect a supply of money equal to the discharge of aU 
the Nabob’s arrears, and am much oisappomted and mortified 
tW 1 am not now ^lo to return with it. 

** Oire me an immediate answer to the question which I 
hare herein propoeed, that 1 may lose no more lima in frulU 
lets mflction.” 


About this time Hr HasUnga had receired inlbnnation of 
OCT Inquiriei in tho House of Commons into lus conduct | 
and this is the manner in which he prepare* to meet them 
I must get money I must cany with me that great excuse 
for ererTthinp, that salre for erery sore, that eiplntlon for 
erery enmoj let mo proride that, aiiia well ToUjJfr Jtk*- 
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dleton,try your nerves; arc yon equal totliese services? ex- 
amine yourself; see xvhnt is in you; are you man enough to 
come up to it ? says the great robber to the little robber — says 
Boland the great to his puny accomplice — arc you equal to 
it ? Do you feel yourself a man ? If not, send messengers 
and daicls to mo, and I, the great master tvrant, xvill come 
myself, and put to shame all the paltr}’, Jelcgalc tools of 
despotism, that have not edge enough to cut their way 
through, and do the services I have ordained for them. 

I have already stated to your lordships his reason and mo- 
tives for this violence, and they arc such as aggravated Ids 
crime by attempting to implicate his country in it. lie says 
he was afraid to go home without having provided for tlio 
payment of the Nabob’s debt. Afraid of what P Was he 
afraid of coming before a British tribunal, and saying, — 
through justice, through a regard for the rights of an allied 
sovereign, through a regard to the rights of his people, 1 have 
not got so much as I expected ? Of this no man could bo 
afraid. The prisoner’s fe.ar had another origin. I have failed, 
says ho to himself, in my first project. I went to Benares to 
rob ; I have lost by my violence the fruits of that robbery ; 
I must get the money somewhere, or I dare not appear before 
a Briti^ House of Commons, a British House of Lw-ds, 
or any other tribunal in the kingdom ; but let me get money 
enough, and they won’t care how I get it. The estates of 
whole bodies of nobility may be confiscated, A people who 
had lived under their jirotcctiou may be given up into the 
hands of foreign usurers; they' will care for none of these things. 
They wiU sutler me to do all this, and to employ in it tlie 
force of British troops, whom I have described as a set of 
robbers, provided I can get money. These were hlr. Hast- 
ings’s views ; and in accordance with them, the jaghircs were 
all confiscated, the jaghirdars xxdtb their families were all 
turned- out, the possessions delivered up to the usurer, in 
order that Mr. Hastings might have the excuse of money to 
plead at the bar of the House of Commons, and afterwards 
at the bar of the House of Lords. If your lordships, in 
your sacred character of the first tribunal in the world, 
should, by your judgment, justify those proceedings, you 
will sanction the greatest wrongs that have been ever known 
in history. 
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But to pTocewL Tbo next thing to Jjo tiked u, Were the 
jjTomieed ptmiioiu mren to the jagnirdan P I inppoeo j'ou* 
lordihipe are not idle enough to pat tluit questian to m.— o 
compenistion, no consideration vai giren or stipokted for 
them. If th^ had boon any auch thing, the pnioner could 
hare prored it. He would haTO proved it. The mnm* were 
easy to him; bat we have taxed him the trouble of the au 
tempt. We hare prored the contmij, and, if called upon, we 
xrill ihow you the place where tha la pror^ 

I hare now shown your lordahipa how Mr Haatmgt, harmg 
with auch violent and atroaoaa cireninstancei uiurped the 
government of Dude (I hope I need not lue any further 
proof that the Nabob waa m effect non*exittent in the coun* 
tiy), treated all the landed property ; the next question will 
be, How hai be treated whatexor monied property waa left . 
m the country? My lorda, be looked over that immenn 
waite of hii own creating, not aa Baton viewed the ku^omi 
of the world and eaw the power and glory of them ; but be 
looked oxer the wavte of Oude, with a dabohcal malice 
which one could hardly auppoao exiatcd in the prototype him> 
self. He taw nowhere aWxe ground one aingld ahiUing 
that be could attach , no, not one; otot place had been 
ravaged , no money remained m aicbt; but poavibly aome 
might be buried m ranlta, iud from the gripe oT tyrumr and 
rapacity It moat be to, aaya he , wbero can 1 0nd it F how 
can I get at it P There u one lUuatnoua family that it 
thought to have accumulated a xaat body of trearurea through 
a course of threo or four succeanxe rtigna. It does not ip* 
pear openly 5 but we hare good mfbrmatiou that ver y great 
irumt of monoy are bncked up and kept in vanlta under 
g r oim d, aecured uader the guard and within tho walls of 
a fortiw, the reaideare of the female* of the family,— a 
guard, as your krdshipt know, rendered doubly and trebly 
secure by the mannew of the country, which roako crery- 
thing that is lu the hands of women sacred. It is md tliat 
nothing is proof against gold, that tho strongest tower wQl 
not bo Impregnable if Jupiter make* loro in a golden shower 
Thta Jupiter commence* makiog lore, but be doc* not come 
to tho ladic* with gold for their piiwons, be come* to iWIr 
persona for their gold. Thta impetuou* lover, Mr llastuig*, 
who it not to be stayed from the objects of bis paivain, 
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would anmliilate space and time between bim and bis beloved 
object, tbe jagbires of these ladies. 

Your lordships have already bad a peep behind tbe curtain, 
in tbe first orders sent to Mr. Middleton. In the treatj'’ of 
Chunar you see a desire, obliquely expressed, to get the 
landed estates of all these great faraibes. But even while 
he was meeting with such reluctance in the Nabob upon this 
point, and though he also met with some resistance upon the 
part even of Mr, Middleton, Mr. Bhstings appears to have 
given him in charge some other still more obnoxious and 
dreadful acts. " Il^ile I was meditating,” says Mr. Middle*- 
ton in one of his letters upon this [the resumption of the 
jagbires], “your orders came to me through Sir Elijah Impey.” 
N^at these orders were is left obscure in the letter ; it is 
yet but as in a mist or cloud. But it is evident that Sir 
Elijah Impey did convey to him some project for getting at 
more wealth by some other service, which was not to super- 
sede the first, but to be concurrent with that upon which Mr. 
• Hastings had before given him such dreadful charges, and 
had loaded him with such horrible responsibility. It could 
not have been anything but the seizure of the Begum’s trea- 
sures. He thus goaded on two reluctant victims, first the 
reluctant Nabob, then the reluctant Mr. Middleton, forcing 
them with the bayonet behind them, and urging on the 
former, as at last appears, to violate the sanctity of his mo- 
ther’s house. 

Your lordships have been already told by one of my able 
fellow-managers, that Sir Elijah Impey is the person who 
carried up the message alluded to in Mr. Middleton’s letter ; 
we have charged it as an aggravation of tha offences of the 
prisoner at your bar, that the chief justice, who by the sacred 
nature of his ofiB.ce, and by the express provisions of the act 
of parliament, under which he was sent out to India to redress 
the wrongs of the natives, should be made an instrument for 
destroying the property, real and personal, of this people. 
"When it first came to our knowledge that all this private 
intrigue for the destruction of these high women was carried 
on through the intrigue of a chief justice, we felt such shame 
and such horror both for the instrument and the principal, as 

N 2 
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1 tLmk ifc impotaibl© to describo, or for anjtlmig Ix-t cPDjpWte 
and peHeot dleiwx to expren. 

But hr Sir Elijah Imp^ that order earned up to amo 
and connacAte tha treasurea of the Begnma. 'We know tluit 
neither the Company nor the Na^b £id any whaterer 
upon tbeae treftaupea On the contrary, we know that two 
treatiea had been made for the protectian of them. We know 
that the Nabob, whUe he waacontestiDg about acme elephants 
and carnages, and some other tbmga that he said were m 
the hands of their ateward, did allow that the treasures in 
the custody of hia grandmother and of his mother’s principal 
eerrants, were thetr proper^ ITiisis the Nabob who it now 
r epr ea en ted by JXr Hastmga and ha counacl to bare become 
the mstmment of destroying hia mother and grandmother, 
and ererything else that ought to be dear to manidnd 
throughout the whole train of his family 

Jlr Hastmgi, hamg resolfcd to seize upon the treasurrs 
of the bognma, a at a loss for tome pretence ofjustiJ^c the 
ant His first j^ustificatton of it u on grounds w\icn all 
tyrants hare ready at their hands. He begins to discorer a 
legal title to that of which he wished to w the poaaesaor ; 
and on thm title sets up a daim to tbceo treasures. I say 
hlr HasUugi eet up thu daon, beennre by this time I sup* 
pose your lordships will not bear to hear the Nabob’s name 
on fucb an occaston. The pnsouer pretended that by the 
Mohomedan law these goods did belong to the Nabob ; but 
whether they did or did not, be had himself been an actire 
instrument in the treaty for secunng their possession to the 
Begums j a secunty wmch ho attempts to imlock by his ctm- 
•truebous of the hlahomedaQ law Hating set up this title, 
the guarantee still remained, and how it he to j^ndof th&lf 
In ma usual way You hate rebelled; you nate taken up 
arms against your own son (for that is the pretext), and 
therefore my guarantee It gone, and yonr goods, whether you 
hate a title to them or not, are to bo confiscated for tout re* 
bellion ; this is bis second expedient by way of justmcation. 

Your lordships will ohserro tbo strange situaUoo in which 
we are hero placed. If the fact of the rebellion can bo prored, 
the dtseussiaa of the title to the property in qaestme will be 
totally oselcBa ; for if the ladies nad actually taken up arms 
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to cut the iSahoVB throat, it ■would require no perpon to 
come from tlm dc.ad to prove to us that the Nabob, but not 
Mr. Ilnstingp, had a right for hia o\\Ti security and for his 
ONN'n indemnification to take those treasures, which, whethor 
they belonged to him or not, were employed in hostilities 
against him. The law of Fclf-defcncc is above every other 
law ; and if any persons draw the sword against you, violenco 
on your part is justified, atul you may use your sword to take 
from them that property by which the}' bavc been enabled 
to draw their sword against you. 

But tho prisoner’s counsel do not trust to this justifica- 
tion they set up a title of right to these treasures ; but 
how entirely they have failed in tlieir attempts to substantiate 
either the one or the other of these hia alleged justifientions, 
your lordships will now judge. And first with regard to the 
title; the treasure, they say, belonged to the state. Tlie 
grandmotlicr and mother have robbed the son, and kept him 
out of his rightful inheritance. They then produce tho 
lledaia to show you what proportion of tlio goods of a hlus- 
sulraan when he dies goes to his family, and here certainly 
there is a question of law to be tried ; but Mr. Hastings is a 
great eccentric genius, and has a course of proceeding of his 
own ; ho first seizes upon the pro])crty, and tljcJi produces 
some Alahomedan UTiters to jmove that it did not belong to 
the persons who were in possession of it. Ton would natur- 
ally expect that when he was going to seize u])on those 
■goods, he would have consulted his chief justice, for as Sir 
Elijah Impey went with him, he might have consulted him ; 
and have thus learnt what was the hlahomedan law. Eor 
though Sir Elijah had not taken his degree at a hlahomedan 
college, though he was not a mufti or a molavie, yet he had 
always muftis and molaries near him, and he might have 
consulted them. But ]\Ir. Hastings does not even pretend 
that such consultations or conferences were ever had. If he 
ever consulted Sir Elijah Impey, where is the report of the 
case, when were the parties before him ? Where are the 
opinions of the molaries ? Where is the judgment of the 
cnief justice ? Was he fit for nothing but to be employed 
as a messenger, as a common tipstafi”? Was he not fit to try 
these rights, or to decide upon them ? He has told you here 
indeed negatively, that ho md not know any title Air. Hast- 
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mga had to'iwxo.npon tha pnroerty of t>>o Begumt, except 
upcm hi8 hypotheatt of the rebellioiL He wai uked, if Ge 
knew any other He anawwod no. It cotueguently appean, 
that Mr Haatmga, though bo bad before him hia doctor* ol 
all lawa, who could unriTel for hun all the eni^pnax of all 
the lawa m the world, and who bad hunaelf abooe upon 

S 'ujna of llahomedan law, in tbe caw of the Nudcn 
m , did not dare to put tbt* case to bir Ehrab Impoy, 
ak what waa hu opinion coDcemmn the ngnn of theao 
people t he waa tender, 1 tnppoec, of the reputation of the 
chief juatice. For Sir Elnab ImpaT, though a rery good 
man to write a letter, or take an alncuTit m a comer, or nm 
on a metcan, to do the boaineaa of an under-abenili tipctaiT, 
or bom'baiu^ waa not dt to gire an opinion on a «}ue*tioo of 
Hahomedan law. 

You hare hcord Ah Ibrahun KhAn referred to , this 
Mkhoraedan lawyer was earned by ilr IfaBtioM up to Be- 
narct, to be a witnen of tbe rart good he bad oone ra th^ 
pronnee, and waa made chief loitiee there. Alh indeed that 
we know of him, except tbe high character ffiren of him by 
Hr Haatiog*. I belioitv that be ia tbe AlT Ibrnhim KbAo 
whom in the Company'c record* I 6ad mentioued os a per*on 
pnng bribe* upon eome former occasion to Jlr llwtuigaj 
nut wnatercr he wa» bealdea, ho wa* a doctor of tbe ilahomed- 
an law, he wa* a mufti, and wu made XIr Ilastlog* tho 
pHnapol judge ra a criminal court, cxerosine (a* I bcUerr) 
likewiao a considerable dxil jurisdiction, and thrroforo ho 
was qualified as a lawyer; and XIr llasUags cannot object 
to hu quaiificahon* albCT of Intcgnty or of knowleupo. 
This man wa* with bun. Why did not no consult him upon 
Ihii law? "Why did he not make him out a case of John 
Hoo and Hkhard Hoe, of John Stoke* and John a Nokesf 
XVby not say Sinub pos*coe# such things, under such and 
such drcumstances, mrn me your opinwn upon the legality 
of tbe poCTCwdon. No ; bo did no such thing 
Your lordships, 1 am sure, will tiunk it a little eitrmonlK 
nary, that neither thw chief justice made by himself, nor thit 
other chief justice whom bo led about with him m a string; 
tho one an EncUsh chief juntwe, with a Jlahotnedan suit* 

In hi* court; the other a Mahoroedtn chief juiticr of the 
country; tlmt neither of them wa* consulted as lawyers br 
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the prisoner. 3h)1h of ihein wrri- ijulood olhotnvise cjn| 
hy him. 3‘'or we iiiul .Mi J}>r.'i)u’ii) KIkid employed i 
Munc t^ulwervieut eaj':udty in wliieh Sir Ihijnh Imjie; 
Ml order, 3 j^uppo^e. ii* l.eep ihe l.iw f)!' 3h)p):i»d niid ll 
of ^Inliuinet n ju>t ]i:ir; for upon lids etpudit 

3Inslin”;s .nhvnys values hiiuf-elf’. Xeillier id’ tlu’se l\v( 
iusliees, 1 sav, was ever eoiwulted, iior one ojiiuion \ 
but they wore both employed in the eorrespomlem 
private oxeeutiou of lids nbouduahle jirojecl. when (li 
Minor lu’mself lind not eitlier leisure or jierliajis eour 
pivc Ids pvddie oriler in it (ili tldn^s got to greater ri)) 

To Sir IClijali 3mpey, indeed, he did juit a ipiestioii 
upon my word, it did not reijuiro an (Mdipus or a S))i\ 
answer it. Say.< In*, I a.shed Sir 3vlij;di Jmpey — \Vi' 
question on the title between tlio Naiioii and his me 
jN*o Pueh thing. 31e pubs an liypothetieal qiie.Htion. 
posing, says he, a reheliion to exist in that count ry ; w 
jNnboi) be justified in .seizing the goods of the rebels? 
is a question decided in n moment ; and I imist. Imvcai 
to Sir 3’31ijah Impey, of which I am incap.ablc, to der 
proju icty of In's answer. 33ut oh.«ervc, 3 jiray yon, my 
there is something peeulinrly good and correct in it ; h 
not take upon him to .say one word of the actual e.xiste 
a rebellion, Uiongli he was .at the lime in the count ry, 
there had been any, he must liave been a wit ness to it 
so cliasle wn.s Ids character as a judge, that lio woul 
touch ujion the juries’ offiee. 1 nm chief justice here 
he, though u little wandering out of my orbit ; yet sti 
sacred ollice of justice is in me, IDo you take upon yc 
fact ; 1 liud the law. Were it not for tins sacred atli 
to separate jurisdictions, lie luigiit have been a tolerable 
of the fact. Just as good a judge as !Mr. Ilastiugi 
neither of them knew it any other way, as it appears 
wards, but by rumour and reports ; — reports, i belie 
Mr. Hastings’s own raising ; for 1 do not know tliat Sir ! 
Impey liad auything to do with tliem. 

33ut to proceed. With regard to tho title of those ] 
according to tlie Mahomedan law ; — you have nothinj 
before you by tbe prisoner’s counsel, bub a quotation ci 
izith the scissors from a Mahomedan law book (w’b 
Busnoct verv much the learned peuilemeu havo.nevei 
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throagb), dcclAnnf bow a Slahomedan'i efiects are to be dtt* 
tribnt^ But Mr Hartmga could not, at the tme, bore 
conmlted tbat kamed coonaol wbo now defeodi bim npon 
tbe pTineipleB of the Hedala, tbe Hc?daia not banng l^a 
then pobliabed m Engbah , and 1 will renturo to aaj, that 
neither Sir El^Jab Imp^, nor All rbrohim KbAn, nor anj 
other peraon, hi^h or low, tn India, ercr euggested thxa de- 
fence j and tbat it was never thought oC till latelj foond bj 
tbe IflCTTted connael m the EngUab tranalatton of tbe llcdam. 
God bless me I now taja Mr Haitmga. '\Vbat ignorance 
have I been m all tbii time I 1 thought 1 was aeixing this 
xn^ostlj, and tbat tbe pretence of rebellion was nece ss ary; 
bat counsel bare foond out a book, nnee published, a^ 
from It th^ prodoee the law upon that subioct, and show 
tbat tbe I^bob had a right to aeixo npon treaiuTCt of 
hts mother Bat are your lordships so ignorant— yoor lord- 
ships are not ignorant of anything, — are any men so ignorant 
as not to know, that in erety country tte common law of 
diftribation of toe estate of an intestate amoogst pnrate in- 
dmdoalj is no rule with regard to tbo £imQy arrancTTmests 
of groat pnnees Is any one ignorant, tha^ from the days 
of tho ilrte origin of tbe f’ecsian monarchy, the laws of which 
hare become roles ever doce for almost all tbe monarebs of 
tbe East, tbo wires of great men Karo bad, iixlcpendent of 
the common diatnbatloQ of their goods, great sums of money 
and great estates m land, ono for Ibeir girdle, one fur their 
veil, end so otL going through tbe rest of their ornaments 
and athre ; end ftiat tb^ held great estates and other cfTccts, 
orer which tbe reigning monarch or his successor had no 
control wbatcrer Indeed, my lords, e more cnrumi and 
extraordinary ipedet of trial than tbn of a question of right 
Dcrer was beard of since tbe world began, Mr HastinM 
begins with seinng tbe goods of tbo Begums at Fyiabs^ 
nine Ihomimd miles from you, and fourteen years after tries 
the title In an Eoglitb court, without haring one prrson to 
appear for these tniMrablo ladies. 1 trust you will not suffer 
toil mo^eiy I hope Ibis last and ultimate shame will be 
spared nst for, I declare to Qod, that tbe defmee and the 
nrincipJes of it appear to mo ten thousand times worse than 
tl e act itself 

Kow, roy lords, this enmlnal, through sb counsel, cbooaet 
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•ith tlieir usual flippaucy to say, tliat the Commons have 
■ecu cautions in stating this part of the charge, knowing that 
-hey were on tender ground, aud therefore did not yenture 
0 say entitled, hut possessed of only. A notable discovery 
ndeed! AVe are as far from being taken in by such miser- 
able distinctions as we are incapable of making them. We 
certainly have not said that the Begums were entitled to, but 
only that they were possessed of, certain property. And'we 
have so said because we were not competent to decide upon 
their title ; because jmur lordships are not competent to de- 
cide upon their title; because no part of this tribunal is 
competent to decide upon their title. Tou have not the 
parties before you ; you have not the cause before you, but 
are getting it by oblique, improper, and indecent means. You 
are not a court of justice to try that question. Tiie parties 
are at a distance from you. They are neither present them- 
selves, nor represented by any counsel, advocate, or attorney : 
and I hope no House of Lords will ever judge and decide 
upon the title of any human being, much less upon the title 
of the first women in Asia, sequestered, shut up from you, at 
nine thousand miles distance. 

I believe, my lords, that the Emperor of Hindostan little 
thought, while Delhi stood, that an English subject of IMr. 
Hastings’s description should domineer over the Vizier of his 
empire, and give the law to the first persons in his dominions. 
He as little dreamed of it as any of your lordships now 
dream that you shall have your property seized by a dele- 
gate from Lucknow, and have it tried by what tenure a peer 
or peeress of Great Britain hold, the one his estate, and the 
other her jointure, dower, or her share of goods, her para- 
phernalia, in any court of adawlet in Hindostan. If any such 
thing should hapnen, — for we know not what may happen ; 
we bve in an age oi strange revolutions, and I doubt whether 
any more strange than this, — ^the Commons of Great Britain 
would shed their best blood, sooner than suffer that a tribu- 
nal at Lucknow should decide upon any of your titles, for 
the purpose of justifying a robber that has taken your pro- 
perty. We should do the best we could, if such a str^ge 
circumstance occurred. 

The House of Commons, who are virtually the repreaefita- 
tives of Lucknow, and who lately took £500,000 of their 
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money, xtH not lufier ttie natiTe* flret to b« robbed of their 
property, and then the titlea, which, by the law* of tbnr own 
eoirntry, th^ haTe to the co^ tbw poweaa, to bo tned by 
toy tribunal m Great Bntaun AvTiy waa it not med in 
India before Mr HaitmnP One would tuppose that an 
Kogliab poremor, if callw to decide upon Boob a claim of 
the Nabob’a, would doubtleaa be attended by ladgea, mufti#, 
lawyeia, and all the appamtua of legal joitice^Ko such 
tbmg 1 thiB man marches into the country, not with molanw, 
not with muftta, not with the aoleran epparatua of Ol^ental 
joahoe t— no j he goea with coloneU, and captains, and robots , 
theee are hie lawyera; and when he geta there, be demands 
from the partiesj not their title. — No Giro me your money, 
u bu cry It ii a ahame (and I will ronture to say that 
the»e gentlemen, trpon recollection, wiH fe^ aihamed) to leo 
the bv justify what the sword ts ashamed of In reading 
this correapondence, I bare found these great muftu tnn 
lAwyera, theae grrot chief justices, ettonuea^goneral, and so* 
liatore-generah called eolomU and enpt tins, ashamed of these 
proccediogif and endearoanog to mitigate tbcir cruelty; yet 
we tee Bntisb Uwyen m a British tribunal supporting and 
Justifying these ac^ on tbo plea of defectire titles 

Ibe Icaruod eounad taka, mlb an air of triumph, whether 
these ladies pcuscssed tbesotre asu rrs by future, dower, wilt, 
or settlement. AVbat was the title F Was It a deed of gift 
— was It a derise — was it Jonaltc eonta wtortU — was It dower 
— was it jointure — what was itF To all which sennoless 
and absuro questwos we answer. Ton asked none of these 
questions of the partiea, when too guaranteed to them, by a 
solemn treaty, the posae^on of their good# Then was the 
time to bare asked these questions i but you asked none of 
them. You suppored their right, and you guarontred it, 
though you might then hare asked what was their right 
But* besides the force and nrtuo of the guaninfco, tliere un- 
happy princesses had ransomed tbemwlres from anr claim 
upon their property Thf7 paid a mm of moner, applied to 
yoermse, for that guarantee They had a treble title— by 
poesetslon, br guarantee by purchase 

Again j did you ask these questions wlien you went to rob 
them of their landed estates, IhHr money, their ornaments, 
aaderentheirwearingapparel? ’When yon seat tbo«gre>t 
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lawyers, major — ^major — and tlie other majors, and colonels, 
and captains, did you call on them to exhibit tlieir title 
deeds P No — with a pistol at their breast, you demanded 
their money. Instead of forging a charge of I’ebellion against 
these unhappy persons, wh)’ did you not then call on them 
for their vouchers ? No rebellion was necessary to give va- 
lidity to a citnl claim. AVhat you could get by an ordinary 
judgment did not want confiscation called to its aid. "When 
you had their eunuchs, their ministers, their treasurers, their 
agents, and attomies in irons, did you then ask any of these 
questions ? No — Discover the money you have in trust, or 
you go to corporal punishment — yoU' go to the castle of Chu- 
nar — here is another pair of irons ; — this was the only lan- 
guage used. 

When the court of directors, alarmed at the proceedings 
against these ancient ladies, ordered their Indian government 
to make an inquiry into their conduct, the prisoner had then 
an opportunity and a duty imposed upon him of entering 
into a complete justification of his conduct ; he might have 
justified it by every civil and by every criminal mode of pro- 
cess. Did he do this ? No — ^Tour lordships have in evidence 
the manner, equally despotic, rehellious, insolent, fraudulent, 
tricking, and evasive, by which he positively refused all in- 
quiry into the matter. How stands it now, more than twelve 
years after the seizure of their goods — at ten thousand miles 
distance ? You ask of these women, buried in the depths of 
Asia, secluded from human commerce, what is their title to 
their estate. Have you the parties before you ? have you 
summoned them ? where is their attorney ? where is their 
agent ? where is their counsel ? Is this law ? Is this a legal 
process ? Is this a tribunal — the highest tribunal of all — ^that 
which is to furnish the example for, and to be a control on 
all the rest P But what is worse, you do not come directly to 
the trial of this right to properly. You are desired to sur- 
round and circumvent it ; you are desired obliquely to steal 
an iniquitous judgment, which you dare not boldly ravish. 
At this judgment you can only arrive by a side wind. You 
have before you a criminal process against an offender ; 
one of the charges against him is, that he has rohhed matrons 
of high and reverend place. His defence is that they had 
not the apt deeds to entitle them in law to this property . In 
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their good* but of their honour, to coll them di»wuon, 
•witH^^oen, cheat!, de£r»ad«« of thew own tom Is o hear- 
ing for them, no pleading, oil appeal out ott "Wa! erer a 
man mdicted for a robberj, that a, for the forcible ttkmg « 
the goods poaaeaaed by another, aaffertd to deiiro the pro* 
teentor to toov the deode or other initrumaotf by wfuen he 
aoqmred thote goodi ? The idea n contemptible and ndicu- 
loni. Do ibeee man dream f Do they conceire m tbeireon* 
foeed imagmationi that you can be here t rying neh a goo- 
txon, and Tcntunn^ to doode upon it f Tourlordthlpi will 
nerer do that which if you did do yon would be unlit to 
■nbut ai a tribunal for a tingle hoar , and if we on our part 
did not bring before you thm attempt at the hearleft eggra- 
ration of the prboncr’i enmet, we ebould betray onr tru»t 
u raprea en tatiret of the Oommont of Great Britain Hamg 
made thitprotaat m CtTonrofbw, of juetice, and good policy, 
panait me to take a tingle et«p more 
I win now abowyonr lordthipe it it ray poatibU, nay 
rery probable, and aImo«t certain, that a great part of what 
th^ ladle* poatened woi a nring of tl^ own, and inde- 
pendent of any grant It appear* in the paper* before yon 
tiiat theee tmfortonate ladies had about £70,000 a year land* 
ed property. Mr Bmtow atatea in erideueo bcfoiu your 
loTuhip* tfiat their annual expenae* did not exceed a lade 
and a end that their income waa about aoren Lseka; 
that they had po*»e**ed thi* for twen^ year* before the 
death of Bgjah Dowlah, and from tbe death of that prince to 


TOQwill leethat by a regular and strict economy tbe*e people 
may hare aared eomiderable property of tbeir own, intkw 
pendent of their title* to any othw property { and thU b a 
ratkmnl way o£ accoontinp for their being eitremely neh. 
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other lego., means hy which women in Asia become possessed 
of very great property ; but Mr. Hastings has taught them 
the danger of much wealth, and the danger of economy. He 
has shown them that they are saving, not for their famines, 
for those who may possibly stand in the utmost need of it, 
but for tyrants, robbers, and oppressors. 

My lords, I am really ashamed to have said so much upon 
the subject of their titles. And yet there is one observation 
more to be made, and then I shall have done with this part of 
the prisoner’s defence. It is that the Nabob himself never 
has made a claim on this ground; even Air. Hastings, his 
despotic master, could never get him regularly and system- 
atically to make such a claim ; the very reverse of this is the 
ti'uth ; when urged on to the commission of these acts of 
violence by Mr. Middleton, you have seen with what horror 
and how reluctantly he lends his name, and when he does so 
he is dragged like a victim to the stake. At the beginning 
of this affair, where do we find that he entered this claim 
as the foundation of it? Upon one occasion only, when 
dragged to join in this wicked act, something dropped from 
his bps which seemed rather to have been forced into his 
mouth, and which he was obliged to spit out again, about 
the possibHity that he might have had some right to the ef- 
fects of the ]6egums. 

We next come to consider the manner in which these acta 
of violence were executed. They forced the Nabob himself 
to accompany their troops and their resident, Mr. Middleton, 
to attack the city and to storm the fort in which these ladies 
lived, and consequently to outrage tlieir persons, to insult 
their character, and to degrade their dignity, as well as to 
rob them of all they had. 

That your lordships m^ learn something of one of these 
ladies called the Munny Begum, I wiU refer you to Alajor 
Brown’s evidence ; a man i^o was at Delhi, the fountain- 
head of all the nobility of India, and must have Icnoivn who 
this lady was that has been treated with such iudi^ty by 
the prisoner at your bar. Major Broivn was asked, "I^at 
was the opinion at Delhi respecting the rank, quality, and 
character of the princesses of Oude or of either of them ? 
The elder, or Munny Begum, was, says he, a woman of high 
rank ; she was, I beheve, the daughter of Saadit AJi Kh&n, a 
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pereon of high nmk m the time of ilahomed Shahv — Do 
TOu kocnr whotber unr ^ornan m all Hlndoatan ttu cotb* 
dered of sepanor nmk or birth f he BMwen, I beliere not, 
except thoeo of the rojal familj She Taa a near ration to 
Mirta Shnflee KhAn, who wun a noble of noblet, the firit 
peraon at that day in the empire. In annrer to another qooa* 
turn pot by a noble lord, m the tame examination, reapecrting 
the conTOmtion irbich bo had ^ntb hCirza Shufic© JvbAn, 
and of irbich he had mren an account, bo aayi, he (llina 
ShufTee KMn) apoke of the attempt to aoue the trcaanrw of 
the Bcgntna, irhich waa then anepfccted, in terma of rcacnt- 
ment and aa a diagmce in wbtcn be paitiapatcd, as bolng 
related by blood to the houao of SufTder Jung, who was tho 
husband of the old Begnm He aayt aflennu^ ra the tame 
examination, that be, the Bcgnm’a husband, was the second 
many and that her father was the Qnt man, in tbe Slogul 
empire. Kow tbe Mogul empiro, when this woman came 
into tho wnrld, waa an empiro of that digni^ that kings 
were ita tubje^ I and thia Tory Mlrxa Shuffco Ehio that 
we apeak oC her near relation, waa then a pnneo with a 
mQllon a year reronue, and a man of tiro first nmk, after 
the Great Mogul, in the whole empire. 

My lords, these were people that oogbt to ham been treat- 
ed with a little decorum. When we consider tho high rank 
of their husbands, tbeir fatbera, and their cbQdrcn— rank 
ao high that wo ^to nothing fcn Great Dntam to compare 
With theirs — we cannot bo aurpnsed that they were left m 
potacjwion of great roTcuuoa, great landed cstatce, and great 
monied proper ty All the female parts of tbeae familtca, 
whose nllianco was, doubtless, much courted, could not bo 
proffered In marriage and endowed in a maoiter agreeably to 
the dignity of such pcrKrrtt, but with great sums of moncr \ 
and jour lordships most also consider tho muUitndc of chih 
dren of which these families Crcqoently consisted The con- 
aeqncncca of this robbery were such as might naturally be 
expected- It is said that not coe of tho females of this 
family has emeo been pren in mamage. 

But all thu has nothing to do with tbe rebeUiott. IftW 
had, indeci rebelled to cut their own son’s throat, there it 
an end of the business. Dnt what endeneo ham you of this 
fact j and if none can bo produced, does not the ptisooer'a 
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defence aggravate infinitely liis crime and tliat of his age:it8 P 
Did they ever once state to these unfortunate vromen that 
any such rebellion existed ? Did they ever charge them Avith 
it ? Did they ever set the charge down in vmting, or roahe 
it verbally, that they had conspired to destroy their son, a 
son whom Mr. Hastings had brought there to rob them P No, 
this was what neither Mr. Hastings nor his agent ever did ; 
for as they never made a civil demand upon them, so they 
never made a criminal charge against them, or against any 
person belonging to them. 

d save your lordships the trouble of listening to the man- 
ner in which they seized upon these people, and dispersed 
their guard. Mr. Middleton states that they found great dif- 
ficulties in getting at their treasures ; that they stormed their 
forts successively, but found great reluctance in the sepoys 
to make their way into the inner enclosiues of the women’s 
apartments. Being at a loss what to do, their only resource, 
he says, was to threaten that they would seize their eunuchs. 
These are generally persons who have been bought slaves, 
-and who, not having any connexions in the country where 
they are settled, are supposed to guai'd both the honour of 
the women and their treasures with more fidelity than other 
persons would do. We know that in Constantinople, and 
in many other places, these persons enjoy offices of the 
highest trust, and are of great rank and dignity ; and this 
dignity and rank they possess for the purpose of enabling 
them to fulfil their great trusts more effectually. The two 
principal eunuchs of the Begums were J ewar and Behar Ali 
IQikn, persons of as high rank and estimation as any people 
in the country. These persons, however, were seized, not, 
says Mr. Hastings, for the purpose of extorting money, as 
assumed in the charge, but as agents and principal instru- 
ments of exciting the insurrection before alluded to, &c. Mr. 
Hastings declares that they were not seized for the purpose 
of extorting money, but that they were seized in order to 
be prmished for their crimes, and, eo nomine, for this crime 
of rebellion. Now this crime could not have been committed 
immediately by Avomen themselves ; for no woman can come 
forward and head her OAvn troops. We have not heard that 
any woman has done so since the time of Zenobia, in another, 
part of the East ; and we know that in Persia no person can 
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bebold tlie fiico of a ■woman of rank, or ipoak to fiuuiles 
of condihon but through a curtam j therefore thcj" could 
not go out themaelrea and be aefare m a reboUion. But, I 
own, xt -would bo ioroo aort of pretnmption agauiat them if 
Joww All Khin and Behar TTb^tn had beaded troopa and 
be6n ooneemed m acta of rdmllion } and the pmoner’a coon* 
ael hare taken atmn dance of paina to ehow tmt each peraocka 
do ■ometnikei head arnuea and command legions m the Bast. 
This ire acknowled^ that thej eometime* do. If theao 
eunudia had behaTod m thii war, if they had headed armiee 
and oommandod lemons, for tw purposes of rebdhon, it 
would hare been a (air prosompbon that their mistresses were 
concerned m it. But lostead of any proof of such facts, Mr. 
Hastings aimply asjs, wo do not arn»t them for the purpose 
of cxtOTting money, hut as a punishment for their crimes. 
By ilr IGddleton's account too wtD e« the utter falsity of 
tbis atserbon. God knows wh^ be has said that u trua. It 
would iudeod be singular not to detect him id a falsity, but 
in a truth. I will now show your lordships the utter fixity 
of tha wicked allegatioii. 

There is a letter from Hr Middleton to Sir Inper, 
dated Fyiabad, t^ 2^tb of January, 1782, to whieh I will 
call your lordships’ attention. 

" Dear Sir Ebjah, — I hare tbo salWartwn to inform you 
that we bare at length so iar obtained tbo great object of 
our expedition to thu place, as to commeuce on the receipt 
of monw, of which, in tbo course of this day, we hare get 
about six I know not yet what amount we sull 

actually reahxe, but I think I may eaftly Tenture to pro 
nocnee U will ^ equal to the Uqumtlon of the Company’s 
balaneo. It bos bMo at once the moat important and the 
most difficult point of duty which has erer occurred In my 
office j and the anxiety, the Lopes, and fears, which bate 
alternately agitated ror mmd, cannot be described or eon* 
celted Vat by those who hare been witness to what has 
passed in the eourso of thb lonn ecnlcat. The fKsbob’s^ 
ministers hare supported mo nobly, and desme much eom* 
mcadation. Wthout the shrewd discernment and knowledge 
cf the flpeite and tncks of the countiy winch Ifydcr Beg 
Khin possesses, T beWs we should hare sucewed Ku 
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doin^ Trtdcii, boweinr, wo fotmd a great deal of difficulty. 
You wouH ima^e tliia last exprenioit, that it wai ant 
two euQucha, with a fow miRrable wo m e n twinging aboot 
them, that had to aetxe, but that they ^d to break 
throngh afl tbo guard* whi^ wo sea lorwa •ometime* break- 
ing throat wb« th^ went to «t at their ladies. HardJr 
CTcr did ™ beauty ot a young eadfe tueh rapture ; i 
defy all the Gianni tfaia country w<n fnmiih to produce a 
more wonderful effieek th»t^ waa produced by the hoarda of 
these two (dd women in the boaoms of Sir Impey and 
Hr. Middleton. “TVe hero got,” bo ojuldzigly tsya, “we 
hare got to tho aecret hoarda of ihi* old lady 7” and I eerily 
beliere there nerer wma a paadon lets diaaembled; there 
nature ipoke { there waa truth triumphant, hoocet truth. 
Othert iUgn a pa**^ ; imt nobooy can doubt the rap- 
toret of Mr. Hattinga, Sir Bli)ah Imper, and Hr. Middleton. 

Hy lorda, one wodd hare erp^ed to h&ee found here 
•omethifig ol their oimes t tometning of thrir rtbeUion ^ for 
he talk* of a few “ oe c e ea u -r aereriti^** Bot no; tod find 
the read criminal, tho read ot^ect, waa the aeeret boar» of the 
old ladiea. It la truo e/ha ttvfritiet were Doceeasry to ob- 
tain that ol^eet i bowerer, they did obtain It. How then did 
they proc e ed f'— First, tb^ tbemaolTca took and receiTcd in 
weight and tale all the money that waa in the place ; I aay 
oH, for whether there waa any more tb<^ nerer hate dia- 
coTcrtd with all their eeardi from that day to this. There- 
fore we f^riy presume that th^ had discovered all that there 
waa to diacoTCr with regard to moooy. They neat took from 
these unfortunate peopm an eongemeot for the amount of 
treaaure, at a definite turn, without knowing whether they 
had it or not j whether th^ could procure » or not, Tbo 
Bow Begum luu told uj,aa your lordabip* hare it Ineridenre, 
that they demanded frima her a million of money t that the 
of courto denied haring any ouch rums ; but Mr. Middleton 
forced her unfortunate eunuch* or tTwasums, by aome /e%f 
tfTtfilift, to gire tbeir bond for £000,000. 

You woola imagine that when these eunacha had cirenop 
all that waa £n tbor power, when they had rirre »■ hood ff 
wrhat they had not ffor they were only toe treaiunya of 
other pcwle), that the bond would not hare been rigidly 
cudetL But what do Mr. Uattiagi and Mr. blUdletoo as 
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Boon as they get their plunder ? Tliey ^vent to their own 
assay-table by whicli they measured the rate of exchange 
between the coins in currency at Oudeand those at Calcutta, 
and add the difiercnco to the sum foV which the bond was 
given. Thus they seize the secret hoards; they examine it 
as if they Avere receiving a debt ; and they determine wliat 
this money Avould and ought to produce at Calcutta : not 
considering it as coming from people wOio gave all they had 
to give, but aB what it would produce at the mint at Calcutta, 
according to a custom made for the profit of the residents ; 
even though Mr. Hastings upon another occasion charged 
upon M!r. JBristow as a crime that he had made that profit. 
Tliis money, my lords, was taken to that assay-table which 
they had invented for their own profit, and they made their 
victims pay a rupee and a half batta, or exchange of money, 
upon each gold mohur ; by which and other charges they 
brought them £60,000 more in debt; and forced tliem to 
give a bond for that £60,000. 

Tour lordships have seen in what manner these debts were 
contracted ; and that they were contracted by persons en- 
gaging not for tliemselves, for they had nothing ; all their 
property was apparently their mistresses’. Tou will now 
see in what manner the payment of them was exacted, and 
Ave shall beg leave to read to you their own accounts of their 
own proceedings. Tour lordships Avill then judge Avhethcr 
they Avere proceeding against rebels ns rebels, or against 
wealthy people as wealthy people, punishing them under pre- 
tence of crimes for their OAvn profit. 

In a letter from Mi. Middleton to Mr. Hastings, after two 
other paragraphs, he goes on thus : — “ It remained only to 
get possession of her wealth ; and to effect this, it was then 
and is still my firm and unalterable opinion that it Avas in- 
dispensably necessary to employ temporizing expedients, and 
to work upon the hopes and fears of the Begum herself, and 
more especially upon those of her principal agents, through 
whose means alone there appeared any probable chance of 
our getting access to the hidden treasures of the late Vizier; 
mid when I acquaint you that by far the greatest part of the 
treasure which has been delivered to the Nabob was taken 
from the most secret recesses in the houses of the two eu- 
nuchs, whence, of course, it could not have been extraolied 
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’wUboui the adoption of those meani irluch coold indoee the 
ducoTwy, I ihall hope for jour approbation of what I did; 
I muit liio oboarre that ik) fiirtber njoni that which 1 
exerted could bare bedn need against feoalM in this conntrj, 
to whom there can be no occea , the Nabob and Solar Jong 
were the onlj two that could enter the senana, the fint 
was a ecm, who was to address a parent, an d of course could 
use no language or action but that of earnest and rmtentcd 
solicitation , and the other wta in oil appeanmoe a traitor to 
OQT cause. VTbere force could be cmptojed it was not 
spared ] the troops of the Begum were dnren swa/ end di^ 
pertodj their guna taken i btf fort and the outward walla 
of her house sebed and occuped bj our troops at the Ns* 
boVs reqaisiticci, and her chief agenii impnsonod and put in 
irons. No further step was left. And in this situation th^ 
still remain, and ore to continue (eicoptmg onl/ a ttmlssion 
of the irons) tmtil the final liquidation of {he payroenti end 
if then tou deem it proper, no possible means cf o^ce 
being len in her bands, or thoee of her agents, all her lands 
and propert 7 haring bera taken, 1 mean, with Tonr sanction, 
to restore her bouse and serrantB to her, and Mpo to be la. 
Toured with your early reply, as I expect that a firw days 
will complete the final surrender of all that U further expect- 
ed from the Begum.” 

There are some thmgi in this letter which I shiH beg year 
lordsbipi to remark there ii mention made of a few pre* 
llmlnaiy screntics need by Mr bDddleton in order to get it 
their money { well, be dia get at the money, end ho got a 
bond for the poymeut of on additional sonij which they 
thought proper to fix at about £000,000. to wbidi was adic^i 
another usurums bond for £00,000 » and m order to extort 
these forced bonds, and to make up their aggrarated crimes 
of usury, Tiolence, and oppression, they not there eunuchs 
into pri^ without food aod water, and loaded their limbs 
With fcttcrai— this was their second imprisonment; sndwbal 
followed these few serentlcs, your Icnlshipi will remark-^ 
still more serentiei. They conllnucd to p ersecute, to of- 
prcfi, to woA upon these men by tortore and by the fear of 
torture ; till at loJ't haring found that all their ptoccrdlngs 
were totallr Inefiectual, they desire the wotneu to surrendcT 
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tlieir liousc ; though it- is in evidence before yon. that to re- 
move a woinnu from her own house to another house with- 
out her consent is an outrage of 'the grcnle.«t olroeity, on 
account of which many women have not onlv threatened, 
but have actually put thcm.sclve.s to death. ]^rr. Hastings 
himself, in the case of Mnnny Hegum, had considered such 
'n proposition ns tl>o last degree of outnage that could be 
oflered. These women otTcred to go from house to house 
while their residence was searched 5 hut, no, say their tor- 
mentors, the trensure may he hriched up in so large n house 
in such a manner that wc cannot find it. 

But to proceed wdth the tre.almont of these unfortunate 
men. I will rend to your lordships a letter of Mr. Middleton 
to Captain Leonard Jaques, commanding at Byzabad ; 18th 
jyiarch, 1782. 

“Sin, — I have received your let ter of the 13lh instant; the 
two prisoners, Boh.ar and .Tewnr AH Khan, having violated 
their written solemn engagement with me, for the payment 
of the balance due to the bonourable Company, on the Knbob’s 
assignments, accepted by them, and declining giving mo any 
aaliefactory assurances on that head, I am midcr the disagree- 
able necessity of recurring to severities to enforce the said 
payment. This is therefore to desire that you immediately 
cause them to be put in irons, and kept so until I shall arrive 
at Byzabad, to take further measures, ns u)ay be neces- 
sary.” 

Here is the answer of Captain Jaques to Mr. Middleton. 

“April 23rd, i;82. 

“See, — Allow me the honour of informing you that the 
place the prisoners, Behar Ali Klmn and Jewnr Ali Khan, nro 
confined in, is become so very unhealthy, hr the number 
obliged to be on duty in so confined a place at (hi.s hot season 
of the year, and so situated that no reduction can, with pro- 
priety, be made from their guard, it being at such a distance 
firorn the battalion.” 

Ton see, my lords, what a condition fbc.se unfortunate per- 
sons were jn at that period ; you see they were put in iroru. 
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in » pUce highly xmhfelthy , tnd from thli ytra irill Judge c/ 
the treetmtnit -which followed the^iw tftenUft The fir»t 
yielded r bond for £600,000; the »woad, a bond for £00,000 ; 
ihe thud wu mtmdcd to extort the peyment of thcM bond*, 
and eompleted their aenea. 

I win now read a letter from Captain Jaquea to Mr iCd- 
dleton, from the printed mlnntee; dated Palace, Fyzabad, 
Jfay 18th, 1782, eonaeqnently written nearly a month after 
toe former 

“ Six,— like priaonerijB^iar and Jewar All KMn, who teem 
to be rerr aiduj, hare reqneatod their irons might be taken 
off for a lew dari, that th^ might take modicino, and walk 
' about the garden of the place where they are confined, to 
asmt the m^dne in its opeiation. I«ow,asl am sure they 
wonld be equally aa eeecre without their mms as with (hem, 

I think it my duty to tnfom you of tbia rtqucat, and desire 
to know your pleaaxtre cenemung it. 

(Signed) "Ltoxamn JiQon*' 

On the 22nd May, 1782, Captain Jaqucs'a humane pro* 
po^ is thus replied toby Mr MiddletOD- — “lam lonyrtis 
not in my power to comply with yemr proposal of easing 
the prlaonen for a few daya of their fetters. Much as mr 
humanity mar be tooched py their aufienugs, 1 should tblnlc 
it inexpedient to afford them any aDonalion, wble they per» 
erst m a bmeh of their contract with me; and indera no 
indulgence could be* shown them without the authority of 
the Nibob, who, matcad of consenting to moderate the ngours 
of their situation, would be most willing to multiply them. 

(Signed) “Natiiakiil iliDDtrrox" 

I wEft now call your lordships* attention to other letters 
connected with this transaction. 

LetterfromMajorGnpintoMr 3nddIeton,JuneCth,lTS2, 

*8!x, — A crecshlT to your imtmrticms, 1 went to the 
pmoceTijBcbarana JTewar All Khin, accompanied by Hoolaa 
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Roi, who read the papers respecting the balance now due. 
&c. «Ssc. 

“ In general terms they expressed concern at not being 
.able to fischarge the same without the assistance of the Be- 
gum, and requested indulgence to send a message to her on 
that subject, and in the evening they would give an answer. 

“ 1 went at the time appointed for the answer, but did not 
receive a satisfactory one ; in consequence of which I desired 
them to be ready at the shortest notice to proceed to Luck- 
now ; and explained to them every particular contained in 
your letter of the Ist instant, respecting them. 

“ Yesterday morning I sent for Lataffit Ali Khkn, and de- 
sired him to go to the Bow Begum, and deliver the substance 
of my instructions to her, which he did, and returned with • 
the. enclosed letter from her. Brom some circumstances 
which I have heard to-day, I am hopeftil the prisoners will 
soon think seriously of their removal, and pay the balance 
rather than submit themselves to an inconvenient journey to 
Lucknow.” 

To Major G-ilpin, commanding at Fyzabad, from Mr. Mid- 
dleton : — “ Sir, I have been favoured with your letter of the 
fifth instant, informing me of the steps you bad taken in 
consequence of my instructions of the first, and covering a 
letter from the Bow Begum, which is so imsatisfactory that 
I cannot think of retummg an answer to it. Indeed, as all 
correspondence between the Begum and me has long been 
stopped, I request you will be pleased to inform her that I 
-by no means wish to resume it, or maintain any friendly 
intercourse with her, until she has made good my daim upon 
her for the balance due. 

“ I have now, in conforaity to my former instructions, to 
desire that the two prisoners, Behar and Jewar Ali Khcin, 
may be immediately sent under a sufficient guard to Luck- 
now, unless, upon your imparting to them this intimation, 
either they or the Begum should actually pay the balance, or 
give you such assurances or security for the assets to be im- 
mediately forthcoming, as you think can be relied upon ; in 
which case you will of course suspend the execution of this 
order.” 
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ifr BiciuuTl Johnson to Jtliyar Gflpfn, Lacinor, 24lh 
June, 1782 1 — "Sir, I haTO rweiwl tbo noaonrof jonr letter 
bf the 20tlt. The prisoner* tmred hero thi* moroir^j 
Ifeutensnt Crow hu dehrered them orcr to Captain 'W*u^ 
and retoni* to m a da/ or tiro. 

“I think their bmt to too a rery good one, and worth im- 
prorlng npon , wu the Bow Begum to tbiTik that *ho mart 
go to A l l^ b fld, or any other place, whDe her pahmo ii 
■earched for the hidden tmeuro of the Ute Vmer, it might 
go further than any other step that can be immediately taken 
towards procuring payment of the balance outstanding 

“ Tlio pruonei* are to bo threatonod with seronuei to- 
morrow, to nuke them discorer where the balance may bo 
proonrable, the fear of which may possibly bare a good edmi 
and the apprehensions ofthe Be^m, lest they sboald discoTer 
the hidden treosnre, may indnce her to make you tenders of 
payment, which you may giro any reasonable enconragement 
id pemete Out ca*f oeenr to you. 

® The jagHire cannot bo released to her on any ether 
terms, nor eren to the Kabob, until the fiio Iscks for wbirb 
rt was granted be paid op . and tbo pruoners must also be 
detained until tbo Tull lacka be liquidated i conic^entlf 
nothing but the fear of an inerease w demand, upon breach 
of ttiefipst engagement onber pert, will induce bee to prompt 
psyment." 

Letter from Itr Bicbard Johnson to the commanding 
officer of the guard} Lucknow, 23rd July, 1782 "Sir, 
aomo Tiolent demands haring bora made for the rclesiwof the 
prisoners, It ts necessary tiat crery possible precautKm bo 
taken for their security Tou will therefore be pU-ased to be 
rery strict in guarding themj and I herewith rrod another 
pair of fetters, tobe aifiled totbooe now upon the prtfoneT*" 

Letter from Bobort Stcero AHen to Bichard Johnson, E»q, 
achng resident; Lucknow, 23rd JuIt, 1782:-— "Sir, 1 hue 
leeehed your mstmctIcma,andordemf the fetters tobe added; 
bat they ore by much too small for thetr feet The utmost 
regard shall bo to the security of the pnsouers I bar# 
sent bock the fetter* that you mar bste them altered, if you 
ihini proper” 
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' Letter from Mr. Jotmson to tlie officer commanding tlio 
guard; Lucknow, 28tli June, 1782: — “Sir, The Nabob 
having determined to inflict corporal punishment upon the 
prisoners under your guard, this is to desire that his officem, 
when they shall come, may have free access to the prisoners, 
and he permitted to do with them as they shall see proper, 
only taking care that they leave them always under your 
charge.” 

I will now trouble your lordships with the following pas- 
sages from Mr. Holt’s evidence : — “ Q. Did you ever see the 
two ministers 'of the Begum ? — A. I saw them brought into 
Lucknow. — Q. In what situation were they when you saw 
them brought into Lucknow ? — A. They were brought in 
their palanquins, attended by a guard of sepoys. — Q. Under 
whose command were the sepoys ? — A. That they were 
brought in by ? — Q. Tes, — A. 1 do not recollect. — Q. Were 
those sepoys that brought in the prisoners part of the 
Nabob’s army, or were they any British troops ? — H. To the 
best of my recollection, they were detached from a regiment 
then stationed at Dy/abad. — Q. In whose service was that 
regiment? — A. In the Company’s. — Q. Were they imprisoned 
in any house near that in which you resided ? — A. They 
were imprisoned immediately under the window of the house 
in which I resided, close to it. — Q. Did you, or did you not, 
ever see any preparations made for any corporal punishment ? 
^ — A^ I saw something of a scaffolding. — Q. For what pur- 
pose ? — A. I heard it was for the purpose of tying them up. 
— Q. Whose prisoners did you consicler these men to be ? — 
A. I considered them as prisoners of the resident ; they were 
dose to his house, and under an European officer.” 

Tour lordships have now seen the whole process, except 
one dreadful part of it, which was the threatening to send 
the Begum to the castle at Ohunar. After all these cruelties, 
after all these menaces of further cruelties, after erecting a 
scaffold for actually exercising the last degree of criminal 
pimishment, namely, by whipping these miserable persons in 
public; after everjfhing has been done but execution, our 
inability to prove by evidence this part of their proceedings 
has secured to your lordships a circumstance of deco^m ob> 
Borved on the stage, where murders, executions, whippings, 
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and cmdbe* arc performed belihid the iceiies. I inor t$ 
certainly u a man can knoir anch a thm^, from a docomenl 
which Icaoiiot prodaee m erfdence her*} but J bare it ia 
tbe tandwTiting of the reiident,2Jj Bmtow. that Brfur Afi 
KbAn was actually acooiged fa the manner that wo speak oL 
1 had it m wnting m tho man*# band \ I put the oueation to 
him, bat he refused to anawer it» betauao ho tbougnt it nu^ 
criminate himaelf^md eliminate ua all i bat if your lordihipa 
•aw the acoflbld erected for tbe porpoae, and of this wo hait 
endeoce, would roa not oeceaaarilT briiero that tbe •eourg* 
mg did follow r All thin was mme in tho namo of tm 
Kabob s bat If tbe Nabob (a tbe per ao n riaimiDg hu &lhrr't 
effects, if tbe Nabob la tbe peraon rnidicating a rebellion 
agamst himelf opoci hla nearrat rdabona. why did be not 
fa peraon take a tingle step in this matter r '\Vbydoweaea 
nofamg but hia abu^ name in it f We tee no order under 
hia own hand. We aee all tbe order* giren ^ tbe eod Air. 
Mjddloton, by the ootrageoiu Mr Jolmscm, all that gang 
ofpervmi that the pnaoner uaed to dtagrac* the BnUtb name. 
'Who are tho officers thatstormed thetrfortf wbontoethe 
iroua P who aent them P who eupphed them P They are 
all, all Engliah officers. Ibere la sot an appearance errn of 
a mfaiator of the Nabob’s, fa the whole transaction. The 
ActoTv are all BogUshara { and we, as Eorhsbmro, call for 
punuhmeat apoa thoeo who bare thus oegraded and dls- 
tiODOurcd tbe ^gluh name. 

We do not u»o torture or cmeltiea, eren for tbe ijwitest 
enmea, but hare banished them from our courts ofjuiUcej 
wo noTor lufTer them iu any eaae Yet thooe men, m order 
to force others to break their moot peered trust, inflict tortures 
upon them They drag their poor ncUma finm dungeon to 
dungeon, from one place of pumahment to another t and wboi« 

It on account of an extorted bond | for they owed no money, 
tnoy eonld not owe any j but to grt tbu miserable bsUnce of 
£G0,D00 founded opoo their tables of eichao^j •fter they 
had plundered there ladwa of £600,000 in money and 
£70,000 a year In land, they could not be patirfled without 
putticuy usn^ and eitortion upon tyranny and opnrewton. 

To enwree this unjust detnauA tbe miserabfo rfrtmis wem 
Impnaoned, ironed, acouwed, and at last threatened to be sent 
pTMonera to Cbonar. Tl^ menace succeeded. Tb* |>ersoB» 
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Trhc Imd resisted irons, wbo lind been, ns the Begums sny, 
refused food and rratcr, stowed in nn unwholesomo, stinbing, 
pestilential prison, tbeso persons wiilistood cvorytliing till 
the fort of Clmnar was mentioned to them ; and then their 
fortitude gave way ; and why ? The fort of Chunnr wan not 
in the dominions of the Nabob, whoso rights they pretended 
to be vindicating ; to name a British fort, in their circum- 
stances, was to name everything that is most horrible in 
tjTanny; so at least it appeared to them. Tliey gave way; 
and thus were committea acts of oppression nncl cruelty un- 
known, I will venture to say, in the history of India. The 
women indeed could not be brought forward and scourged, 
but their ministers were tortured, till, for their redemption, 
these princesses gave up all their clothes, all the ornaments of 
their persons, all their jewels, all the memorials of their hus- 
bands and fathers, all were delivered up, and valued by 
merchants at £50,000; and they also gave up £6000 iu 
money, or thereabouts ; so that in realitj' only about £5000, 
a mere nothing, a sum not worth mentioning, even in the 
calculations of extortion and usury, remained unpaid. 

But, mj lords, what became of all this money ? "When 
you examme these witnesses here, they toll you it was paid 
to Hyder Beg Khdn. Now, they had themselves received 
the money in tale at their own assay-table ; and when an 
account is demanded of the produce of the goods, they 
shrink from it, and say it was Hyder Beg Elhfin who received 
the things, and sold them. "Where is Hyder Beg Khfin’s 
receipt ? The Begums say (and the thing speaks for itself), 
that even gold and jewels coming from them lost their value ; 
that part of the goods were spoUt, being kept long unsold in 
damp and bad warehouses ; and that the rest of the goods 
were sold, as thieves sell their spoil, for little or nothing. In 
all this business, Mr. Hastings and Mr. Middleton were them- 
selves the actors, chief actors ; but now, when they are called 
to accoimt, th^ substitute Hyder Beg Kh&n in their place, 
a man that is dead and gone ; and you hear nothing more of 
this part of the business. 

But the sufferings of these eunuchs did not end here; 
they were, on accoimt of this odd £6000, confined for twelve 
months, not prisoners at large, like this prisoner who thrusts 
his sore leg into your lordships’ faces everv day, but in harsh 
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•nd cruel confloement. The*o are tb« pereoai Itat I fc+1 
for It u thdr dungccm, it la tbcir unrereng^d wroiig* that 
moT© mo. It u far theae umocent, tniterablo. unhappy men, 
•who were gullfy of no offence but fidelitr to their ttii»tT«»e*, 
in order to rex and torture whom ftho flrit women m Aab) 
m the penons of their umuatora, tneae crneltiea wc ro tier* 
emed , tbeae are they for whom I feel, and not for the tnoer- 
ahle tore leg or whining cant of this pnaoner He haa been 
tbe author of all these wronga , and if you tranafor to him 
any of the aympathy you owe to tbeae •uffcreri, you do 
wrong — ^you Tiolate compaaaion. Ihmk of their froua. Dos 
not erumnal, who put on theae inma, been without one 
iron? Haa be been threatened with torture f IlaBhobecn 
locked up withoDt food and water ? IlaTo hia aufferings been 
aggrarated aa tbe euffennga of thcee poor men were aggra- 
rated f What pomahtnent has been mdicted, and what can 
be indicted, upon him m any manner commcmrurale with lha 
atrocity of hia enmeaf 

At laat, my lorda, these unhappy men were releaaed. Jfr 
Briatow, who had hixa aeot to Lucknow, writrt to hlr Hut* 
inga, and infortaa him that aeTentics could do no more t that 
itaprbonmenta and metucea coold iret no more money I 
beuere not ( for 1 doubt toudi whotber any more wai to ho 
got. But whether there waa or not, all the arti of eator- 
tion, fortified Iw all tbe arta of tyranny, of erery name and 
■pedea, had failed, and therefore Hr Bnatow releaaed the 
pnaoners} but without any warrant for to doing from Hr 
llaitinga, who after haring rcceired this letter from itr 
Bnstow, geti the tupreroe couodl to order Ihete rery reren* 
bet to be continued, till tbo hit farthing was paid, in order 
to indnee the cmmcil to tanetion thU measure, ho tupprervd 
Jlr Briftow’a dcdarttion— that eerentw* could do nothlne 
more In ciacting further pajmenta j and tbe resident, 1 tno, 
was afrerwards obUqoely punubed for hit humanity by Hr 
Haiti ngt. 

Hr Bnstow i letter is dated tbo 12th of Bcccmhcr, and bo 
thus writes 1 — 

“Tbe battalion at Friahsd [where tbe Begums and tbrir 
ministers had been confined] u recalled, and my letter to tbe 
board of the first inaUnt w explained my conduct to iLo 



TTAEnEir HABTHTGSj ESQ. 


206 


Begun] . The letter I addressed her, a translation of which I 
heg leave to enclose (^o. 2), was with a view of convincing 
her that yon readily assented to her being freed from the re- 
straints which had been imposed upon her ; and that your 
acquiescence in her sufferings was a measure of necessity, to 
which you were forced hy her extraordinary conduct. I 
wished to make it appear, this was a matter on which you di- 
rected me to consult the Yizier’s pleasure, that it might he 
known you were the spring from whence she was restored to 
her dignity and consequence.” 

On the 3rd of March following, the council agree to send 
the following order to Mr. Bristow: — “We desire you will 
inform us if any and what means have been taken for recov- 
ering the balance due from the Begum at Byzabad, and, if 
necessary, that you recommend it to the Yizier to enforce the 
most effectual means for that purpose.” 

My lords, you see the fraud he has put upon the council. 
You will find that Mr. Bristow’s letters up to the 3rd of 
March had been suppressed ; and though then communi- 
cated, yet he instigated his cat’s-paw, that blind and ignorant 
council, to demand from the Vizier the renewal of these very 
severities and cruelties, the continuance of which the letters 
in his pocket had shown him were of no effect. Here you 
have an instance of his implacable cruelty ; you see that it 
never relaxes, never remits ; and that, finding all the re- 
sources lof tyianny useless and ineffective, he is still willing 
to use them ; and for that purpose he makes a fraudulent con- 
cealment of the utter inefficacy of all the means that had 
been used. 

But, you will ask, what could make him persevere in these 
acts of cruelty, after his avarice had been more than satiated ? 
You will find it is this. He had had some quarrel with these 
women. He believed .that they had done bim some personal 
injury or other, of which he nowhere informs you. But, m 
you find that in the case of Cheit Sing, he considered his vi- 
sit to Goneral. Clavering as a horrid outrage against him- 
self, which he never forgave, and revenged to the ruin of that 
miserable person ; so you find that he has ayowed_tee same 
'malicious disposition toward the Begums, arising from some 
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■im3*r caaie. It page 367 of your printed mmnte*, be nyi, 
“ I am aorry that I nmit in troth add , that a part of the re- 
•entment of tbe Begums ms, as I had too much reason ta 
aoipect, directed to myealf peraonal^ The Ineidecta irhich 
gare nae to rt are too li^t to be mixed ”»ath the profcaaed 
fubject and occasion of detail ; and aa they want t)>e aa> 
thentuaty of recorded endcoce^ I oonld lay no claim to 
credit m my relation of them. At some penod I may be 
indooed to offer them to the world, zny intimate and on* 
erriim mdgea, both of that and of eraiy other trait in my 
poliboal elmracter " 

IXy lords, yon hare an aneodota here handed to ron, which 
is the koy of a groat part of this transaclkm. lie had dc» 
tennined upon some deep and dospcrate rerengo for some 
injiny or aoitmt of some land or mher that be thought he 
hZl rec ei red Cram these people. He accuses them of a per* 
•onal quarrel with hunjelf) and yet be has not the hononr or 
bonestr to teQ yoa what it waa,— what rt was that could in* 
dace tWi to entortam sn^ a penoml resentment against 
him, as to rain tbemaelrea and their country by their 
posed rebellion. He cays, that some time or c<brr be will tell 
U to tbe world. Why did be not teQ bis counsel, and au* 
tbonxe them to tdl a ctoty which could not be unimportant, 
as it was connected wHb a rebellkm which shook, the Bntbb 
power in Indm to its foundation f And if it be true that this 
rebellion bad its rise m some wicked act of this man, who 
had offimded these women, and made them, as he cays, hit 
mortal enemies, you will then see that tou nersr can go so 
deep with this prisoner, that you do nos End m erery crimi- 
nal act of his some othCT enminal act. In the lowest deep 
there Is still a losrer deep. In erery act of bis erndtr there 
is some hidden, dark motire, worse than the act iUeU^ of 
which be Just prea you a hint, without exposing it to that 
open l^ht which truth courts, and Cdsehood t^ly sUnks 
from. 

But cruelly as they haro nffered, dreadfully ss they hare 
been robbed, insulted as they hart been, in crerf mode of 
insult that be offered to women of their rank ] all this 
must hare been highly anprarated by roafng from such a 
m*ri as hCr Middleton, loo bare heard tbe andscieus and 
inrulHag language he has hdd to them | his declining to cor* 
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respond n-itU them, and the modo of his doing it. There arc, 
my lords, things that embitter the bitterness of oppression iU 
self; — eoutumelious acts and language coming from persons 
•who the other day would have licked the dust under the feet 
of the lowest servants of these ladies, must have embittered 
their v\Tong8, and poisoned the very cup of malice itself. 

Oh ! but they deserved it. — They were concerned in a 
wicked, outrageous rebellion : first, for expelling their ovrr. 
son from his dominions ; and secondly, for expelling and ex- 
tirpating the English nation out of India. Good God Al- 
mighty ! my lords, do you hear this ? Do you understand 
that the English nation had made themselves so odious, so 
particularly hateful, even to women the most secluded from 
the world, that there was no crime, no mischief, no family 
destruction, through which they would not wade, for our 
extermination ! Is this a pleasant thing to hear of ? Ecbel- 
lion is, in aU parts of the world, undoubtedly considered as a 
great misfortune — in some countries it must be considered os 
a presumption of some fault in government. JS~owJicrc is it 
boasted of as supplying the means of justifying acts of cruelty 
and insult, hut xciih us. 

"We have, indeed, seen that a rebellion did exist in Bar- 
ratcli and Gorruckpore. It was an universal insiureclion 
of the people ; an insurrection for the very extermination of 
Englishmen ; for the extermination of Colonel Hannay, for 
the extermination of Captain Gordon, for the extermination 
of Captain "Williams, and of all the other captains and colo- 
nels exercising the office of farmer-general and sub-farmer- 
general, in the manner that we have described. We know 
that there did exist in that country such a rebellion. But 
mar^ my lords, against whom ; — against these mild and 
gracious sovereigns. Colonel Hannay, Captain Gordon, Cap- 
tain Williams.— Oh unnatural and abominable rebellion! 
But ■will any one pretend to say that the Nabob himself was 
ever attacked by any of these rebels P No ; the attacks were 
levelled against the English. The people rose in favour of 
their la-wM sovereign, against a rebellion headed by Mr. 
Middleton, who, you see, usurped his authority ; — ^headed by 
'Colonel Hlannay ; — ^headed by Captain Gordon ; — ^headed by 
all those abominable persons exercising, tmder the Nabob a 
name, an authority destructive to himself and his subjects. 
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Agtmst them thero ma $> rtbeUtor j trot mi tHta an im* 
njitunil wb«DMm?— A rcbdhjTn agtmit unrped eralbori^, 
to KtTO the pnsee, Hi ADdrgp, am ttote from a nt .f TUe 
iisurpera. 

Mj lordi, I ibiU eoon dow oor praceodlog for this dar ; 
because I wish to leare tlu* part of oor charge strongly and 
distinctlj- jmpresaed upon your lordships’ memory, and be- 
caOM nothing can oggramto it. I shall next proceed, m the 
further exammatjon of the priiCDet's defmeo, to dimpate, 
aa 1 trust we bare done, and aa I hope we ih^ do, all the 
ttlsorahle stuff they bare giren by way of defence 1 shall 
often hare occasion to rep^ and pieu upon your lotdsbips, 
that that misorehle defenco la a bcary aggravation of bn 
enme. At present I shall condudo} iMring tha port of oar 
charge with the mpresmon upon your lordships’ mlnda, that 
tbu pretended rdxHum waa merely an iniumction against 
the Enghsh, exQted by their oppreamon. If tho rebellion was 
aolnat the Ifaboh, or if he was the author of the oppression 
wnlcb caused it, why do the EngUsh only appear to be eon* 
cemed m both of themP Ilow roaes it that the liabob 
nerer appears to hare expreased any resentment agalast the 
rebeiaf ^^’o shall prote, beyond s doubt, that tno Bejmms 
had nothing to do with it. There waa, indeed, u I hare 
already aaid, what may be called a rebellion ; but it was a 
rrbelljcm anintt — not the Nabob, but in favour of tho lawful 
pnneo of too country r--fi5auist the usutpers of hu autbont^ 
and tho destroyers of his country into this, as a rebctfion, 
Str UasUngs has eharped these womrn , bo has charged them 
with a war against their son, for tho purpose of eitmnlnatinp 
Ibe Eogluh, Look, I pray you, at the whole busmen ; rou- 
nder all tbo circumstances of it, and aek youitrlves whether 
this » not a charge not only to grossly improbable, but *o 
perfectly impessiblc, thu there is not any endcnce whirli 
am make it ertm pUutible. 

Cotalder next, my lords, on tho other side, the etldmrr of 
llieir innocence, and then ank yoursolrrs whether ant ad- 
ditional matter could make Ita probability In the least degrep 
more probable. Jty lords, tho endcnco «o have produced 
u D^tDcr more nor Jen thin that of almost aH the pmons 
who htTB had a share in exatmg that rebcUioo, and who, to 
hrtUfy their own horrible cruelty, hare attempted to charjs 
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Ut IiCna>i,-~T<mr lordtbi^ wiB rtcoUfct that we docrd 
tb* lut dMj of joar proeecdiog in tbu tml at a moet mtcmt- 
ing part 01 our charpe, or rather of our obeemtiona upon that 
charce. "Vre clotea at that awful moment when wo fcmnd 
the uret women of Oade pQlagtd of all their landed and of 
all their ttwmed propertj, m abort of all thc^ poweaaod. 
We doaed by redtmg to you the laUo prelenee on which 
thU plUam waa defended, naiacly, that it was the work of 
the Ntboo Now wo had before prortd to you, from eri* 
denee adduced the nnaoner hiiwl^ that tbu Nabob waa 
a mere tool in hu banoi | and therefore if this jiretcmce be 
true, it aggrarate* hit pult) for rarely the forcing a ion to 
nolate the property of ms mother mart C T Ciy where be «rn« 
ndcred a enmo most portentoua and enonnoua. At thu point 
we cloecd , and, after the detail which has been girtn you 
already of these horrible and islipiitona proceeding*, rome 
apoloCT may perhaps bo neccsiaiy for entering again into 
tM rmutation of thu imqniUma pirtenco. 

My honcrorable fellow-manager, who preceded me in this 
hotlneas, did, in hu remartea upon the infer en ce drawn by 
tbo priaonor’i counsel from the »eitnT0 of the Betjam'a trea- 
aorc* by the Nabob, as eridenco of thetr guilt, as he ought to 
do,— ho treated it with proper contempt. 1 consider it in- 
de^ to be as little an e^coco of thnr pnll as he does, and 
as bttle a defence of that actrnre as he acN>t. But I consider 
it in another and m a now light, namely, as a hrary scgri* 
Tatlon of the pntoner’i enmea, and as a matter that wfli let 
ron Into the whole inint of his poremment; and 1 warn 
\ our lordships against Wiog imposed on by erasiotu, of wfcieh 
If It wm* possible for you to bo the dopes, you would be un« 
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fit to be judges of tbe smallest matters in tbe world, civil or 
criminal. 

The first observation which I shall beg leave to make to 
your'lordships is this, that the whole of the proceedings from 
beginning to end has been a mystery of iniquity, and that in 
no part of them have the orders of the Company been regard- 
-ed; but on the contrary, the whole has been carried on in a 
secret and clandestine manner. 

It is necessary that your lordships should be acquainted 
with the manner in which the correspondence of the Com- 
pany’s servants ought to be carried on and their proceedings 
regulated ; your lordships, therefore, will please to hear read 
the orders given concerning correspondence of every kind 
uith the country powers. You will remember the period 
■ when these orders were issued, namely, the period at which 
the act passed for the better direction of the servants of the 
Company, By this act Mr. Hastings was appointed to be 
.Governor- General, and the court of directors was required, 
by that act, to prepare orders and instructions, which Mr. 
Eastings was requi^, by the same act, to comply with. You 
wiU see what these instructions and orders were, and in what 
manner he has complied with them. 

Extract of general instructions to the Governor- General 
and council, 29th of March, 1774 : — “We direct that you 
assemble in council twice every week, and that all the mem- 
. bers be duly summoned ; that the correspondence with the 
princes or country powers in India be carried on by the 
Governor- General only, but that all letters sent by him be 
first approved in council, and that he la^ before the council, 
at their next meeting, all letters received by him in the 
course of such correspondence, for their information. We 
likewise direct, that a copy of such parts of the country cor- 
respondence be communicated to our board of trade (to be 
constituted as hereinafter mentioned), as may any ways re- 
late to the business of their department.” 

You will observe, my lords, two important circumstances 
in these instructions. Eirst, that after the board had regular- 
ly met, the Persian correspondence, kept by the Governor 
only, was to be communicated to the council ; and secondly, 
that he should write no answer to any part of the business 
until he had previously consulted the council upon it. Here 
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ii tlio law of th® land ; an order g l rroi In pnmanc® of an 
act of parliament. Tour lordilupa will conaldeE how Mr 
HastmgB comported bhnaelf with regard to thoM orden i for 
we dhaigo it aa a acbftantiTe enme, independent of the 
cnmmal prennnptioni oming jjT>m *li«t he Tiolaled an 
act of parliament, whidi nnpoaed dir^ initmetiona npoo 
him, as to the manner m whi^ be was to condoct aU matters 
of botinets with the natire powers. 

Mj lordly wo contend etrouglf, that aU the poaihro rulea 
and injnnotioni of the law, thon^ they are nu^y positire, 
and do not contain anythmgbnt mere matters of regolation, 
shall be atrictly obaerred ^e reason is this, and a aerfous 
reason it is official tyranny and oppression, comiption, 
pocnlation, and bnbory are crimes bo secret in tbeir nature, 
that we can hardly errr get to the proof of them, without 
the aasutancQ of mks, o^ers, and regulations of a posihre 
uaturo, intended to pr or en t the perpetntKm of these cruses, 
and to detect the oneoder m case ibo crimes should bo ac- 
tually perpetrated. Ton ought therefore to presume, that, 
wheoew nch rules or bva aro broken, these enrses are in- 
tended to be committed | for yon hare no means of security 
against the commucon of vxtei crimes, but by enforemg 
p^tire laws, the breach of which must be always plain, open, 
and direct. Soch, for uiitaoce, is tbe spint of tbe laws, that 
alt^ugb TOO cannot directly prore bnWry or smuggling in 
a hunorea cases where they imre been committed, you can 
proTO whetber tbe proper oocuments, proper rockets, proptr 
entries In regular offices bare been obserred and penormed 
or not By these means you lock the door against bribery i 
you lock tbo door aninst eorroption, sgmast rmonlbg and 
contraband trade } but bow F by falliog upon and attacking 
thooficneeF No, by fsUiog upon and attacking the breach 
of the regulation, ktm proro that tbe man broio tbo regu- 
Utton } a^ as be could bare no other motire or iatemt in 
brtakang it, you presume that be broke it fraudulently, and 
Tou punish the man not for the crime the TCguUtkm wm 
meant to prerent, but you punish him for the breach of the 
regulation it*el£ 

Next to tbo breach of these ponhre instruction*, your 
lordship win attend to tbe consequent eonoralment and 
m)»tet7 by whxh it was aceompsnkd. All cottmracnl 
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must, to preserve its authority, be sincere in its declarations, 
and. authentic in its acts. AVlieuever in any matter of policy 
there is a mystery, you must presume a fraud ; •whenever in 
jiny matter of money there is concealment, you must presume 
misconduct ; you must therefore affix your punishment to the 
breach of the rule; otherwise the comuction of public de- 
linquents -would be unattainable. 

I have therefore put before you that rule ■which he has 
■violated ; and -we, the Commons, call upon your lordships to 
enforce that rule, and to avenge the breach of it. You Iiavc 
seen the consequences of breaking the rule ; and ■u'o have 
charged and do charge it as a hea-vy aggravation of those 
consequences, that, instead of consulting the council, instead 
of laying the -whole correspondence before them, instead of 
consulting them upon his ans-wers, ho went himself up into 
the country, took his Majesty’s chief justice along with him, 
and made that person the instrument of those -wrongs, -vio- 
lences, robberies, and concealments, which we call upon your 
lordships to punish. 

My lords, an extraordinary circumstanee occurred in the 
course of our proceedings, in another place, which I must 
state to show you in what a horrible manner your laws have 
been trampled upon and despised. None of the proceedings 
which have been last stated to your lordships, respecting the 
seizure of the treasures of the Begums, appear upon any pub- 
lic record whatever. ITrom the manner in which they came 
to our knowledge, your lordships -will perceive what must 
have been the prisoner’s o-wn opinion of the horrible nature 
of proceedings, which he thought so necessary to be con- 
' cealed. 

Whilst we were inquiring into the -violences committed 
against the Begums, in breach of the treaty entered into -with 
them, there came into my hands an anonymous letter, con- 
taining a full account of aU the matter which has lately been 
stated to you. It came anonymously ; and I did not know 
from what quarter it came. I do not even know writh cer- 
tainty at this hour. I say, not -with certainty, for I can only 
form a conjecture. This anonymous communication enabled 
us to produce all the correspondence -with Mr. Middleton 
respecting the cruelties exercised towards the Begums and 
their eunuchs, in order to extort money. We found the 
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ntmea uf 3I&3or Gilpm and wrrral other pcrvoni in theto 
letter*, "We alio fotmd m them a rtrang foi ■mefl of a Sir 
£3\jali Impoj, that hu hmih and crime had left behmd Urn i 
WB trmcefl him by that acentj and as we prococded we dll' 
eoTgred the footsteps of aa tnanr of the wolTca as Mr ITast- 
ing* thoucht proper to leave tnere. "We sent for and ei. 
aimned llr ^ddleton, and Mi^or GDpln produced hi* 
corrcepotidence. When wo applied to llr lliddleton, we 
foond that all this rart of hu correspondence had been tom 
out- of bis book. But hanng come at it by mnns of our 
anonymoo* commnnieatian, we anbeconently prored and es- 
tablished it, in the manner wo hare acme, before your lord- 
ahips. Hero then yon hare important matter which this 
anonymous letter has brought to light, and otberwiso the 
whole of this corrctpondenco so essential to tho interests and 
joatice of Great Bntam would hare been concealed by thla 
wicked man. Thua,I aay, hia nolatioa of a posihre law 
would bare retnamed ondiseorcted, if tnero aedaent had not 
enabled us tJ tmee thia tnwuity of ita source Tberefuro I 
begin our p roceedlaci this day, by atstiag to your lordsb^ 
tbu fact, and by calling upon your justice to puniab him for 
this nolatioa of the laws of hia country 

We hate told you who (ho instrumcnti wero by whkK 
all this wickedness was committed, Mr hliddlcton and Mr 
Johnson persons who wero aent as amba'«ador* to Teprrsent 
tho interests of the Company at tho court of an independent 
pnncc. Oter this princo they usurped an absolute power, 
they OTcu mado use of BntUh officers In his own sort and 
rceciTing hts pay, to cnslare hh person, and to forte him to 
rob hisldttdred. Theeo agent* wero aJdcd by an Bnpiwh 
chief justice, sent under tho authority of an art of paHla- 
ment to represent the sorerdgn majesty of Bnglbh justice, 
and to be a restraint upon tho misconduct of the Company'* 
serrauU. These are tw in^tniment* with which this man 
work*. We hare shown you bis system | we hare ihown 
you hii iiwtrumeDts ; wo w21 now proceed with the examt- 
nation of the ^ t rctcneei upon which thh homd and neftrtoa* 
act Is attempted to be justiGcJ. c hare not entered Into 
thl* eiaminatioo A’r the rake of rcfulmg things that want no 
refutslion, but for the purpose of showiog you the spirit of 
the whole pr oceeding and msking It appear to your lord 
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fillips, ns I trust it Avill nppear, tlmt the "wicked act done tlii 
is nnt half so bad ns tbe wcked defence inndo bore. 

The first part of Sir Elijah luipey’s commission, ns y( 
lordships ■will remember, was to seize upon the Begums’ ti 
Eures. He bad likewise another budget of instructions, "wh 
has been discovered in the trunks of which your lordsh 
have heard, — secret instructions to be given by him to I 
^liddleton, for the furtherance of this business. And tl 
his office of chief justice should not lie dormant, he was cc 
missioned to seek for affidavits, or written testimony fr 
any persons, for the purpose of convicting these women o 
design of atrociously revolting against their son, and dep 
ing him from the government, -with a view of getting rid 
the English inhabitants. This was the accusation; — r 
the evidence to support it Sir Elijah Impey was sent to c 
lect. 

My lords, I must here observe to your lordships, that th 
is no act of violence -which, merely as an act of violen 
may not in some sort be borne ; because an act of violei 
infers no principle ; it infers nothing but a momentary i 
pulse of a bad mind, proceeding, without law or justice, 
the execution of its object. Eor at the same time that 
pays no regard to law, it does not debauch it ; it does i 
•wrest it to its purposes. The law disregarded still exis 
and hope still exists in the sufferer that, when law shall 
resorted to, violence will cease, and wrongs wifi, be redressc 
but whenever the law itself is debauched, and enters inti 
corrupt coalition with violence, robbery, and wrong, then 
hope IS gone ; and then it is not only private persons tl 
Bufer,but the law itself when so corrupted is often perverl 
into tlie worst instrument of fraud and -sdolence. It then i 
comes most odious to mankind, and an infinite aggravation 
every injury they suffer. 

We have therefore in our charge strongly reprobated 
Elijah Impey’s going to take such affidavits. — Oh, but tl 
say, a judge may take an affidavit in his chamber private 
and he may take an affidavit, though not exactly in the ph 
of his jurisdietion, to authenticate a bond, or the Like. I 
are not to be cheated by words. It is not dirty shreds 
worn out parchments, the sweepings of "Westminster Hi 
that shall serve us in nlace of that iustice upon which f 
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name* uf Major QDpm and iOTeral otbw pemwi fa line 
letter*. "Wo alao found m them a rtrong foi tmeQ of * Sir 
lUijah ImMj, that hu broth tad crimo had kft behind hna ; 
we trn ced by that iceait j and a* wo tmjwodod we di*- 
coTcred the footitep* of aa taanr of tbo wolrc* m Sir lift- 
ing* thought proper to kare there, "We KCt for end ci. 
0 t u rn ed hlr hCddletoQ, and ili^or GHpln produced hJi 
corrcipondenee, “When wo applied to Jdr jLddletoo, wo 
found that *D thu part of hia corwepondnice been tom 
out of hii book. Bat haring como at it by mean* of our 
nnonymoo* oomtmmication, we aubaeouent^ prored and e** 
tabhahed it, in the manner wo hare done, beroro your lord* 
ehape. Here then yon hare nnportant matter whkh tbi» 
anooymooa letter baa brought to light) and otherwlio the 
whole of thn wi'eapondcnco *o eaaenhal in Ibn mtcrwta and 
juatica of Great Britain would hare been concealed by thi* 
wldted man. Thua, I aay, bU rioUtioo of a pealtiro law 
would hare remained tmdiMOTered. jf mere artiacnt bid not 
onablod oa to treeo this mfamty of lU lource Tberefore I 
begin our proc e ed fag* thu oay, by »tailng to your lordibln 
thu fact, end by ealUng upon jurtlee to pnolih him lor 
tbu Yiolation of the law* of bu rountry 

TV© haro told you wbo the inatnnDrnti were by which 
all tbu wichedoen waa committed, Mr iliddleton and Mr 
Johnion, per*oni who were ecut a* ambavadora to reprc H Ot 
the interesti ^ the CoropanT al the court of an independent 
pnncc. Orer tbia pnneo they usurped *n alwoluto power, 
they eren ma^ naeof Bnlub oCim* in bis own amice, and 
receirmc hu psy, to euilaro bu perron, and to forte him to 
hii kindrod Tbceo agent* were aided by an Eoglub 
chief juatiec, tent under the authority of an act of parlta* 
ment to ic p rcacnt the l O Tcrcign majeaty of EnglWi joitlec, 
and to be a re»tmint upon the touct^urt of the ConipoBy** 
aervauta. Tbeao are inilrumcnta with which thu taan 
work* "We hare rbown you bu ryatcmi we bare thoww 
you hu Inrtrurocnti j w e will now procetfd with tbe eiami- 
nation of tbo pretence* upon which thu horrid and oefirioa* 
act u attempted to bo jnaHfied ^Ve hate not entered into 
thl* examination for the rake of refuting thing* that w«nt no 
refotalKin, but for the purpowi of ibowing you the rpint of 
(he whole pi occeding. and making it appear to your lord 
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fillips, as I trust it will appear, ttat tlie wicked act done tliere 
is not half so bad as the wicked defence made here. 


Tbe first part of Sir EHjahi Impey’s commission, as your 
lordships will remember, was to seize upon tbe Begums’ trea- 
sures. He bad likewise another budget of instructions, which 
has been discovered in the trunks of which your lordships 
have heard, — secret instructions to be given by him to Mr. 
Middleton, for the furtherance of this business. And that 
his office of chief justice should not Lie dormant, he was com- 
missioned to seek for affidavits, hr written testimony from 
any persons, for the purpose of convicting these women of a 
design of atrociously revolting against their son, and depos- 
ing him from the government, with a view of getting rid of 
the English inhabitants. This was the accusation; — and 


the evidence to support it Sir Ehjah Impey was sent to col- 
lect. 


My lords, I must here observe to your lordships, that there 
is no act of violence which, merely as an act of violence, 
may not in some sort be borne ; because an act of violence 
infers no principle ; it infers nothing but a momentary im- 
pulse of a bad mind, proceeding, without law or justice, to 
the execution of its object. Eor at the same time that it 
pays no regard to law, it does not debauch it ; it does not 
wrest it to its purposes. Tbe law disregarded still exists ; 
and hope stdl exists in the sufferer that, when law shall be 
resorted to, violence will cease, and wrongs wiU be redressed ; 
but whenever the law itself is debauched, and enters into a 
corrupt coalition with violence, robbery, aud wrong, then all 
hope is gone ; and then it is not only private persons that 
Bu&r,hut the law itself when so corrupted is often perverted 
into the worst instrument of fraud and violence. It then be- 


comes most odious to mankind, and an infinite aggravation of 
every injury they suffer. 

We have therefore in our charge strongly reprobated Sir 
Elijah Impey’s going to take such affidavits. — Oh, but they 
say, a judge may take an affidavit in his chamber privately, 
and he may take an affidavit, though not exactly in the place 
of his jurisdiction, to authenticate a bond, or the like. We 
are not to be cheated by words. It is not dirty shreds of 
worn out parchments, the sweepings of Westminster Hall, 
that shall serve us in ulace of that iustice upon which the 
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world ftandft. A:ffidaTita I We lounr that. In the hn^uage 
of ooT coorti. affidanta do not ligmfy a bo^ of endeoce to 
tutfatin a enmloal chai^ but an ggumllf relahre to matter 
in proceaa collateral to the charge, which, not eomi^ before 
thy ury, are made known to the jad« bjr Way of afiBant 

But waa it erer heard, or will it be borne, that a pereon 
exercising a jadioal oSea under his Uajcstr should be* 
yond tbo sphere of his jonsdiction? iTiat be should desert 
the itatioQ in whioh be waa placed for the protection of the 
natires, and should marrti to such a place as Lucknow, in 
order to take depontloua for criminating pej eo u s m that eoun* 
tryj without so mnch as lettmg these poor Tictims know ono 
article m the depositions ao t&en ? Tbeae depositions^ my 
lords, were ma^ to cnminste , they were meant to justify a 
forferturo . and are not m the nature of those xolontary 
dsTiti wm^ whether within jonsdirticin or witboot, 
whether maae publicly or pritately, signify compantirely 
nothing to the csnse I do not mean to say that any process 
of any court has not Ha wwght, when the matter is within it 
m the ordinary coarse of procewdinn , it u the exUnordloary 
course, the ei^mdioal conduct, wmeh ditesti it of that just 
weight it otberww would hare. 

Tots chief justlco goes to laidmow, where he bolds his 
court, such as U wma. He is ready to authenticate any 
proecjs by the sienatare of the chief jnstico, In a 

pniyt which he holds by nlgbt, in a court whkh bo hoidi to 
they'll and secrecy He hold his court to Fymbadi ho 
r\“CinTiiii™j^^°<5’^ to the Nabob of Oade. la bte own espi^ 
rob bis W?,t girtog him the least knowlroge of or any now 
ebSef justice, "V proceeding to do. He bolds it at the 
mmt to rcprcerAf'WKau, a pensioner of the Nabol^ and the 
and to bo a mtniMa « Mr MHdloton, who is likewise, as we 
‘Plants. These aKone of the Nabob’s pensioners, a monop^ 
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ice wLat is brought out iu the face of open day. The nttest- 
.tions themselves, which j'ou have seen on the record before 
you. They wore brought out ; where ? there ? No ; they 
A'ere brought out in another place ; they were brought out 
at Calcutta; but were never communicated to the Nabob. 
He never knew anything of the matter. Lot us now see 
what those attestations were: your lordships will bear in 
mind that I do not advert to this thing which they bring as 
evidence in the way of imputation of its being weak, impro- 
per, and insulEcient evidence, but as an incontrovertible 
proof of crimes, and of a systematic design to ruin the ac- 
cused party, by force there and by chicane here ; these are 
the pnnciples upon which I am going to talk to you upon this 
abominable subject, of which, 1 am sorry to say, I have no 
words sufficient to express my horror. No words can express 
it, nor can anything but the severity of your lordships’ 
judgments find an adequate expression of it. It is not to be 
expressed in words, but in punishment. 

Having stated before whom the evidence collected in this 
body of affidavits was taken, I shall now state who the per- 
sons were that gave it ; they were those very persons who 
were guilty of robbing and ruining the whole country ; yes, 
my lords, the very persons who bad been accused of this in 
the mass by Mr. Hastings himself. They were nothing less 
than the whole body of those English officers, who were 
usurping the office of farmers-general, and other lucrative 
offices in the Nabob’s government, and whose pillage and 
peculations had raised a revolt of the whole kingdom against 
themselves. These persons are here brought in a mass to 
clear themselves of this charge, by criminating other persons, 
and clandestinely imputing to them the effect of tlieir own 
iniquity. 

But supposing these witnesses to be good for anything, ^ 
supposing it fit that the least attention should be paid them ; 
the matter of their testimony may very possibly be true, 
without criminating the Begum ; it criminates Saadit AJi 
Elfin, the brother of the Nabob ; the word begum is never 
mentioned in the crimination but in conjunction with his, 
and much the greater part of it criminates the Nabob himself. 
Now, my lords, I will say, that the matter of these affidavits, 
forgetting who the deponents were, may possibly be true, ac , 
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ikr aj rcapccts Saadit All TThAw , bnt that it ii nttcrlj* u hn« 
pTohaWe, which u the matn poiot and the itres* of the thmj, 
with reipect to the Beffumt, as it it impowible with pwpect 
to tha l«abob. That &iadit Ali, bem^ a militaiT man^aman 
ambitiOQS and aspirii^ to crcatnceis ihotUd taae adranta^ 
of the aboaei of the Enghth gownroetit and of the duron- 
tect of the country, that he aboimd, I ny, mao a reroU against 
hia brother, ia Tory poesiblei but it ii acarcoly within possi* 
bHity. that the mother of the Nabob ahould hare teined with 
the lUcmtimato ton agamrt her legitimate son I can only 
say tha^ in human affinn, there is tho possibility of truth m 
this. It ia poaaible ahe might wish to aopose her Jcgitunate 
son, her only legitmate son, and to depose him for too sahe 
of a bastard son of her bctslMuid’a, to e^t him at the expense 
of tho former, and to exalt of course the mother of that 
bastard at her own espeoM and to ber own wrong But I 
say, that thia, tboogh possible, la grossly improbable The 
reason whr the Begum la implicated In thu charge with 
Saadit All by the atEdanta cannot eses^ your notice 
■Their own acquittal might bo the only objeet of the depo* 
penta in their cricnmation of the latter: hot the treasurta 
M the former were tho objeeto of their empltTera, and these 
Seasurea could not bo come at but by the dtstruetion of the 
Begums. 

But^ my lords, there aro other affidanta, or whaterrr your 
lordships may call them, that go much further In order to 
gire a colour to the accusation, and make it Irsi improbable, 
tDCT say that the Natwb bimaolf was at the bottom of iti 
and that be joined with bis brother and his mother to ertir* 

f ate out of liw dominions thst^ ’ gnerance, the Englah 

rigadoofHeersj — thoroE ^ ‘m ’ fanwra- 

geiwrai, and who, aa we ' s 'a own 
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legitimate son. They scarcely touch upon Saadit Ali Elhan ; 
they sink the only ’two persons that could give prohahility or 
possibility to this business, and endeavour to threw the whole 
design upon these two unfortunate women. 

Your lordships see the wickedness and baseness of the 
contrivance. They first, in order to keep the whole family 
in terror, accuse the whole family ; then having possessed 
themselves of the treasures of the Begums u]pon another pre- 
tence, they endeavour to fix upon them that improbable guilt 
which they had with some degree of probability charged 
upon the whole family, as a iW;her justification of that 
„ spoliation. Tour lordships will see what an insult is offered 
to the peers of Great Britain, in producing before you, by 
way of defence, such gross, scandalous, and fraudulent pro- 
ceedings. 

Who the fibrst set of witnesses were which they produced 
before their knight errant. Chief Justice Sir Elijah Impey,who 
wandered in search of a law adventure, I have laid open to 
your lordships. You have now had an account of the scan- 
dalous manufacture of that batch of affidavits which was in 
the budget of Sir EHjah Impey — that Pandora’s box which 
I have opened, and out of which has issued every kind of 
evil. This chief justice went up there with the death War- 
rant of the Begums’ treasures, and, for aught he knew, the 
death warrant of their persons. At the same time that he 
took these affidavits, he became himself a witness in this 
business : he appears as a witness. ■ How P Did he know 
any one circumstance of the rebellion ? Ho ; he does not 
even pretend to do so. But, says he, in my travels I was 
obliged to avoid Eyzabad, upon account of the suspected re- 
bellion there. Another chief justice would have gone fifty 
miles about to avoid Lucknow, for everybody knows that Luck- 
now was the focus and centre of extortion, corruption, and 
, peculation ; and that a worse air for the lungs of a chief jus- 
tice could not be found in the world. If ms lungs wanted 
the benefit of pure air, he would even have put himself in 
the focus of a rebellion, to have kept at a distance from the 
smell of carrion and putrid corruption of every kind that was 
at Lucknow. __ 

A chief justice may go to a place where a rebellion is 
raging, he may die a martyr to his honour. But a chief jus- 
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tice wto puts tliMelf into the foeui of ptculahon, into llit 
focuB of tribeiT’. mto tiw focoi of crc^iuDg that m h«o 
and corrupt, — what can 'wo expect from hfan but that be will 
bo enganod in dandeatme jobt ticroP The forawT might 
kill Sit £l5ah Impey, the lought ommt,but the chirf juattce 
TTould remain pure and entire t whereoa Sir Bbjah Impey haa 
eacaped from Lucknow, and the chirf justice U left oy Mr. 
HaiLng* to ihift for himself. 

After mentioning thia notation of the laws of hospitality 
hr Sir Egah Impey, I would oak, waa any notice giren hj 
him, or hy any of Hr Hastin^a agenta, to the Nabob, irho 
iraa eo immediately interested m tbla matter P "Waa any 
notice giren to the Begums that any such charge vaa enter- 
tained Bg^st them P Not a word. Was it notified to the 
eunueha P 'Waa it to Saadit All KhAn P Not a word ; they 
were all irithin their power The ennucha were a year in 
irons, and they were supjeeted to the want of food an& water 
for a part of that year Thgr were dragged from Fytabad 
to Lucknow, and fh>m Lucimow to Fytabad. Btuiog all 
that time, was there a word menbooed to them hy any cme 
pmon on the pert of Hr IlasUngs, that they were accused 
of thia matter r Not a word. 

We now aubmlt to your lordships* TindicliTo justice and 
condemnation this reenmvnatory defence, In which ererr 
p^cyiio of justice has been ehilated} and now 1 will ask 
your lordships whether you would hare laflVred such a pro* 
cedore in tbo case of thepr ts o n e r at your bar? It wts asked 
by a person of great authoTity io this House, when wo were 
going to produce certain cndence egainsl Sfr Iftstingi (we 

00 not say wLet^ wo offered to produce it properly or 
improperly, that ii another matter), we were aikeo, 1 say 
whether our intenUani of producing that eridenco had bc^ 
communicaled to 3Ir Hastings P llad be bad an opportoeity 
of crosa-eiamininp the witnesses who had grreti that ctk 
dance P No, he added, that erideneo must be rr^cd. J»ow 

1 say to your lordships, upon the same ground, deal with the 
Begums as you dealt with Mr Jlastings, Do net keep l*o 
wei^ts ana measures for differcot persons In the same eause 
Too wotdil BOt sajffer soeb rrsdenc* to be nrodoerJ against 
him I you wiH not a^suredly suffer such eriuente to bo pro* 
duced to you In his ftrour and against them. 
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My lords, the cause between this man and tlieso tmfortun- 
ate women is at last come into 'Westminster Hall. The cause 
is come to a solemn trial ; and we demand other witnesses 
and other kinds of proof than what thcso affidavits furnish. 
My lords, the persons who have been examined hero are al- 
most all of them the same persons who made thcso affidavits ; 
hut there is this material difTerencc in their erideuce. At 
your lordships’ bar they sunk all those parts of tlioir fonner 
evidence which criminated the Nabob and Saadit Ali, and 
confined their testimony wholly to what related to the Be- 
gums. "We were obliged, by a cross-examination, to squeeze 
out of them the disavowal of what they had deposed on the 
former occasion. Tlio whole of their evidence we leave to 
the judgment of 3’our lordships, with these summary' remarks, 
— first, that they are the persons who were to profit by their 
o^vn wrong : they are the persons who had seven months’ 
arrears paid to them out of the money of these unfortunate 
ladies ; they are the persons who, to justify the revolt which 
they had caused in the country by their robbery, charge their 
own guilt upon others. The credibility of their evidence is 
therefore gone ; but, if it were not affdeted by these circum- 
stances, Mr. Hastings has put an end to it by telling j'ou 
that there is not one of them who is to be credited upon his 
oath ; no, not in a court-martial ; and can it therefore be ex- 
pected, that in a case of peculation they wiU do otherwise 
than acquit the party accused ? He has himself laid before 
you the horrible state of the whole sendee ; your lordships 
have it fresh in your memories, and ringing in your ears. 
You have also heard from witnesses brought by Mj. Hastings 
himself, that these soldiers committed misdemeanours of the 
very same kind with those which we have stated. They 
ought not therefore to be listened to for a moment ; and we 
aver that it is an aggravation of the prisoner’s crimes, that 
he has brought the instruments of his guilt, the persons of 
whom he has complained as having ruined and destroyed that 
country, and whom he had engaged, at the Nabob’s desire, 
in the treaty of Chunar, to send out of the country, as being 
a nuisance in it, — to bring, I say, these people here, to crim- 
inate, at a distance of nine thousand miles, these unfortunate 
women, where they have neither attorney nor agent who can 
from local knowledge cross-examine them. He has the au» 
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d«a^ to bring tte»e people bero ; In what maimer tbej 
eompwi them^TCt wben tbaj com© here Jtmr lordsHps 
bare Meem 

There if one of them "whom ire cannot pa*i by { that hi 
Captfin Gordon^ The other witnesfe*, who fppeared hero 
u oridenoef to erimmate the Begnm*, id it hf rmnonn aad 
Itearaayi. TIict had heard tome perton aej that the Beguau 
had enconragoa rebellion, alwaw coupling them with Saadit 
AH Kh t n, and aometimef with tlio ^awb, became there 
might hare been aomo probability for their charge in the 
tniniactioaf with Saadit Ah Khin, which, though impowibl# 
with regard to the Begumt, they thooght would implicate 
him in ha detigng. Bat Oaptam Oordw if to gire a differ* 
ent account of the procecdinga. 

Captain Gordon was one m Colonel Hannar'f nnder>{ani> 
era — be woi honted cat of the coontry, and, aa one of the 
Begt^ aaya, nuraned br a tbonaand of the icmiodara, for 
robbing^the wnole country. This woman, through rtipeet 
to the uridih name^ that name which gnaranteeu her pc^ 
aetjd oaa to her, reeeirea thta Captain Cordon and Captain 
'WinUma with eretr mark of londneai, hoapitahty, and pro* 
tectlon that could m giren them. 6ne e oa re y a them uum 
the bordcra to the aty of Fyasbad, and from Fytabad, her 
capital, aunpo^ to be the neat of her rebellion, on to their 
place of totination. They bolb writo her Icllera full of 
erpremiona of gratitude and kindneu for tbo acTTice* that 
tbe^ had receired. They then nau on to Lucknow, to Sir 
Elijah Impey, and there they tinV crer y word of kindue**— 
of any aemce or protection that they bad reeettrd ;--cr of 
any acknowledgment that they had ertr maJo ofiL They 
sink all tha ( not one word of it appears in their addarita. 

How then did wo coma to tbo knowledge of it 1 AVe pot 
it from Major Gilpin, who waa eiamlned in the course of 
these prDccedmg% and we used H in oor charge, from iho 
papera that we Md in oar hands, ilr. Iladings has con* 
frtsed the fret, and ^Ir. ^Isddleton haa endeaTOurM to «Iur it 
oxer, hot could not completely conceal it. We ban? e*tah- 
bluhed the fret, and it la in eridence before your hrdihlpa. 

Vou hare now, then, in IbU manner col thc« testioomala 
pixen by Enplwh olHei^ In frtour of these women; aad by 
the same means the letters of the Utter accuiiog the former 
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are come tx) your hands ; nndno\ytliese same English officers 
come liere "with their recriminator)’’ accusation. Now, why 
did they not mahc it at Luchnow ? "Wliy did not Mi*. 
Hastings, when Mr. hliddlelon had such papers for him in 
Ins hands, why, I ask, did not hlr. Hastings procure some 
explanation of the circumstances whilst he was in India ? 
I Avill rend your lordships the letter, that j'ou may not only 
know but feel the iniquity of this business. 

Letter from the mother of the Vizier to Mr. Hastings, received 
the Gth of January, 1782. 

“ Our situa’tion is pretty well, and your good health is con- 
stantly prayed for. I had sent Behar Ali KbSu to you. 
Accordingly people invented a falsehood that Behar Ali 
Khdn was gone to get the deputyship of the Soubah ; and 
some persons here were snjdng, wherefore has she sent Behar 
Ali Khan to Calcutta, to the Nawab Amiaud ul Dowlah P "We 
will never permit the affair to succeed ; and accordingly it has 
BO happened. For they say that you also have not put your 
seal to the treaty : and the people hero say, why does the 
noble lady correspond with the English gentlemen ? On this 
account 1 did not send a letter at the time when yon came 
this way. Now the state of affairs hero is thus: — On the 
27th Zehedja, , Aiopb ul Dowlah Behadur, without my 
knowledge, sent his own aurails into my jagbire. I accord- 
ingly wrote several -times to j\Ir. Middleton on this business ; 
that his seal was to the treaty and writing of discharge. 
"WTiy did he not negotiate in my favour ? Mr. Middleton 
replied, the Nawab is the master. 1 wrote frequently, but 
■without effect. Being helpless, I represent to you the state 
of my affairs, that notwithstanding the existence of this 
treaty I have been treated in this manner. It is useless for 
me to stay here. 'Whatever is, is a compact ; whenever any 
one de-viates from his compact, he meets with no credit for 
the future ; and the light of mine eyes, Ajioph ul Dowlah, 
wrote to me that he had sent his own aumils into my jaghires, 
and would pay ready money from his -treasury. Beflect on 
my security for his adhering to his future engagements, from 
the consideration of his conduct under his past promises. 
I do not. agree to his ready money. Let me have my jagbire 
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n% fonncrly ; otherwae, Icanug tlii* plwe, I irill wiit on Ttm 
at Bemre*. and thence will go towards Shidi Jehan Aw^ 
because be uas not adhered to^ eju^agetoeot. Bend letters 
to Aiogh nl Dowlah, and to Mr llmdletaD, and Hussein 
Beu iuiiu» and H^er Beg 'KTiln, not to molest the 
Begum’a jaghiro ] and to let them rematn as formerlT with 
the Begom ■ anmiU And it a here antpected of tor, that 
mjraumu plundered the property of Jlr.Jcmn Gordon. Ihe 
case u thisj Ur, John (Jonfon amrred at Tuida, ajagiuro of 
mine, fighting with tho aemlndsn of Akbetpoor, whl^ 
belongs to tlm KTtslKh. Accordingly, ilr. John Gordon 
hanug coma to Tanda, my amnil performed whaterer apper- 
tamed to bU duty AAermirdj ilr. John Gordon wrote to 
me to send my people, that he might coma with thm to 
Fyxabad. I sent people accordingly to bring Jlr John Oor- 
dem ] and the nid gentleman amred here in complete nfe^ t 
and Hr John Gordon is now present. Ask Wm yonrsclfof 
these matters. Mr John Gordon wCQ represent matters in 
detail : tho truth will then become known, bow ffl.foondcd 
the calumny is. Should yon come here fer^ a few days H wiB 
be Tery wellt If I wdl sraii on you) and your 
eomldg hofo is rcty oecessiry. that all my tflalr# may bet^me 
arranged And send a sp^T answer to my letters, and a 
letter to Asoph ol DowUmaod Mr. 3Gddletom and ltu<*ein 
Beta Khln, and Ilyder Beg Kh4n, on the subject of erasing 
to molest my Jaghires ; and send mo roontantly news of 
your health, for my peace of mind depends thereoo.*' 

Ihu lettw sras transmitted to Hasting* I desire 
TOUT lordships sr31 remark onon this letter, for It Is a roost 
important one indeed. It is rurdly worth oWrring tbit all 
this corTctpondence eamo out of the Tanous tmnls, of which 
your lordships ^to alrvsdy beard ) and that tHs letter b out 
of tho trunk of>Ir Hastin^’s pnsalc Pemin seeretaiy and 
inleipreter, Mr. Jonathan feott A’crr, my lords, fn this bt- 
ler there are sereml things worthy cfjoar lordinip#* ol-^ 
ration. Tho first ii, that tbla woman b not ersiscwus of 
hanng crer been aecused of any rrbcllicra j the only seeusa* 
tbu that orer rome to her can was, that Csptaui GorJon 
►aid that hU bagg*?** ^d been robbed br one of her attmtls 
Fhe denies the truth oftM# charge; and she t^ocr* te«tt« 
monials cf thw rood bchariour to him i and, whai b th* 
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eeeontial point of all, she desires IRfr. Hastings to apply to 
this Mr. John Gordon, and to know from him what truth or 
falsehood there is in Hint accusation, and wlint weight tliero 
is in the attestation she produces. " Sir. Gordon is now 
present,” says she, “ask him yom-self of these matters.” 
This reasonable request was not com])]ied with. Mr. Gordon 
sweai-s before Sir Elijah Impey to the robbery ; but he never 
mentions the paper he had written, in which ho confessed 
that he owed his life to this very lady. Ho inquiry was 
made into this matter. Colonel Hannny was then alive ; 
Captain Gordon was olive, and she refers to him ; yet that 
very man was sworn before Sir Elijah Impey, and accuses 
his prisoner. Did the prisoner at your bar make that attest- 
ation known to the Begums, whose letter at that very lime 
was in his possession in Mr. Scott’s trunk — that very letter 
in which he is desired to make the inquirj’^ horn Captain 
Gordon ? 

Mr. Hastings is acquainted with the facts stated by the 
Begums and with Captain Gordon’s accusation. Did he 
afterwards inform her of this accusation, or did he ask this 
Captain Gordon one question in India, where the matter 
might be ventilated ? Not one word, my lords ; therefore 
we fix upon him fraud, deceit, and the production of false 
evidence, after the woman had desired to have the man. 
who was the evidence against her examined upon the spot. 
This he does not do, but ■with much more prudence he 
brings him here. And for what? To discredit his own 
testimony and the -written evidence. And how does he dis- 
credit them ? — ^There are two of these papers which I beg 
leave to read to -your lordships. 

Copy of a letter to Jewar and Behar Ali Hhfin, Ifrom Mr. 
Gordon: — Sirs. My indulgent friends, remain under, &c. 
&c. &c. Alter compliments, I have the pleasure to inform 
you, that yesterday, ha-ving taken leave of you, I passed the 
night at Hoorgunge, and next morning about ten or eleven 
o’clock, through your favour and benevolence, arrived safe at 
Gooudah. Mur Aboo Buhsh zemindar and Mur Bustum 
Ally accompanied ne.” 

“ To what extent can I prolong the praises of you, my 
beneficent friends ? May the Supreme Being, for this benign, 
compassionate, humane action, have you in his keeping, and 
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•iDcrette year proper^, and apeedfly prant me tli© plcaittre of 
an intemew, until ^hich continue to &Tonr roe inth 
friendly letten, and oblige roe by any comioBadB m my poirer 
to execute , may your ^labea be erer crowned with aucceaal 
ily coroplimenta,'' Ac. Ac. Ac. 

Copy of an addreta from Idr Gordon to the Begum •— 
” Begum Saib of malted dimiity and generotity, whom God 
proMire, After preaentmg toe nioal profeaaiona of aemtude, 
&C, m the cuitomarr manner, my adoreia ta pre a ented.” 

“ Tour graciooa letter, m anawer to the petition of your 
terrant, fr^ Goondah, exalted me From the contenta, I 
became ontpeakably impreeaed with the honour it conrerTtHi. 
May the AlmlghW protect that royal punW, end beatow bap- 
puieaa,increaaa of^wealth, and proapenty The welfare of your 
aerrant la entirely owing to your favour and benevolence j a 
few daya hare empeed (ince 1 arrived at Gooudah, with the 
Colonel Baib " 

“Thu u preaented for your highnew's information, I 
chemh hope* from your goneronty, that eoufidmng me in 
the light of one ofyour icrTanta, alwaja eontinoe to exalt and 
honour toe with your gradooa lettera. 2^y the ion of proa* 
penty ooortnuaDy ahene.*’ 

Tbeie acknowledgments of the Begum*i friendly dupoaitlon 
and temcea wero concealed when the charge wta mado 
against thu woman at Lucknow, before Bir Impey 

1 wish to imprefft thu upon your lordships’ mind; and that 
before Mr llaitinga left Bengal, in tho trunk of Major Scott, 
lua pnyato Persian interpreter, was tbu letter Did ho make 
that inquiry of Captain Gordon? bo. Did be mako that 
inquiry of Cdooel XIanuaj f Did be make any intrafry into 
the matter after hu perusal of tbeae lettera; or did he give 
thii poor woman any opportunity of obtainmg justleo againit 
Ibis Captain Gordon, wno, after acknowledging that he owed 
his life to her farour, calamniatca and traduces her to hrr 
utter destruction ? So ; Tie never did, and therefore be la 
chargeable, and I charge him, with everything that fa wrong* 
fill In Captain Gordon’s evidence 

Tbeso paper*, which car^ with them a clear refutation of 
all the diarge* against tho fUguma, are neter on« produced, 
though Captain Gordon was refefr^ to ereretily for inquiry 
and eiplanatiOD of the whde transaction, by tho woman her- 
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ielf. You hear nothing of them ; there ig no appearance of 
them in the afidavits ; no such papers were laid before the 
supreme council ; none were transmitted to the court of di- 
rectors : but at last the House of Commons having come at 
the truth of this matter, Mr. Hastings, not daring to deny 
the existence of these papers, brings Captain G-ordon to be 
examined here, in order to prove that papers which he had 
himself written were false. Is this to be tolerated ? What 
vsdll your lordships think of a man that comes to attest his 
own infamy, to declare that he has written papers containing 
falsehoods, and to invalidate the false testimony which he 
had before given ? Is he to be suffered, I say, to come here, 
and. endeavour to prove the absolute falsity of his own deeds 
by his own evidence ? 

The next point for your lordships’ consideration is the evi- 
dence which he produces to prove the falsity of a paper writ- 
ten by himself. Why, he himself is the sole evidence. And 
how does he prove it ? Why, says he, the reason of my writ- 
ing that letter was this ; she had sent a person with me as an 
escort, and this person was desirous of receiving some proof 
that he had done his duty ; and, therefore, I wrote a com- 
plaisant letter. I meant nothing by it. It was written mere- 
ly to satisfy the mind of the man. How, is that the way in 
which formal and solemn letters, written upon great occasions 
to great people, are to be explained away P If he had said 
nothing but— your servant, such a one, has done his duty, 
— this explanation might pass. But, you see, it has another 
complexion. It spea^ of his owing his life to her. But if 
you admit that it is possible (for possibilitieB have an un- 
known extent) that he wrote such a letter at such a time, 
and for such a purpose, and that the letter he wrote war 
false, and that the falsity of the letter is proved by his own 
testimony, given in an afihdavit, which we have also reason 
to believe is false, your lordships must at the same time admit 
that it is one of the most complex pieces of fraud and false- 
hood that I believe ever existed in the world. But it is worse 
■than all this. There is another letter, written some days after, 
which I will read to you, and which he has not pretended to 
say was wiitten only to testify that a messenger had executed 
his cpmmission properly: — “Tour gracious letter” (he thus 
writes), “in answer to the petition of your servant from 
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Gocruiali, ertlted m©. From tbe content*, I became tm- 
bpeakablj tmpreeeed witb the bononr it conferred-” 

My lotiii, tlm letter va» not »ent bade by a meaaetigor, m 
acknowledgment of hi* h*Ting done hi* duty , bat was writ- 
ten in consequence of a correspondence in the ii*tare of a 
petition, for Mtnethino or other, which he made to the ^ 
gum- That petition they hare ■upprotted and itmk- It is 
plain, bower er, that the petition tad been sent, and wa» 
granted ) and therefore the apology that u made for the for- 
mer letter does not apply to tlm letter, which w** written 
aftenrard* 

How then do they attempt to got nd of thl* difficulty ? 
"Why, my* Coptain Gordon, “fl* CbJoiul Satb (by whom 
was meant Colonel Hannay) was not at Goondah, *a stated 
m the letter, but at Saccam, about eaghteen mile* from it, and 
therefore you ought not to pay much regard to thi* paper i ” 
but he doea not deny the letto*, nor was it possible for him 
to deny it He *a^ Colonel Hannay was not there ; hot 
how do wo know wnether Colonel Hannay wa* there or not P 
We hare only bia own word for it t^bnt supposing he was 
not there, tua that it rraa clearly PTored that be was H^tcen 
miles (^tant from it, Miyor NayW was certainly with (^p- 
taio Gordon at the time Might not hu PeniaQ scribe (for 
he doe* not pretend to be wrote the letter biroielO tsko 
Miyor NmIot for a eolonw (for be was the superior officer to 
Captain Gordon), and think hhn the Colonel osib F for errora 
of that kind may be committed in our own country Ercry 
day we take a nu^jor for a lioutonant-coloucl Ihii was 
an ormr that might eas^ bare happened m tuch a case. He 
was m as ruik as Colonel Hannay, for Colonel Hannay 
at that time was only a major i 1 do not belicre either of 
them wa* properly entitled to the name of Colonel Baib I 
am ashamed, my lords, to bo obbged to remark upon tbu 
prerancation. Their own endeaTonra to get rid of tbnr own 
written acta, by contradictory eridenee and ialse eonstmr- 
tiona, sufficieiitJy dear theee women of the enmc* of which 
they were accused j and I may now ask the pnsoner at year 
bar bow bo dare* to produce Captain Gordon her^-how ho 
dares thus to issnlt the reers— how he dares tbns to (nsnit 
the publio justice of hta country; after not hanng dared 
to inquire upon the spot of tbu man to whom be was 



•W^JLRKEN HABTrtT&S, ESQ. 


223 


ft'iTcd by tlis Begums, for an account of this very trans- 
action P 

I hope your lordships have got enough of this kind of evi- 
dence. All the rest is of the same batch and of the same 
description ; made up of nothing but hearsays, except in one 
particular only. This I shall now mention to your lordships. 
Colonel Popham and another gentleman have told you that 
in a battle with Cbeit Sing’s forces, they took prisoners two 
Avounded nudjeeves, or swordsmen, and that these men told 
them that they were sent there by the Begums : that they had 
got two rupees and two wounds ; but that they thought two 
rupees a bad compensation for two wounds. These two men, 
Avith their two wounds and two rupees, had however been 
dismissed. It does not appear that this accident was con- 
sidered by these officers to be of consequence enough to 
nifike them ever tell one word of it to Mr. Hastings, though 
they knew he Avas collecting evidence of the disaffection of 
the Begums, of all kinds, good, bad, and indifferent, from all 
sorts of persons. 

My lords, I must beg leave to say a few words upon this 
matter ; because I consider it as one of the most outrageous 
violations of your lordships’ dignity, and the greatest insult 
that was eA'er offered to a court of justice. A nudjeeve is a 
soldier armed Avith a SAVord. It appears in evidence that the 
.Nabob had several corps of nudjeeves in his service ; that the 
Begums had some nudjeeves ; and that Colonel Hannay had 
a corps of nudjeeves. It is web. knoAvn that every prince in 
Hindostan has soldiers of that description, in like manner 
probably as the princes of Europe have their guards. The 
whole then amounts to this ; that a story told by two men 
who Avere wounded in an action far from the place from 
which they were supposed to come, viffio were not regularly 
examined, not cross-examined, not even kept for examina- 
tion, and whose evidence was never reported, is to be a rea- 
son Avhy you are to believe that these Begums were concerned , 
in a rebellion against their son, and deserved to forfeit all 
their lands and goods, and to suffer the indignities that we 
have stated. 

My lords, I am really ashamed to mention so scandalous a 
thing ; but let lis put a case, let us suppose that we had ac 
cused kli‘. Hastings of instigating the ^jah of Berar to fall 






upon Mmc of tt« country poum j and that the eridcwo we 
pTodaced at ycmr bar to proro it was, that an ofBcer bad 
taken two nucyeeret, who declared th^ were Inatigated hr 
Mr Haatmga to tfO mto the aemce of that Bi^JaK Could 
you bear moi a thmg ? woold yon anfler roch eiidenco to bo 
produced P or do you think that wo ihoold haTO ao Uttlo re- 
gard for our own reputation, as to yenture to produce anch 
eridanee before you r Again wo hato ohar^ ilr llaatinge 
with oonvinitiDg oereral acta of yiolence agamrt the Begum*. 
Let US auppoae our proof to be, that two peraona who nrrer 
appeared Mfore nor ainee, that two grenadiera in Eogiiah 
imifarma (which would be a ortat deal atronger than the 
case of the nudjeerea, becaoae tnqr hare no perticular umform 
belonging to them), that two Engliah grenadiera, I any, had 
been teken pnaoner* m some action and let go again, who 
aaid Mj Hastings had instigated them to make war 
upon the Beguma, wotm your lordinip* aufi'er auch endcnce 
to be produced before you ^ Noj and yet two of the firat 
woinea ni are to be atnppod of all they hato in the 
world upon no hotter endence than that which you would 
utterly r^ect 

You would not disgrace tho Dntab pcerege, you would 
not disgrace tins court of justice, you would not diagraco 
human reason itaelC br confiscating on auch endence the 
meanest property of tl»e meanest wreteh. Ton would not 
Butdect to tho amallcat fine for the amaBoet delinquency, upon 
aucu ondenca I will Toolure to aaj that in an action of 
aaaault and battery, or in an action for the smallest aura, auch 
endence would bo acouted as odious and contemptible, orra 
iupposing that a perfect rebanco might bo placM upon lla 
truttu And yet Ws is tho aort of endence upon which the 
property, the di^lT, and the rank of aome ol tho first per- 
sons in are to w deatroyedj by which a Bntbh guar- 
antee and the honour and dignity of tho crown of Great Bri- 
tain, and of tho pirliamcnt itself which sent out this nun, are 
to he forfeited- 

Obsme, bctidca, my lords, that the two awordtroen said 
they were sent by the Deguma. Kow tl^ could not be scut 
liT the Begum* m their own person. Inu waa a thing In 
ludu impossible They mighC indeed, hare been sent by 
Jewar and BeW Ab Khln i and then we ask again, bow 
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came tliese ministers not. to be called to an accoimt at the 
time P wby were they not called upon for tbeir muster-roUa 
of these nudjeCves ? No ; these men and women suffer the 
penalty, hut they never hear the accusation nor the evidence. 

But to proceed with the evidence of this pretended rebel* 
lion. Captain "Williams has told your lordships, that he once 
had a great number of letters and papers to prove this rebel- 
lion of the Begums. But he declares that he has lost aU 
these letters. A search was ordered to be made in Mr Hast- 
iugs’s record-office, called a trunk ; and accordingly in the 
trunk is found a paper worthy of such a place and such a 
cause. This letter, which has been made use of to criminate 
the Begums, has not their names mentioned, nor is there any 
possibility of their being included in it. By this paper which 
IS preserved you may judge of the whole of the papers that 
are lost. Such a letter, I believe, was never before brought 
as evidence in a court of justice. It is a letter smd to have 
been intercepted, and is as follows : 

“ To the most noble ***** whose prosperity be ever- 
lasting. It is represented that the august Piuwanah (com- 
mand) having completed his honoiuable arrival on the 16 th 
of the month in the evening, highly exalted me ; it is ordered 
that I should charge Medeporee and the other enrolled sepoys 
belonging to my district, and take bonds from them that none 
of them go for service to the Eajah ; and that when four 
hundred or five hundred men, nudjeeves and others, are col- 
lected, I should send them to the presence, according to the 
order I have written to Brejunekar Shah Eehemet TJUa, who 
is in Bhooaparah, charging him to take bonds from them; 
and that whatever sepoys fit for service are collected, he 
should send to the presence. As at this time the wind is 
contrary, the sepoys will not * * * ♦ without travelling 
charges ; for I have learnt from a letter previously received 
from Brejunekar Shah Eehemet IJllah, that the people there 
also are badly inclined ; by the grace of God, the unalterable 
glory shall be * * * * * Yiehan Beg and the nudjeeves who 
were in the fort of Aneelah have gone off to Gooruckpore.” 

This is a letter of somebody or other, employed by some- 
body or other for the recruiting service ; it should seem by 
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the word ** pretence,*' toroebodj etopl< 7 ^ed in enlutinc forca 
for the The charge agtinrt the Begum wMj that the 

had joined mth the rebdboua rajah* to eitennmato her 
•on’* government and the Engltth miluenco m that country 
In tha Tery pyieryon aee that the toldiert entonng into that 
•errice, and officer! who are to contract for toldier*, are ei- 
preaalj bound not to join the rajah* , and thia tliey produce 
as proof that the Begame bad jomed the rajaha, and had 
joined them In a rebemon for tbe purpoee of extenDinaling 
their ton, in the flnt inetance, and the Bngli>h aftemrda. 

There la another ctrcuznatance which maae* their own act* 
the refutation of tbeir Calee pretences. Ibi* letter »ay* that 
the country i* dUaffocted, and it mention* the flbdi»po»ed 
part* of the country J*ow we all know that the country 
wa* iU*di*po*cd , and we may tberofore conclude this paper 
wai written hr, and addrened to tome person who was cm* 
ployed against the persons ao fll'daposcdt namely, tbe very 
raju* to mQQtiQQcd before. The pnsoner't counsel, aiUr 
prodncing this paper had tbe candour to dcclaru that thejr 
Old not see wUat use could be made of it to bo sure, 
they do Dot seo what uso can be made of it for their cause , 
but I eee the ueo that can be made of it epunst tbcir cause 
I say that the lo*t papers upon which they do so much insist 
desorre no confidcration,wbeii the oolypopcrtbat they bate 
pTOserred operate* directly against them t and that thcreforo 
we may safely infer, that, If wo had the rest of the contents 
of this trunk, we abould probably find them make u strongly 
against them a* this paper docs. You hare no reason to 
Judge of them otberwlso than by the spenroen j for how can 
yo^udge of what is lost but from what remains f 

The man who bid these papers in his trunk never under* 
stood one word of the Permu language, and consequently 
was liablo to every kind of mistake even though he meant 
wcD But who a this man P AVhy it is Csptain "W nilnmc, 
the man who m his affidavits never mentiouH tho Bogums 
without mentioning Saadit All. It is Csptain Uiuuns 
whom wo ehsrge to have mnnlered a pnncipal msn of tbe 
country by his own hand, without law or legal proer^v It 
is Captain B inistns, one of those Bntish officers w htmi 3Ir 
Hastings state* to be tbe pests of tbe country Thlv is the 
man who comei here as evidence against these women, *nJ 
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produces tlus luoustroua paper. All the cndcnce they hnd 
produced to you amounts to no more than that sucli n man 
believes such a man heard of somethinq : and to close the 
■whole of this hearsay account, Sir Elijah Impey, who always 
comes in as a supplement, declares that no man doubled of 
the existence of tins rebellion and of tho guilt of the Begums, 
any more than of the rebellion of 1745 ; a comparison which, 
I must say, is, by way of evidence, a little indecorous in a 
chief justice of India. 

Tour lordships are sufficiently acqtmintcd with the history 
of that rebellion to know, that when Lord Lovat was tried 
at this bar, the proceedings against him were not founded on 
second-hand hearsay. The existence of the rebellion of 
1746 was proved, notwithstanding its notorietj' ; but neither 
notoriety nor proof would have signified anything, if Lord 
Lovat’s participation in it had not been brought home to him 
directly, personally, and particularly. Yet a chief justice, 
sent to India to represent the sacred majesty of the crown of 
England, has gone so far as to say at your bar, that no more 
doubt could be entertained of the existence either of the re- 
bellion or the guilt of tho Begums, than of the rebellion in 
174'5. Besides, he forgets that he himself carried the order 
to confiscate these people’s property without any trial ■what- 
ever. But this is the way of proceeding by an English chief 
justice in India — a chief justice who hnd rendered himself 
the instrument, the' letter-carrier, the messenger — I had 
almost said, the executioner of Sir. Hastings. 

Erom this ^dew of the whole matter, your lordships will 
form an estimate of the spirit of Indian government and In- 
dian justice. But to blow away and to put an end to all 
their false pretences, their hearsays, and talks of nudjeeves 
and wounds and the bke, I ask who is the first witness that 
we have produced upon this occasion ? It is the Nabob him- 
self, negativing aU these pretences. Did he believe them ? 
Not a word from him of any rebellion actual or suspected. 
Sir Elijah Impey indeed said that he was obliged to wheel 
roimd and to avoid that dangerous place Eyzabad. His 
fHends urged him to this. — ^Eor God’s sake, say they, have a 
reverend care of your sacred person I W hat mil become of 
the justice of India ? What ■will become of the natives, if 
you, their legitimate protector, should fall into the hands of 
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tlioM incked rebellioru women at Fyiabad P But altiongli 
th* cluef justice doea ttua, tbe Nabob, wbote depoaitkm u 
taid to bo tbo first obj wt of tbia rebellian, ta^o* leare of Mr 
Hsttinga at the xeiy moment wben it n raging in tbo high* 
eft poMiblo degree, and gallop* into ita tot fbcna. 

under what orcnmatonce* doe* bo do tbii P IIo bad 
broo^bt tomo considerable force* with bim , No ™n of bi* 
rank m that oonntiT erer without them Ho left a part 
of tbe*e force* with Mr fcurtiim*, notwithitandmg be wa* 
going into the centre of the robolbon. He then went on 
with * corps of sbont a tboonnd horse He eren left a part 
of theae with Mr Middloton, and gallop^ attended a few 
borae, into the reij capital, where theHe^ma, we arc told, 
bad ten thouaand anr^ mcm He pnt aimeelf into tbetr 
power, and not aatufied with this, tho very fir*t thing we 
hear of him after hta amrtl ta, that paid his mother a 
&iendlj nsit Thus rushing into the den of a bonets who 
waa going to deatroj her own whelp. la it to bo credited, 
raj lords, that a pruce would act tans who behered that a 
eontpiAej was formed against him br his own mother P Is 
it to be credited that anr man would tmst a mother who. 
contrarj to all the ruka of nature and poUej, had conspired 
to dcatroj her own son P 

TTpon this matter jour lordships hare tho ondruco of Cap* 
taln^warda, who was aide-de-cat^ to the Nabob, who was 
about Lii person, hts attendant at Cmunar, and hu attendant 
beck again. 1 am not prododng this to exculpate the Be* 
gums; — for I aaj jou cannot trj them here; jou hare not 
the pnrtic* before jou j tbej ought to hare be^ tried on the 
spot) — but I am going to demonstrate the ini^oltj of this 
aDominahle plot bejond all doubt, for it it neceaiaij jour 
lordships should kn^ the length, breadth, and depth of this 
mjstery of inKjmtT 

Captain Edwards being asked — "TVhetheT he crer heard 
a^ natlre of credit and authontT in the Isahob’s dominion^ 
who appeared to bclioTe tho reoeUion of the Begums P—yt, 
No, 1 Dcrer did. <2 Haro jou anj reason to beliere that 
the Nabob gare credit to it P — A. I reallj cannot rightlj 
preeume to sae whether the Nabob did or did not j but 1 am 
ant to belieie that bedid not Q Hare jou anrreawn,and 
west, to form a bebef about UP— ^ X WTe 1 think if l*a 
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wipposcd the rchollion ever c^ciRlcd nt Pyy.abntl, ho would 
have been the first person to tahe and give tlic alarm to tho 
British troops. Q, And no such alarm was tnhen or given 
to the British troops ? — yl. No, I thinlr not ; a.s I was always 
about his person and in the camp, I think I certainly must 
have known it or heard of it ; but I never did,” 

"We assure your lordships you will find upon vour printed 
mimites, that Captain Edwards says he was credihly informed 
that the Nabob left behind him a pari of his guard of horse ; 
and that so desirous was he to go into the power of this cruel 
lioness, his mother, that he advanced, as he is a ^^goroua 
man, and a bold and spirited rider, leaving all his guards be- 
hind him, and rode before thcjn into the middle of Eyzabnd. 
— There is some more evidence to the same purpose in an- 
swer to tho question put next to that which I read before, 

“ Q. '\^^Jen you diu hear of tho rebellion, did not you un- 
derstand it to have been alleged that one object of it was to 
dethrone the Nabob himself, as well as to extirpate the Eng- 
lish ? — A. I understood that tho intention of tho princesses, 
the Begums, was to extirpate tho English troops out of tho 
country and out of those dominions, and likewise to depose 
her son, and set another son, who seems to have been a great- 
er favourite of that family, upon the throne, in the room of 
the present Nabob, and that son’s name is Saadit AJi. 
I have only heard this from report. I have no other know- 
ledge but mere report. I understood from the report, sho 
was to extirpate the English, and depose her son, who is now 
upon the throne, Q. Was it after or before the seizing of 
the treasures, that you heard a circumstantial account of the 
supposed object of the rebellion ? — A. The report was more 
general after the seizing of the treasures ; hut yet there were 
reports prevailing in the neighbourhood, that our troops were 
sent there in consequence of the charge that was made by 
Colonel Hannay and some of his officers, of a rebellion exist- 
ing then at Eyzahad, or having existed, I cannot rightly say 
wMch. Q. was that report after the order for the troops 
to march to Eyzahad ? — A. It was more general, it was very 
general then when the troops did march there, nnd more 
general after the seizing of the treasures, Q. When did 
the troops first march ? — A. It was some time in the month 
of January, I believe in the year 1782. Q. Wliile you 
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irai *ntli tte Kabob in paaaujg from Ludmow to Cbonat, 
and Ehflo Tcra inii inth him, or tbo artoj returning frotn 
Ohtmar, dra you than, out of the whole army regular or nro- 
cular, ever hear of any report of the Beguma being m rcbeU 
non P — A, Ko , 1 do not recollect I orer md- Q. ^^wn croo. 
exaTM nation—^ you recollect at what time m Ani^t, 1781, 
yon left Lucknow to proceed with the abob to Uhanar P— . 
A. Ko , I cannot rightly mentiou the date t all that I know 
i» tLia, that I accompanied tbo Kabob, llr ilfddletcn, and 
hia attendanta all the way from Ludmow to Chunar; — I 
really cannot recollect, I have no note*, and it ta ao distant 
a time amce that I do not recollect tbo narticulan of tbe 
month or the dwj but I recollect pcrfecuy I accompanied 
the Nabob all the way from Lucknow to Chnnar, and re* 
turned again with him until he ttruck olTon the road for 
hyiabad!” 

Tour lordjhap* ac« plainly the whole of this matter { when 
they had reaolrw to aeixe the Begnmi' treaHure*, they propa- 
gated thb report jiiat in proportion to their acta. Aa they 
proceeded, the report giw nottcr and Hotter Thu man 
tella you when It wot that the iuf0t*gat»0D of thii report firrt 
began, when it grow hot, tod wben it waa in ita grcatcat 
beat, die telU you that not ono native of credit in tho 
country bell ered it I that ho did not think theJ»abob himn-lf 
belipred it; and he prea a reaaon that epcaka for itaclf, 
namely, that be, the frabob, would bare been tho firrt man 
to give the alarm if he bcUered in a rebelboo, aa ho wit to 
be tbe object of it. 

He aaya tho Englbh woro tho pnnnpal ipreider* of tho 
report, *It waa In lact a wicked report propogrted by 3tr 
lliddleton and the Engliab agenta, for tho purpose of juttify- 
ing their iniquitoua apobation of the llcguma. 

Thia U tbo manner m which the matter itanda upon the 
CTOund of rebellion, aith tbe cicrptionof ilajor Gilpin’* and 
Tlyderlieg Kbln’a teutimcmy Thu laat man wo hare rroicd 
to bare been kept in hla oDjco by Mr Ilartmgs’a inutwoec, 
and to h^ been entlrelf under hu goTcmmcnt- M hm 
thia dependant come* to pro his attestation, he girca a long 
recount of all tlie proceedioga of Cheit Sing'# rrbelUon, with 
which tho rebellion charged on the Beguma wa# tuppo*j*d to 
bo cotncidenl j and to end# ft teij remaritahfy — that be fer* 
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tlie wTiole trutli, and notliing “bu-t the truth. But it is also 
remarkable, that even this Hyder Beg Kh^ln never mentions 
by name the rebellion of the Begums, nor says that he ever 
heard a word about it : a strong proof that he did not dare, 
in the face of his country, to give countenance to such a 
falsehood. 

Major Q-ilpin’s evidence leaves not even the shadow of a 
pretence for this charge. He had the Begums and their 
eunuchs under his custody for a full year ; he was strictly 
ordered to watch them and to guard them, and during all 
that time he lived at Byzabad. He was the man who cdm- 
manded the troops ; who had aU the witnesses in his power ; 
who had daily access to all parties at Byzabad ; and who, ' 
moreover, was a person attached to Mr. Hastings in the 
strongest manner. 

Tour lordships will now be pleased to hear read to you 
this part of Mmor GOpin’s evidence : — “ Q. Had you any 
opportunity of Knowing the character of the Begums, and 
whether they were disaffected to our government ? — A. I bad 
a very good opportunity of knowing, from the circumstance 
of my having commanded so long there; the elder Begum, 
it was generally understood (and I have reason to believe), 
was disaffected to our government ; and my sentiments of 
her conduct stand recorded in my correspondence to the court 
of Lucknow to that effect ; but with respect to the Bow Be- 
gum, I acquit her entirely of any disaffection to our govern- 
ment, so far as comes to my knowledge ; appearances were 
for some time against her, but on cool, deliberate inquiry, I 
found there was no ground for supposing her guilty of any 
rebellious principles, at the time of Cheit Sing’s rebellion. 

Q. 'Whether that, according to your belief is not your pre- 
sent opinion ? — A. I think I have answered that very fully, 
that it was upon those veiy principles that I did form an 
opinion of her innocence ; how far they are justifiable or 
right, I will not take upon me .to say upon oath ; there was 
no one circumstance. that came to my knowledge during my 
residence at Byzabad, or my residence in India, that I would 
wish to withhold from your lordships. Q. You state here, 
upon cool, deliberate inquiry ; what was that cool, deliberate 
inquiry P — A. That cool, deliberate inquiry was the Conversa- 
tions I had with the ministers and the people of Byzabad, 
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and the letter* from herself a i p r e sal og her inooeecce j tud 
it appeared to me from these letters that ib© reallj was our 
frieod and all/." 

Ihe lame witneaa goes on afterwards to saj : — ** Q. I un- 
derstood /on to aa/, that originali/ the report preraDcd with 
respect to both the Begums, bat that yon was induced to alter 
that opinion with respect to the younger Begum, in coft#e» 
gnence of Mr. Oordon’s letters and the intolhgence of. aome 
of her ministerB and other persooa ; were not those other 
persona in the interest of the younger Begum P — jL In ge- 
neral the town of Fyaabad were in her interest. Q. In w w 
sense do you mean generally In her intere st ) were the per- 
sifus you conrersed with merely those who wero in her scr- 
rice and household, or the inhabitants of Fjiabad in gener- 
•l P — ^ Both ; I held conTeiaationa with both her own body 
serrsnts and the inhabitants of the dty. [A lUtU Icnetr 
don ta tie sajse^p*^] What do you mean by tbe word 
rebellion, as applied to tbe Begums } in what aenie do ton 
use it P — A. In raising troopa and in other acts of rtbelUon, 
in the common aceratation of tbe word. Q. Against whom P 
— ^ Against tbe Iiabob's gorenarot and tbe Bnlbh go- 
Tcrument jointly | but I beg to know tho particular time and 
dreams tance the qaettkm uudes to. Q.1 understand you 
to hare said, you understood the elder Begum was In a con- 
stant state of robellioa ) in wliat sense do you use the word 
rebeiHon P did you say the elder Begum was in a constant 
state of rebelUoa P — A^ 1 always onoerstood her to be dis- 
affected to the English goremment ; it might not be a proper 
erpresston of mme, the word reE)eiJion- Q. Do you inow 
of any act by the elder Begum against the TiderP — A. I 
cannot atato any. Q. Do ^u know of any act which you 
call rebellion, committed by tbe elder BcOTra agaluit (bo 
CorapanyP— d. Ido not know of any parttcalar circumstance, 
only it was generally supposed that she was disaffected to 
th# Company. Q. IHiat act* of disaffection or bcwtil/ty 
towards tho Engluh do you allnda to, when you speak of 
tbo eoQTcrsatlon of the world at the time ?— X I hare an- 


swered (bat Question as friiiy as 1 can, that It was ootbbig 
but conremlioa, that I know of no particular act or deed 
myself" 

This then declares as tout lordships hare beard, 
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that upon cool, deliberate inquiry made at Eyzabad from all 
the inliabitants, he did not believe in the existence of any 
rebellion. That as to the Bow Begum, the ^andmother, Avbo 
■was a person that could onl^ be charged ■with it in a second- 
ary degree, and as conspirmg ■with the other, he says, he 
knows no facts against her ; except that at the battle of 
Buxar, in the year 1764, she had used some odd expressions 
concerning the English, who were then at war -vvith her sou, 
Sujah Dowlah. This was long before we bad any empire or 
pretence to empire in that part of India ; therefore the ex- 
pression of a rebelhon, which he had used with regard to her, 
was, he acknowledged, improper ; and that he only meant he 
had formed some opinion of her disaffection to the English. 

As to the Begum, he positively acquits her of any rebel- 
lion. If he therefore did not know it, who was an active 
officer in the very centre of the alleged rebellion, and who 
was in possession of all the persons from whom information 
was to be got,'who had the eunuchs in prison, and miglit 
have charged them -with this rebellion, and might have ex- 
amined and cross-examined them at his pleasure ; if this man 
knew nothing about it, your lordships ■wm judge of the false- 
hood of this wicked rumour, spread about nom hand to baud, 
and which was circulated by persons who at the Same time 
have declared that they never heard of it, before Sir Elijah 
Impey went up into the country, the messenger of Mr. Hast- 
ings’s orders, to seize the treasures of the Begums, and com- . 
missioned to procure evidence in justification of that ■violence 
and robbery. 

I now go to another ■part of this evidence. There is a 
person they call Hoolaa Iloi ; a man in the employment of 
the resident, Mr. Middleton. The gentlemen who are counsel 
for the prisoner have exclaimed, — Oh ! he was nothing but a 
news writer. "What ! do you take any notice of him ? 
Tour lordships would imagine that the man whom they treat 
in this manner, and whose negative evidence they think fit 
to despise, was no better than the ■writers of those scandalous 
paragraphs which are published in our daily papers, to mis- 
represent the proceedings of this court to the public. But 
who in fact is this Hoolas Hoi, whom they represent, for the 
convenience of the day, to be nothing but a news ■writer ? 

I will read to your lordships a etter from Major Haylor to 
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Colonel Jaqoe*^ comiruading tlift •econd battalion, 20th rogt* 
ment. 

** Sir, — HooUa Hm, the peraon appointed by the Nabob for 
tian»ctuig the bonne** for irhich the troo^ are requi^ 
here, will hold constant cotomumcation and interoonno with 
yon ; and a* be u inatmotcd and aconainted with the b«t 
method to accomplish thu boamets, Mr Middkton rcqaest* 
impliat attenbon to be paid to wbat he may from time to 
time represent respecting the priaonen, or the busmesa on 
which bo u employed , m short, a* he is the person nomicK 
ated by the NaMh, he wiahea Qwlas £oi to be considered in 
tbe same light as if he himself vu pt ca ent.** 

>Er Middleton, in a letter to Lieotenant Franca Kotledge, 
wntea thu* of him i ** Sirr— When tha note is debrered to 
you by Uoolss Boi, I bare to desire that yon order tbe two 
pnsoner* to be put m irons, keeping them from all food, 
agreeably to my instruetiona of yesterday " 

Ton will first see in how confidentin] a manner IToolas 
Bol was employed, and m what light be was held. That be 
was cmplored to carry some lostri^ota which do not indetHl 
appear, bat were accompanied by an order from Mr MHdli^- 
ton, “ WTien these Instructionj ahall come to yon, to put 
these pnaonera in irons and keep them without food,*’ dc 
The Begums say, without food and water F.t crlcra aro 
words of large import— but bo was *to kt?op tb«n without 
food, dc-, agreeably to my instruetiona of yesterday '* Thu 
was a prrtty gtmorsl warrant fortufiVnngs. This IIooIssIUh, 
this mere news writer, was not only intrusted with this war- 
rant, but Mr Middleton dedarco hua to be ajimon who was 
to be receiTcd there, and to represent the Iisbob, and Terr 
justly tooj for be, Mr Snddieton, was undoubtedly the real 
Nabob of the country. Tbe mao therefore, whom they talk 
of in this contemptuous manner, to order to make slight of an 
obserration we made, and which 1 shall cuke again, and 
whom they affect to ccaalder as a mere poragraph-monger in 
some scandalous newspaper, was a man rested by Mr. itid- 
dleton with authority e<]asl to that of the Nabob himself 

Mr Usrtlngt not only thought bun of consei^acoee encugh 
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to be a -witneBS to the severities used on the ministers of the 
Begums, but he considered that he would afterwards be a fit 
witness to the rebellion. I pray your lordships to mark this 
— he sent for this Hoolas Boi (who is now nothing but a 
mere paragraph-monger), — he sent for him from !Fyzabad to 
Benares — a pretty long journey ; and at last caused him to 
be examined before Sir Elijah Impey. He has, however, 
sunk his evidence ; a suppression which is strongly in favour 
of the Begums, and equally strong against their accuser. 
Here we have a man who was in^sted with all their or- 
ders ; who represented the English government ; who repre- 
sented the Nabob’s government ; this man is sent for by Mr. 
Hastings ; he gives his depositions before Sir Elijah Impey ; 
and the deposition so given is not to be found either upon 
the Company’s record, in Sir Elijah Impey’ s trunk, in Jona- 
than Scott’s trunk, nor in any other place whatever. The 
evidence of a witness who could speak most clearly, as pro- 
bably he did, and most decisively upon this subject is sunk. 
They suppress, and dare not produce, the affidavit of the man 
who was at the bottom of every secret of both governments. 
They had the folly to let you know, obliquely, that he had 
been sent for by Mr. Hastmgs, but they conce^ the inform- 
ation obtained from him ; a silence more damning than any 
positive evidence could be. You have here a proof of their 
practice of producing such evidence only as they thought 
most favour^le to their wicked purposes, in the destruction 
of this great and ancient family. 

But ^ the English, they say, believed in the existence of 
this tebellion. This we deny. Mr. Purling, who* was resi- 
dent the year before its pretended explosion, has told you 
that he never knew of anything like a plot carrying on by 
these women. We were almost ashamed to put the question 
to him. Did Mr. Bristow, the next resident, know or believe 
in this plot P He seems,, indeed, to have been induced to 
give some oblique hints to Mr. Hastings of improper conduct 
on the part of the Begums, but without stating what it was. 
In a letter to Mn. Hastings, he appears to endeavour to soften 
the cruel temper of this inflexible man, by going a little way 
with him, by admitting that he thought they had behaved 
improperly. When Mr. Wombwell, another resident, is asked 
whether any Englishman doubted of it, he says,. Mr. Bristow 
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doubted of it. No ooe indeed irlio retds tbeM papen can 
■Toid *eeiiig tbit Mr Bnitowdid not bebero oneirord of itj 
no more, in fact, than did Mr Hiutisgt or oo^bodj' cbe. 

But, my lord*, let ni go from theeo inferior agent* and 
■erranxi of tbe Coan'Mmy to their taghor oiDceTt. DhI Jlr 
fitablct bebem it f ulna gentleman waa Mr Ha*hng»’i col* 
league in tbe eoundl, a man of aa mneb bouoor, I reollr be* 
boro, as eror went to India . a fiiithful old •errant of tbo 
Company, and reiy arorthy or credit. I bebere there la not 
a epot upon bun donng aQ hia long aemce ondcr tbe Com* 
pany — if any, it la hia bemg a liltJe too obacqniouj^ aome- 
timca, to bir Hortuiga. Did be bebere it f No, ho did not ; 
and yot be wna ono of tbe pervona autbonxed to inrratigate 
It coolly, and mott able to <£> ao Upon tbe whole, tb^ the 
peraons who beat knew tbe ctolo of tbo country did XMt bo* 
Lem it; tbo Nabob did not bellere it; the ^cgntni were 
noTor charged with it ; no ground of anapidon ta aaggrated, 
except looaa mmoura and tbo atoxy of two nndjwret Under 
tboe circnmitoncca the troaaorei of tbc»e anaent Udtea were 
•cixed, tbeir property eontUcBted, and tbe Nabob dragged 
jnmt reluctantly to tub act* Yea, my lorda, tbb poor, mb* 
ertblo netim vaa foreed to rioUto all tbe bwa of nature, all 
decency, all property , to rob hb enm mother for tbe benefit 
of Mr iiastmga. All tbla bo vaa farced to do, be waa made 
the reluctant Inatrument of ponlabmg bii mother and grand* 
mother for a plot of which cren theiT Brcuaeri do not pre* 
tciul to aay tW tbe partice accused bad crer nxcired any 
intimation 

My lords, m forming yoor judgment upon tbli neCirioiia 
proceeding, your lordship* wilf not fail to adrert to tbo fund** 
mental pnaaplca,tbo acknowledged maxima, and ralabluhrd 
rulci of all judgment nod joitieo— that conTictton ought to 
pnTcde execution; that imal oqght to precede coniietioo; 
ami that a proveator • loftifinatioD and orfdenco ooght to bo 
th" prehraioary step and aubslanco of tbo Inal llrreerefy* 
t mg »ai rrreraed Sir FJiJah Imnry goea up with the order 
f r execution t the party aceuwni la nnther amignrd nor 
(r Thu Mtno Sir Elyab then proceed^ to acek for wit* 
ii v^and to take aOldaTita, and m the mean timetMntber tb* 
Nol«ob, the c'tmuble pnrsccutor nor hi« motlter and grand* 
ciuibcr, the jartlis accuKd, knew one word of tbe matter* 
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But poi.'ibly some peculiarity in tlio circumstancea of tlio 
case rendered Bueb a proceeding necessary, and may iustify 
it. No such peculiarity baa been proved or even alleged ; 
nay, it is in the highest degree improbable that it could navo 
existed, itr. Hastings bad another opportunity of doing 
himself justice ; when an account of this business was trans- 
mitted to the court of directors, they ordered him to inquire 
into it : and your lordships ^vill see what he did in conse- 
quence of this order. Tour lordships wiU then judge of the 
extreme audacity of the defence which he has made of this 
act at your bar, after having refused to institute any inquiry 
into it, although he had the positive order of the court of 
directors, and was in the place where that inquir}’- could bo 
made efibetuaUy, and in the place where the unfortunate 
women could have an opportunity of clearing themselves. 

I will first read to yourlordsliips an exti-act from the letter 
of the court of directors to the board at Calcutta ; dated the 
14th of Pebruary, 1783. 

4. — “ By the second article of the treaty [of Chunar] the 
Nabob is permitted to resume such jaghires as he shall think 
proper, with a reserve, that aB such jaghirdars, for the 
amount of whose jaghires the Company are guarantees, shall, 
in case of a resumption of their lands, be paid the amount 
of the net collections through the resident. 

6. — “ "We do not see how the Governor-General could con- 
sent to the resumption of such lands as the Company had 
engaged should remain in the hands of those who possessed 
them previous to the execution of the late treaty, without 
stronger proofs of the Begum’s defection than have been laid 
before us ; neither can we allow it to be good policy to 
reduce the several jaghirdars, and thus uniting the territory, 
and the troops'maintained for the.protection of that territory, 
tmder one head, who, by that means, at some future period, 
may become a very powerful enemy to the Company. 

6.—“ "With respect to tho resumption of the jaghires pos- 
sessed by the Begums in particular, and the subsequent 
seizure of the treasure deposited with the Yizier’s mother, 
which the Governor-General, in his letter to the board, 23rd 
January, 1782, has declared he strenuously encouraged, and 
supported, we hope and trust, for the honour of the British 
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zutkm, tluit t })0 sietioTe appecicd to bo ful]^ jcuti&ed a tbo 
ej^ of lU Hnidootan. 

“The GoTOTior-GeiieTBl bn inf o r m ed n*, that it can bo 
well ttlerted that tbo Beguzna pnoapallj' eiated and rap* 
ported the late commotiona, and that iiiej earned theiruiTet- 
eraej' to the En^nh natum ao far sa to aun at onr utter 
exhrpatioiL 

7^“ It rouat hare been poblidj known, that in 1775 the 
retident at the Vmer'a coart not tailj obtained from the 
Begum, widow of the late Sofah Bowlab, on the ^abob'eac* 
count, thirtj lacka of rupect, half of which was to be paid 
to the Company, but also the forbcanmce of twentr-iii 
lacks, for the repajment of which she had sccuntj £o Wd, 
OQ the NaboVi agreeing to rononnce aQ further <*1^™ upon 
her, and that to this agreement the Companj* were guaian* 

8. — “We find that, on the 21st Becemhcr, 1775, the 
Begum complained of a brcadi of engagemenU on the part 
of the bTabob, solcatiog jour protection for hervclfi her 
mother, and for all the wocneu banging to the aertglio of 
the late Nabob from the datreaaea to which thej were re* 
duced — tn eonsequeoco whereof it was agreed in eoceuUa boo, 
Srd Januarj, 1770, to remonstrate with the Vizier | the 
GkireTnor^Ieneral remarking — that, as the reprfeentatrre of 
oar goremmest has become anagent intlusbatu3eti,and has 
pled^ the honour and fiiitb of the CompanTfor the punctual 
obtcrranco of the conditkms under whiA the tr^lj was 
coQcladed, joa had a ngbt to Interfere, and jnstieo de* 
minded it, u it should appear that those engagements bare 
been noUtwL 

** And the board at the tamn tnoo reso]red,~that, as soon 
as the Begum’s eogagemenU with the Nabob, to which 2lr 
Brutow is a partt, stall bo folfiUed on her part, this goirm* 
iDpnt win think tnemscires bound to protect her agaiait anj 
further demand or molestation 

0 —“If tfaerrforf the dtsat&ctioa of the Begums was not 
a matter of public notonetj, we eannot but bo alsnaeil for 
tb#* rfeeta which these suueqQeut transaction! tourt bars 
had on the miods of the nafiTcs of India t— the oatr cofls> 
lation we frel upon this occasion u, that tin amount of tbci«s 
lighlrfa,ror»luch the Cotnpsnj were guarantees, Is to be paid 
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tlirougli our resident at the court of the Vizier ; and it very 
materially concerns the credit of your government on no ac- 
count to suffer such payments to bo evaded. 

10. — “ If it shall hereafter he found that the Begimis did 
not talce that hostile part against the Company vdiich has 
been represented (as well in the Gk)vernor- General’s narra- 
tive as in several documents therein referred to ; and as it no- 
where appears, from the papers at present in our possession, 
that they excited any commotion preidous to the imprison- 
ment of Eajah Cheit Sing), but only armed themselves in 
consequence of that transaction ; and as it is probable that 
such a conduct proceeded entirely from motives of self-de- 
fence, under an apprehension that they themselves might 
likevrise be laid under unwarrantable contributions, we direct 
that you use your influence with the Vizier, that their jag- 
hires may be restored to them ; but if they should be under 

P rehensions respecting the future conduct of the Vizier, 
Avith our further protection, it is our pleasure that you 
afford those ladies an asylum within the Company’s territories, 
and these be paid the amount of the net collections of their 
jaghires, agreeable to the second article of the late treaty, 
tluough the medium of our resident, as may be ascertained 
upon an average estimate of some years back.” 

You see, my lords, the directors had received every one 
of his false impressions. They had conceived an idea that, 
after the rebellion of Cheit Sing (but not before, upon his 
own showing), the Begums had shown a disposition to arm. 
They here assume a false fact, which Mr. Hastings stated in 
his representation of the business to them. They assume a 
variety of other false facts, — they assume that the amovmt of 
the jaghires of the Begums was to be paid them in regular 
pensions, whereas they were totally confiscated without any 
compensation at all. And yet, upon Mr. Hastings’s own 
showing, they fovmd the transaction to be so dishonourable to 
the British government, that they desire him to make in- 
qui^ into it, and give redress accordingly. 

Here then is another order of the Company, another call 
upon Mr. Hastings, to examine to the bottom of this affair. 
The directors, after giving him credit for that enormous 
mass of falsehoods which we have proved him to have stated 
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in ha naarntiTei, fbtmd tbonadrei »o utterijr tint 

the^ ^re thn conditloml order to iwtore th# Begum* to 
then- jagliira. Tonr lordthipt find it m endcneo upon 
jonr mmirtet tb»t to coatumnacmilj diKibeyed this oraer; 
that be wonld not eonBent to the p ro p o ei tion* of the coundl 
for inqinrag into the condaci of these injored iromen, bxrt 
itifled ereij attempt that wm made br otben to do them 
jtuUce. Ajid yet be here has the eflitmtery to propoee 
that yonr lordthlpi ihonld in^oiro into the bo^cM at Tonr 
bar I that you ahoold mreatigate a matter here, vblen be 
refoaed to inqmro into on tbe apot^ tbongb exprcasljr ordered 
by his masters to to do 

1 will DOW read to your lordships a short extract frori bu 
own narratiT© of his own proccemnci. It begins with re- 
ating port of a zkoto entered br hir Macp&rson in tho 
consmtations of tbe council, at w lime whra tbe orders of 
the court of durcton, whi^ I bare just alJndcd to, were 
lalen Into consideration t—" AVhat the co urt of director* 
seem to haro most at heart aTe, first, that tbe rngsgement 
of the second article of tbo Bcoarr* treaty should be iaith* 
fully fulfilled i and seeondlr, te guard against tbe future 
misconduct of the Vmcr,*tf fceshtrald bo disposed to opprtM 
tbe Begums i 

•• Tb^ we should therefore aieerUaa whether tho amount 
of tbe jschlres of tbo Begum* 1* regnUriy paid to them 
through tM Company** resident j and ^r* them notice that 
no futnre demands shall be made upon them. This tbe 
OorernoT- General might, I thhih. do in a letter, that would 
make tbo Begums sensible of their past mis«mdnct, yet 
mform tbetn of tbo lenity and g Ts d o us intentions of tbe 
Companr, in ordering them aa asylum in Bengsl. in ease of 
futnre diitre**.*’ In conse^oeoee of the foregoing opmioti 
from Mr iracphersoo, tbe JoDowing minute was debtered 
by tbe GorenKTr-Gcneinli 

•I should cladlr acuuieseo In the motto made by Mr 
llacpherton, if I tfiougnt It ponible to frime a letter to the 
Begums in any terras which should at tbe same time ctmTry 
the intimation propoeed by it, and not dirfeat tbe Porp«e « 
it, or Ve pTodurtist ct edU ^^ws-ter than any wbieV eilrt, fas 
consequence of the proeeeduigs which hare already taken 
place, sn't whicb time has almctt obliterated the ordeft of 
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court of directors nro conditional, they require nothing ; 
j in the event of discoveries made suhsequeut to tho ad- 
es "which "were before you on the 14th February last, iu 
jviation of tho former conduct of tho Begums, nothing has 
ce luipeared in relation to them hut their refusal, or rather 
it of one, to fulfil her engagements for the payment of tlio 
aainder of the sum exacted, from her by the Nabob Vizier, 
the beginning of last year. Whatever obedience may bo 
3 to the clear and ascertained spirit of tho orders of the 
irt of directors, this obligation cannot extend to points to 
lich neither the letter nor endent spirit of their order’s ap- 
\ If I am rightly informed, the Nabob Vizier and the Be- 
ms are on terras of mutual goodwill ; it "would ill become 
IS government to interpose its influence by any act which 
ght tend to revive their animosities, and a very slight occa- 
n would be sufficient to effect it ; it wifi, he to little pur- 
se to tell them that their conduct has, in our estimation of 
been very yvrong ; and at the same time to announce to 
em the orders of our superiors, whieh more than indicate 
B reverse ; they "wiU instantly take fire on such a declaration, 
oclaim the judgment of the Company in their favour, de- 
md a reparation of the acts which they will construe wrongs, 
th such a sentence warranting that construction, and either 
cept the invitation to the proclaimed scandal of the Vizier, 
lich "will not add to the credit of our government, or re- 
ain in his dominions, but not under his authority, to add 
his vexations and the disorders of the country by con- 
lued intrigues and seditions : enough already exists "to aflfect 
s peace- and the quiet of his people; if we cannot heal, let 
i not inflame the wounds which have been inflicted : 

“ If the Begums think themselves aggrieved to such a de- 
’66 as to justify them in an appeal to foreign jurisdiction,' 
I appeal to it against a man standing in the relation of son 
id grandson to them ; — to appeal to the justice of those who 
ive been the abettors and instruments of their imputed 
rongs ; — let us at least permit them to he the judges of their 
(vn feelings, and prefer their complaints, before we offer to 
idress them ; they wifi, not need to be prompted : 

“ I hope I shall not depart from the simplicity of official 
inguage, in saying, that the majesty of justice ought to be 
pproached "with solicitation, not descend to provoke or Ln« 
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nt« it, moch lesi to dotiftM itself hr tbe vug^estian of mTSifl 
and tbe promiae of redreaa, mth tne dennnaatKni nf p rmtS . 
ment boioco tml, eren before aocoBfitbrn^'* 


Mj lords, H ifaico tito begtnning of tie -wxndd, tudi a pa- 
per as this ms erer before vritten by a penon rtaiHling in 
tiie relatioii of a aerrant to bis mas^, I uluiTI aQoir that 
erery irord ire hare said to toot lordships upon this occasioti 
to mark his gnilt ought to be expungea from jonr minutes 
and &om our eharges. 

Before I proceed to make any obeerrations upcm this set 
of open rebdjum egamrt hu snpenon, I most heg your lord- 
ships to remark the amel^ of purpose, the hostile uehng to- 
rn^ these mjored iromen irhia were diipUjed in thu 
darmg deflancB Tout lordships will find he nerer Is a 
rebel to one party without being a tmut to aome others t 
that rebd ana tynnt are carrelatiTe terms when applied to 
him, and that they eonstantly go together 

It is suggested by tbe (hnwtors tbe I7abob U tbe por> 
•eeutor, the (mpnssor, and that 2Ir Hastings ti the person 
who is to redrM the wrongi but here they hare mistaken 
ti» matter totsDy For we bar© prored to ycmr lordsbipi 
that Kr Hastings was tbe pnnapm in the persecuticm, s^ 
that the Kabob was only an instrument ■ — “ If 1 am ri^tly 
infonned," he says, "the Nabob and tbe Begums are on terms 
of mutual goodwilL It would iU become this gorenunent 
to interpose its mfioenee 1^ any aet which might tend to re- 
nre this animositKa, anti a Terr ih|hs occaaion would he 
sufficient to efieot it " — 'What animo^ea had they towards 
each other P None, that we know of. Mr Hastings geta the 
Nabob to rob his mother ( and then be supposes, oon trai r to 
trutb, o onlnu y to fsct, con tra iy to ere r rthmg your lordihipe 
have heard, tW the Nabob wtmld £ul into a finr if his 
mother was to obtam ai^ redresa) and that if tbe least m* 
q^mrT into this busmess was made, it would mete a flame in 
^e Nabob's mind on aeeouzit of the ectire, energetic, ^nrited 
he had tairen in these tranaactiana. Therefore, s^ be. 
Oh 1 for God’s take, soothe tbe matter —it is e green sround, 
— ^n’t uncorer it j— do nothmg to imtate —it will be to 
Lttle purpose to tell them that their eondact has m oor cstl. 
mstiou of H been rery wrong, and at tbe came time an- 
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nounce to tLem tlie orders of our superiors, ivliicli more than 
indicate tiie reverse. Now, my lorM, to what does all this 
amount ? Kcst, says he, I will not do them justice.— I will 
not enter upon an inquiry into their wrongs. Why ? — Be- 
cause they charge us with, having inflicted them. ^ Th6n 
surely for that reason you ought to commence an inquiry. 
No, says he, that would he telling them that our superiors 
suspect we are in the wrong. But when his superiors more 
than indicated suspicions, was he not hound temold to make 
that inquiry, for his honour and for their satisfaction, which 
they direct him to make ? No, he will not do it, because, 
says he, the Begums would either accept the ofier of an asy- 
lum in, the Company’s territories, to the proclaimed scandal of 
the Vizier, which, would not add to the credit of our govern- 
ment ; or they would remain in his dominions, hut not under 
his authority, to add to his vexations and the disorders of 
the country, hy continual intrigues and seditions. 

You see, my lords, this man is constantly thrusting this 
peaceable Nabob before him, goading and pushing him .on, as 
if with a bayonet behind, to the commission of everything 
.that is base and dishonourable. You have him here declaring 
that he'wiU. not satisfy the directors, his masters, in their in- 
quiries about those acte, for fear of the Nabob’s taking um- 
brage, and getting into a flame with his mother; and for fear 
the mother, supported by the opinion of the directors, should 
be induced to resent her wrongs. What, I say, does all this 
amount to ? It amounts to tfis — ^the Begums accuse me of 
doing them injustice ; the directors indicate a suspicion that 
they have been injured ; therefore I will not inquire into the 
matter. Why.? — because it may raise disturoances. But 
what disturbance could it raise ? — ^The mother is disarmed and 
could not hurt the Nabob. AH her landed estates he knew 
were confiscated. He knew all her money was in his oivn 
possession ; he knew she had not the means, if she had been 
disposed, tp create intrigues and cabals what disturbance 
then could be created by his sending a letter to know what 
she had to say upon the subject of her wrongs ? 

_ -5^’ be, “the Begums iJiinh themselves aggrieved.” 

Observe, my lords, that the institution of an inquiiy is 
measure of the Begums ; it is an order of the court of direc- 

, tors, made by them upon his own repreBen+ 
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ca»o, and nothing die. The Begums did not dare to 
mnnnnr — did not dare to aiLlbr redreBa. GodknoTa 
the poor creature* were at or about the time hn pmonm j 
Tobbed—Hifemped of ererythingi without hope and withoal 
reeouroe. — ^But the direotora, £&ng their dutj^ upon that oo 
cflSKTn, did condenm him tmon bis own fatfcp repraentitionB 
contained in that bundle ca affldsTita, upon which hU coun- 
sel now contend that jour lordships thonldaeqait him Bat, 


these Women were to be robbed, we ware not foreigners to 
them { on the contrarj, wo adjudged them guiltj of rebellion. 
'We sent au English chief justice to colleot materials of sc- 
cuastion agamst them We sent English offleers to 
their monoj The whole was an EngU^ transaction. When 
wrong 18 to be done, we have then an intemt m the coimtij 
to joffhiy our acting in it ) but wbem the guesticni la of re- 
dressLog wronga, when the quevtum is of denng justice, when 
the question ts of mqoirj, when the question is of hearing 
compkinti, then it is a foreign junsdietlou —Ton are to 
mS'er ^ Hastings to mike it foreigm or to mske it domes- 
bc,jait as it answers his purposea. — ^ot iJay trt U opp^X 
a^avitf m ■*«* «• Uts rtiatten qf to* tnjl ffrtndto* 

to iJbm, <rsd to appeal to tie Jiutiea iff th>ta tale hav4 beM 
/le abetUtrt end xnsimentt y tirtr mptr/fd tcron^ 

"Why, mj lords, if ho allows that ho is the abettor of and 
the instrument to which the directors Impute tbeee wrongs, 
wbr, 1 ask, does he, with those eharges Ijing upon bun, ^ 
jcci to all iuqmrj in the manner jou bare seen r 

But the Cktmpanr's Qoremor 1^ It s eem s, all at once trans- 
formed mto a gmt torcrei^i— the maiestj of jostico ought 
to bo approached with soliatetion- llero, mjlords, he loc- 
at once the court of duectors i he forgets the laws of 
England, he forgets the set of parliament, he forgets that snj 
obwlience is duo to his supenon. Ihe Begums were to ifw 
proach him bj the orders of the court of directors j ho sets at 
nought these orders, and asserts that be must ho approached 
with soliatationa. «ijs he, **Iim oUiiented iletr 

ttffertup**^ Oh 1 what a halm of ohlmou fame spreads oTcr 
the wrongs, wounds, and alflictious of others, in IM mmd of 
the person who iuflkts those wrongs and oppreewmsl The 
opprtiscr soon forgets- Thi* robberj took place in 17.. 
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t was in tlie year 1783 , when he asserted that the waters of 
Lethe had been poured over all their wrongs and oppres- 

»ion8. ... -LI 

Your lordships will mark this insulting language, when he 

says that both the order of the directors and the application 
of the Begums for redress must be soliciiations to him. 

[Here Mr. Burke was interrupted by Ifr. Mastinffs, vcho 
said, “ M.y lords, there was no order. I find a man’s patience 
may be exhausted. I hear so many falsehoods, that I must 
declare there was no order of the court of directors. Porgive 
me, my lords. He may say what he pleases ; I will not 
again controvert it. But there is no order ; if there is, read 
it.”] 

ilfr. BurJce then proceeded. Judge you, my lords, what 
the insolence, audacity, and cruelty of this man must have 
been, from his want of patience in nis present situation, and 
when he dares to hold this language here. Tour lordships 
win reckon with him for it, or the world will reckon with 
you. 

Sastings here again interrupted Mr. Burke and said, 
“ There was no order for inquiry.” 

Mr. BurTce. — ^Your lordships have heard the letter read ; 
I mean the letter from the directors, which I read just now. 
You will judge whether it is an order or not. I did hope 
within these two days to put an end to this business ; but 
when your lordships hear us charged with direct falsehood 
at yonr bar ; when you hear this wicked wretch who is be- 
fore you— 

Brom a lord. — Order, order, order. 

Mr. BurTce. — Order, my lords, we call for in the name of 
the Commons. Your lordships have heard us accused at 
your bar of falsehood, after we had read the order upon 
which our assertion was founded. This man, whom we 
have described as the scourge and terror of India, — this man 
gets up, and charges us, not with a mistake, an error, a wrong 
construction, but a duect falsehood ; and adds, that his pa- 
i^_ worn out with the falsehood he hears. "This is not 
^ l^glish court of j ostice if such a thing is permitted. Wo 
beg leave to retire, and take instructions from our constitu* 
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enta. He cmght to be aent to Bndewell for going on intMi 
TTiB-nner 

[3& Tfymdiam ier$ rmd tia Istifir e^avu] 

3fr Svh« — "With reg&rd to tie nringi of tin nninpj 
mfln, I am tnre, If I ^rere onJj oonaideting triat pawed from 
bid to tie m&nagen m thu box, and knonng 'viat allow* 
anoe la due to a woonded canaeence, broo^t before an 
awfhl bfbxma], and cmartiiig under tie of jta 

own guilt, I would pua them oror But, my lorda, we bare 
tie hooour of tie Commotn, we bare tie bonoar of t>nf courts 
to auftain. pTonr lordahipe, tbe otier daj, for an nWmrtt 
committed agiuiiit a conatabl^ wbo waa keeping the waj 
undo Toor orderm, did tcij jnatlj, and to ibe greet aatii&e- 
tton (H tie poblle, commit tlM par^ to BndeweU, for a much 
lUgbtAr mimlt agaiaat tie banonr and dmui^ of jour court.] 
And I JeoTo it Bjareforo far tbe preeeni tdl javr loniiilp* 
can aerkmafy oairaider what titie mode of preceding in tiia 
matter ought to be.~I now proceed.— > 

TVe hare read to jtrur lordaiipa tbe orden of tie court of 
dirceton) I again tar «e rtmsder them aa orden) jour 
lordahipt are aa good judge* of tie proprie t T of the tern aa 
we are. Tou h^ heard them read ; jou hare alao beard 
that tie council at Oaleutta considered them aa orden ) for 
resolutkaia were mored upon them ) and Hr Btailea, in erf 
donee before jtm here^ who was one of the counril, so con* 
tidered them t and tiu man baa the frantie audaatr in 
thia place to aoert that thej were not orden. and to declare 
that M cannot stand tbe repetition of rudi abominable Cdse- 
booda aa are perpe tu atlj urged againat him. We cannot coo* 
ceire that jour lordahipt will suffer this, and if too do, 1 
promise tou, tbe Commons will not suffer tbe jusoce of the 
country m Iw trided with end insulted in this manner ) be* 
cause, if auci conduct bo suffered by your lordships, they 
mart my that rery disagreeable consequences will ensue, ana 
rery drsagreeablo infemicas wiQ be drasrn ly tbe publio eon* 
cerning^ Too will forgir^ and wo know how to forgire, 
the ram^ of people smamng under a eonsoocs aesse of 
their gunk But when we are rending documenta gixen in 
srideoc^ and are commentnjg upon tnem, the use of thi> 
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kind of language really deservea your lordsliips’ consider- 
ation. As for us, we regard it no more than we should other 
noise and hrawlings of criminals, who in irons may he led 
through the streets, raving at the magistrate that has com- 
mitted them. "We consider him as a poor, miserable man, 
railing at his accusers ; it is natural he should fall into all 
these frantic ravings, but it is not fit or natural that the .. 
court should indulge him in them. Your lordships shall now 
hear in what sense Mr. Wheler and Mr. Stables, two other 
members of the council, understood this letter. 

Mr. "WTieler thus writes ; — “ It always has been, and will 
be, my wish to perform implicitly the orders of the court of 
directors, and I trust that the opinion which I shall give 
upon that part of the court’s letter which is now before us 
. wiU not he taken up against its meaning, as going to a breach 
nf them 5 the orders at present under the board’s consider- 
ation are entirely provisional. 

“nothing has passed since the conclusion of the agree- 
ment made by the Q-ovemor-G-eneral with the Vizier at Chu- 
nar which induces me to allow the opinion which I before 
held,' as well as fi'om the Governor-General’s reports to this 
board, as the opinions which I have heard of many individu- 
als, totally unconcerned in the subject, that the Begums at 
Byzabad did take a hostile part against the Company during 
the disturbances at Benares ; and I am impressed with a 
conviction that this conduct of the Begums did not proceed 
' entirely fi;om motives of self-defence ; but as the court of 
directors seem to be of a different opinion, and conceive that 
there ought to be stronger proofs of the defection of the Be- 
gums than have been laid before'them, I think that before 
we decide on their orders the late and present resident at 
the Vizier’s court, and the commanding officers in the Vizier’s 
country, ought to be required to collect and lay before the 
board all the information they can obtain with respect to the 
defection of the Begums during the troubles in Benares, and 
their present disposition to the Company.” 

Mr. Stables, September 9th, 1783, writes thus;— “The 
court of directors, by their letter of the 14th ITebruary, 1788, 
seem not to be satisfied that the disaffection of the Begums 
to this government is sufficiently proved by the eyiaenca 
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by him in justification of this conduct, the pretended reluctance 
of the Nabob, the fear of offending him, the suggestion of 
the Begums having forgotten and forgiven the 'wTongs they 
had suffered, and of the danger of reviving their discontent 
by any attempt to redress them, and by his insolent language, 
that the majesty of justice, "with -which he impudently invests 
himself, -was oifiy to be approached -with solicitation. We 
have further stated, that the pretence that he -was only con- 
cerned in this business as an accessary is equally false ; it 
being- on the contrary notorious that the Nabob was the 
accessary, forced into the servic-e, and a mere instrument in 
his hands ; and that he and Sir Elijah Impey (whose em- 
ployment in this business we stated as a further aggravation), 
were the authors and principal agents. And we further con- 
tendj'that each of these aggravations and pretences is itself, 
in fact and in its principle, a substantive crime. 

Your lordships witnessed the insolence with which this 
man, stung to the quick hy the recital of his crime, inter- 
rupted me 5 and you heard his recrimination of falsehood 
against us. We again avouch the truth of all and every word 
we have uttered, and the validity of every proof -with which 
we have supported them. Let his impatience, I say, now 
again burst forth ; he who feels so sensibly everything that 
touches him, and yet seeks for an act of indemnity for his 
own atrocities, by endeavouring to make you believe that the 
wrongs of a desolated family are, within one year, forgotten 
by them, and buried in oblivion. 

I -trust, my lords, that both his prosecutors and his judges 
-win evince that patience which the criminal wants. Justice 
is not to wait to have its majesty approached -with solicitation ; 
we see that throne in which resides inyisibly, but virlnnlly, 
the Majes^ of England ; we see your lordships representing 
in succession the juridical authority in the highest court in 
this kingdom ; hut we do not approach you -with solicitation ; 
we make it a petition of right ; we claim it ; we demand it. 
The right of seeking redress is not suppliant even before the 
Majesty of England; it comes boldly forward, and never thinks 
it offends its sovereign by claiming what is the right of aU 
his people. 

We have now done -with this busineas ; ahusineBS as atro- 
cious as any that is kno-wn in the history of mankind ; a busi- 

/OL. VIII. B 
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ne* tliat hai rtamed, thronglKmt tH Aria, the Bntuh ehant^ 
ter, and by Trhach crtir fame for honour, integrity, and pnhEc 
faith hoi boon forfeited , a bnamess which hai mtrodnced m 
thronghont that countir, aa breakera of foJth, dea troy m of 
trenbea, plandoreri of the weak and unprotected j and hu 
dubonoured, and will for otop duhononr, the Bntuh nante, 
Tonr lordahipt hare had all thia m ondence. Ton hare wen 
m what manner the Nabob, hia country, ha rorenuea, ha 
anbjecta, ha mother, ha famfly, ha nobility, and all their for* 
tnnee, and peraonal, hare been diapoeed of by the pruoner 
at yonr bar , and having eeen tint, yon wiD, by the unpatjence 
of tha onmnia}, etbmnte the patience of the unfortunate 
women into wbote injonee he refoaed to inquire "What be 
would not do, the dommona have done Ibey know that 
you hare a feeling diderunt from that which bo mamfeatedoo 
tint occanoQ , they do not iwproaoh yon nppliantly, hut de- 
mand jnatioe, they maiat tut xa the ComiDoni have done 
th«T part, your lordahipt will perform yoora. 

We ahu next proc M d to ahow yonr lordahlpf how he 
acted toward! anomer eat of womeiL the women of the late 
8qjah Dowloh, and for whom the direotore had ordcrod a 
maintenance to be aecured by an eipre* treaty Ton will 
see that he ii cruel towarda the weak vex, and to all otbera, 
in proporbon aa tbey are week and powcrieaa to reaiat hum 
xou win aee, I aay, when be had naurpcd the whole go- 
vernment of Oude, and brought It into a perrile dependence 
on lumaelt bow theao women fared, and then your lordihipa 
dain ludue whether or not,and mw^t degree,^ n cnmlntl. 

[Ax^pjcrned 
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TEIAL.. 

THURSDAY, 12th JUNE, 1794. 


SEA'ENTH DAT OF REPLY. 

(Mil. Beeke.) 

Mt Loeds, — Wlien I Lad last the honour of adflrcssing 
your lordships from this place, my observations wore principally 
directed to the unjust confiscation and seizui-e ofthe jaghires 
and treasures of the Begums, without previous accusation or 
trial, or subsequent inquiry into their conduct, in violation 
of a treaty made with them Eud guaranteed by the East India 
Company ; — to the long imprisonment and cruel treatment 
of their ministers, and to the false pretences and abominable 
principles by which tlie prisoner at your bar has attempted 
to justify his conduct. 

The several acts of violence and of oppression were, as we 
have shown your lordships, committed with circumstances of 
agOTavatfed atrocity highly disgraceful to the British name 
and character ; and particularly by his forcing the Nabob to 
become the means and instrument of reducing his mother 
and grandmother and’ their families to absolute want and dis- 
tress. 

-I have now to call your attention to his treatment of 
another branch of this miserable family ; the women and 
children of the late Nabob Sujah ul Dowlah, These persons 
were dependent upon the Begums; and, by the confiscation of 
their property, and by the ruin of various persons who would 
otherwise have contributed to their maintenance, were 
reduced to the last extremity of indigence and want. Bein^ 
left without the common necessaries of life, they were driven 
to the necessity of breaking through aU those local princi- 
ples of decorum which constitute the character of the female 
sex in that part of the world; and, after fruitless supplica- 
tions and shrieks of famine, they endeavoured to break the 
enclosure of the palace, and to force their way to the market- 
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pl»oe m order to beg for bread. "VTben thej tbui been 
loreed to rabntit to tne extremi^ of dugnoe degradation^ 
bj expovmg tbemaebrea to public riev with the itami^ dtU* 
dren of tb^ late aorereigii^ the brothen and esten of the 
reigning prince, tber were, in tiiU attam;^ attacked b^^ the 
aepoyi arioed with l)ludg«cia> and dnren wick by blowi into 
thepalaoe. 

My lords, we hare dnt bod before yon the nfiem^ and 
di^Twcea of women of the dnt distinction m Asu; protected 
by their rank — protected by thetr aei — protected by tbeir 
neor relation to the prince <n the oonntTy~nrotected vj two 
roarantees of the repreaentatiTe of the Bnbu goremiDent in 
India. We now come to another claaa of women who sof* 
fered by the yiolent nuMppropnabon of tbe rerennee of the 
Kabob, by which their r^olar aBowance waa taken from 
them , and yonr lordihipa will find that thla man'i enmea, 
at er er y step we take, npen into goilt { hit acta of pontire 
injuatiee are always aegrarated by hia condoot with regard to^ 
tbe conaeqnenees of thrai, and form bot a amsll part in the 
moss of oppresskm and tyiimny which we haye brought before 


yon. 

My lords, the m^ost aeunre of the jaghnet and treasnrea 
of the Bemims, ont of whidi tboee women were maintained, 
redaeed them to a itate of indigence, and exposed them not 
only to tbe tnfieruiga which hekmg to the physical natnro of 
man, bat also to the in^gniUea which particnlarly afieoted 
their sax and condition. But before I proceed, I will beg 
leere to restate to yonr lordships and recall to yonr memory 
who th^ women ware. Tbs Nabob Bujsh Powlah had bat 
one legitimate wife) thoonh tbe Mabomedan law admits of 
this number’s being exten^d in certain esses eren to foar~- 
yet it IS for the mo^ port held disreputable, eipecUlly when 
a person u married to a woman of the first utmclion, to 
hare more than one legitimate wife. Upon looking into the 
Iledaia, your lordships will see with what extreme ngour for- 
nication IS forbidden) but we know that persons of b^h rankf 
by customs that supersede both reUgion mid laws, aiN to the 
number of their wiTes, or substitute m their room wirrs of s 
subordinate desenpifoa, and ladalge themadresin tbn Jicroae 
to an onluBited degree) yon will find in Chardin's TVaieh* 
where ho treats of the subject of marmge, that such u tbs 
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eusiom of nil the princes of tlie East. Tho ’wives of tins 
subordinate class, tnou^li they are in reality no botlov 1/hiin 
concubines, and are subject to tho jjowor and capricoii ol* their 
lords, are yet allowed in tho eye of the severost inoraliiit H to 
have some excuse for their frailty and their wcaknoHfi ; and 
they accordingly always do find a degree of favour in tiiii) 
world, and become the object of particular protection. 

"We know that Sujah ul Dowlah was a man unqimwtionabiy 
in his manners very licentious with regard to women, that ))o 
had a great number of these women in his family ; and tliiit 
his women and the women attendant upon the personn of Ijis 
favourites had increased to a very great number, Wc know 
that his sons amounted to twenty ; or according to W r, Jfiiat- 
-ings’s own account to nineteen. Montesquieu su))i)OHe(t that 
there are more females bom in tho East than in the ’Went, 
But he says this upon no good ground, Wc know by betk-r 
and more regular information concerning tliis matkr, that the 
birth of males and females in that country in in iho mma 
proportion as it is here ; and therefore if you suppose that he 
had twenty sons, you may suppose he had about jminUidn 
daughters. By the custoros of that country all these nom 
and daughters were considered as persons of eminent dintinc- 
tion, though inferior to the legitimate children ; annurning 
the rank of their father, without considering the r.'ink v/hich 
their mother held. AU these wives with their children, and 
all their female servants and attendants, amounting in the 
whole to about eight hundred, persons, were shut up in v/hat 
they call the Khourd !Mha], or lesser palace. 'Jhis pW;e hi 
described by one of the vritnesses to be about as large g-S H* 
James’s Square. Tour lordEhip- have been told tha' 
circumstances, as well as this, these w'cre ' 

as objects of a great degree of respect, and of the grr 
gree of protectiom I refer your lordships to the t 
^ich their maintenance was guararcteed \r/ the Bn; 
Temmcnt. 

In order to let jour Icrdships see that I state ne 
rcu but what is supported not only by general bisk 
1 = er-Gugb to support an aceourt of geuieral manr.^..- 
the psTticclar auu peculiar cpinious of a p>er»:ou best 
of rbe nature of the ca-ve, I will refer you to the Ta* 
rdf : fer undoubredly the Tabob of O-ude. t?_e Tbri- 
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empire, tbe subtdar of the coontiy, 'tras mott Hkel/ to he Ibo 
he« of iThat reepeot wai to the iroiDeii of In* 

fatherB lainily. I irill therefore read to jour lordihipe, from 
hi* OTO lettere, irhat the Kebob'* opimon •vra* upon thia lub- 
jecU 

Extract of a letter firom the Tiiier, receired 2Srd of August, 
1782 »-— * I iisTBr found reeource equal to the neceseeij ei* 
penaea. EreiCT jw bj taking from ibommittert and Belling 
the article! oi tnj TrBrkhftnpjt, I with great dutreai tnnnetrd 
the trunDcae , but I oould not take care of mj dependanti, 
BO that Bome of mj hrothera, from their difflonmei, troee end 
departed } end the people of the Khcpurd Mhel of the btc 
Kawab, irho are all mj mothera. from their d atieaeea are re^ 
duoed to porertj and mTolrea m difdsnltiea^ no ™ti ot 
rank ii denoent in the cere of hia dependants, in proportion 
to hii ability ” 

Ajiother letter from the Vuier, reemred the Slpt July, 
1784 My brother, deer ea life, Saadrt All IDi&n, has re- 
queated that I would peraut hu mother to to and rea^e with 
him, my fhenA all the mothere of tcy brotbera and the 
women of the late Nawab, whom I reapect aa my own mothera, 
are here, and it u incumbent upon me to aupport them ; ec- 
eordflffily I do it, and it w unj^per that they Bbould be 
separated, nor do I approre it, Ej Qod’i bkaaing end your 
kindnew, 1 hope that all the women of the late Newab may 
remain here } it is the wuh also of my grandmother and my 
mother that they ihould." 

Tour lordihipa now tee in what degree of eatimatlon the 
Kabob Iwld thoae women- He regarded the wirea of hit 
father aa h« honoraiy mothera , be conmden thoir chOdren 
aa hia brethren ) he t^ka it would be highly diahonoorable 
to hia gorernment, if one of them waa taken out of tho 
Bonctuary in whxh they are placed, and in which, be aa^ 
the great of the country are obliged to maintaJp their oe* 
penifinta. Iliia ia the account giren by the porwin boat 
acquainted with the uaagee of the count^, beat acquainted 
iSh bia own dollea, beet acquainted with hia own wi^hee. 

Now, my lorda, you will aeo in what light another perton. 
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the ftgeiit of a tradiug Compacy, who designates himself 
under the name of Majesty, aoid assumes other great distinc- 
tions, presumes also to consider these persons ; and in Avhat 
contempt he is pleased to hold what is respected and what 
is held sacred in that country. "What I am now going to 
quote is from the prisoner’s second defence. For vl must 
remind your lordsh^s, that Mr. Hastings has made three de- 
fences ; one in the House of Commons, another in the lobby 
of the House of Commons, and a third at your lordships’ bar. 
The second defence, though delivered without name, to the 
members in the lobby of the House of Commons, has been 

? roved at your lordships’ bar to be written by himself. 

his lobby, this out-of-door, defence mditates in some re- 
spects, as your lordships will find, with the in-door defence ; 
but it probably contains the real sentiments of Mr. Hastings 
himseltj delivered with a little more freeness when he gets 
into the open air, like the man who was so vain of some silly 
plot he had hatched, that he told it to the hackney coachman, 
and every man he met in the streets. 

He says, “ Begums are the ladies of an Eastern princCj but 
these women are also styled the ladies of the late Vizier, and 
their sufferings are painted in such strong colours, that the 
nnsuspecting reader is led to mix the subjects together, and 
to suppose that these latter too were princesses of Oude; 
that all their sufferings proceeded from some act of mine, or 
had the sanction of my authority or permission. The fact 
is, that the persons of the Khourd Mahl (or little seraglio) 
were young creatures, picked up wherever youth and beauty 
could be found, and mostly purchased from amongst the most 
necessitous and meanest ranks of the people, for the Nabob’s 
pleasures.” In the in-door defence, he says, “The said 
women, who were mostly persons of low condition, and the 
said children, if apy such there were, lived in the Khourd 
' hlahl, on an establishment entirely distinct from the said 
Begums.” ^ 

My lords, you have seen what was the opinion of the 
Nabob, who ought to know the nature and circumstances of 
bis father’s palace, respecting these women; you hear what 
Mr. Hastings’s opinion is ; and now the question is, whether 
your lordships will consider these women in the same h'ght 
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empire, the tubedar of the country, ^raa moet Ukely to be I bo 
be« jud« of what respect wm due to the women of Im 
fiitber’s Rimflj I wHl therefore read to your lordahipe, from 
hi» Own letters^ what the Nabob'a opinion wus upon thii *u1> 
ject. 

Ertmct of a la Uer from the Tinar, receire ij 28rd of Anguit, 
1782 “ 1 nemr found reaonrae equal to the neoeaiary ei 
peneea. Ere^ yeer by taking from the mimsteri and e^mc 
the articles of my HaAhanna, I with greet distrees tramaeted 
tbe buameai , but I could not take care of my dependants, 
■o that tome of my brothers, from theur difflenluea, aroee and 
departed] and the peajdd of the Slunml MhsI of the late 
Nawab, are all my motbers, from their distresses are re* 
dueed to poverty and mvolved in dHEonltiesj no man ot 
rank u denoent m the care of hu dependants, m proportion 
to his ability ’’ 

Another letter from tbe Viiiar, receiTed the Slet Joly, 
1784 Hy brother, deer as life, Baadit All Khin, has ro* 
qnaated that 1 would permit his m^her to ^ md los^e with 
him] my friend, all tbe motban of my brothers and the 
women of tbe late Kawab, whom I respect as my own mothers, 
are here, and it is incumbent upon me to supp o rt them ] ac* 
cordingly 1 do it, and it n improper that they should be 
sepanited, nor do I appror© it. ay God’s blessing and your 
kindness, 1 bc^ that all tbe women of tbe late Kawab may 
remain bore ; it n the wish also of my grandmother and my 
mother that they should.” 

Tour lordships now see in what degree of estimation the 
Nabob h^ these women- He regaroed the wires of hts 
father as bis honoraiy mothers , be considers their ehlldmi 
as hi« brethren j he thinks it would be highly dlshonourtblo 
to his gorernment, if one of them was taten out of tbo 
■anctuaiy in which they are placed, and in which, bo 
the great of tho country are obliged to maintain tbcir oe- 
penwmts. TTm w tbe account giron by tbo ponon best 
acquainted with the usogoa of tho country, best acquainted 
with his own duties, best acquainted with his own wiibes. 

Now, my lords, you will see in what light snother person. 
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llie ngotii, of n (radiug Compai'.y, who designates himself 
under the name of Majesty, and assumes other great distinc- 
tions, presumes also to consider tliesc persons ; and in what 
contempt he is pleased to hold what is respected and what 
is held sacred in that countty^ AVliat I am now going to 
quote is from the prisoner’s second defence. For;! must 
remind your lordships, that Mr. Hastings has made three de- 
fences ; one in the House of Commons, another in the lobby 
of the House of Commons, and a third at your lordships’ bar. 
The second defence, though delivered without name, to the 
members in the lobby of the House of Commons, has been 
proved at your lordships’ bar to be written by himself. 
This lobby, this out-of-door, defence militates in some re- 
spects, ns your lordships will find, with the in-door defence ; 
but it probably contains the real sentiments of iMr. Hastings 
himself, delivered with a little more freeuess when he gets 
into the open air, like the man who was so vain of some silly 
plot he had hatched, that ho told it to the hackney coachman, 
and every man he met in the streets. 

He says, “ Begums are the ladies of an Eastern prince, but 
these women are also styled the Indies of the late Vizier, and 
their suiTeriugs are painted in such strong colours, that the 
unsuspecting reader is led to mix the subjects together, and 
to suppose that these latter too were princesses of Oude; 
that all their sulFerings proceeded from some act of mine, or 
had the sanction of my authority' or permission. The fact 
is, that the persons of the Khourd jMahl (or little seragli^ 
were young creatures, picked up Avherever youth and bealfly 
could be foimd, and mostly purchased from amongst tjj^^ost 
necessitous and meanest ranks of the people, for thifNabob’s 
pleasures.” In the in-door, defence, he says^yATho said 
women, who were mostly persons of low condition, and the 
said children, if any such there were, hydd^in the Khourd 
Mahl, on an establishment entirely ^f^inct from the said 
Begums.” " 

My lords, you have seen what was the opinion of the 
Habob, who ought to know the nature and circumstances of 
his father s palace, respecting these women j you hear wliat 
Mr. Hastings’s opinion is ; and now the question is, whether 
your lordships will consider these women in the same hght 
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Aioph ul Dowlab, irha ihall remii the revenue* there o f to 
tbo Boirce Bojiun , no one fchafl prorent her enjoying her 
jaghirea." 

Now, my lords, wo wHl read the copy of an engagement 
under tbo teal of the Nabob Azoph nl Dowlah, and under 
the seal and signature in EngU«h of Hr Middleton, aa fob 
lows I 

“ iirat, I, who am the Nabob Aaoph nl Dowlah Baha,dre, 
do agree, that the jaghire* end the gingea and monthlT ab 
lowanoe of the offioer* and aerrant*, and of the Udios of the 
zenana, and of those epemded m the acconnta annexed, ahaH 
be at tne disposal and under tbe management and antlmntT 
of the B^pun, and no one aball oppose or prevent it ; this 1 
will puno^oally obaerre. In tUa agreement Hr Middleton 
and the English are engng^" 

** Second, whenever the Begum may choose to go to llecca 
I will not oppose it," 

** Third, whenerer the Begum iboold go to Mecca, she 
shall leave her lands, jaghircw, Ae^ either m the care of my 
mother or of me | and 1 will procure HUa for tbe amount o{ 
their reTennca, and send them to her t no one shall oppose 
this," 

" Fourth, the Begum shall have anthon^ orer aU the 
ladles of her xenana, ahe shall let them remain with me, and 
not let them go anywhere without my pemusaion, or keep 
them with her^' 

“Fifth, the jaghirci Ooda Gunge and Ally Gonro, Ac, 
with the mfiKal and lyor belonging to the Begum and made 
over, shall remain as herotofore m her possession. Total, 
14 rupees per month." 

“ Eghtru the Begum baa autbon^ over the ladies and at- 
tendants of the zenana , neither myielf nor any one else will 
oppose it," 

“Ninth, the Begum (mr grandmother^ shall have the au- 
thority m all festiTola, and in the mamago of the chOdren 
of tbe late Nabob 3i^ah nl Dowlah, and irtth the consent of 
my mother and myaelt shall regulate them j excepting in 
iiio frstirai* (abadiso), tbti aothori^ £a mine." 

“ The EoRmh are gtiariatecs to the above engigcmenta, so 
ping as the Begum shall ndab" 
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Your lortlships AviU observe somotbinp bore worthy of your 
notice. You will first perceive, that the vt'ry treaty in which 
Wr. Hastings, by his representative, hfr. l^Iidilleton, was a 
party concerned, supposes that the Kabob Sujah ul Dowlah had 
other children besides the reigning prince by his sole legiti 
mate wife ■, and yet ^Tr. Hnstiups in his defence has thought 
proper, with a hill knowledge of that circuinstanco, to douht 
whether tliere were any other children. You next see, that 
these women have Mr, IMiddleton’s (that is, jNTr. Hastings’s) 
guarantee for the allowances which are made and settled njion 
them, and for the maintenance of their attendants, for the 
security and enjoyment of their own possessions, for their 
having a law olllcer of high rank, a nioula\TC of their own. 
In short, there is a regular estuhlishincnt formed for nil 
these women ; they are not separated ns a part distinct from 
the Begums •, but they are put, by this very guarantee, entirely 
under their management ; the maintenance of the children is 
secured, the whole order and economy of their establishment 
is delivered entirely to the Begum the grandmother and the 
• Begum the mother of tlie Nabob. 

My lords, you see that all these arrangements have the 
solemn guarantee of the Company, and that these women 
form a very considerable part of that guarantee ; and therefore 
your lordships will not treat their suflerings, inflicted in vio- 
lation of the Company’s own settlement and guarantee, ns a 
matter of no consideration for you. But to proceed — 

We have proved to your lordships that the Nabob was re- 
duced to a state of the greatest possible misery and distress ; 
that bis whole revenue was sequestered into the hands of 
Mr. Hastings’s agents ; and that by the treaty of Chunar ho 
was to be relieved from the expense of a body of troops, with 
which he had been burdened without bis own voluntary con- 
sent ; nay more, the temporary brigade which IMr, Hastings 
proposed to take off, hut kept on ; which he considers not only 
as a great distress to his finances, but a dreadful scourge and 
calamity to bis country ; there was a whole pension list upon 
it, with such enormous pensions as £18,000 a year to Sir 
Eyre Coote, and other pensions that Mr. Hastings proposed 
to take off, but did not. That in proportion as the Nabob’s 
distress increased, Mr. Hastings’s demands increased too ; ho 
was not satisfied with taking from him for the Company, hut 
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be took Crom blm for bimtelf; be demanded £600,000 m • 
lo^ when he kndw he had nerther mon^ nor credit 

Toe eoQMqnenee of theee acU of -nolence wu, that thcM 
people, beme^ by the Bnglnh troope, and dopEhed of erwy 
pcaoQToe, eren of the fixode of ohan^, by whi® the protect- 
on of the ftjmlv, male and female, mi^t hare rebered than, 
bat which the croel rapaoW of Mr Skatmgi hod either en- 
tirelr token away or gpwfiy dnninfihed, were reduced to 
the Uft extremity of dutreaa. 

After the length of tone wbch hai elapaed iince we drtt 
brooght theae mattert, with thor prooia, I ihoU beg leave, 
before- you go to judgment, to refreah your memory with a 
recital <n a ^rt of chat erufence, in order that nor lordahipa 
may again thily and dletmctly comprebecd t£e nature and 
extent of the oppretnon, mielty, and irgaabee oommitted by 
Ur Hoafangg, and hj vfhjch yon may eetimote the ponid^ 
ment yon will Iniict upon hlun 

Latierfnm Ooptm» LoanenS Jwutt fo J?tcicr(f Joioioa, 
Eand*al <U tJu Vtster^t Chart/ Aforel 6M, 1782. 

•Sir, — The women bdonginx to the Kbourd Uahl com- 
plain of their being in want oi errny nrceeaai^ of life, and 
aw at laot drove to that deaperatian, that they at night pX 
on the top of the tenana. make a greet datnrlMce, and U«t 
night not only abnoad tbe tenting potted m the ganlent, 
bat threw dirt at th^m { they threatened to throw tbetooelrea 
from the walla of the tenana, and aloo to break out of it. 
Hamam^ obhget me to acQualnt you of thia matter, and to 
reqneit to know if you have any direction to give me concern- 
ioc it. I aloo bu leave to aequaint yon, I oent for liitalBt 
An Khln, the c^ah who Eiaa the^ dmrge of them, who fn- 
formed me their eomplaint ja w^ grounded, that tber have 
told eveiyUiing they nad, even to the olothet from their back*, 
anil now bare no means of exutuiff t endosed, I tnmimit 
you a letter from MonatoU on the mibject.” 

Letter from Cbpfafa Jequre to Jolaooa, Esq / 

Afore* 7M, 1782. 

*' Blr, — becleave to addreta you again eoncmiUic the 
women In tbe Hionrd iUhlt their bebanoor last night w*» 
to ftmoao, tlut tb^ oeemed the greatest probahnity of their 
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proceeding to the utmost extremities, and that they wmdd 
either throw themselves from the walls, or force the doors ot 
the zenana. I have made every inquiry concerning the 
cause of their complaintB, and find from Jjatamt All JiJiun 
that they are in a starving condition, having sold all theif 
clothes and necessaries, and now have not wherewithal to 
Bupport nature •, aud as my instructions are quite silent upon 
thw head, should he glad to know how to proceed in case they 
were to force the doors of the zenana ; as I suspect it will 
happen, should no subsistence be very quickly sent to them.” 

Letter from ILajor Gilpin to John Sristow, L!sq., Jtesident 
at the Oowrt of Luchnow ; ZOtJi October , 1782. 

“Last night, about eight o’clock, the women in the 
Khourd Maid zenana, under the charge of Lataffit Ali Khan, 
assembled on the tops of the buildings, crying in a most la- 
mentable manner for food ; that for the last four days they 
had got hut a very scanty allowance, aud that yesterday they 
had got none. The melancholy cries of famine are more 
easily imagined than described ; and from their representa- 
tions, I fear that the Nabob’s agents for that business are very 
inattentive. I therefore think it requisite to make you ac- 
quainted with the circumstance, that hia excellency the Na- 
bob may cause his agents to be more circumspect iu their 
conduct to these poor, unhappy women.” 

Letter fiom Mr. Bristow to Major Gilpin } Fpzabad, 

4ith November, 1782. 

“Sir, — have received your letters of the l^th, 19th, 
27th, and 30th ultimo. I communicated the contents of that 
of the 80th to the minister, who promised me to issue orders 
for the payment of a sum of money to relieve the distress of 
the Khourd Mahl. I shall also forward a bill for 10,000 ru- 
pees to you in the course of three or four days ; and if in 
the mean time you may find means to supply to the amount 
01 that sum, 1 will become personally responsible to you for 
the repayment.” , 

Le^from Major Otlpin to John Bristow, Bsq., at the 

^ Gourt of Lucknow ; Fyzalad, mh November, 1782. 

“Sir,— The repeated cries of the women in the Khourd 
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Mahl Eenana for ■ab«i*tenoe have been tmlr melincliolj 
Tbef mo#t piteoculj- for liberty, that they may eoni 
their daily bread oy labonoua aemtude, or be rcbered from 
their miaoT by immediate death. In coTi*e<^roco of tbelr 
tmhappy ntuation, I hare IhU day taken the Ubar^ of drair* 
ing on yon m fiiTour of Eamnarain at ten days’ nght for 
tueuty son Kerah ropeea, ten thonaand of irhich I hare paid 
to Ckna_ IjataiHt Ah KhJ>n^ under Trboea charge aena* 
na 

Tbeie, my lords, are the state of the datrewe* in the 
year 1782 , and your lordahips will see that they conbiued 
almost, mth only occasional reljo&. during the period of that 
irhole year Now we enter mto the year 1783, to shenr you 
that it contmned donng the whole time , and then I lo^ 
make a rery few remarks open it 

1 will now reed to your lordsldps a part of Mr Holt’s aT> 
dence, by which it is prerod that Mr Hastings wns duly 
adrerbted of ail these miaenble and caUmitoos curum- 
stances t — Q 'Wbether yon saw a letter of intelJjgcoeo from 
Fyxahad, containing a relation of the treatment of the 
women in the Khoord hlablP— ^ Tes, 1 did, andtronalated 
it. <3. From whom did it eofljoP — A. HoohuDoJ Q. iVT>o 
was he P— ^ An agent of the resident at Fyxabad, eitiploycd 
for the purpose of trananutting mformahon to the resident. 
Q. Was paper transmitted to Mr Hastings P— ^ To the 

best of my recoUeebou rt was transmitted to the board, after 
I h^ attested ik <3- Ho you remember at what distal of 
ttma after the receipt of tne inteUlgenw reipecbng the dit- 
treises of the Xbourd Mahl, that paper wna transmitted to 
Calcutta P — A. I cannot say Q- you beliere it was 
transmitted within tan months after toe bme it was re- 
emredP — A I nnderitood it to bealetterreceiTodjust before 
it was transmitted. O Then you understand it was trans- 
milted as toon as receired P — A Tea, m the course of three 

dayi. Q Can you bnngtoyour mmd the time at which the 

tranilabon was made P— .<1. % th? best of my recollection It 
was m January, 1781 Q Whether the dutrrsscs that had 
been complained of had ceased for aboro a twclreiBonlh bo- 
fore the d i s tr e ss es of the Khonnl Mahl t^A I aoderitood 
tb^ ww? new distresses C* FJien yon state that that 
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account, transmitted in 1781, ■was, ns you xanaerstnnd, nn 
account of new distresses ?— yl. Yes.” 

I shall now refer your lordships to page 899 of your printed 
minutes : — [The managers for the Commons uc(pmintcd tho 
House that they would next read the paper of intelligence 
which had been authenticated by Mr. llolt, in his evidence 
at the bar, relative to the miserable situation of these women, 

which they meant to bring homo to lilr. Hastings A n 

extract of a consultation of the I7tb February, 1781. — ^At a 
council; present, the Honourable Warren Hastings, Esq., 
Governor-Gleneral, President; Edward Whelcr and dohu 
Stables, Esqrs., Mr. Maepherson absent from the presidency 
for the benefit of his health: Tho following letter and its 
enclosures were received from Mr. Bristow on the 8th instant, 
and circulated, — “ Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, — I have 
the honour to forward for your further information tlie 
enclosure Ho. 3 ; it contains a relation of the hardsbi]>s 
endured by the ladies of the late Yizier Zenana.” — Signed, 
John Bristow. 


Translaiion of a Fajior ofinielUgcnccfrom JPi/zalad. 

“ The ladies, their attendants, and servants were still ns 
clamoroTis as last night; Latafiit, the darogn, went to them, 
and remonstrated with them on the impropriety of their cou- 
duct, at the same time assuring them that in a few days all 
their allowances would be paid, and should that not be the 
case, he would advance them ten days’ subsistence upon con- 
dition that they returned to their habitations ; none of them 
however consented to his proposal, but were still intent upon 
making their escape through the bazaar, and in consequence 
formed themselves in the following order: — Tlie children in 
the front, behind them the ladies of the seraglio, and behind 
them again their attendants ; but their intentions were frus- 
trated by the opposition which tl^ey met with from Lataffit’s 
sepoys. The next day Latafiit went twice to the women, 
and used his endeavours to make them return into the zenana, 
promising to advance them 10,000 rupees, which, upon the 
money being paid down, they agreed to comply ■with ; but 
night coming on, nothing transpired. 

“On the day following, their clamours were more ■violent 
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than Ulual j Lataffit -went to conli-r iPith thfan on the tun* 
nets of Toaterday, offering the game termi; dependmg npon 
the fidelity nf hi pronii»e8,thoy consented to retnm to tbrir 
apartmoni, "which they accordnigly did, except two or three 
of the ladiee, and most of thmr attendant! , -rent 

then to Hoehmnnd AU to eonanlt with htm about 

"what mean! they should tai^ , they came to a posolutkai of 
driTing them m by force, and gare orders to their sepoy! to 
beat any one of ^ women who should attempt to more 
forward. The aepoys aceardingiy auemhled, and each one 
hemp prtmded with a hlodgeon, {hey drore them, by dint of 
beating, into the aenana. women, aeeing the treachery 
of Lat^t^ proceeded to throw atones and at the sepuja, 

and again attempted to get out, bnt finding that impossible 
from the gates being shot, they kept up a continoal diebarge 
tm about twelre o’aock, whm finding their ntnatum dcspe« 
rati^ they returned into the Boi^ Mahl, sad forced their way 
firom thence mto the palaoe, ana dsperaed tbemselras about 
the haute and gardens. After thn they were defirout of 
getting mto the Uegum’s apartments, bni she, being apprued 
of their intentiona, ordered the doors to be ibuh In Ui mean 
time and Hoshmund AJi Khin posted Justices to !e> 

cure the gates of the leaser AlahL Ihmng the whole of this 
conflict, the ludlf and women remained exposod to the new 
of the sepoya. 

** Tho Begum then sent for lAtafBt snd Hoahmund Ah 
Khin, whom she sererely reprimanded, and insiited upon 
knowing tha caneo ofthb {nfarooui behai^ur They pleaded 
in their defence the impostibfli^ of helping it, as the treat- 
ment the women bud met with had only heon confomiablo to 
his eicelleacy the Vuder’s orders. Tho Begum alleged that 
eren admitting that the Nabob had giten these orders, they 
were by no means authonied in thb manner to dlsjpwee the 
family of Si^h Dowlah i snd should th^ not rcccire tbcir 
aliowanees tar a day or two, it could be of no great moment | 
what had passed waa now at an end ; hut that tho Vlticr 
•hould certainly be acq^oointcd with the wholo of the afCur 
and that whaterer he directed sho gboul3 imphcitlr comply 
witK The B^fura then sent for two of the chilarcn who 
Wert wounded in the sfijray of last night, and oAer CDdfaTO«r» 
ing to soothe them, tho again aent to IntalEt and 11 whmuni 
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A-li Klifm, nnd iit tlio presoiico of Ihc children ngain cxprcpsed 
her disapprobation of their conduct, nnd the improbability of 
Azoph ul.Dowlnh’s Biiflcring the Indies nnd children ofSujnh 
Dowlnh to be disgraced by being exposed to the view of the 
sepoys; u])on which Lntnillt produced tho letter from the 
Knbob, representing that he was nniennblo only to the order 
of his oxcellencv, nnd that whatever he ordered it wns his dntv 
to obey ; and thnt had the Indies thought proper to have re- 
tired quietly to their apartments, he would not have tiscd tho 
menus ho had taken to compel tliem. The Begum ngain 
observed, that what had passed wns now over. She then 
gave the children 100 rupees and dismissed them, nnd sent 
word by Sunrud nnd the other eunuchs, thnt if the ladies 
would peaceably retire to their apartments, Lataflit would 
supply them with 3000 or 1000 rupees for llicir present ex- 
penses, and recommended them not to incur any uirthcr dis- 
grace ; and that if they did not think proper to act agreeably 
to her directions, the}' would do wrong. Tlie Indies fol- 
lowed her advice, and about ten at night went back to the 
zenana. The next morning the Begum waited upon tho 
mother of Sujnh Dowlah, nnd related to her nil the circum- 
stances of the disturbance. Tlic mother of Sujnh Dowlah 
returned for answer, thnt after there being no nccounts kept 
by crores of revenue, she was not surprised thnt the family 
of Sujah Dowlnh, in their endeavours to procure subsistence, 
should be obliged to expose themselves to tho mennest of 
tho people. ATtcr bewailing their misfortunes nnd shedding 
many tears, tho Begum took her leave nnd returned home.” 

As a proof of the extremity of the distress which reigned 
in the Khourd Mabl, your lordships have been told that these 
women must have perished through famine, if their gaolers, 
Captain Jaques and Major Gilpin, had not raised money upon 
their own credit, and supplied them with an occasional relief. 
And therefore when they talk of his peculation, of his taking 
but a bribe here and a bribe there, see the consequences of 
his system of peculation, see the consequence of a usurpation 
which extinguishes tho natural authority of the country, see 
the consequences of a clandestine correspondence that doe.3 
not let the injuries of the country come regularly before the 
authorities in Oude, to relieve it j consider the whole macs 
roi^ vm. T 


XI 
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of eiimeft, uid tben oaniidAr tho ■uflenngi that hare arlMi 
IQ ooQBequenee of tt. 

My lorda, it wmt not oorponl pom alone that these miser* 
able iromai suffered. The imaatlsfled craTings of hanger 
and the hlcnra of the aepoyi* bhidgeons cordd touch oii^ u>e 
phynoal part of thmr nature. But, my lords, men are 
of taro parta, the phymeal part and the monL Iho former 
he has m eommon with the brute cresitaon. like, them, our 
ooTporal pains are Toty limited and temporary But the 
sunenn^i which touch our moral nature hare a wider range, 
and are mhmtely more acute, drmn^ the sufferer sometmM 
to the extremities of despaar and dutractum. Man, in his 
moral nature, beoomes,m ms prcvrees throng life, a ereetore 
of prtnudice -a croftture of opmons— a cr e atui e of habits, 
and of aentunents cTOwinu out of them. These foT-n our 


eeoond nature, as mWntanta of the country and members of 
the society m which Prondemce has plaeea ui. Thu senfi* 
Mhty of our moral nature ts &r more acute m that sex whch 
1 may say, without any compbrnent, forms the hetter and 
more Tirtoous port of ™nVindi and whidi is at the same 
time the least proteeted from the miults snd outrages to which 
this sensibility exposes them. Ihu is s new sourte of feel* 
ings ti^ often maVe corpor a l distrees doubly felt | and it has 
a whole claas of distresses of ita own. TbeM are the thmgi 
that hsTO gone to the heart of the Oommons. 

We hare stated first, the snfferings of tiie Begum, and 
secondly, the sufferings of the two thousand women, I b^tere 
they are not fewer In number, thst belong to tbem, and are 
dependent upon them, and dependent upon them well*benig 
We hare atated to yon that the court of directors were 
shocked and astonished when they rece i red the account of 
the first, beCrre th^ had besml the secooxL We hare proved 
they desired bun to redress the f or m e r , if upon inquiry he 
found that his original suipieioca concerning their conduct 
vere HI founded. He has declared here that M did not con* 


aider these aa orders. Whether tb*y were orders or not, 
could anything hare been more pressing upon sU the dotie* 
and all tM senthneuta of men, toan at hmst to do what wss 
luat. that is, to make such sn inquiry 0 in the result might 
juatifjr his sets, or hare entitled them to redress F Not ons 
trace of uiquhy or ledres s do wo find, except we supposr, as 
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re hoar nothing after this of the famine, that Mr. Bristow, 
who seems to he a man of lunnnnity, did so cficctunlly inter- 

f io3e,thot they should no longer depend for the safetj'^ of their 
lonour on the bludgeons of the sepoys, by which alone it 
seems thev were defended from the profane view of the 
\'ul^ar, ancl which we must state as a matter of great aggra- 
vation in this case. 

Tlio counsel on the other side say that all this intelligence 
comes in an anonymous paper wthout date, transmitted from 
a newspaper writer at Fyzabad. This is the contempt with 
whicli thev treat this serious j^ier sent to !Mr. Hastings him- 
self by ofheial authority ; by Hoolns Eoi, who was the news- 
writer at Fyzabad ; the person appointed to convey autlicntic 
intelligence concerning tlio state of it to the resident at Luck- 
now. The resident received it as such ; he transmitted it to 
Mr. Hastings, and it was not till this hour, till the counsel 
were instructed (Ged forgive them for obeying such instruc- 
tions) to treat these things with ridicule, that we have heard 
this Hoolas Eoi called a common news-writer of mionymous 
information, and the like. H the information had come in 
any way the least authentic, instead of coming in a manner 
the most authentic in which it was possible to come to !Mr. 
Hastings — he was bound by e\*ery feeling of humanity, every 
principle of regard to his own honour and his employers’, to 
see whether it was true or false ; if false to refute it ; if true 
to afford redress : he has done neither. Therefore wo charge 
him wth being the cause ; wo charge upon liim the conse- 
quences, with aU the aggravations attending them ; and we 
call both upon justice and humanity for redress, as far as it 
can be afforded to these people, and for the severest punish- 
ments which your lordships can inflict upon the author of 
these e\Til8. If instead of the mass of crimes that we have 
brought before you, this singly had been charged upon the 
prisoner, I will say that it is a greater crime than any man 
has ever been impeached for before the House of Lords, from 
the first records of parliament to this hour. 

I need not remind your lordships of one particular circmn- 
stance in this cruel outrage. Ho excuse or pretence what- 
ever is brought forward in its justification, with respect to 
the Begums, they have been charged ^vith rebellion ; but who 
has accused the miserable inhabitants of the Khourd Mahl 
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of rebellion or rebeHioc* decgna f "WTiat he*r*ey tj there 
eren aguntt them of it P— No , eren the persona permitted 
br Mr HartingB to rob and dertroj the eoontry, and who are 
Bated bj him to hare been ao emploj'ed, not firw of 
legion of locQiti whiA he had aent into the country to eat 
up and deronr the breed of ita inhabitanta, and who I»i 
been the came both of the itaelf and of tK^ mabOitr 

of the Beguna to atmggle with it , none of theee people, I 
aay, rentored eren a heariCT abont theae women- 

Were the aufferera few r There were eight hundred of 
them, beaidea children- ^ere they penona of any rank and 
oonaequence F We are told tMt they were peraona of ctm* 
Biderable rank and diatmctioo, coimeeied with and liring 
under the protection of women of the drat rank in Aau- 
Wero they peraana not deaernng pity P We know that they 
were innocent women and chOdiren, not acenaed, and miiut> 
pected of any crime. He haa taken mto his head to speak 
oontemptQOoily of thead wtrmen of the Slhourd Hahl hut 
your lordahipa wiH eonuder both deacnptjoDj generally with 
aome retpeef , and where they are not (»}eeia of the IJcbeat 
reapeet, they will be objects ca yonr corapaatKiD- Tour Mrd« 
ihipa by your aronging jaabee will roaeue the name of the 
Bntiah goremment the fbuleat diagrace which this man 
haa brooght upon it 

An account of these fannaaetiopa, aa we hare prored by 
Mr Holt’i endence, wai reeulariy transmitted and mado 
xnown to him Bat wbr do 1 aay made known to him P— 
Bo not your lordahipa know th^ Oode was hm, that be 
treated it like hta prrrate estate, that he managed it in all iU 
concema aa if it were hit pniete demesne j t w the Nabob 
dar^ not do a single act without him } that he had a resident 
there nominated by himaelC and forerf upon the Nabob, in 
defiance of the Company*! order P Tct, potwitha t a ndiog all 
thia, wo do not find a trace of anTthing done to mhere the 
aggnraied dlstreaaoi of these uniortonate people 

lliese are tome of the conaequencea ot that abominahle 
syitem which, m defiance of the lawa of hia country, Mr 
Haatingt eamilBhed in Oa^t ho knew ererything there t 
be bed spies apoo bit regvlar agenU, and sni« again upoo 
Wo can pTOTO (Indeed m haa hlm*^ prored), that 
bemdoa hia correspondeDco with hia arowed agents, iisyw 
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Palmer and Major Davy, lie liad secret correspondence ■witt a 
whole host of agents and pensioners, who did and must have 
informed him of every circumstance of these affairs. But if 
he had never been informed of it at all, the Commons con- 
tend, and very well and justly contend, that he who usurps 
the government of a country, who extinguishes the authority 
of its native sovereign, and places in it instruments of his 
own, and that in defiance of those whose orders ho was hound 
to obey, is responsible for everything that was done in the 
country. We do charge him with these acts of delinquencies 
and omissions, we dedare him respdhsible for them ; and we 
call for your lordships’ judgment upon these outrages against 
humanity, as cruel perhaps as ever were suffered in any 
country. 

My lords, if there is a spark of manhood, if there is in 
your breasts the least feeling of our common humanity, and 
espedally for the sufferings and distresses of that part of 
human nature which is made by its peculiar constitution more 
quick and sensible, — i^ I say, there is a trace of this in your 
“ breasts, if you are yet alive to such feelings, it is impossible 
that you should not join with the Commons of Great Britain 
in feeling the utmost degree of indignation against the man 
who was the guilty cause of this accumulated distress. You 
-aee women, whom we have proved to be of respectable rank 
and condition, exposed to what is held to be the last of in- 
dignities in that country, the view of a base, insulting, ridi- 
ciuing, or perhaps vainly pitying populace. You have before 
you the first women in Asia, who consider their honour as 
joined with that of these people, weeping and bewailing the 
calamities of their house. You have seen, that in this mi- 
sery and distress the sons of the Nabob were involved, and 
that two of them were wounded in an attempt to escape ; 
and yet this man has had the impudence to declare his 
doubts of the Nabob’s having had any children in the place ; 
though the account of what was going on had been regularly 
transmitted to him. After this, what is there in his conducii 
tliat we can wonder at ? 

My lords, the maintenance of these women had been 
guaranteed by the Company, but it was doubly guaranteed 
under the great seal of humanity. The conscience of every 
man, and more especially of the great and powerful, is the 
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of that ™t teal, and kncnn what ii doa to Hi 
aathorify. Jbr the nolatian of both the*e coaranttaa, wflh- 
out eron the rum and fatoloui pretence of a rebellkin, and 
for alliti ctmaequencea, Mr Haatai« m anawerebJe , aadhe 
wiE not escape tout jntbee by uose mlterable oiciiace 
which he haa prodnoed to the conrt of director*, and which 
he haa produced here in his juitification. My lord*, that 
Juatldcation we lesre with your lordalnpe. 

"We now proceed to another pert of our charge, which Mr 
Haatmgi haa not ttiought proper to dody, but troon which we 
•hall losro to make* a few o law r ati eta. Xoa wOlfiiwt 
hear read to you, firom the 17th article of our charge, the 
•ubjoct-matter to which we now wiah to call tout atten* 
tion. 

*T^at m or about the month of March, 1788jtlireeof the 
■aid brotbera of the Kaboh, namely, Myna H;^er ABr, 
Myna Izna^ ul AHy, and Myna Syof ADy, did r e preae n t co 
the nid Brifftow tl^ th^ were in dwtresa for dn bread cad 
•lothea , and, in eonae^ence of ruefa repreeentati^ were re> 
liered bj the mterrentian of the taid Briftow ; but voon 
alter the deputatian of the t^d *WaiTen Bastingt to Oude, 
m the year 1784, that ii to tar, >oiDe time in or about the 
month of September, m the itud year 1784, the said hfyna 
Hydcp ABt, one of tie three pnncff aforoaald, did flr to the 
pTorince ot Bcnam, and did remam there in pent dutresi , 
and that although the aaH 'Warren Haating* aid write to the 
aaid Nabob an account of the aforetaid circumtancei, in 
certain bxwe, bght, and (hireapectful eapieukmi concerning 
fbe aaid Myrza Hyder Ally, oe did not, aj he vat {a daty 
bound to do, in anywise ermt that influcnee which he actu* 
ally and nutoriottsly pooetaed orer the mind of the old 
Nabob, for the reliw of the aaid pmee, the brother of the 
laid Nabob } but without obtaining any aatisraetoTy and ape* 
afle murancesj either from the tala Nabob or the said 
miniater, the aaid Warren Haatmga did content himaelf with 
adnaiiig the aaid pnnee to return to hia hrotter, 

NaboV’ 

The antwer of htr TIaatioga to that part of the arren- 
teentharti^itate*:— '"And the aaid Warren HaaUoga MyB» 
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that in or about the month of July, in the year 1783, a paper 
■was received, enclosed in a letter to the G-ovemor- General 
and council from Mr. Bristow, purporting to be a 'translation 
of a letter from three brothers of the said Vizier, in which 
they did represent themselves to be in distress for dry bread 
and clothes ; but whether such distress actually existed, and 
was relieved by the said Bristow, the said Warren Hastings 
cannot set forth.” 

“And the said Warren Hastings further says, that some 
time in the month of September, 1784j, the said Warren 
Hastings, being then at Benares, did receive information that 
Myrza Hyder Ally was arrived there, and the said Warren 
Hastings, not kno'wing before that time that there was any 
such person, did write to the Nabob Vizier, to the pimport 
or effect following ; — ‘ A few days ago I learned that a person 
called Myrza Hyder AUy was arrived at Benares, and called 
himself a son of the deceased Nabob Sujah ul Dowlah, and I- 
was also 'told that he came from Fyzabad ; as I did not know 
whether he left Fyzabad Avith or without your consent, I 
therefore did not pay him much attention, and I now trouble 
you 'to give me every information on the subject, how he 
came here, and what your intentions are about him ; he re- 
mains here in great ^stress, and I therefore -wish to know 
your sentiments.’ ” 

“ And the said Warren Hastings further says, that ha'ring 
received an answer from the said Vizier, he did, on or about 
the 13th of October, 1784, enclose the same in a letter to the 
said Myrza, of which letter the following is a copy: — ‘An 
answer is arrived to what I -wrote on your account "fco the 
Nabob Vizier, which I enclose to you ; having read it, you 
■will send it back. I conceive you had better go to the Nabob 
Vizier’s presence, who -will certainly afford you protection 
and assistance. I will write what is proper to carry you to 
the Nabob, and it will in every respect be for your good ; 
whatever may be your intention on this head, you will write 
tp me.’ ” 

“And the said Warren Hastings submits that it was- no 
part of his duty as Governor-General to interfere -with the 
said Vizier on behalf of the said Myrza, or to obtain from 
the said Vizier any specific assurances on the subject.” 
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CuotmuatKin of tta aeTWiteentli article of the clarge:— 
* That in order to arold famine at home, another of the Ns- 
bob’i brother*, by name JiTyna Jungii, waa under the neee*- 
ai^ of flying fiom hm nattro ccrantiy, and did eeek proteetioc 
frum a certain Mahomedan lord, callM Myrta ShnffU TThtp^ 
then prime mmiater of the M^nl, from wboin he did go to 
the e&mp of the Mahratta ohmi Uhadajee Sdndia, where ha 
did aolicit and obtain a mflitai y command, to^rther with a 
grant of land* or jaghiro, for the anhtifteoce « hia 

lamily, and followera , bat, wuhmg again to be xoceired nnder 
the protection of the Bntiah goremmont, the rtfd Myra* 
JuD^ in 1783, did »ppiy to the laid resident Bmitow, 
throngh Band Anderaon, Beq-j then on an ombatay in the 
camp of the said Scmdia ( and, in consequence of vnch ap* 
nbcatiQo, the said Bnitow, lensnile of ue disgrace whieh 
ihe exile of the said Myna Jaogh reflected both on the said 
Kabob of Oude and the Bnttab nation, did nerotiate with the 
Nabob and hti ministera for the ntnni of the mid Myrxa 
JuogU, and for the scttleoient and regular perroest of some 
proper allowance for the maiotenanee of Im laid Myraa 
{ hut the allowance required was ultimately rnfuaed { 
and, although the whole of tM tranaaetkms aforewd were 
dolr re p resented to the laid Warren llastinci by tho uld 
Anderson and by the said Bnstow, and althoo^ he had 
himself receiTcd, so early as the 23rd of August, 1782, a 
letter from the Tiner, ^eroualy complaming of the crud 
and extortions demands made upon him by the laid Warren 
Haatinffa, — m which letter he did erprc«ly mention the 
flig ht*? his brother, and the dittresse* of tho women of his 
late father, who be said were *11 his xoothcra, *nd that his 
aaid brothers, from the resumption of th«r jsfltires, were 
reduced to great aflhction end distrc**,— ^nd he md altnlmte 
tho i^d flight of some of bis brethren, *nd tho destrwes of 
the rmt, and of the women who stood m * speeiei of matcnul 
rdation to him, as owing to the aforeiaid oppress! te demands { 
yct'the laid Warren ITasHngs did {reiclty, inbamaiily, and 
comiptly dedine to make any order for tho better proniion 
of any of the laid eminent tamfly, or for tho return of tho 
said prince, who had fled from hu brolber's court to atoid 
the danger of pcnshing by fismtoe,” 
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Answer of Mr. Hastings to that part of the charge : — 
And the said Warren Hastings further says, that he was in- 
formed that IMyrza Jvingli, in the said article also mentioned, 
did leave his native coxmtiy in distress, and did go to Myrza 
Shufiu Khan, in tlie said article also mentioned; and the 
said AVarren Hastings likewise admits he was informed tliat 
the said Myrza Jungli did afterwards leave the said Myrza- 
Shutfu Khfln, and repair to the camp of Mhadnjee Scindia, 
with a view of ohtainmg some establishment for himself and 
followers.” 

“ And the said Warren Hastings further says, that in cer- 
tain letters, -WTitten by Da\nd Anderson, Esq. and John Bris- 
tow, Esq., it was represented that the said Myrza J ungli did 
apply to the said Bristow, through the said Anderson, then 
on an embassy in the camp of the said Scindia, and that in 
consequence thereof, the said Bristow did, amongst other 
things, apply to the Nabob Vizier for a certain allowance to 
be made to the said Myrza, and for the regular payment there- 
of, and that a certain allowance was accordingly settled by 
the said Vizier on the said Myrza; and the said Warren 
Hastings says, that information of the above transactions was 
transmitted to the board of council ; and that a letter from 
the said Vizier was received on the 23rd of August, 1782, con- 
taining certain representations of the distresses of himself 
and family ; and he admits that no order was made by 
him, the said W arren Hastings, for the provision of any of 
the said family, or for the return of the said Myrza ; but the 
said Warren Hastings denies that he was guilty of any cru- 
elty, inhumanity, or corruption, or of any misconduct what- 
soever in the ma^rs aforesaid.” 

Continuation of the charge ; — “ That some time in or 
abmt the month of December, 1783, the Nabob Behadre, 
another of the brothers of the said Nabod) of Oude, did repre- 
seutto the said Bristow, that he, the said Nabob Behadre, had 
not received a farthing of his allowance for the current year, 
and was without food; and being wounded by an assassin, 
who had also murdered his aunt in the very capital of Oude, 
the said Nabob Behadre had not a daum to pay the surgeon, 
who attended him for the love of God alone ; that at or 
about the period of the above representation, the said Bristow 
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WM jecalltd, md tlj® said "W^atren Sutmn proceeded up ta 
XjUfi^now, but did not manm into tbe laid reproentxtioiu 
tmttmitted by the md BnstoTT to Oakutta, nor did ordej 
reliet” 

Mr HBitmgi’i anairer to tbo part of the charge laat md 1 
— “ And tba 'Warron fiirthOT wi, that on the 

29th Janoajy, 1784, after tb© r«al3 of the aaid Brutew, bt 
the Bud Bnitow, did titm«mt to the Gorenior-Gerteral and 
eoundl two letten, cme dated the 28th of Deeomber, 17B3, 
the other the 7th January, 1784, purporting to bo written by 
the laid Nabob Behadre, addreeaed to Mm, the aaid Briitow, 
to the effect in the tiid aitiole itaied } a^ the laid Warren 
Haatmgi admiU, that whem at Lncknow he did not miiitute 
an zoqairy mto the ruppoeed transurtaon m the aaid BeTen* 
teenth article itated, or make any order coocennng the aid 
Behadre, and he diniea that It waa hia duty to to do." 
Here u the name of thm Nabob from a hat of ute yarhirdara, 
atated by Hr Porlina pege 485 pnnted mlnutea. Amount 
the sxmea of jaghemrt, the times when eranted, and the 
amoont of the jagbirea, there oeoun that of the Nabob Be- 
hadre, with a grant of a jaghlre of the amount of 20,000 
rupees. 

[The Zord Okaxodlor here remarked, that what had been 
juit read wai matter of the lerenteentb article of the charge 
and parta of the anawer to it | and that Ubon looking back to 
the lormer proceedingi, It fau eacaped hia attention if any 
matter contained in the B oreateeato irticle had been made 
matter of the charge. Th^ it therefore teemed to him that 
it could not be brought in upon a reply* haring been 
Tpftdw matter of the charge originally ] 

JJr Bvrt* My lork, I iurre to aay to thU, that I bs 
bore you bare beard tbeao facta made matter offchargo by th* 
IIoUBo of Commona, that I concerro they hare been admitted 
by the pnaoner; and that the Commona hare nothing to do 
rmh the proofi of anything in tbtnr charge which ia fiuir and 
m terms admitted. The proof* which they hare proJnml 
to your lordihipa were upon mattcra which were eoofe»ied j 
bnt here the facta are suoutted in the fulkat manner t we 
neither hare abandoned them, intended to abandon them, 
nor erer aball abandon them | we bare mado them, at % 
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cliarge, tipon record.' The answers to them have been re- 
corded, which answers are complete admissions of every fact 
in the charge. 

\^Lord GJiancellor. ' I do not make myself understood. 
The objection is not that there has not been evidence given 
upon the seventeenth article, but at the close of the case on 
the part of the managers for the Hoiise of Commons, no 
mention having been made of the matter contained in the 
seventeenth article ; that therefore, although it may all have 
been admitted by the answer to be true, yet in justice, if from 
that answer you OTOund the charge, it is necessary the de- 
fendant should be heard upon it.] 

Mr. Burke. If your lordships choose that the defendant 
shall be heard upon it, we have no kind of objection, nor ever 
had, or pri^osed an objection to the defendant being heard 
upon it. iour lordships know that the defendant’s counsel 
value themselves upon having abandoned their defence against 
certain parts of the charge ; your lordships know that they 
declared that they broke off thus in the middle of their de- 
fence, in order to expedite this business. 

[Lord Ohancellor. Beferring to the proceedings, I think 
it a matter perfectly clear, that in the course of ttie charge, 
after certain articles had been gone through, the managers 
for the Commons closed the case there, leaving therefore all 
the other articles, excepting those that had been discussed, as 
matters standing with the answers against them, but not in-- 
sisted upon in making out the charge. Of course, therefore, 
if the defendant had gone into any of those articles, the de- 
fendant must have been stopped upon them, because he woxild 
theH have been making a case in defence to that which had 
not been made a case in the prosecution ; the objection there- 
fore. is not at aU that no evidence has been examined. To 
be sure it would be an answer to that to say, you are now 
proceeding upon an admission; but even upon those facts 
that are admitted (if the facts are admitted that are insisted 
upon as matter in charge), that should come in the original 
state of the cause, and the defendant in common justice must 
be heard upon that, and then, and then only, come the ob- 
servations in reply.] 

Mir. Burke. We do not know, nor are informed, that any 
charge, information, or indictment that is before the court. 
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and npon reoord, and u not denied bj tbe defendant, doej 
not atand in foil force tgauut bim, "We cooceiTe it to bo io j 
Ke ooDceiTO it to bo agreeable to tbe analogy of all procced- 
ingf , and tbe reason, why we did not go in^ andjintat upon 
it wmi, that bamg a rery long cause before m, and hanng 
tbe full and compile aoinmioii upon tbia aobject, we 
did not proeeed fortber in it. The defendant defends him- 
aelf by aTemog that tt tea* net iu iuiy It waa not our 
busineta to prore that it was bis dn^ It was he that ad* 
nutted tbe fecta aanmed to be tbe fonndatioai of bu datyj 
tbe ncgatire be im bound to prore, end be nerer ofiered to 
prore tt 

AH that I can aay upon tbia point is, that bta deltn^ency 
m tbe matter m (jueatioa appeal^ to ni to be a dear <&tii>et 
case, to be a great odence, an offence charged upon tbe 
record, admjtteo upon tbe record, and nerer ly as sbondonedL 
As to nil defence urmg been al^doned, we refer your lord* 
abipa to tbe laat petition laid by him upon yorir ljd>le (that 
hbellooB petrttOD, wfalcb we apeak of as a Ubel upon tbe 
itoQse of Commons), and vbirb bss no rabdity but as it 
asserts a matter of feet feom tbe pehtioiirr Andtheroyoa 
will find that be baa declared (opUatlr, that for tbo aceom* 
Tuodation and ease of this buanifas. aou for its expedition, he 
did abandon bu dafenco at s certain period. 

(Lord A diarg© conaiating of a rariety of ar- 

ticlea zn their nature (hower n r coTinectea with each other in 
tbeiriubject, but in tbmr nature) djatiiictandipedEo,if only 
cortaiu ortides ore preaced in the charge, to those artidee 
only 4 defence be applied^ and all tbo other artielea that 
are not made matter of diarge en^aaUy, bare aerer, m tho 
course of any proceeding whaterer, been taken up 
la reply] 

Mr Burke 'With great res p ect to your lordibip’i judg- 
ment, we conceire that tbe ob,fectum taken from ocr not 
hanng, at a certain perrod, argued or obserred upon tbo 
pnsoner's answer to tM artkdes not Insisted upon is not coo* 
cluiiTo, inaamu^ as tbe record still lUnds, and os oor 
charge itdl stands. It was nerer ebandooed f and tbe de- 
feTuiant Tnfght hare made a justiflatfen to it if be fcsd 
thought fit; ho neror did tUnk fit so to do If yonr lord* 
ship think that we ought not to argue upon it here In our 
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reply, beenuso ■we did not argxio ujioii it before, — •<^•cll nnd 
good ; but we have argued, and do argue in our reply, luany 
things to ■wbicb bo never gave any answer at all. I sball 
beg leave, if your lordships please, to rcliro with my follow- 
managers for a moment, to consult whether wo shall press 
tljis point or not. "Wo sball not dclniu your lordships many 
minutes. 

The Managers xcifhdrcw : — in a few minufe^ the Managers 
returned again into the JTalL 

Mr. Bnrhe. ISTy Inrds, the managers have con.sultcd 
among themselves upon this business ; they first referred to 
your printed proceedings, in order to see the particular cir- 
cumstance on which the obsciwation of your lordship is 
founded ; — wo find it thus stated : — “ Then the managers for 
the Commons informed the Lords, tliat, saving to themselves 
their undoubted rights nnd privileges, the Commons wore 
content to rest their charge here.” — AVc rested our charge 
there, not because we meant to ciTaco any precedent matter 
of the charge which had been made by us, nnd of which the 
facts had been admitted by the defendant, but simply saving 
our rights and privileges ; that is, to resume (nnit to nmho 
new matter if we thought fit), the Commons were content 
to rest tlic charge there. 

I have further to remark to your lordships, that the counsel 
for the defendant have opened a vast .variety of matter that 
is not upon record, cither on our part or on theirs, in order to 
illustrate and to support their cause ; nnd they have spoken 
day after day upon the principles on which their defence was 
made ; my great object now is an examination of those prin- 
ciples, and to illustrate the effects of these principles by ex- 
amples which are not the less cogent, the less weighty, and 
the less known, because they are articles in this charge. 
Most assuredly they are not. If your lordships recollect the 
speeches that were made liere, you know that great merit was 
given to Mr. Hastings for matters that were not at all in the 
charge, and which would put us under the greatest difficul- 
ties, if -u'e were to take no notice of them in our reply. For 
instance, his merits in the Mahratta war, and a great mass of 
matter' upon that subject, were obliquely and for other pur- 
poses brought before you, upon which they argued. That 
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hniDeiite m an of matter, coQtsmmg cn inuDema wm of 
pnnaples, and which wia Koaotimet mpported hj alleged 
uota, eometunee none, thcF^ hare opened and argned upon. 


ai matter rolatire to principle. In anairer to their argnmeci, 
we propoee to ihcnr rae TntBch*eft that hare happened from 


the mlachieroni prmmplee laid down bj Mr Haatmgi, and 
the mlsohieTom ooneequeneea of them. 

If howeror, after thia explanation, Tonr lordikma are of 


abandon it. Bat we will remmd jour lordihipe that inch 
thmgi itand npon jonr records | th^ thej itand nmn aaer ed, 
end admitted on your records ) and ccmaegnentlj tbej cannot 
be deetrpred hj nny act of oofe, but bj a renuncastion of the 
charge, wmoh renunmaban wb cannot mahe, became tl» de> 
fendant haa claarl/ and fbHj admitted it to be founded m 
fret. 'V7e cannot plead error, we cannot retract it. And 
why P Becanae he haa admitt^ it. 'We therefore only re> 
mmd TOUT lordabipe that the diar^ atanda nneontradn^ed } 
and tnat the obeeWmtian wn mtan^ to malre upon it wu 
to show your lordahiiM that the pnneiplea upon which he 
defroda ^ rath conauct are totally frlae end orcrandiea. 
Bat though your lordship* abould be of opmum that we can* 
not {irwa it, yet we cannot abandon it; rt is not in your 
powCT — it is not m our power — it a not m hia power, to 
abandon that charge. Yon cannot acquit him of that ehar^ I 
it la imposaible. If bowerer, yonr lordshipa, tor the accom’ 
modation of busmeas, method of proeeedhigi, or any orouin* 
stance of that kind, wuh we ehonld ny no more upon the 
sntgoot, we dose the subject there. Tour lordahlpe are in 
po— cion both of the charge and the adnmsion ) and we 
wiah, and we cannot wiah bettor than to leora it ■> it ia upon 
the record. 

Thw Lord CS^anctJJor here eald, Ihe opinion of the Lords 
can only be with mo matter of coojeetme I certainly waa 
not oommanded by the Houae to state the obserraboo that 
nad ocanred to mo j — but in the poartion in whkh it now 
stands, I feel no difflenlty in eajmg, as my own jodment, 
that cothaig can bo matter m reply that doe» not remte to 
tboee artfcle* that were preaeed m the ongmal charge ; and 
thwetorp, in thia poaltkin of the buamesi of reply, jou cannot 
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go into new matter ariBing out of otlier articles that were not 
originally insisted upon. 

Mr. BurJce. We were aware of the objection that might 
be made to admitting our obaervatiohs, if considered as observ- 
ations upon the seventeenth article, but not when considered 
with reference to fects on the record before you, for the pur- 
pose of disproving the principles upon which the defendant 
and his counsel had rehed, that was the purpose for which 
we proposed chiefly to make them ; but your lordship’s [the 
Lord Chancellor’ sj own personal authority will have ^eat 
weight with us, and unless we perceive some other peer differ 
from you, we take it in the course we have constantly 
done ; we never have sent your lordships out of the haU to 
consent upon a matter upon which the noble lord appeared 
to have formed a decision in his own mind ; we take for 
granted that what is delivered from the woolsack, to which 
no peer expresses a dissent, is the sense of the House, as 
such we take it, and as such we submit to it in this instance. 

Therefore leaving this upon the record as it stands, with- 
out observing upon it, and submitting to your lordships’ de- 
cision, that we cannot, according to order, observe in reply 
upon what was not declared by us to be apart of the charges 
we meant to insist upon, we proceed to another business. 

We have already stated to your lordships, and we beg to 
remind you of it, the state and condition of the country of 
Oude when Mr. Hastings first came to it •, his subsequent 
and immediate usurpation of all the powers of government, 
and the use he made of them ; the tyranny he exercised over 
the Nabob himself, the tyranny he exercis^ upon his mother 
and grandmother, and all the other females of his family and 
their dependants of every description, to the number of about 
eight hundred persons ; the tyranny exercised (though we 
are not at liberty to press it now) upon his bretmen. We 
have shown you how he confiscated the property of all the 
jaghirdars, the nobility of the country ; we have proved to 
your lordships that he was well acquainted with all the 
misery and distress occasioned by these proceedings, and that 
he afforded the sufferers no relief. "We now proceed to re- 
view the effects of this general mass of usurpation, tyranny, 
and oppression, upon the revenues and the prosperity of the 
country. 
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Tonr lordth™ will first be pleased to sdrert to tbe itat« 
in whiA Mr Hastuigs found tne connti 7 ; — in wluifc itste ho 
found ft* rerenue* , — who wero the arecnbro miiustar* of the 
goremment , what theip oondnct w**, by whom they 
were recommended and eapported. For the endemoe of tbe« 
facts, we refer your lordiUpa to your pnnted nmmto* — there, 
my lorda, they stand reooraed j they nerer be expimgim 
out of your record, and the memory of mankTnfl^ whwicr 
we be permitted to prea them at thu upon your lord* 
ship* or not. Your lordahipa will there find m what man- 
ner the goromment wua oamed on m Onda, in 1775, before 
the penod of Mr. Hasbngi’a usurpation , l£r Hastings, you 
will find, has himself there stated thst the minister was 
reocrmaienddd by the B^oma , and you will remark be* 
cause Mr Hastings aftaxwarda TTytM her interference m the 
gorenunent of hu son s part of his cnnunatfon of the 
Begums. 


The resident at the court of Oude thus wrttee cm the 2nd 
of 1770 “ Notwithstanding the oonfidance the Ns* 

^b reposes m Uariaca the Begums are mocb diaatis* 

fled w^ hn eleraticm. Tb^ reecun mended to his excel* 
Icney to encourage the old serranti of tbe gOTonment, whose 
mflnf^Tinw m the ou un try, and experience, might hire strength* 
eued his own autboaiy, and saUed him firmly on the klus* 
nnd I in some measure this too may appear consistent with 
the mterest of the Oompany, for as £h^ KhAn and the old 
mmisters hare, hy frequent instances withm their own know* 
ledge, expeneno^ the power of our goremment, anch mem 
I ahould coneeiTe are much more likely to pay deference to 
the Company, than a mtsoo who at present can bare hot a 
rerr imperfect of the degree of attention which onght 
to TO paid to our oonnexion with the Nabob “ Tour lord* 
ahipa see that the Bourns reeomniended the old serranti 
oantrary to the tTHtTi™ of Beboboam,— ^ho« who had iefTed 
Ins faihor and bad serred tbe oountay, and who were strong^ 
to support the Engllah interest there. Tour lord- 
ships will remark the effecta of the Begum’s influence upon 
tbe state of things in 1775, that the Nabob had been adrised 
by hk mother to employ the confidential serranta of hk 
fatker ) ptrsona oon rer ^ m the afiaut of the country, per* 
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sons interested in it, nnd persons who wore well djpiioscd to 
support the English connexion. Your lordships will now 
attend to a letter from 3\Tr. Bristow, nt Imoknow, to the 
hoard, dated 2Sth Efovcinher, 1776:— “I also no/^lcctod no 
part of my duty on the spot ; hut advised the minister, even 
nt Lucknow, according to my Ictterof the third instant, to re- 
commend it to the Eahoh to dismiss his nscles? and mutin- 
ous troops, wiuolx measure seems, hy present appoamuccs, to 
have succeeded heyond expectation, ns the rest of the nrmy 
do now pay the greatest attention to his excellency’s orders ; 
already the complaints of the violences the troons used to 
commit are greatly decreased ; they profess ohcuience, nnd 
hy the best intelligence I can obtain of their disposition, 
tiiere seems to he little doubt that the cxnmjdos made hy 
disbanding Bussunt’s corps has every good cfloct we could 
wish, which had crossed the river nnd voluntarily surrender- 
ed their arms the day before yesterday to the Nabob.” 

His next letter is dated 13*th June, 177G ; — “ nonoumhlo 
Sir and Sirs, — It is Elija Khdn’s first object to regulnlc the 
Yizier’s revenue ; and 1 must do him the justice to say, that 
the short time he lias been in office he has been indefatiga- 
ble, and already settled the ^catcr part of the province of 
Oude, and fixed on tho districts for the assignments of the 
army subsidy. Corah and Allahabad helms disposed of, nnd 
called for the Dooab and Bohilchnnd accounts, in order to 
adjust them as soon as possible. This nctivitj' will, I liope, 
produce the most salutarj' effects at tho present juncture, 
being the commencement of the season for the cultivation. 
The aumils, by being thus early placed in their ofilces, have 
the opportunity of advancing tuckovy, encouraging the ryots, 
and making their agreements in their several districts, in 
letting under farms, ^ or disposing of tho lands in sucli a 
manner as they may judge most expedient. If, though simi- 
lar to the late minister’s conduct, a delay of two or threo 
months should occur in the settlement of the lands, the peo- 
ple throughout the country would he disheartened, and in- 
evitably a very heavy balance accrue on the revenue. I Imvo 
troubled the honourable hoard with this detail, in the first 
place, to show the propriety of Elija KliAn’s conduct ; and 
in the next, the essential service that wiU he rendered to tho 

TOI« Till. TT 
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VuierJjy contumiM Oolonel Parker’ t detaAhnkait dorag 
th© whole mnu in Corah, if required tj the Yiner ’’ 


lordi, Tou hare now had a ticw of the itate of Oude 
Tjronooa to the fint ponod of our counexioii with it. Your 
tordahip* hare seen and underatand that part of the nnddlo 
period, with whieh we do not mwui to trouhlo jou iijwin. 
Ton will now be ploeaed to attend to a letter from Pyaook 
Kb4n to the Ghiremor Geuend, receiTed the 18th of i’ebru 
aij, 17V8 — “Ihia country of Cottah, which formeriy de- 
pended on the SohiUa rtatee> and whiA I oonaider ai now 
appertaining to the Oompanj, waa reiy populom and flounib* 
ing, but amce the oommenceniBnt oT the Nabob Tlncrs 
goTemment, the farmert appointed by hia miniatora hare 
deablated the coontrr Ita aituation u at preeent rery 
rmnoufl , thonaanda of viliagea, fonnedy populona, are now 
utterly deaerted, and no trace left of them- 1 hare already 
w r i tt en , to Eoy BookitowT 8mg a foD aceoxmt of the tyraimT 
and oppreaaion exerdaed by the faraera, to be eoannranieated 
to you ! the eonitant rerenue o( a co nutiy depend* on the 
care of ita mien to precerre it in a flourlahing atate. I 
hare be«n mdoced to make the repreeontatiaa by my attach- 
ment to the nitercft of the Company, for otberwiae rt ia no 
concern of mine. Bbould tbeae opprosiaDa continue one or 
two yean longer, and the mien taj:© no m taam c i to put a 
atop to them, the whole country wifl be a dnert ” 


T My lorda, upon tbeae atatementa I hare cm^ to make tlna 
remark, that you hare Men the fint atate oi thia country ( 
and thift the period when it hadiaDen into the atate laat cTe- 
acribed,waa awiut two year* after Mr Haatingthad obtained 
the mroTtir m the coimoa, and began to goTcm tha coun- 
try by ma Ueutenanta. "We know that the country waa put 
W him xruder mflitaiy coHootorei you Me the ccoaequeneefc 
The peraon who mnkea this repreaentaticin to Mr llaatmga 
of the atate of the eountiy, of ita diatren and calamity, and 
of the deeolation of a thorimud of the rillagea foreieTly 
flouriahing m It, ia no le« * penon than a pnnee of a neigh- 
bouring country, a peraon w whom you hare often beard, 
and to whom the eauae of hozoani^ la much indebted, 
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namely, Pyzoola Eli&n; apnnee whose country the English 
resident, iTavelling through, declares to be cultivated like a 
garden. That this was the state of the Eohilla country is 
owing to its having very fortunately been one of those that 
escaped the dominion of Mr. Hastings. 

"We will now read to your lordships a letter from Sir EjTe 
Coote to the board at Cicutta, dated the 11th of September, 
1779 : — “ Honourable Sir and Sirs, — The dav before yester- 
day I encamped near Allahabad, where the Vizier did me the 
honour of a visit ; and yesterday morning, in my way hither, 
I returned it, and was received by his excellency with every 
mark of respect and distinction. This morning he called 
here, and we liad some general conversation, which princi- 
pally turned upon the subject of his attachment to the Eng- 
lish, and his readiness to show the sincerity of it upon all 
occasions. It is to be wished we had employed the influence 
which such favourable sentiments must have given us more 
to the benefit of the country and ourselves ; but I fear the 
distresses which evidently appear on the face of the one, and 
the failure of the revenues to the other, are not to be wholly 
■ascribed to the Vizier’s mismanagement.” — This is the testi- 
mony of Mr. Hastings’s own pensioner. Sir Eyre Coote, re- 
specting the known state of the country during the time of 
this horrible usurpation, which Sir I^e Coote mentions 
under the soft name of our influence. But there could be 
but one voice upon the subject, and that your lordships shall 
now hear from Mr. Hastings himself. We refer your lord- 
ships to the minute of the Hovemor-Greneral’s consultation. 
Port William, 21st May, 1781. — He is here giving his reasons 
for going into the upper provinces. ' 

“ The province of Oude having fallen into a state of great 
disorder and confusion, its resources being in an extraordinary 
degree diminished, and the Habob, Azoph ul Dowlah, having 
earnestly entreated the presence of the Governor- Gleneral, 
and declared that, imless some efiectual measures are taken 
for his relief, he must be under the necessity of leaving his 
country and coming down to Calcutta, to present his situ- 
ation to this government ; — the Governor- General therefore 
proposes, with the coticurrence of Mr. Wheler, to visit the 
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prorince of Oud®, u ipeodfly clb the ifliuT* of the prwitlciicy 
■wtU cdmitjin hope* tbatfixtni»mmute md perKmalobMm*- 
tion of the cimimi t iiocf e of that ootmtrr, the ayitem of 
naiutgenieQt which hu beeo adopted, and the Gharacten and 
coadact of the pereoni emph^r^ he ma^ poeiibly bo able 
to ooneert and eitahliih eocae plan W which the premnee of 
Oodo may m tune bo zeatoredto rti former atate of afflooice, 
good order, and prciponty ’* 

Toot lordthipa hare now the whole chain of the eridence 
cotnplet^ With r^ard to the ftate of the eoimtry upto the 

f ienodoiHr Haitmga’B journey into the conntrr icmaee 
bat Mr Haatmgv himaelf adnutait tohareheen lorneriy m 
a moat dcnmtbmg, orderly, and pmeperotu itata. Ita con- 
dition m 1781 he detcnbM to yon m wordi, than which no 
enemy of ku am nae ftronger, m order to pmnt the etate m 
wfaidti it then waa. In thia atate he foond it when ho west 
np in the year 1781, and he left it, with regard to any mb- 
■tantial reffnlahon that waa eseented or could be aeonted. 
in the fftaxo ta which he foond it( after haTW ineretLaea 
erery one of thoae grlerancea which bo pretended to redreo, 
and from it aU &e little reecrnrcea that remained in it. 

'We now come to a anbaeqnent period, at whidi time the 
atate of the eountry U thui dewrfjod by Mr Bnatow on the 
12th December, 1762 Deapotiam la the principle upon 
which orerT measure u founded, and the people in the intenor 
parta of w country are ruled at the micretion of the 
aumil or fouidar for the tone beng ; they eierciao, within 
the limit* of their junadiohan, the powera of life ana death, 
and decanoni m mm and other caaea, in the tame extent m 
the sor er ei yi at the capitaL The forma preaented hy the 
anment matatubona of tM Mogul empire axe unattended to, 
and the wiE of the prormcial magw^te ia the tale law of 
the people j the total relaxation of the "Tixier*! authority, hu 
mattenuon and di^ike to bnameta, leare the aumili in poa- 
settoon of thia danceitmt power, nnawed and ■uneontnxled 
by any oppoaition m r e tr o^iection or the inlcrfemice of joa- 
ncA, I baldly ^ote an matoscev since the Yicer*# a** 
to the mumud, of an aumil haying been punished for 
oppremon, though the oomplaints of the people and the state 
01 the country are notonoua proofi of the noleneci daflf 



"WAUBEK nASTIKGE, EBQ. 


298 


committed ; it is even become unsafe for travellers to pass, 
except in large bodies — murders, tbefte, and other enormities 
shocking to humanity, are committed in open day.” 

In another paragraph of the same letter, lie says, “ Such 
has been the system of this government that the oppressions 
have generally originated ivith the aumils ; they have been 
rarely selected for their abilities or integrity, but from favour, 
or the means to advance a large sum. Upon being appointed 
to their ofB.ce, the aumil enters upon his trust ruined in re- 
putation and fortune, and unless he accomplishes his engage- 
ments, Tvhich is seldom the case, disgrace and punishment 
follow ; and though the balance of revenue may be vigorously 
demanded of him, it has not been usual to institute any^ 
inquiry for oppression. Tlie zemindars, thus left at the mercy 
of the aumils, are often driven to rebellion — the weak are 
obliged to submit to his exactions or fly the country, and the 
anmil, unable to reduce the more powerful, is compelled to 
enter into a disgraceful compromise; every zemindar looks 
to his fort for protection, and the country is crowded with 
them ; Ahnas Ali Khdn has not less than seven hundred in 
his districts. Thus it has become a general custom to seize 
the brother, son, or some near relation or dependant of the 
different zemindars, as hostages for the security of the revenue ; 
a great aumil will sometimes have three or four hundred of 
these hostages, whom he is obliged to confine in places of se- 
curity — a few men like Almas Ali ElhBn and Coja Din id 
Dun have, from their regularity in performance o^ecuniary 
engagements, rendered themselves useful to the Vizier. A 
strict scrutiny into his afiairs was at all times irksome to his 
excellency, and none of his ministers or oflBcers about his 
person possessing the active persevering spirit requisite to 
conduct the detail of engagements for a number of small 
farms, it became convenient to receive a large sum from a 
great farmer without trouble or deficiency. This system was 
followed by the most pernicious consequences ; these men 
were above all control, they exacted their own terms, and the 
districts they farmed were most cruelly oppressed; the 
revenue ofBohilcund is reduced above a thud, and Almas Ali 
Elan’s administration is well knoun to have been extremely 
violent.” 
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"We Tvill feait i>e*d to your lordahipt an ertmt froa Cap- 
tom £dic9rd4 1 ondosco t—** Q. TTbo yon any opportanjty of 
obtemng tb« pmeml face of the conntiy m fc© tune of 
Snjoh Dowlati r- — ^ I hoi. Q. Uid yon remark any djffer* 
enee m the general atate of the ooimtry at that tune, and the 
penod ■when yon made your latter ohaerration, did yon 
obeerre any differeDce between the condition of tie co imlr y 
at that tune and that of finjah Dowlah in tie year 1774, the 
latter Period you hare mmiioned f—jL I did , a ray mate- 
rial dfflerence. Q. In what reapect P — A. In the general 
aipect that the coontry bore and the cuItiTation of the 
oountry, that it wa# infinitely better onltnated m 1774 than 
it waa in 1788 Q. Yon aaid yon had no opportunity of 
obaomng the feee of the eountiT till yon was appointed 
aid-de-camp to the Nabob P — A. Noj except W marching 
and ootmtermarchmg , I marched m the year l'/74 through 
the Nabob Sojah ^ Dowlah’a l u oT xn uee into liohllcnnd. 
A Had yxTu th^ oppartnoitzaa avm the tme of your going 
there m i774 P — A. I bad , bot no* ao nsneh as I bed ai^ 
being appointed aid^te-camp to the Yuier, because I was 
alway* oefora m a anbordmate ntaaiion. 1 marched in a 
direct line befcre, with tho troop* { but aftearwarda, when I 
was aid-de-camp to hu etoellenoy, I was my own master, 
and £oqnent eiciamoiiB mko the difibrent 'parta of the 
country Q. Had you an Opportunity of obeamng the dif- 
ference m the general bappmeas smd diipotitioo of the peo^e P 
— jL I had. ^ Ihd you obaarre a difference m that respect 
also, between your fljat earning and the jeer 1788 P — A^ Xes, 
a rery sensibie difierence, m Bn^ah nJ I>owlah's tnne the 
country was m a reiy flooiiihing istote m merchandise, culti- 
ration, and erer y arti^ of commerce, and the people then 
seemed to be rery happy under hi# gOTeimincnt,wmdi latterly 
was not the cose, bemuse the cotmtiy m reality appeared in 
the year 1774 in a flounahlng staUu and m the year 1783 it 
appeared oompoxatiTolr forlorn and desolate. "Was the 
court of Axophul Dowlahjwhon you left India, equal in point 
of splendoup to whatitwaamtbo timeofSt^hulDowlan P — 

A. ^ DO mean* i it wo* not equally splendid, bnt far inforwr 
Q. Wore the dependant* and o(SceTw beiongiitt to the eonrt 
paid In the Mm e punctual msimerP—jl- Noj Ireallycaanot 
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rny ^vnt.'^^cr tlif’v \vcre jinid more regularly in Sujali Doivinli's 
time, only (Itc-y appeart-d more iveaUhy, and more able to live 
:ii n rnlciuljd style, in liis time than they ever have done 
I ince liisi death.” 

Hero then vonr Inrdahips Pce the Plate of the country in 
1TS3. Tour iordhlnpp may trace the ^vholc progress of these 
evil’' st<-p by step from the death of Sujah ul jjowlnh to the 
time of Mr. lla‘-tingp’H ohlAuiing n majoritv' in the council; 
after \vhioh ho y)os>-(.': '^cd the sole jind uncontrolled manage- 
ment of the country; you have teen nlpo the coiipcqucncca 
that innu' diately followed till the yc.ar 17S1, wlien ho ivcnt 
nj) .a leeond time into the country. 
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the eau*« of tteoe erila, and that our mflnpmoft otot >ilTn^ if 
not actoallj the canto of the attar rnm, deeolatioa, 
annrchj of tW comitiy, might hare been aucceaefiJlT ciarted 
in pr oT e nfang 

Wlian vcmr lordabipa ihaTl proceed to judgment npon these 
eecamuLued wrongi, artemg out of the uaurped power of the 
przeoner at jour bar, ond recrBeeed by hfm m no one utstance 
■whaterer, let not the nsorpatum itomf of the W^b's pownr 
be oonndared aa a tamal matter Wliec any pTtTw^ at the 
head of a great oountz^ la entmlj etnoped or erarthing in 
hie goremmont, aril or military, by wtuch hn ranx mtr be 
diitmgnished or hia Tnrtuea eitras^ he u m danger ol be* 
cnmir^g a more gnimAlj tsd of Tnm^f whcdly 

to eeDSToal gratiflcatione, JPeelmgnoperional mteresi inthe 
matitutioaf or m the gonerai weJiare of the country, be iuf> 
fen the (former and many wuo and laudable institutKma 
existed m the prcmnoea of the Nabob, for their gtxxl order 
and goremment) to fall mto dUuaa , and be learea the cono' 
try itaelf to penooa m mfenor ntnations, to be wasted and 
deaboyed by them. Ton find that in Oodo the reiy appear* 
anee of jusuee had been baniahed oat of it, and that ereiy 
*iTTni1 exercised an arbitrarypowerorer the brea and fortunea 
of the people. My lorda, we hare the proofs of all these 
iaots m our handf , they are in your lordaoipa’mmntee, and 
though we oan state notbmg strong than is stated m the 
papers themaelTea, yet we do not sour forget our duty as not 
to point out to your lordships snob obeerrationB as anae oot 
of ^hiiffn. 

To flips* the whole, your lordahips ihgTI now hear read on 
extract a most conous and extraordinary letter, sent hj 
hfm to the oourt of directors^ properalofy to his retnm to 
TtnglMvT — ** My only remauung fear is that the members of 
tbe oounoiL seeing afiairs throogh a difleront mednun from 
that throng which I now them, may be disposed, if not to 
counteract tie system which I hare formed, to withnold from 
it their oonnteuanoe end actire support j while J myself iw* 
^n, it win be sufficient if th^ permit it to eperste without 
intemiptfon, and I almost bopA m the erentof a new ad- 
mmurtration of yonr affairs, whioh shall oonflne itself to the 
—mft forbeirancei, end manifest no symptoms of intended in. 
tcrlurence, the ol^ects of my arrangemanti will be eflcctuall/ 
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Itubea*, for I leave them in the chmg 

IrrcftB, amhition, j2of heaven ha>s visibly blest 

v.ith their success, and the bana progressive vegeta* 

i\,e soil vrith every elemental soim P | ^ pevr 

Hut if a kerf po% sbaa ^ af^te 

•cent^ are sent into the country and ^ea va 

luindc tahen on the other to swell his debt f f ® 

Tsms of navment; if political dangers me portefed bo 
cround on them the pleas of burtheningf county with 
nnnect’^sarj' defences and enormous snhsidies; ov il even 
aVtaining from direct encroachment on the Nahoh s rights, 
\our goiemment shall show hut a degree of personal hind* 
to the partisans of the late usurpation, or hy any con- 
itnictivc innication of partiality and disaffection, furnish 
pround for the expectation of an approaching change of sys- 
tem, 1 am sorry to say that ah my labours whl prove abor- 
thc. For the slightest causes wm be sufficient to df ct 
ii’ind’ sore with the remembrance of past conflicts, and to 
I’cratc those whose only dependence is placed in the renewal 
<■! the confusion which I have laboured with such zeal to 
ertdicate, and will of course dehilitate the .authority which 
ciu tlcme insure future success. 1 dmost fear that this de- 
Tunrstion of effects from causes so incompetent, as they will 
ij'jK'.v to those who have not had the experience winch 1 
anc had of the quick sensihihty which influences the hahits 
t^-n placed vn a state of policy so loose, and snhiect to 
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eueA OT eren if good eaufe Bhoiild be giren to mipeci they 
■mmld be renew^ the ootmtiy muft xall into a itate of in- 
eritable deftnurtwn. cnpereedea all obaarratum. ^Hua 
paper ii a reoopftnlatod, muniie condemnation of ereiy itep 
wmob be took in tliat oonntry, and which vtepa are erer y 
one of them upon yonr lordahipa’ minnte*. 

But, mj Idrda, we know reiy wdl the deaign of tbeee 
pretended apprehenmona. and why ha wifhad to hare that 
cuoiiLry left m the atate ha apeaki at He had left a aecret 
agent of hia own to eontroi tW; oeteandble goTermaent, and 
to enable him, ctting in the place where be now site, to con* 
hnne to gorem thoae pronneea in the way in which he now 
gOTonu them. fA mormor haring nnaen here, Mr Borke 
proceedodj If 1 am called upon to re-word what I hare 
just aaid, 1 ahaH repeat mr woma, and show strong grounds 
and resioni to Indicate tw he gorema Onde now as much 
as he erer did. 

Ton sea, mj lords, that the re f orm which he pretended to 
make m 1781 prodot^ the nnlMaifaia* which be statee to haro 
Gcifted in 1764 We shall now show, that the re fo rm which 
he pretended to make in 1764 brought on tbeealamdiee which 
Lonl Oc^walhs states m Ins endonoe to hare exuted m 1787 

We now read two letters from Lord ComwalUs } the 
first IS dated the 18th Norember, 1787 1 — I was receired a^t 
Allahabad and attended to Luclinow by tbe Hahob and hia 
mmntera, with erery mark of frmndahip and respect j I can- 
not, howorer, ej i pi e es bow modi I was concernoa durmg mr 
short remdence at ha ccmtal, and my progress throogn bU 
Hf rmininnn, tn be witneo of the disordow stste of ha floancos 
and goremmenL and of tbe desolate appearances of his 
coonbr , the er^ were too ilarming to admit of palliation, 
and I ibonght it my duty to ozbort him, in tbe mori friendly 
manner, to endearour to apply efiectnal romedies to them He 
began inth urgu^ as apology that, wHIst he was not certain 
of the expense of our oemands upon him, be bad no real in- 
terest m Dcmg eoonomicil m his expenses, snd that whilo we 
interfered in the mternal management of his sflsiri, bu own 
authority and that of his mmisters were de^bed by his own 
BnWtt^ It would hare been useless to dittnss these topers 
witD hhn 1 ^t while I repeated my former decUrabona of 
our being dotermmed to gire no ground in fatnro for similai 
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complaints, lie gave mo tlie strongest nssurnnccs of liis being 
resolved to nppl}’’ himself earnestly to the encourngement of 
agriculture, and to endeavour to renve the commerce of his 
country,” 

Tlie second is dated the 25th April, 1788 : — “ Till I saw 
the Vizier’s troops, I was not without hope, that upon an 
cmcrgcncY he would have bccii able to have furnished us ivith 
some uselul cavalry ; but I have no reason to believe that he 
has any in his service upon which it would be prudent to 
place any dependence ; and I think it right to add, that liis 
country appears to be in so ruined a state, and his finances 
in so mncli disorder, that even in case of war we ought not 
to depend upon any material support from him.” 

iMj* lords, I have only to remark upon these letters that, 
BO far ns they go, they prove the cflccts of Mr. Hastings’s 
reformation, from which he was pleased to promise the Com- 
pany such great things. But when your lordships know that 
he had left his dependant and minister, Hyder Beg Khan, 
there, whose character, ns your lordships ^vi]l find by n refer- 
'ence to your minutes, he has represented ns blnck as hell, to 
be the real governor there, and to carry on private correspond- 
ence with him here, — and that he had left Major Palmer, 
his private agent, for a considerable time in that country to 
carry on his affairs, — your lordships will easily see how it has 
come to pass tliat the Vizier, such a man as you have hoard 
him described to be, was not alone able to restore prosperity 
to his country. My lords, you have now seen what was the 
situation of the country in Sujab Howlab’s time, prior to Mr. 
Hastings’s interference with the government of it ; what it 
was during his government ; and what situation it was in 
when Lord Cornwallis left it. Hothing now remains but to 
call your lordships’ attention to perhaps the most extraordi- 
nary part of these transactions. But before we proceed we 
■will beg leave to go back and read to your lordships the Ka- 
bob’s letters of the 24th February, 1780 : — “ I have received 
your letter, and understand the contents. I cannot describe 
the solidity of your friendship and brotherly affection which 
subsisted between you and my late father ; from the Mend- 
ehip of the Company he received numberless advantages ; and 
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1, Dotinthttnndmg I wu left tn orphtn, from yocr fknmi tud 
that of the Companr traa pftrfectlT at eaae, bemc attBSed 
that eTcrythmg ■wtrald be irdl, and that I ihonM cantmno 
m the tame •oonritj that I mu during my ^thor’e Wotime, 
from your pr o tect ions I accordingly, from the day of hii 
death, haTO norer omitted to cnltiTate your farour and the 
protection of the Company , and whatarer vaa the deaire and 
directiona of the council at that time, I hare erer lince eoiv 
formed to and obeyed mth readmeaa. Thanh* be giron to 
God, that I hare nercr aa yet been backward in pcnonning 
the will of the 'Rnglah Company, of the council, and of you { 
and bare atwaya been frmn my heart ready to ob^ them, 
and hare nerer gireD you aaj trouble, from my dimeultiea 
or wubet. Thu* 1 hare dona nmply from my Imowledge of 
yocr fiiTOur toward* me, and flrom my bemg certain that you 
would learn the parbcolar* of my diati c aaci and difficulties 
from othor ouarters, and would toon show your fhecdahip 
and good-wili in whaterer wn* for my adrantage. Bat when 
the Vnlfii bad penetrated to the bon^ and I was iurrounded 
with snob basvT distreaaes that I eoiud no hm^ hre in ex- 
pectation*, 1 tnen wrote an account of tny dimeiilHes } the 
answer which 1 hare recmred to it u ruch, that it ha* mm 
me inexpreasible grief and affliction. I nerer had the lenst 
idea or expectation from you and the eoonen, that you would 
erer hare gtren your order* in lo afflicting a manner, in 
which you neror oefore wrotoL and which 1 ccmld not hare 
imagined. Ai I am resolred to obey the order* and di- 
redoons of the council, without any d^y, aa long aa I IItev 
1 hare, agreeably to those ardars. dclirerea up all my prirate 
paper* to him, tnat when be hare eiammed my rceelpti 
and expenses, he may take whaterar remains. Am 1 know it 
to he my doty to tatixfy yon. the Company, and coundL I 
hare not fiulea to obey in any instance, 1^ requested of him 
that it might be done so a* not to distreas me in my uocea- 
eery eipenaea, there bomg no other fund but those for the 
expense* of mutseddies, household expense*, and sorraots, 
Ac. He demanded theee in snob a maimer, that, being 
remedflea*, I waa obliged to comply with what ho reqinrea- 
He has sa»rdxrigl/ stepped the proslocs of nry old * 07001 * 
of thirty year*, whether »epoT*, mutseddie*, or household 
serranti ) smi the expense* of my family and kitchen, to- 
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gotlior wUU llio jnplnros of mr grandmother, mother, nnd 
nunl^^. nnd of mv' brollmri< and depcndanlt, \\'ln(’h •wore for 
Ihoir support. 1 had raided one Ihous.and five Inindred horse, 
and three battahnns of sepova to nltend upon me *, but na I 
liavc no rosoiirces to support them, I Imvc been obliged to 
remove the people st.ntioncd in the mnhnls, nnd to send hi.a 
people into the mah.als, so that I have not now one single ser- 
vant about me. Should I mention what further didlcnUies I 
have heen reduced to. it would lay me open to conlein])t ; 
.although I h.ave willingly ns-^ented to this which bring.a such 
distress on me, nnd have in a manner altogether ruined my- 
self; yet 1 failed not to do it for this reason, hecausc it was 
for your satisfaction nnd that of tho council; nnd 1 nm 
patient, and even thankful in this condition ; but I catinot 
imagine for what cause you have conceived displeasure 
ngaiii.«t me. from the coimneueement of my ndmini.strntion. 
3n every ciroum.stancc I received strength nnd security from 
your favour nnd that of tho council, nnd in every insfanco 
you nnd the council have shouni your friendship nnd nflcc- 
tion for me; but at pre.scnt, that you have sent tlicso orders, 
I nm greatly pcqdc.vcd.” 

■will not trovihle your lordships with llio remainder of 
the letter, which is all in the same style of distress nnd 
nlHiction ; nnd of the abject dependence of a man who con- 
siders bimself as in.sultcd, robbed, nnd ruined in that alnlo of 
dependence. 

In addition to the evidence contained in tin’s letter, your 
lordships be plon.sod to recollect the Nabob's loiter which 
we read to your lordships yesterday, the humble nnd nbjccfc 
style of which you will never forget. Oh ! consider, my 
lords, this instnnee of tho fntc of humnn grentness ! You 
must remember, that there is not a trace nn'vwhcrc in any 
of the various trunks of !Mr. Hastings, that ho over conde- 
scended so much as to give an answer to the suppliant letters 
of that unhappy man. There was no mode of indignity 
■with which he did not treat his family — there was no mode 
of indignity ■with wliich he did not treat his person — there 
was no mode of indignity ■with which ho did not treat his 
minister, Hyder Beg Khun, — this man whom ho represents 
to be the most infamous and scandalous of mankind, and 
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of irhom be nerertheleBi, at the bstdo time, declare*, that hi* 
onlj mpp^ with the Yinar w*b the Kipport which he, 
"Wairon Hartmgi, as repreeaitatiTe of the tfnflti.Ti gorera- 
meut, gate hua. ' 

"We wQl now read a paper which, perhaps, ought not to 
hare been received in enaeoce ; but which we ware willing 
to enter m your mmutea aa endenc^ m order that eveiy- 
thing Bhonld come before yon- Tour lordship* hare beard 
the Kaboh ipeek of his miaerj, distraB, and o p pression , but 
here he make* a complete defeasance, as it w er e, of the whole 
charge, a direct daavovral of ev er y one of the eomplamti, 
and partacularly that of having never received an answer to 
these complamta- Oh! thmk, 1 say, mj lords, of the de* 
graded, mleerahle, and unhappy state to which human nature 
may be reduced, when you bear this unhappy man declare 
that all the charge* which we have mnde upon this rubjeot 
relative to bun, and which are all erthff admitted by bm or 
taken firom his own represantation, are now stated liy bun in 
a paper before you to m all false, and that there is not a word 
of tM representation which be had made of Mr Haitmn 
that has the least truth m it Tour lordship* will find ms 
m that oolUctlon of various pspen, which ought to be pre> 
■erred and put into every moseam m Borope, as erne of the 
mo*t extraerdmary produotion* that was error exhibited to 
the wodd. 

Piqiepi received the 8th of March, 1788, nnd translated 
pursuant to an order of the Govemor'Gcneml m couneQ, 
dated the 27th of Aprfl, 1788, under the seal of his exceHeocy 
the Nawanb Asemh ul Dowloh, Asoph Jeh Behodar, Vhder ul 
Moonlek “ I have at this time learnt that the gratlemen 
m power in Bnglsnd, up>on the sospamon that Mr Hastingi, 
during his admuuftmtioii, acted contrary to the rule* cJius* 
tice and imparti ality, and, actuated 1^ jnotire* of arimtr, 
was towards men without eauBe , that be broke stii^ 

engagements and treatifa as had been made between the Com* 
peny and otiier chiefs , that he extended the bond of oppres- 
sion over the projwrtdc* of men j tore up the roots of prosper- 
1^ and secuiity from the lani and rendered the ryots and 
subjects destitute, by force ana extorbon- As this accusa- 
tion, in fact, is detntute of upnghtnesi and void of truth. 
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liicrcforo ■wiili n new to bIiow the truth in its true coloors, I 
have written upon this sheet with truth and sincerity, to 
serve ns nn endence, and to represent real fncts, to servo 
also ns information nnd cominuuicnlion, — that Mr. Ilastines, 
from tho commencement of his ndministration, until liis de- 
parture for England, whether during the lifetime of tho de- 
ceased Enwaub, of blessed memory, Vizier ul Moulk, Sujah 
nl Dowlah llehodar, my father, or during my govcrjiment, 
did not nt any timo transact, contrary to justice, any matter 
whicli took place from tho great friendships between mo nnd 
tho Company, nor in any business depart from tho path of 
truth and uprightness ; but cultivated friendship, with inte- 
grity and sincerity, and in every respect engaged himself in 
tlie duties of friendship, "with me, my ministers, nnd confi- 
dants. I nm nt .all times, and in every way, pleased with nnd 
thankful for his friendly manners and qualities ; and my 
ministers and confidants, who have always every one of them 
been satisfied with his conduct, are for ever grateful for his 
friendship, nnd thankful for his virtnes. As these matters are 
real facts and according to truth, I have written these lines 
as an evidence, and transmit the paper to England through 
the government of Calcutta, for the information of the gen- 
tlemen of power and rank in England.” 

Observe, my lords, the candour of the Commons — we pro- 
duce this evidence, which accuses us, as ]\Ir. Hastings does, 
of uttering everything that is false — we choose to bring onr 
shame before the world, nnd to admit that this man, on 
whose behalf and on the behalf of whose country we have 
accused Mr. Hastings, has declared that this accusation 
(namely this impeachment) is destitute of uprightness aud 
without truth. But, my lords, this is not only a direct con- 
tradiction to all he has ever said — to all that has been proved 
to you by us ; but a direct contradiction to all the represent- 
ations of Mr. Hasting himself. Tour lordships wm hence 
see what credit is to be given to these papers. 

Your lordships shall now hear what Hyder Beg Eh&n - 
says ; that Hyder Beg Khdn who stands recorded in your 
mmutes as the worst of mankind; who is represented an 
writing letters without the Habob’s consent, and in defiance 
of him ; — the man of whom Mr. Hastings says that the Ya • 
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bob u Dotbmg bnt & tool m hio bandi, and that tbe Kabsb ii, 
and erer muit ba, a tool of aomebody or other. Now aa w« 
bare heord the Bpeek, let na hear how the workman em< 
ployed to wort with thia tool apeaks t — 

Sitiaot firom Hyder Beg KhAn'i letter to the Qorenior 
and conudlr— ** It n at this time kamt by the Nawanb I’lner 
and ns hii mmuten, that gentlemen of power in Bogland 
are dupleaaed with Mr. Haatingi, on the anapicum that during 
hia admmirtrntwn m thu countiy, from motiTea of aridity, 
he oommittod oppreaaiooa oontruy to the mlea of joabce, 
took the propcruea of Trwm by deceit and farce, injured the 
lyota and aaSjeeU, and rendered the oonntry aeetitnte and 
nuned- — Ai the true and nprmht dupoaition of Mr Ha»t- 
ingi 11 in eTWT reapect free of thu auipicioii, we therefore 
w& truth and amoen^ dedare by th^ hn^ written a> 
cording to Cact. that Mr Haatmga, from the firrt of hb ap- 
pointment to the govemmont of thu country, tmtfl. hU de- 
parture far Ecpope, dnnng Ida authority m the roanagement 
of the a&re of the country, whether m the lifetnne of the 
Kawanb Sujah nl Bowlah Bebadre deceaaed, or whether 
donng the preeent reign, did oot, m any matteoa which took 
plannom we great Mendahip between this goremioent and 
the Ootnpany, act in anywite upon motire of aridity, and not 
haring, m any respect, other than justice and propne^ in 
intention, did not twerro firom their mlea, he kept hu eieel- 
leo^ the Vmer alwaji pkaaod and tabrfed ” mm will ro- 
member, my lords, the last eipresaionB of his pleasure and 
aatisfactuiTij “ by nis friendship and attention m erery mat- 
ter He at all times showed fisrour snd kmdncH towards 
the TTunisters of this goreminant, and under his protection 
hsnng enjoyed perfect happiheas and ecrmfort, wo are from 
our hearts aatistted with, and grateful for, Hs banerolenco 
and goodness.” 

Here, my lords, you hare the character which ITyder Beg 
TThSn glres of Mr Hastings i of the mwii who be faiew had 
loaded mm, as be had done, with ereiy kind of Indignltr, 
reproach, ariii outrage with which a man can bo loaded. 
Your lordships will ace that this testimony repeats almort 
word for word the testimony of the ATsto Nabob, which 
slMJWi who tbo real writer Is. 
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My lords, it is said that llicrc is no word in die Persian 
Inngunpo to express gratitude. With these signal instances 
of giniitiide before us, I think we niay venture to put ono 
into their dictionary. ?tlr. Hastings has said he has had tho 
pleasure to find from the people of India that gratitude 
which he has not met with from his own countrymen, tho 
House of Commons. Cerlainly if he has done ns services, 
wo have been ungnitcful indeed ; if lie has committed enor- 
mous crimes, we arc just. Of the miserable, dependent situ- 
ation to which the.'JO people are reduced, that they are not 
ashamed to come forward and deny everything they have 
given under their oixm hand ; all these tilings show the por- 
tentous nature of this government, tlicy show the jiortcntous 
nature of that phalanx with which the House of Commons 
is at present at war ; tho jiowcr of that captain-general of 
every species of Indian iniquity, which under him is embodied, 
arrayed, and paid, from Lcadcnhall Street to the furthermost 
part of India. We have but one obsehvatiou more to offer 
upon this collection of rayzuuumas, upon these miserable 
testimonials given by these nTctched people, in contradiction 
to all their omi previous representations ; directly in contra- 
diction to those of Mr. Hastings himself; directly in contra- 
diction to those of Lord Coniwallis; directly in contra- 
diction to truth itself. It is this. Here is Itlr. Hastings 
with his agents canvassing the country with all that minute- 
ness with which a couuty is canvassed at an election ; and 
yet in this whole book of rayzunumas, not one fact adduced 
by us is attempted to be disproved, not one fact upon which 
Mr. Hastings’s defence can be fouuded is attempted to be 
proved. There is nothing but bare ^^le panegyrics, directly 
belied by the state of facts ; directly belied by the persons 
themselves ; directly belied by Mr. Hastings at your bar, and 
by all the whole course of tho correspondence o^ the country. 

We here leave to yom* lordships’ judgment the considera- 
tion of the elevated rank of the persons aggrieved, and de- 
graded to the lowest state of dependence and actual distress ; 
the consideration of the condition of the countr)’’ gentlemen, 
who were obliged to hide their heads wherever they could, 
from the plunderers and robbers established under bis au- 
thority in every part of the country ; and that of the miser- 
able common people, who have been obliged to sell their chil- 
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dreu throogt "wimt of food to feed them , the coniHkrafaoc, ] 
inv, of the matmer in which thu coon^, m the highett, in 
the middle, and m the loweet claaaea of ita mhabitanti, naj 
in phjHXcal ■worla of God, wu deaolated ond deatroyod hy 
thw man. Haring now done with the prormce of Oode, wo 
will proceed to the prorinoe of Bengal, and eonndef what 
waa the kind of goTormnent which be*Bierciaed there, and m 
what manncrr it affected the people that were fnhject^ to it 
Bengal, like ere y part of Inw Bnlgeot to the Bntuh em> 
pire, oontiuni (aa I hare already had oecaaion to mention) 
three diabnct olanee of people^ fonning three distinct eodal 
pjstema. The first is the Mahomedana, which about eer^ 
hundred year* ago obtamed a footing in that country, and 
erer amoe has lu a great degree retained ita autbon^ there. 
For the Mahomedana had aettled there long before the found* 
ation of the Bengal empire, whi^ waa aTerturnad by Ihmer* 
lane. Bo that this people^ who are represented sometime* 
looady aa atmigert, are peopU of ancient and oaonderable 
aettlemant m that eoonayt and though, like Mahomedan 
Mttlen m many other eountrie^ they hi^ fallen into deeey, 
yet being continually recrurted from Tanoos portsof Tarta^, 
under the Mogul etamr^ emd &om raruma parts of Ferca, 
they contmod w be leading and most powerful people 
throughout the Peninsula ; and so we found thdtai- thm 
These people;, for the most port foDow no tnides or occupa- 
tion, their rchgion and laws foroidding V nn m the stnetest 
mapnwr to take ueuiT or profit anamg from raonoy that is in 
any irar lent , they care therefore no other ineana for tbeir 
support but what arises from tbeir adherence to, and con* 
neiion with, the Mogul goremment and itaneeroya. They 
enjoy under them ranoua offlcee dril and mihtffl^, tanous 
emplorments in the courts of law, and stations in the anay 
Accoruindy aprodigKms number of people, almost *11 of them 
pmons of the most enaeut and respectable fomfiies m the 
country, are dependent upon and dingto the soubahdarsTir 
Yiceroys of the •ererol pnmnees. Thor, therefore, who 
oppresa, plunder, and destit^ the •oubabdai*, oppress, rob, 
and destroy an Immense mass of people. It is true that a 
aoperremiig gorermnent, ectablfsiiM upon another, always 
reduceiaoertaan portion ofthedependanta upon the latter to 

wtuit. Xou must distreti, by the rery nature of the ctrcuo* 
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tr\ did not by act of parliament, and tbe Company d-d not 
and could not by tlieir delegation, -give him such a power ; 
the act, by which he was appointed Grovemor, did not give 
him such a power. If he exercised it, he usurped it ; and 
therefore every step we take in the examination of his cou- 
ductjn Bengal, as in every step we take upon the same sub- 
ject everywhere else, we look for the justification of his 
conduct to laws ; the law of nations, the laws of this coun- 
try, and tbe laws of the country he was sent to govern. 

The government of that country, by the ancient constitu- 
tion of the Mogul empire (besides the numberless indmdual 
checks and counter-checks in the inferior officers), is divided 
into the Auceroyal part and the soubahdarry part. The vice- 
royal part takes in all criminal justice and political govern- 
ment, Mr. Hastings found the country under a viceroy, 
governing according to law, acting by proper judges and 
magistrates under him ; he himself not being the judicial 
but executive power of the country ; that which sets the 
other in action, and does not supersede it or supply its place. 
The other, the soubahdarry power, which was by the grant of 
the dewanny conferred upon the Company, had under its 
care the revenues, as much of the civil governmeiit as is con- 
cerned with the revenues, and many other matters growing 
put of it. These two offices are coordinate and dependent 
on each other. The Company, after contracting to maintain 
the army out of it, got the whole revenue into their power. 
The army being thus within their power, the soubahdar by 
degrees vanished into an empty name. 

When we thus imdertook the government of the country, 
conscious that we had undertaken a task which by any per- 
sonal exertion of our own we were tmable to perform in any 
proper or rational way, the Company appointeu a native of the 
country, Mahomed Beza EIhfi,n, who stands upon the records 
of the Company, I venture to say, with such a character as 
no man perhaps ever did stand, to execute the duties ofboth 
offices. TJpon the expulsion of Cossim Ali Khan, the Nabob 
of Bengal, all his children were left in a young, feeble, and 
unprotected state ; and in that state of things. Lord Chve, 
Mr. Sumner, who sits near Mr. Hastings, and the rest of the 
council, wisely appointed Mahomed Beza Kh^n to fulfil the 
two offices of deputy viceroy aud deputy dewau, for wliich 
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he hod UDtneniie aUcmascei and ja^hiret aad rerennet 
I allov He VOS a man of that rank, and eoQ* 

etderatum, added to hu kncnrled^ of Uw and expenenee m 
boBiihiaB, that Lord CHre and jTr Sumner, who examined 
atnctlj hta conduct at that tune, did not thmk that £112,000 
a year, the amount df the emotomenta which had been al- 
lowed him, waa a great deal too mnch hot at his own de- 
eire, and m order that tbeae emoliniKints mirtt be brought to 
itated and fixed anmi, they reduced rt to £90,000 , on allow- 
aoce which they thought waa not more than vnfflcient to 
preeerre the state of ao great a magutrat^ and a Tpan of aueh 
rank, eierosmg anoh gyeat employment^ The whole rere- 
nue of the Company expended npon hia talents and fideh^i 
and you will find, that on the dly in which he ■nrrenderM 
the rerentm mto our hands, the dowanny. under bis man- 
agement, waa a million more than it pranced on the day 
llr Hostmgs left it For the truth of thra, I refer your lon(- 
ahipa to a l^er of the Compoi^ aent to the hoard of eontroh 
This Utter is not in endence Imofe your lordship*, and what 
I am stating k merely biatoncal But 1 itato the Isct, and 
with the power of refemng, for their proaf to documonta aa 
authentic as if they were abeolutelj in endence bcJbro you, 
Aavuming, therefore, that all theoe Ucis may be renfiaiC by 
the recoil of the Company, 1 bsTe now to state that thia 
man, by tome mmours true or false, waa suppooed to hare 
mtacondneted hiniaelf m a tone of great ouanuty in that 
country A great famine bad about thia tune gnevously 
afBicteS the whole pronnee of BengaL I must remark, 
the way, that theee cotmtne* oro liaole to tbia calamity ; but 
it u greatly blesoed by nature wrtb rcoouree* which afford 
the means of speedy reoorery. If their goreniment doe* not 
counteract them. Nature, that Infiicta the calamity, soon 
heals the wound , it is in ordmaiy seasons the most fertDe 
county, inhabited by the most industnoos people, and the 
most disposed to marriage and settlement, probably, that ex- 
ist* in the whole world } eo that population and fertlily are 
soon res tor ed, and the mbabitants quickly re su tae tbeir 
former mduitrious occupation*. 

During the agitation exdted in the eountry by the ca- 
lamity 1 mre Just mentioned, Mahomed Beza Khio, through 
the intrigue* of Bajah Nundcomar, one of hk pohti^ nrals. 
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pipiqB aaq Snpwouq iaaquq jo epBaq eqq in. psip^® 
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pBq lonSag luatij^ siqq. ^Bq;^ ptmoj ‘nop^dtiojoa jo A\opBqs aq;^ 
uaAa pai^nduii BBq ubui oa uioqAv cq puB ‘/uBdcuoQ aq:} jo 
sjapjo aq^ paXaqosTp aaAan oqAv ‘(jnaraBqaBd jo ^ob aq!j qijtAi. 
if|pnj.q;qBj paqdmoa oqAv ‘(jnouoq !}noq:ju\. uoi^aaui IPH® 
uoi:^naai aaAan ubo j uioqii) OBajf eq;j jo pounoa aqij, 
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pendcnir fitnatioii earned Irmg -eeiTice in that ernTTitry 
and who v ere inbject to pmuahmcnt for thetr emnes if proreo 
egairot them, aH depnred, nnheard, of their ernploymenta, 
Yoti 'would imagino that ^ Hortingi had at least charged 
them with comiptioiu No ; yoa will aeo upon voor minnfe*, 
that when ha abuliBhcd the pnmncial ctnnicila be declared at 
the tome time that he found no fault with the pereoM eoii> 
eemed in thenu 

Thus then he has got nd, as your lordships see, cf one 
whole body of the Company's eerranti , he has s^cmatically 
oorrnpted the rest, ana pronded os far os 1^ m his power 
for the perpetuation of tueir corruption j ho w conniTod st 
all their delinquenaea, end has destroyed the mdependenco 
of all the superior ordm of diom NW hear what he does 
With regard to the coimril general itaelf They had, by the 
act that made Mr Hastmgs Goremor, the mam^ement of 
the ruTonuea Tested in them i — you hare bean shown ly an 
honourable snd able fellow-manager of mme that ho took 
the butmeu of tlus department wlmlly out of tho hand of the 
eoimdl} that be named a eommlttee for the management of 
it at an enormous expense — a comniHce made up of his own 
creatures and dependants i and that, after dcstro^g the pro- 
nnexal eouncila, he broogot down tbe whole management of 
the roronne to Calcutta. This committee took this import- 
ant business entirolr out of the hands of the coudcQ, in which 
the act hod Tested it, and this committee be formed 'without 
the orders of tho court of directors, and dircctlr contrary to 
the act which put tho supermtendeneo in the hands of the 
counciL 

Oh 1 but ho roerred a supenntendenca orer them. Too 
shall bear what the supermtendeneo 'wasj you ihiD tee, feel 
smell, touch — it ahaTI enter into orcry arenue and poro of 
your soul It will show you what was the rttd pipnople of 
Air Uastmgs’s goremmeot, "Wo will read to tou what 8rr 
John Shore says of that institution, and of tne only ends 
and porpoees which it could answeri your lordships wul then 
SCO DOW far he was justifiable In riolating an set of psrIU- 
inent, and gmng out of the coundl’t hands the grrot trust 
whi^ the laws of ha country had rested m them. It is 
part of a paper written in 1788, by Mr Shore, who was sole 
act^ president of this committed to which all 'Dental ;»sa 
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delivered ; lie was an old servant of 

now at the head of the government of that country. ^ 
was Mr. Hastings’s particular friend, and therefore you ran- 
not douht either of his being a competent evidence, or that 
he is a favourable evidence for Mr. Hnstmgs s, and that he 
would not say one word against the establishment ot which 
he himself was at the head that was mot perfectly true, and 
{breed out of him by the truth of the case. There m not a 
single part of it that does not point out some abuse. 

“ In the actual collection of the revenues^ nothing is more 
necessary than to give immediate attention to all com'^laints, 
which are preferred daily without number, and to dispatch 
them in a summary manner ; this cannot be done where the 
control is remote. In every per^unnah throughout Bengal 
there are some distinct usages, which cannot be clearly known 
at a distance ; yet in all complaints of oppression or extor- 
tion these must he known bemre a decision can be pronounc- 
ed. But to learn at Calcutta the particular customs of a 
district of Eadshahy or Daca is almost impossible ; and 
considering tbe channel through which an explanation must 
pass, and through which the complaint is made, any colouring 
may he given to it ; and oppression and extortion, to the ruin 
of a district, may he practised with impunity. This is a 
continual source of emharrassment to the committee of reve- 
nue in Calcutta. 

“ One object of their institution was to bring the revenues 
without the expenses of agency to the presidency, and to 
remove all local control over the'farmerB, who were to pay 
their rents at Calcutta. When complaints are made against 
farmers by the occupiers of the lands, it is almost impossible 
to discriminate truth from falsehood. But to prevent a failure 
in the Tevep.ue, it is found necessary, in aU doubtful cases, to 
Bvipporfc tiie fanner; a circuinstance 'whicli may give rise to 
and confirm the most cruel acts of oppression. The real state 
of any district cannot he known by the committee. An 
occupier or zemmdar may plead that an inundation has ruined 
lum, or that his country is a desert through want of rain, 
jVn aumeen is sent to examine the complaint ; he returns 
exaggerated account of losses proved in volumes uf 
mtncjte Accounts, which the committee have no time'to ren/l 
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»nd for ■which 'the tnimeen ti well paid Poetlhlj, h ow ercf . 
the whole uccoiuit u falee, Soppoae no RJinwm u ejnplt^ed 
and the renter ii held to the tenor of bii engagement, 'the 
loM, if real, mnst occonon hu mm, unleae hia aseeasmecit u 
very moderate mdeod 

** I ma^ Tcnture 'to prononnce, that the real rtate of the 
difMcts la DOW leea knowj^ and reremjie tmderatood, 
than m the year 1774u Since the natirei hare had the da* 
posol of oceoanta, amoe th^ hare heen mtroduoed aa igenta 
and tmited with anthonty, mtncaoy oonfoBion bare 
taken place j the record* and aoconnt* which hare oom- 
piled are nnmerooB , yet when any pertunlir tcootmt It 
wanted, it oaimot be foond^ It u the bnsmesa of all, from 
the ryoti to the dewan, to conceal and decesre. The efan- 
pleat mattera of &ct are demgnedly corered with a veH 
ihroMh which no human nnderaamding can penetrate. 

" "mth reapect to the present committee of reronucv It ia 
morally unpoaiible for them to eocecnte the bnaiDeaa tb^ are 
« introsted with. They are mreeted with a ganarel eoatrol, 
and they hare an exeeabre aothon^ larg« than erar was 
beiitro grrea to any board or body oi man. They may and 
most ^ throngh tbe btudneea. Bat to pretend to aaaert 
that they really execute it, ■would be foBy and lalaehood. 

** The grand ol^^eot of the nahre dewinnlea waa to acgnire 
independent control, and for many year* they hare purtoed 
tliTM with ■wonderfhl art. The huinen and semindan under 
the eommittee proeeoate the aame plan, and hare already 
objections to anything that bat tbe Least appearanoe of re> 
atncboiL All contrd. r em ored, they can plondfir at they 
pkoae. 

“ The committ^ must bere a downn or exetfotiTO officer, 
cbQ him by what name you please. This man, m fact, has 
all the revenues paid at the presidency at hia dispoaal, and 
can.if he hta anv abilitiea, bring all the renters unaer eoctiv 
bution. It la 01 little adrentage to I ' eatLam the committee 
thoimelTea from hribeiT or cor ni p ti oiL when their oxecutiTe 
officer has the power ot protectiug botn undetected. 

" To display the arts employed ly a nabre on such an oo» 
ffi g i o n ■would flQ a volnnw. He discorers the eecret re* 
eources of the lemmdai* and renters, thar enemies and 
competitcr* and by the engmes of hope and fear Aiied^ppoaj 
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these foundatioBB he can work them to his purpose. The 
committee, with the "best intentions, best abilities, and stead- 
iest application, must after all be a tool in the hand of their 
dewan.^’ 

Here is the account of Mr. Hastings’s new committee pf 
revenue, suhstituted in the place of an establishment made 
by act of parliament ; here is whak he has substituted for 
provincial councils. Here is what he has substituted in the 
room of the whole regular order of the service, which he 
totally subverted. Can we add anything to this picture ? 
Can we heighten it ? Can we do anything more than to re- 
commend it to your lordships’ serious consideration P 

But before I finally dismiss this part of our charge, I must 
request your lordships’ moat earnest attention to the true 
character of these atrocious proceedings, as they now stand 
proved before you, by direct or the strongest presumptive 
evidence upon the Company’s records, and by his own con- 
fessions and declarations, and those of his most intimate 
friends and avowed agents. Your lordships will recollect 
that, previously to the appointment of Mr. Hastings to be 
the G-ovemor- General, in 1772, the collection of the revenues 
was committed to a naib dewan, or native collector, under the 
control of the supreme council ; and that Mr. Hastings did 
at that time, and upon various occasions afterwards, declare 
it to be his decided and fixed opinion, that nothing would be 
so detrimental to the interests of the Company, and to the 
happiness and welfare of the inhabitants of their provinces, 
as changes, and more especially sudden clianges, in the col- 
lection of their revenues. His opinion was also most strongly 
and reiteratedly pressed upon him by his masters, the court 
of directors. The first step taken after his appointment was 
to abolish j;he of&ce of naib dewan, and to send a committee 
through the provinces, at the expense of £60,000 a year, to 
make a settlement of rents to be paid by the natives for five 
yeara. At the same time he appointed one of the Company’s 
servants to be the coUecter in each province, and he abol- 
ished the general hoard of revenue, which had_ been estab- 
lished at Moorshedabad, chiefly for the following reasons ; 
that by its exercising a separate control, the members of the 
Buprgm^TOuncil at Calcutta were prevented from acquiring 
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that intimato^ acquaintiinoe with the mentiw -whidi wm 
necessaiy to pewoni in tbedr tfation; and becooM many of 
the TOwen neceeaarj- for the collection of the reretnwa conld 
not he delegnt^ to a fobordinate ootmciL In camMeratkin 
of ^leee opdnionB, ordart, eiui deolsrationa, he, in 177B, 
tholiibed the office of collector, and transfeared the mana^ 
ment of the rerenaai to tereral ooimoOB of rerenna, oalW 
prorincial oonncila, and recommended theb perpetual eetah' 
Dihment bj act of parliament. In the year 1W4, in oon- 
tradicticin of Ha former opinion, respecting tbe neceesitj of 
the supreme coanaQ poaMesing ^ posaible of beeom* 
ing acMpainted with tbe detaila of the Toreiroe, be again 
recommended the continuance of the prorincial oouncila in 
all their parts. This he again dedaied to be his delibeinta 
opinion in 1776 and in 1770- In the mean time a miyoritr 
of tbe itmreme council, consisting of meniben who had 
genaallT cuftered in opnuon from to. Haatingt, had trani* 
Blitted their adrioe to the court of direoters, recorntDendio^ 
tome changes in the STStem of prorincial oormcOi. The di' 
rectors. In tbair reply to this recommeDdatioco, did, in 1777, 
order the supreme ocmncil to form a new plan for the coDec* 
tion of reresmea, and to transmit it to famm for thedr eon* 
SI deration. 

ITo sueh plan WSJ trammitted} but in the yttx 1761, to. 
Hastings Hiring obtained a mmoritr in the eoundl, be again 
changed the whole system, both df the oolla^on of the rere* 
nue'and of the exeoutlTe administrstkm of onil and criminal 
justice. And. who were the persona subetituted in tiie pl^ 
of thoee whom be rumored r NameiL my lords, with which 
you are already’ but too well acgaarnt^ At their head 
stands Mnrmy Begum } then comes his own domestic and 
prirate bribe-agon^ Qnnga Gorin Sing; tboo his banyan, 
Oantoo Baboo ; then that instrument of sB eril, Hebi Bmg j 
then the whole tribe of his dependanti^ white and 
wbom be Tnfiilft farmers of the rerenue, with Colonel Han* 
nay at their head { and dastly, has couflderrtial residents, a^ 
oret a genla , and prirate secrotaories, Mr. Middleton, Major 
Palmer, Ac. Ao— Gan your lordships doubt, for a single 
ftant, of tbe real ^irit of these pro«cdings f Can youAo^ 
of the whole design hsring originated and ended in sqr^nptk*^ 
and peonlatianf ^ 
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"We have fully stated to you, from the authority of these 
parties themselves, the effects and consequences of these 
proceedings — ^namely, the dilapidation, of the revenues, and 
the ruin and desolation of the provinces. And, my lords, 
Avhat else could have been expected or designed by this 
sweeping subversion of the control of the Company’s serv- 
ants over the collection of the revenue, and th e ve sting of 
it in a blach dewan, but fraud and peculation ? \V hat else, 

I say, was to be expected in the inextricable turnings and 
windings of that black mystery of iniquity, but the conceal- 
ment of every species of wrong, violence, outrage, and op- 
pression ? Tour lordships then have seen that the whole 
country was put into the hands of Grunga Covin Sing ; and- 
when you remember who this Gunga Qoviu Sing was, and 
how effectually Mr. Hastings had secured him against de- 
tection, in every part of his malpractices and atrocities, can 
you for a moment hesitate to believe that the whole project 
was planned and executed for the purpose of putting all 
Bengal under contribution to Mr, Hastings? But if you 
are resolved, after all this, to entertain a good opinion of 
Mr. Hastings — ^if you have taken it into your heads, for rea- 
sons best known to yourselves, to imagine that he has some 
hidden virtues, which in the government of Bengal he has 
not displayed, and which, to us of the House of Commons, 
have not been discernible in any one single instance ; these 
virtues may be fit subjects for paragraphs in newspapers — - 
they may be pleaded for him by the partisans of his Indian 
faction. But your lordships wiU do well to remember that 
it is not to Mr. Hastings himself that you are trusting, but 
to Gunga Covin Sing. If the committee were tools in his 
hands, must not Mr. Hastings have also been a tool in his 
h^ds ? — ^If they, with whom he daily and hourly had to 
transact business, and whose office it was to control and re- 
strain him, were unable so to do, is this control and restraint 
j expected from Mr. Hastings, who was his confidant, 
and whose corrupt transactions he could at any time discover 
to the world ? My worthy colleague has traced the whole 
of ^Ir. Hastings’s bribe account, in the most clear and siitin- 
fnetory manner, to Gunga Govin Sing— him first— him hitjl 
. —him midgt, and without end. If wo fail of _tho con ’ 
of the prisoner at your bar, your lordships will not 
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quitted Hr Haitingi merdjr, but you ■will confirm all 
robbenea and rupmeB of Gtmga Gtmn Ring You will re- 
cognise him as a laithiiil Goramor of India. Tes, my lords, 
let Ui rejoice in this men. Lot us adopt hrm as emr own. 
Let our country, lot this Hoose, be proud of him I If Mr 
Hastnigi can bo acquitted, we must admit Qunga Gkmn 
Bing’s gOTemment to bo tho peateat bleoaing that erer hip- 
pened to manlniid. But if Grtmra Goym Bing’s gOTornmeit 
DO the greatest onrso that oyer o^ell sufienng humanity, ts 
we assert it to hare been, tbore u the Tnjpx that placed him 
m it , there ii his father, his godfather, first author and 
ongm of nil theao erils and camimbea. My lords, remeonbor 
Dmngeporo} remember the bribe of £40,000 which Gunga 
Gorin Bing procured for Mr Hastings m that pronneo, and 
the subsequent horror of that aceno. 

But, my lords, do you extend your oonfidenoe to GunM 
Gonn Sing P Kot eren the face of tins man, to whom the 
reranaesofthe Compaq, together with the eetatee, fenriunas, 
reuutstaons, and liree af*^^ inhabitants of that eoontnr srero 
dA rei e d orer, is known m those prtmncee. He resides at 
Oalcetta, and is reprcMnted ^ a vane^ of under agents. 
Ho you know Gonn QboeeP Ho you know Ifundalol f Do 
youmaow the whole tribe of peeulatoriLwbom Mr Hasbnrt 
calls his faithful domostio semnts P Do you know all the 
persons that Gunga Gonn Bmff must employ in the ranoui 
ramificatumi of the rorenoee throughout all the prorinces P 
Aro you prepared to trust all thsse r Hie board of re>enue 
has confessed that it oould not control them. Mr Hastmgs 
himself could not couferol them. The cstahbshment of this 
system was like Bm's opening the gates of h^ { hke her he 
«rald open the gate, but to shut, as Milton sari, exceeded 
his power The f o r me r establishments, if defectiTe, or if 
ibusee wore found in them, might hare been conected. 
Tbere was at least the means ol deteodng and punishing 
abuse. Baf' Hastiugs destroyed the meani of doing 
either, by putting the wtoTo country into the hinds of Gunga 
Gonn Sing 

Now, hanng seen all theae things dona, look to the s> 
count. Tourlordihlps will now be pleased to look at this 
Dosineas as a mere account of rere u ue. You wijl fioi 
eompoung the three years in winch Mr Hastings was <a ths 
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minority -mtli tlie tliree years after the appointment of tliw 
committee, that the assessment upon the country increased^ 
but that the revenue vras diminished ; and you -ivill also fmd, 
which is a matter that ought to astonish you, that the ex- 
penses of the collections were increased by no less a sum 
than £500,000. You may judge from this w'hat riot there 
was in rapacity and ravage, both amongst the European and 
native agents, but chiefly amongst the natives ; for Mr. 
Hastings did not divide the greatest part of this spoil among 
the Company’s servants, but among this gang of black de- 
pendants. 

These accounts are in pages 1273 and 1274 of your min- 
utes. My lords, weighty indeed would have been the charge 
brought before your lordships by the Commons of Great 
Britain, against the prisoner at your bar, if they had fixed 
upon no other crime or misdemeanour than that which 1 am 
now pressing upon you. His throwing off the allegiance of 
the Company, his putting a black master over himself, and 
his subjecting the whole of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa, the 
whole of the Company’s servants, the Company’s revenues, 
the Company’s farms, to Gimga Govin Siog. But, my lords, 
it is a very curious and remarkable thing, that we have traced 
this man as Mr. Hastings’s bribe broker up to the time of the 
. noinination of this committee ; we have traced him through 
a regular series of bribery ; he is bir. Hastings’s bribe broker 
at Patna ; he is hir. Hastings’s bribe broker at Huddea ; he 
is his bribe broker at Dinagepore ; we find him his bribe 
•broker in all these places ; but from the moment that this 
committee was constituted, it became a gulf in which the 
prevention, the detection, and the correction of all kind of 
abuses were sunk and lost for ever. Erom the time when 
this committee and Gunga Govin Sing were appointed, you 
do not find«one word more of Mr. Hastings’s bribes. Had 
he then ceased to receive any ? or where are you to look for 
them P You are to look for them in that £500,000 excess of 
expense in the revenue department, affd in the rest of all that 
corrupt traffic of Gunga Govin Sing, of which wo gave you 
^ecimens at the time we proved his known bribos to you. 
These are nothing but index hands to point out io you tlio 
immense -moss, of corruption which hau its origir and wan 
daily accumulating in these nroviuces, under > Y^'iction 



882 


VFZEOIt tS tlEB TM-FWi nTTU-firt oi 


quitted Mr Hoituiga merdy, but you Trill confirm iH the 
robbcricfl end ramne* of Oimga Gorm Sing Ton ttiII re. 
oogm*e bim m a faithfti] Qovomor of India. Te«, my lor^ 
let ui r^oice m thu man. I<et ui adopt Inm u mir cnm. 
Let our county, let thm House, be proud of him I If Mr 
HaBtmgi can be acquitted, wo must admit Gungn Gonn 
Bing'i gorernmeiit to be tbo greateat bleomg that erer hajK 
peiiM to TTinnlnnd. But if Gonga Qorm Sin^e goremmaot 
bo the greoteet cuiae that erer wfeU auffonTg humanity, *• 
we auert It to bare been, thoro la the roan th^ placed him 
In it t there u hiB father, hia god&ther, the fint author and 
ongin of all theee eriU and cabumtiee. My lords, remember 
Hmflgtmare , remember the bribe of £40,000 wicb Gunga 
Gonn Bing procured for Mr Haatmgi m that prormco, and 
the vubsoquent horror of that scene. 

But, my lords, do you extend your eoufidemoe to Guiim 
G ona Bag P Not eren the £sc» of tha man, to whom tSs 
Ttrenues of the Compai^, together with the evtatee, fortunes, 
reputationt, and Irrea of the mhabitanis of that ooantrr were 
dwrered orer, is known lu those pronneea. He resides at 
CUcQti^ and u represented ^ a raring of under agmta. 
Ho you know Gonn Qhoso P Do yon know Nundalol r Do 
you know the whole tribe of peoulators, whom Mr HaithiA 
calls ius &ithfhl domeitio eerrents f Do you know aQ the 
persons that Gunga Gorin Smg must employ m the rsnous 
ramificatious of the rerennoB toroualiont all tie pronneet ? 
Are you prepared to trust all feese r The board of rerrnuo 
baa ooufessed that it could not oontrol them. Mr Hastmgi 
could not control them. The establishment of thu 
system was Uke Sin's opening the gates of beB } like her be 
could open the goto, but to shut, as MBton btb, exceeded 
bis power The former establishments, if defectiTe, or if 
abuses were found m them, might hare boefl eorrorted. 
There was at least the means of detecting snd pumsbing 
abuse. Bit Mr HastmCT destroyed the means of doing 
either, by putting the whole country mto the bands of Gunga 
Gorm Sing 

Now, haring Been ell these tbinga done, look to the a^ 
count. Tourwrdsbips will now bo pleased to look st this 
buiinast os a mere account of r ei e nne. Ton wljl find, on 
comparing the three years m whi^ Mr Hastings was fn tbs 
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TiPTisea of the collections \vere mcreased by no less a sum 
fliiTi £500 000 Ton may judge from tins ^Yhat not there 
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native agents, but chiefly amongst the Batiyes ; for ilr. 

Hastings did not divide the greatest part of this spoil 

the Company’s servants, but among this gang ot black de- 

^ These accounts are in pages 1273 and 1274 of your min- 
utes. My lords, weighty indeed would have been the clinrge 
brought before your lordships by the Commons of Great 
Britain, against the prisoner at your bar, if they had fixed 
upon no other crime or misdemeanour than that which 1 am 
now nressing upon you. His throwing off the' allegiance of 
the Company, his putting a black master over himself,- and 
his subjecting the whole of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa, tho 
whole of the Company’s servants, the Coinpany’s revenues, • 
the Company’s farms, to Gunga Govin Sing. But, my lords, 
it is a very curious and remarkable thing, that we have traced 
this man as Mr. Hastings’s bribe broker up "to the -time of the 
nomination of this committee ; we have traced him through 
a regular series of bribery ; he is Mr. Hastings’s bribe broker 
at Patna j he is Mr. Hastings’s bribe broker at Huddea •, he 
is his bribe broker at Hinagepore ; we find him his bribe 
broker in all these places •, hnt from the moment that this 
committee was constituted, it became a gulf in which the 
prevention, the detection, and the correction of all kind of 
abuses were sunk and lost for ever. Prom the time when 
this committee and Gunga Govin Sing were appointed, yon 
do not find^ne word more of Mr. Hastings’s bribes. Had 
thpm?^ to receive any ? or where are you to look for 
them ? You are to look for them in that £600 000 excess of 

i .pcciLm rt fte ieHi. I 

\ 
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of Hf Hagfaogi. And oan jon thmir, and can we talt at 
n>^ tnmactLons, mtbonfc feeling emotKmB of 
and horror not to be deecribed P Oan we coDt e mph& inch 
BOffliei M theae— can we look upon tbo#e deeolated prormcea 
— Tqwn a country ao niTtiged-^ people to nabdoed—Ma- 
bomedanv Gento^ onr own conn l^in en iS tnunpkd under 
foot "by tin* tymut ( aaa rre do thia without grraig arprea- 
idon to thoee feelmgs which, after wnnrmfmg tis fcn Me, 
will comfort \:i when we die^ and will form our beat port in 

imn thfiT p 

My lords, I aza now at tbe last day of ay endeartniTt to 
inspire yoor lordthra with a joct aenee of tKeae unexampled 
atroGitiee. I hare rad a neat eoM^dopedia of enmea to deal 
with , I will get through them ai aocn ae I can f and I piny 
roar lardihipe to hel^re, that if 1 ouut anyttuom it is to 
time I aaenuoe it , that it u to want of strength X soeriJIce 
it ] that it u to neeestaW, and not &om aigr deaptor of making, 
fr^ the records and from tbe ondence, matter so omitted as 
blank as anything that I hare ret bron^t before you. 

The next thing of which I hare to remind your Its^isHpa 
reapectins theae hUck agenfa of the prisoner is, that we find 
him,jaftWbTe hh depaftoare&omln^rccommendmg three 
of them-^Gunga Gorm Smg, Gnnga Ghooe, and Kunajilol— 
as peraons fit and neceacary to be rewarded for thar semeea 
by the Company Now your lordship* will find that, of these 
faithM domeobo eemnta, them is not one of them who was 
not eoneerned in these enonnoos bxibene*, and in betraymu 
them own nabre and natural master If I had time for it, I 
beboTp I oould trace ere^ person to be, in proportion to lir 
Hfl^ange ■ confidence m mm, tbe author of some ffreat rillnnr 
Theae penon* he thmVM had not been sufficient^ rewarded, 
and airoordin^y be reoounneDds to the board, as his dying 
legacy, pronoon for theee laithfiil, attached serrants of hit, 
omi particularly for Gunga Gonn Smg The manniir in 
which this man was to be rewarded Tmikrs a pert of the bit* 
tory of theae tmnseotJoSis, as eanoia periup* as was erer ex* 
hibited to the worid- Tour Jardthip* wili find it in page 
2941 ofyour miautcfc 

Hie ^jah of Bmagepore waa a child at that time 
rieren years eJi and uad succeeded to the B ^ hth ip ^ 
what Tnawna I asy nothing when be was aboat At* 
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old He is made to apply to Mr. Hastinra for Imc In 
■grant a very oonsidei-able part ot bis estate to. G™Sa G»™ 
itog, as a reward for Ws services. Ttese Bemces conld only 
be Inown to the Bajnb’o '““je i^ed it of at 

.east £40,000, the bribe given to Mr. Hastings. But tlio 
BaiaVe family is so little satisfied vatlv this bountifvil niid 
'iberal donation to &nnga Govin Sing, tliat tbw dwiro Ibat 
severd pergunnahs or farms, that are mentioned in uic appli- 
cation made to the council, should he separated from tho 
family estate and given to this iiian. Such was^this cxtinor- 
' dinary gratitude ; gratitude not for money received, hut for 
money taken away ; a species of gratitude uukuoiim in any 
part of the world hut iu India ; gratitude pervading cver^’ 
branch of the family *, his mother coming forward and peti- 
tioning likeivise that her son should he disiuherited ; his 
uncle, the natural protector and guardian of his minority, 
coming forward, and petitioning most earnestly that his 
nephew should be disiuherited ; aU the family join in one 
voice of supplication to Mr. Hastings that Gun^a Goidn Sing 
may have a very large and considerable part ot their family 
estate given to him. Mr. Hastings, after declaring that cer- 
tain circumstances respecting this property, which arc men- 
tioned in his minutes, were to his knowledge true, hut which 
your lordships upon examination will find to be false, and 
Msified in every particular, recommends in the strongest 
manner to the hoard a compliance •with this application. 
He was at this time on the eve of his departure from India, 
in haste to pro'vide for his faithful servants ; and he well 
knew that this his last act would he held binding upon his 
successors, who were devoted to him. 

Here, indeed^ is genuine and heroic gratitude ; gratitude 
for money received, not for money taken away ; and yet this 
grati^de was towards a person who had paid Hmself out of 
the benefit which had been conferred, at the expense of a 
TOird party. Bor Gunga Govin Sing had kept for himself 
^0,000 out of £40,000 taken fropi the Bajah. Bor this 
raeat, stated by Mr. Larkins to be such, and allowed by Mr. 

® perfect knowledge 
i committed upon the public (for he 

pretends that the money was meant for the OompanyL makoa 
thiejup^cation to his colleagues, and departs.^ ^ 

Sc 
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After lil« departure, Gnn^ Germ Bm^ retying upon the 
ccntmnaixce ca tbo ooiropt mflnmm ‘which he bed g«TTv*jT , 
had the unpudonce to come forward end demand the eonflr- 
matjcm of thii grant hj- the oooncil generth The cotunal, 
though willing to accede to llx Hartm^’e propoeitjon, were 
itopped m a moment by petitiani mreb more naturaL but of 
a direct oontraiy tenor The poor inftnt Bajeth rnaea hia 
one* not to be depnred of bia i^enlanee ; his motber come* 
fonrard^and conjnrea the eotmeil not to oppreM bor eon and 
WTong her family ) the unde comet and mppheatea the board 
to aaTe from mm theee denoted Ticbma winch were under 
hii protection AH theee ooonter-petibons oome before the 
council, while the ink u baxdlj dry upon the petihona which 
Mr HastingB had left behmd him, as proofi of the dmre of 
tha fstmly to be dmnbented m CaTOur of Gnnga Gorin Smgj 
Upon the receipt of theee remonatrancee, the boerd could nbt 
proceed in the burin eea, and accordingty Gtmga Gtmn Smg 
waa defeated. 

Bat Gunga Germ Soy wie unwilling to quit fail prey 
And what doee he do f — I denre yonr lordihq* ^ coimder 
aenouaty the reply of Gunn Gorm Sn^ u it appeen town 
your mmotea. — It u a bold aiutwar deniec cie ri^t of 
the Ba^ to tbeee eatstea. *aya he, all p roper ty m thia 
eo un trr dgpenda upon the win of your toTwnmont j how 
came toia Ki^'b omily into poaBeaeian of tbia great lamin* 
diiy P 'Why, th^ got it at flrat by the mare laToiir of go 
Temment. Tie whole waa an miquitouB trenaaction Te^ 

1M a frmily toat m aome former age haa robbed othera, and now 
let me rob them In auppoit of thii claim be adda the ei> 
latenee of other precedentB ( namelr, that many de^a or 
mutsaddiea and banyana at Calcutta h^ as be aaya, got po*> 
aeetKHi of tiie Unde of other people, without any pretence of 
right — ^Why ahould not I P Good God, what preoedenU are 
tlmae I— Tour lordBiupe ahall now hear raiynannL or twti* 

which, aince Mr Haatingria unTal to England, thia 
“Ryt been mdoeed ^ aend to the Oonroai^ from India, 
anoyou wiQ judge then of the ateto inwHoh Sir HaattoCT 
haa left th^ country Hearkeit my lorda, I pray yoxL to the 
razynama of thia man, from whom £40,000 waa taxen by 
Mr Haatingf and Gunga Gonn firng, and agamat whom an 
attezapt was Tnfuli'h the peteone to de^re him of hii 
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ifiLlieritance. Listen to this razynama, and then judge of all 
the other testimonials -which have been produced on the part 
of the prisoner at your bar. His counsel rest upon them — 
they glory in them, and -we shall not abate them one of these 
precious testimonials. They put the voice of grateful India 
against the voice of ungrateml England. Ho-w, hear what 
grateful India says, after our having told you for what it was 
so grateful. 

I, Eadaunat, zemindar of pergunnah Havelly Penjuna, 
&c., commonly c^ed Dinagepore : — ^As it has been learnt by 
the mutseddies and the respectable officers of my zemindary 
that the ministers of England are displeased with the late 
G-ovemor, Warren Hastings, Esq., upon the suspicion that he 
oppressed us, took money from us by deceit and force, and 
rumed the country ; therefore, we, upon the strength of our 
religion, which we think it incumbent on and necessary for 
us to abide by, following the rules laid down in giving evi- 
dence, declare the particulars of the deeds of Warren Hast- 
ings, Esq., full ot circumspection and caution, civility and 
justice, superior to the conduct of the most learned ; and by' 
representing what is fact, wipe away the doubts that have 
possessed the minds of the ministers of England. That Mr. 
Hastings is possessed of fidelity and confidence, and yielding 
protection to us ; that he is clear of the contamination of 
mistrust and -wrong, and his mind is free of covetousness or 
avarice. During the time of his administration, no one saw 
other conduct than that of protection to the husbandmen and 
justice ; no inhabitant ever experienced afflictions ; no one 
ever felt oppression from him ; our reputations have always 
been guarded from attacks by his prudence, and our families 
hav6 always been protected by his justice.” 

9 

Good God! my lords , — “our families protected ly his jus- 
tice !'' What! after Gunga Govin Sing, in concert with 
Mr. Hastings, had first robbed him of*£40,000, and then haf 
attempted to snatch, as it were, out of the mouths of babes 
and sucklings the inheritance of their fathers, and to deprive 
this infant of a great part of his family estate ! Here is a 
child elevep years old, who never could have seen. Mr. Hast- 
ings ; *who could know nothing of him but from the heary 
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band of oppieolon, afllichoii, u TO B g, nd rotbenr, broufjht to 
bear toatonoux to the Yirtae* of it Haatmgi before a Bn 
tiah parilftipeat. Sadi u tbe f<Tnfld>mwi they r e po ee a then* 

S of haTiDg bribed tbe Biglfab nation by tbe TnirboTM and 
cmi of money, tbe coontlen lacks of rtipeea, poured mio 
it fiom India, that they had dared to bring tfiu poor robbed 
mfeint to be^ teatnnoDy to the character of Mr Hastings, 
Tbeee are tbe tbmgi -which are to be oppoeed to the maw of 
endonco -whiob the Honae of Oommoat bring agamit tine 
man , endenoe nrhloh they bring fixim ha own ao&, ha own 
imtmg, and hia own records , • dond of testoony frmmbed 
by himself^ in support of choigos brought forward and urged 
by ns agreeably to the magmtude of hu emnes, with the 
horror -wnioh is inspired by main, and with the contempt due 
to this pahry attempt towards 1:^ defence — which had 

dared to prodoce from the bamds of an hiTant but eWea 
yean old whtm Mir Hastings (juitted that eoantry 
But to proceed -with the rasysama He nerer omitted 
the casHm instance oT kmdnece towards na, but healed the 
wounds of despair with the selre of eonsolaticm, tw mecmi of 
his benerolent and kmd behimonr, nerer pennittmg one of 
us to sink into the pit <if doepandonce , he eapportad ereiy 
one by his goodness, orereet the desrigns of eru minded men 
by Ids anthontj, tieo tbe hand of opprcscumwi^ the stroi^ 
est bandage of jostiee, and by thw means expanded toe 
plMgmtr sppearonce of happmeo and joy orer us ; m reCstah> 
bshed joaiace and imparSi^W "W^e were during his goTOTw 
ment mthe enjoment of parfw bappmeas and ease, and many 
of na are t Kankfa i end aatiafled. ^ 3£r Hastings -was well 
aeqijainted inth ocr tDanDfira and nntoona, he was alwiys 
dearous in ereiy reapect of doing whaterer wotild preseire 
our rdigumi ritei, and guard them against erery kind of t> 
odent and injury | and at all tunaa protected oa,* TVhoterer 
we hflre eipwieiccd from Hm, and -whaterer hamwned from 
him, we hare -wrrttan without decdt or enggeiaWi/’ 


My lords, before I take leoro of tbla efEairof britics and of 
the great brib©.bTokBrj let me just offer a remark to sum 
Wdsnipa upon one curioui tranaactiom My lorda, we bate 
ehargod a bribe taken from the Nabob of Oude. and we ba re 
staM the cotrupt and scandalous pr o crst dl o g -iraich attrodsd 
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it. I thought I had done "vvitli Oudc ; but gs there is a 
golden cham between all the virtues, so there is a golden 
chain which links together all the vices. Mr. Hastings, ns 
yon have seen, and ns my honourable colleague has fully 
opened it to you, received a, bribe or corrupt present from the 
Nabob of Oude, in September, 1781. "Wo heard no more of 
this bribe than what we had stated (no other trace of it over 
appearing in the Company’s records, except in a private letter 
written by Mr. Hastings to the court of directors, and after- 
wards in a communication such as you have heard through. 
Mr. LarMns), till October, 1783. 

But, my lords, we have since discovered, through and in 
consequence of the violent disputes which took place between 
Mr. Hastings and the clan of residents that were in Oude, 
the resident of the Company, hir. Bristow, the two residents 
of Mr. Hastings, Mr. Middleton and Mr. Johnson, and the 
two residents sent by him to watch over all the rest. Major 
Palmer and Major Davy, — upon quarrels, I say, between 
them, we discovered that Mr. hCddleton had received the offer 
of a present of £100,000 in February, 1782. This circum- 
stance is mentioned in a letter of I\Ir. hliddleton’s, in which 
he informs Mr. Hastings that the Nabob had destined such a 
sum for him. 

Now the first thing that will occur to your lordships, upon 
such an affair, will be a desire to Imow what it was that in- 
duced the Nabob to make this offer. It was but in the Sep- 
tember preceding that Mr. Hastings had received, for his 
private use, as the Nabob conceived, so bountiful a present as 
£100,000 ; what motive then could he have liad in February 
to offer him another £100,000 ? — This man, at the time, was 
piercing heaven itself with the cries of despondency, despair, 
beggary, and ruin. You have seen that he was forced to rob 
his own :^mily, in order to satisfy the Company’s demands 
upon him ; and yet this is precisely the time when he thinks 
proper to offer £100,000 to Mr. Hastings. Does not the mind 
of every man revolt, whilst he esylaims, and say, "What ! 
another £100,000 to Mr. Hastings I "W hat reason had the 
Nabob to think Mr. Hastings so monstrously insatiable, thak 
having but the September before received £100,000, he must 
give him another in February ? — My lords, he must in the 
intgrval’.have threatened the N abob with some horrible catas- 
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trophj^ from iriiich be irai to rede em hnneelf br tbk 
rnment. Tou ata nrngn no other motire fijr Iili mrmffit 
^V^e know not what aiuwer 21 I> HMtmgM to Mr Hid* 
dleton npon that oocasian, but ire flndfliflt m the ytxt 1788 
Mr EawmgBaaMrtithathoeeDtapl^orPsliDaraiidMmoT 
DaTf, to pereoide tbs Nabob to tranefar tfeu pnseent, wbicb 
the Nabob mtanded for him, to the Oompei^s corTioe. So* 
mark, my lords the yro g re M of tba affinr. In a formal ftoca* 
sabon preferred agamBt Mr Mldd^toci, be obarge* him mth 
obitnu^ing thu dongn of huL Tn tim aoctmbcoi, 117 kcrdit 
yon find him at once m the euxuroM dtMnatcr of proesector, 
witneu, and jodge. 

l«et ni tee how he oomporta 1nmw»lf I ■hiTI only atate to 
yon onrof the artiolea of ua impeaoluiMeDt. It ia w third 
charge j jt la in page 1267 of ytrar lordah™’ minotea ►— 
“ For aeadiM repeatedly to the Ylser and io faza jmniMtfiT ^ 
Hyder Shin, to adnae them agamet tranafemog the ten 
la^ of mpees intendsd at a preeent to tbe Qoremoff- 
QexnrahtotheCaxapany'taeeomDt, aa it wind d be a precedent 
for farther detoanda, which if the Ylzier did not refoae in the 
firat frifftenm, the goremmant wonld nerer ooiae to hazaaa 
him far money ” 

flnt thing that will o o car to ytmr lordahipa la an as* 
eertion of ^e aecnaer'a .— ** 1 am morally certain that ^y« 
daada or eaaeta for ten lacka, mtber in aaaignmeot of Uod or 
m bma, had been prepared, 1 ^ wm m the charge or pcaw** 
aion of Mr MlddletorL, beforo Mmor I^dmer’i amra],uidleA 
with Mr. JohneoD on Mr hfidd&ton'a departure.” 

My lotdi, here u an aceuaabon that ^ Middleian had 
aotn^yrecerred money, mtber in biUaor aaaetaof tome kmd 
orother] and that^npcmqnittmgbiareBidonfj, he had banded 
it OTor to hit aaccesaor, Mr Johoacei. Hem are then frets 
amerted, and ww moat aappoee subataatisted. ^em h a 
mm of money to be aocoant^ for, in which there n a gross 
malTeraation directly diargod as to tbeee portiealara, m Mr 
Haatmgs'a opinion. Mr. Maepharaon, another membCT of the 
council, haa declared thar be imdeTstood at the time, that the 
ton lacks were actnallT deponted in bills that it was not 
a mere ofier pfda by the Nabob to pay such a tom from the 
fbtnre rerenne of the country Mr Hastings has tbeee frets 
dhidoeedtohlm. Hededaresthatbewas “woraf^/tertafn” 
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of it: tl\nt IP, ns corloin nsnmnn cnn l>cof miything.^l'C'cnopo 
pin'picnl cctiit^ido (loop not belong (opueb junttcr?. Tin* lirpt 
thing you 'wiU nnlumlly ush is, AYliy (h^cp he not n*<k Mr. 
tTohnpon ho^v he hnd dipjiopctlof tlmt nuniey Avhich ^Ir. Mitl* 
dlclon Imd put in his Imndn? He does no inich ihitjg ; he 
pnspcs over it totnlly, as if it wre no p!irl of the nmtter in 
question, nnd the nccupntion mxninst Mr, iMithllelou t-’mii- 
nnlcs in the innnner you will there find sitnted. AV hi'U Mr. 
Johnson is nshed, AVhy wns not that inoncv nj>j>lit d to the 
Companj‘’s son'ico? lie boldly pteps forwnrif, and says, 1 pn'* 
vented it from being so npplieil. 3 1 nev(‘r was, it never ought 
to bavo been so applied ; such an appropriation of money to 
bo taken from the Kabob would linve been cnomions upon 
that occasion. 

What then docs Air. llastinp do ? Does be examine Air, 
Aliddlcton upon the sidyect.wno charges biniPelf with bnvinc: 
received the monev f — Air. Aliddlcton was at that very timo 
in Calcutta, called down thither by Afr. Hnsling.s himHelf. 
One would naturally expect that ho* would call tipon him 1<» 
explain for what purjioso ho left the money with Mr. .lolm- 
son. He did no Buoh tiling. Pid ho oxnmitte Mr. dohnson 
.himself, who wn.s charged ivith having rert-iviHl the money 
from Air. Aliddlcton ? Pid bo ask him what be Imd done 
with that money ? Not one word. Pid he send for Major 
Palmer and Alnjor Pavy to account for it ? No. 3did he e.’ill 
any shroff, any banker, any one person concerned in the pay- 
ment of the money ; or any one jmrson in the management 
of the revenue ? No, not one, Pircclly in the face of his 
own assertions, directly contrary to his moral conviction of 
the fact that the money had been actually deposited, be tries 
Air. Johnson collusively and obliquely ; not upon the account 
of what was done with the money, but why it was prevent cd 
from being applied to Ibe Company’s service ; and be acquits 
• him in a manner that (taking the whole of it together) will 
give your lordships the finest idea possible of a Bengal judi- 
cature, as exercised by Air. Hastings. 

“I am not sorry,” says be, “that Air. Johnson chose to 
defeat my intentions, since it would have added to the Nabob’s 
distresses, but ■u'ith no immediate relief to the Com])any. 
If in bis^own breast be can view the secret motives of this 
transactibn, and on their testimony approve it, I also acquit 
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him — Hefoifol God! Her® u a roso aocused if yiW 
arhol®® of unpcachmeDt. The accuse declares he la nrarallr 
certain that tne money hod been received, hut waa prerented 
from being applied to ita deatmatiOD ly the person acenfied, 
and he acquits hlirL Doe® be acquit him from his errn 
knowled^, or from any endence ? Ko , but be apphe* to 
the man’s «maaienc®,tLnd asya, if you m. your conaewne® can 
acc^ yourtelfi I aajuit ytm. 

Hecre then u a proceeding, tbe most asionnhiug and 
ahamelea that perhaps was erer witnessed , a court ti^ug a 
man for a delinquency and imsapphcetion of money, deatm^ 
m tbe first inst^ce, lor the use of the judge, but wbieh b® 
declares ought, m own opinion, to m eet sport for the 
publla nae , and which be was desiroua of cpjujing to the 
Ooropany'a eemee, without repard to his own mterartj and 
then the lodge deolarmg be u not aony that bis ptupooe 
bad been definted by tbe aceused. Instead, boworer, 
of ceuBun^ the aeouaed^be applies to tbe man's own coo* 
saetice *^I>osB your eansoence, laye be, acquit yon of 
banng acted wrong P 'Hie ectmed makes no rep^} and 
thenTlr Hastuigs,byaiih7potbeticsleonolncon,aoqaTtahiin. 

Mr Hastingi IS aoensed py tbe Oomiocna, for that hani^ 
a moral oertamty of the money’s being into tided for his um, 
be would not hare ocased to inquire mto tbe sotoal appbe»> 
tiou of it. but from some ootrupt motire and mtentron. With 
this be is ehan^ He eomes before you to bis 
fence Mr huddleion is m England. Does he call Mr 
ICddloton to explain it becreP Does he caiU upon Mr John- 
son, who was the other day m tbii oour^ to accooni few it P 
“Wby did be nob when be sent for these eurjerua papers and 
testmomalfl to Palmer (the person oothomed, as hi 

pretends, by him to resign all protenaiciQB to tbe money 
proourap. send for M^or Palmer, who is tbe peteon that 
accused him m this hntmeas F 'Why not send for mm to bear 
Bome testimony respecting ftp No; be had tun® enought 
but at no one tme,Bad innoQneplace,did bedo thjs\ there^ 
for® the imputation of tb® foulest oomiption stta^ies upon 
him , jobi^ W1& til® InftimT of a coDutoy® pcosecnticsi, in* 
Btitutad tbe sake of a cc^osire acquittah 

Haying explained to your lordships the nature, and dctailea 
tbe arenmatanees, aa fat a*w® sie acquaint witif them, of 
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this fraudulent transaction, vre have only further to remind 
you that, though Mr.' Middleton ^vas declared guilt)* of five 
of the six charges brought against him by IMr. jSastings, yet 
the next thing you hear is, that Mr. Hastings, after declaring 
that this conduct of Mr. Middleton bad been very bad, and 
that the conduct of the other servants of the Company con- 
cerned ■with him had been ten times •worse, he directly ap- 
points him to one of the most honourable and confidentiai 
offices the Company had to dispose of — he sends him ambas- 
sador to the Nizam ; to give to all the courts of India a 
specimen of the justice, honour, and decency of the British 
government. 

My lords, -with regard to the bribe for the entertainment^ 
I only beg leave to make one observation to you upon that 
article. I could say, if the time -would admit it, a great deal 
upon that subject ; but I -wish to compress it, and I shall 
therefore only recommend it in generM to your lordships’ 
' deliberate consideration. The covenant subsisting between 
the Company and its servants -was made for the express pur- 
pose of putting an end to all such entertainments. By this 
convention it is ordered that no presents exceeding £200 
shall be accepted upon any pretence for an entertainment. 
The covenant -was intended to put an end to the custom of 
receiviog money for entertainments, even -when -visiting an 
independent oriental prince. But your lordships Icnow that 
the Nabob -was no pnnce, but a poor, miserable, undone de- 
pendant upon the Company. The present -was abo taken 
by Mr. Hastings at a time when ho went upon the cruel 
commission of cutting down the Nabob’s allowance from 
£'4i00,000 to £260,000 — and when ho was reducing to beg- 
gary thousands of persons who were dependent for bread upon 
the Nabob, and ruining perhaps forfy thousand others. I 
shall say no more upon that subject, though, in truth, it is a 
thing upon which much observation might bo made. 

I sh^ now pass on to another article connociod with, 
though not ma^g a direct part of, •that of corrupt bribery ; 
I mean the swindhng subterfuges by which ho has attoinpl,()(l 
to justify his corrupt practices. At one time ho doienda 
them by pleading the necessities of his own affiiirs, as wlien 
he takes,presents and entertainments avowedly for bin own 
profits. At another time ho defends them by pleading th« 
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goodjttM of hu IntentionB. He intended, be IS71, to ghe tbe 
moneT to the Oompany Hi* lait plee has eomething In it 
(widen iball 1 n cf a more awful or of a more aVnAmfd 
duracto^ or of boto. In the aeUlement of Hb public ao* 
eoxmt before be left India, be tah» credit for a bond wid^ 
be bad reeeired from Hobkiaam, upon tome aoeount or other 
He then retunu to Hngknd. and w^ doea bedoP Fay offF 
Ho. Giro up the bond to the Oconpaay f Ho. He nyt, 1 
will aooount to tbe OompanT for tbla money ; and when oe 
oomee to aire tbia account of tbe expenditure of tbu moo^. 
TOUT lordihm will not be a little aitotnibed at the itema of 
& One if for founding a Mabomedan eoHege. It ii a tgit 
atrange that Hobk^ein, who u a Gentoo, ahcnld 
be empWed^ Mr Haatmga to found a Mabomedan coQeoa 
V© allow Mr Haatinga, who la a Cbriatian, or would bo 
tbongbt a Ohnaton, to grow pooua at last ) and as many 
otber* bare done who hare apent tbeor Hrea in fraud, repa* 
dty, and pecolatian, to aeekamendj,and to expiate hJaenme* 
by ebflntable found sti, one. Ht^, we will auppoao Hr Sait* 
hw to hare taben it into hia bead to torn Mabomedan 
(GantooheoouldDOt),and to bare dedigned by a Mabomedan 
fbuzidatioo to hit offsneea. ^ it eo; oTit why afacaild 

HobkoKin pay for it P ^e will j>hm orer thoa alaa Bui when 
yo ur lordahipt ebaB boor of wh^ nature that fcamdaticpwai, 
I bebere you will aHov that a more extraerdmary biitoiy 
nerer did appear In tbe wodd. 

In tbe place, be itated to tbe ocrcmoil on tbe IStb of 
Ajffil, 1781, that in ie month of Horomber, 1780, a petition 
waa preeented to bm by a oounderable number of Moml* 
men ; in complianee with which tbk Mabomedan eoQe^ 
appear* to bare been £7aiided. It amt appear* from m* 
■ tRijmimf that m ^e April fcBowing (tbat ^ witbm about 
BX montbe after tbe foundation), many itudenti hpd flnifhed 
ihdr edneatjon. You eoo what a hot-bed tribe^ and cor- 
ruption i* 1 our unirereitie* cannot ftroah ot edocatKin in 
ail year*. In India thoyMm cantpkted it witb^di month*, 
aim hare their decreet. > 

Mr Haafang* aaya^ I mto aUOTOited thii e d a bUibmwi t to 
tfita tjffifl atmy ownexponae 4 1 deaire tba Company wfll now 
defrmrthe charge of iL He then calculate* what the m- 
I were j be caJbulatc* that tjie buHduig would edat about 
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£6 000 ana lie gets from the Company a bond to raise money 
for paying' tbis^^O, 000. Ton ^ave the biitog 

now a^^e public expense, and;^. Hastings stdl sta^ 
charged with the expense of the college for six months. He 
thenVoposes that a tract of land should be given for the 
coUege, to the vdue of about 3,000 odd poun^ a year , imd 
that m the mean time there should be a cextam sum allOTtea 
for its expenses. After this Mr. Hastings writes aletter from 
the Ganges to the Company, in which he says not a word 
about the expense of the bunding ; but says that the college 
was founded and maintained at his own expense, though it 
was thought to be maintained by the Company ; and he fixes 
the commencement of the expense in September, 1779. But 
after all, we find that the very professor who was to be set- 
tled there never so much as arrived in Calcutta, or showed 
his face there, till some time afterwards. And look at Air. 
Larkins’s private accounts, and you will find that he charges 
the expense to have commenced not until October, 1781. It 
is no error, because it runs through and is so accounted in the 
whole ; and it thus appears that he has charged, falsely and 
fraudulently, a year more for that establishment than it cost 
him . 

At last then, when he was coming away (for I' hasten to 
the condusion of an affair, ludicrous indeed in some respects, 
but not unworthy of your lordships’ consideration), “ after 
remark^ that he had experienced for three years the utility 
of this institution, he recommends that they will establish a 
fund for £3,000 a year for it, and give it to the master,” "He 
had left Gunga Govin Sing as a (Jentoo legacy, and he now 
leaves the Mussulmen as a Mahomedan legacy, to the Com- 
pany. Tour lordships shall now hear what was the upshot 
of the whole. The Company soon afterwards hearing that 
this Colley was hecome'the 'greatest nnisance in Caicntta. 
and that it had raised the cries of all the inhabitants against 
It, one of their se^mts, a Mr. Chapman, was deputSd by 
the Governor, Sir John Shore, to ^mmine into it, And yoim' 
lordskps will find the account he gives of it in your minJtes. 
Ito short, my lords, we find that this was a seminary of roh- 
bere, house-breakers, imd every nuisance to socie^ so that 

^ ^ the master, 

rompdel Ihe whole. Tour lordships will now judge S 
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goodaen of bii inteittkinB. He int«Dded, be to ^ 
noD^ to the Oompcnj. £Qi last plea baa •ometbij^' 
(wMoi eball I laj r) ca^ mare a^rft^ or of a more ibt^ 
oham-trr. or of bouL In tbo aettlement of hia ^ 
eonnt before be left Tni^ia, be takea credit for a bond 
be had receired from Nobkiaain, npon some accooni 
He then retmni to EnrianiL and ^rbat doea be do F 
No. Gire ig) the bond to the Oottpan/ f No, HoL 
will accotmt to the Oompanr for tbu nKney^ I and tP 
cornea to nre tl>tw account oil tbe expenditore of tbii i 
^’onr lorduipa will not be a Httle aaionzabed at the 
it. One if lor founding a Uabomedan college. It it 
atnnge thing that Buu NobhiMiny who la a Gentoo,t 
be empLig^ Dj Mr. Haattnga to found a Mabomedan f 
‘W'e wm allow Mr. Haiti oga, wbo ia a Chriatian, or w^ 
thought a Ohriftian, to grow pkma at Uit ; and af 
oth er a bare done wbo bare qient tbeir lirea in fiaudf 
oitj, and peculation, to aeek amend a, and to expiate hie 
hj charitable foundationa. Ny. we wiQ auppoee Mix 
mg» to hare taken it mto bis bead to turn Mab^.< / 
f Gontoo be could not) , and to bare dMd^ned br a Mab^ 
fbtmdation to hla offencea. Be it aoj bntwlg^^ 

Nobkittin pa^fbr itp Wei^ paaaorertbiBalao. Bi^. 
your lordil^ ahall hear of what nature that found at^/ 
I beKere juu will allow that a more • < " ^ 

nerar did appear in tbe world. 

In tbe flm place, be atated to tbe council on tbe 
Apri l, 1781, that In tbe monrii of Norember, 1780, a • 
waa preaented to him bj a oonildeTBble number of 
men } in eomplianoe irith whidi this Mahosu ' 
appean to baTO been founded, li next appeari • 
atatement, that in the April foDowing (that 
aix TDonthi after tbe foTmdation>, manj atudenta 1 . ' 
their eduoation. Ton aee vbac a bot-bed bribei^ ' 
ruption ia t our unireraitiea cannot fumiib m ^ • 
aiz ^ean. In India tbejb&re completed it wilMn 
and hare taken tbeir degreea. ’ 

Mr. TTaatinga aiyi, I MTe auroorted *1 * ’ 

tim# atm/ ownexpena^ 1 drelre tbe Compenj 
defray^e charge M it. He then calculatoi what ’ 
pcneei wt^ro^die <afeilateatbji tjie budding would t 
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the uiter.ruin of that body of people, and mth them of 
justice of the country, hy their being both one and t^ other 
sold to an infamous "women called Munny Begum. W e next 
showed you that the -whole landed interest, the zemindars ov 
Hindoo gentry of the country, was like"wise ruined hj its 
being given over by letting it on a five years’ lease to infar 
mouB farmers, and gi'ving it up to their merciless exac^ons j 
and afterwards by sulnecting the rant of those zemindars, 
their title deeds, and aft their pecuniary affiairs, to the minut- 
est scrutiny, under pain of criming punishment, by a com- 
mission granted to a nefarious villam, called Gunga Gnvin 
Bing. We lastly showed you, that the remaining tlnrd class, 
that of the English, was partly corrupted, or had. its author- 
ity dissolved, and that the whole superintending English con- 
trol was subverted or subdued ; that the products of the 
country were diminished, and that the revenues of the Com- 
pany were dilapidated, by an overcharge of expenses in four 
years to the amount of £500,000, in consequence of these 
corrupt, dangerous, and mischievous projects. 

We have further stated that the Company’s servants were 
corrupted by contracts and jobs ; we proved that those that 
were not so corrupted were removed from their stations or 
reduced to a state of abject dependence ; we showed you the 
destruction of the pro"rincial councfts ; the destruction of the 
coimcil general •, and the formation of a committee for no 
other ends whatever but for the purposes of bribery, con- 
cealment, and corruption. We next stated some of the most 
monstrous instances of that bribery ; and though we were of 
opinion that in none of them any satisfactory defence worth 
mentioning had been made, yet we have thought that tlfts 
should not hinder us from rec allin g to your lordships’ recol- 
lection the peculiar nature and circumstances of one of those 
proceedings. 

The proceedings to which we "wish to call your attention 
are those belonging to the second bribe given by the Habob 
of Oude to ^fr. Hastings. Lfr. Hsietings’s o"wn knowledge 
and opinion, that that money Avas set apart for his use, either 
in hills or assets, I have before stated; and I now wish to 
call vour lordships’ minute recollection to the manner in 
v.luch the fraudulent impeachment of klr. Middleton, for the 
purpcsc of stifling an inquir)’^ into that busmesa, was carried 



BPMOH a TOT n mimnnnf T ©» 


eo8 

on. Toxa* lordihipi ■rill ituneoiber that I pror^d to too, 
Tipon tLo Iflce of Uit ptoceedn^ the colhuir© Mture of the 
acctmtion, and that the reaJiitate of the caae iraB not 
charged , and that Mr Haatmga u^nitted the accoaed, 
cf one articlo of the charge^ not npon the e^dsi^ of the 
caae^ contreiT to hia own. erowed, declared, mtaal certainty 
of hia guilt, but upra a pretmided appeal to the oonacieiwo d 
the man accuaed. He did not, howerer. grre him a oomplete, 
fomah official aoquittaL but referred the matter to the court 
of directQra, who could not poaalbly know anything of the 
matter, witliout one aitiole of endenoe whaterer produced 
at the tune, or tranamitted *We lait^ prored to you, that, 
after finding him guilty of fire chargta, and leanng the other 
to the court of directora, Mr Haatm^ without any reaaon 
auigned, appomted hhn to a gnat in the Oonqiexy'i 
■emee 

Tbeae proceedmge were brought before you for two pur- 
poeea ; — urrt, to ahow the c timipt principle of the whole pro- 
oeedmg ] next) to ihow the manner m wnich the Oconpany’r 
■etranu are treated. Th^ are aeonaed and pereeeuteo, until 
they are brought to lubimt to whaterer term* it may be 
thought Qroner to impoee upon them. They are then £m» 
mally, moeecl, acquitted of the moat abucunu w4mM oharetd 
a^amet them ( but nrtually eondemned upon tome artluea, 
with the acourge hung orer them) and in acme inatancea 
rewarded ly the greoteat, moatbououxahle, and moat Incrttire 
eituatKini in the Company'a aemoe. Uy lordly it u on the 
tame ground of the wiolied, pendaoua, and rumooi pnno* 
plea of Mr Haitmga'a goremmetit, that I hare charurd tha 
with ererything thi^ u chargeable agamat him, namuy, that 
if your lordihipe ihonld ratify thoee prinoplea by your e> 
qmttal of hnn, they become principlea of coTemmait j r^ 
jeoted indeed the Oommona, bat adopted by tbo Peerage 
of Great Bntain- 

Thsre la another artide which I bare juit toadied j bat 
winch I mast do more tiian barely notice, upon aceoant of 
the eril oxample of It — 1 moan ^ taVing great tami of 
money, underprctcDoe of fin entertainment, yoarlordaldpa 
win recoUect, that when thla baamen wu charged 
hlrri in Tni^ia, Mr Halting! neither afEtrmed nor depW the 
feet Oontoiiou could not be there oitortcd from la»» 
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He next appeared before tbe House of Commons, and he 
Btill evaded a denial or a confession of it. He lastly appear- 
ed before your lordships, and in his answer to our charge 
he in the same manner evaded either a confession or a de- 
nial. He forced ub to employ a great part of a session in 
endeavouring to establish what wo have at last established, 
the receipt of the sums first charged, and of seven lacks more, 
by him. ' At length the proof could not be evaded, and after 
we had fought through all the difficulties which the law could' 
interpose in his defence, and of which he availed himself vidth 
a degree of effrontery that has, I believe, no example in the 
world, he confesses, avows, and justifies his conduct. If the 
custom alleged be well founded, and be an honourable and a 
proper and just practice, why did he not avow it in every 
part and progress of our proceedings here ? Why should he 
have put us to the necessity of wasting so many months in 
the proof of the fact ? And why, after we have proved it, and 
not before, did he confess it, avow it, and even glory in it ? 

I must remind your lordships, that the sum charged to be 
80 taken by way of entertainment made only a part, a single 
article, of the bribes charged by Nundcomar to have been 
received by Mr, Hastings ; and when we find him confessing, 
what he could not deny, that single article, and evading ^ 
explanation respecting the others, and not giving any reason 
whatever why one was received and the others rejected 
your lordships ■wiU judge of the strong presumption of Ins 
having taken them all, even^ if we had given no other proofs 
of it. We think, however, that we have proved the who e 
very satisfactorily. But whether we have or not, the proo 
of a single present received is sufficient ; he^use the 
pie to he established respecting these bribes is ® 

or not a Governor- Gleneral, paying a visit to any of ep _ j 
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^erable, dependent creatures called Bovereign 
that country (men whom Mr. Hastings has himself ^ 


^be notbingYut phantoms, and that they^^n 
ute of Sovereignty about them), whether, I his 

^ he such sovereign princ^ os present, 
them great sums of money hJ , ^ jjqj. a coim- 
0 -Nabob, m ffict, was not a BorereigJi P ^ ' pgay meant 
yy power ia any sense but that which the ^ 
oiempt from the custom of making x ' 
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dealgs to prevent then* urrania &ozn araHuig tbemMlves ol 
tbfl real depeadeooe of the nmniru] lutire pcnren to extort 
mom^ from tKem nnder the pretence of their »0TereigntT. 
Bneh preeenta, »o far from hein^ Tolnntiry, were in reah^ 
obbmied from their ■we*kna«t their hopoleMand onprotocted 
oondftion \ end yon are to ^oida TThetha* or not thii em- 
tom, ■which IB innited upon by tiie prlBoner’B coon»el, whh 
great tnmnph, to bo * thmg which he could not eredc, with- 
out breekin^ through ell tuagea of the country, and tio* 
latmg prmoiplea evwliabed I 7 Ime most clear law of India, 
ie to M admitted as hie jostifia^ion. 

It was on thia rery acooimt, namely, the extortion BaiTer c d 
by theae people under the name or pretence of prceenta, that 
Oompany first bound their serrante Iw a coTunaiit, which 
yonr lordahipi ihall now beer read j — “ That the^ ztai 
take any grant of lands, or rents, or rerenuee ismng out of 
lands, or any temtonal poeseaaion, juriadiction, domfnkm, 
pcTwer, or antbonty whswierar, frvm anp* of the Indian 
prmeeB, soabsha, or nabobs, or any of their ministers, sep' 
runts, or agents, for any semce or temeea, or upon any ao 
oount or pretenoe whatsoever, without the licence or oonsent 
of the court of direct o rs.** 

Hub danse m the eoreoant had dodhtless a regard to 
Lord CUre and to 8 ir Hector Hunro, and to some others 
who hod received gifts and grants of ^ghires and other ter- 
niartal rerenooB that were oonfirmed Vf the Oomptny But 
though this oonfinoatiaa nu^ht be justifiable at a time ■when 
we had no reol soTBreignty m the country, yot the Compsny 
Twy wisely provided afterwards that, under no pretfnc® 
whatarer, aboold their eerrants bars the means of extorting 
finm the soreroigns or protended sorerogns of the country 
any of their lanM or poasewions. Afterwards it aj^ieaitd 
that there exiated abusas ofo «mzlsr nature, and piarticnUill 
(as was proTod before us in the year 1778, and reported to 
our House, upon the eridenoe of Mahomed Hexn EhAn) the 
pracboe of fr^uently mnhng the pnnces j and of extortinr, 
under pretenoe of such nsns, gfrMt sums of moo^— All 
their sarrante, and the QeroTieT-Qeaersl partuniUn/, "ws 
therefore obligod to enter into the following covenant v-~ 

** Ihat they shall not, directly or indirectly, accep^ **^**.7 
fec ei re, or agree to accept^ lake, or receive any gut, reyanL 
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gratmcy, allowance, donation, or cnrapensation, ui money, 
effects, jewels, or otherwise howsoever, from any of the 
Indi^ princes, sovereigns, souhahs, or nabobs, any of their 
ministers, servants, or agents, exceeding the value of 4,000 
rupees, for any service or services performed by them in India, 
or upon any other account or pretence whatsoever.” 

By this covenant, my lords, Mr. Hastings is forbidden to 
accept, upon any pretence and under any name whatsoever, 
any sum above 4.000 rupees ; that is to say, any sum above 
£400. Now, the sum that was here received is £18,000 
sterling, by way of a present, under the name of an allow-" 
ance for an entertainment, which is the precise thing which 
his covenant was made to prevent. The covenant suffered 
him to receiye £400 ; — if he received more than that money 
he became a criminal ; he had brohen his covenant, and 
forfeited tlie obligation he had made with his masters. Think 
with yourselves, my lords, what you will do if you acquit 
the prisoner of this charge. You wall avow the validity, you 
will sanction the principle of his defence ; for as the fact is 
avowed, there is an end of that. 

Good God, my lords ! Where are we ? If they conceal 
their gifts and p)resents, they are safe by their concealment ; 
if they avow them, they are still safer. They plead the 
customs of the country, or rather the customs which we have 
introduced into the countrv ; customs which have been de- 
clared to have their foun(5ation in a system of the most 
abominable corruption, the most flagitious extortion, the most 
dreadful oppression ; those very customs which their cove* 
nant is made to abobsb. Think where your lordships are. 
You have before you a covenant, declaring that he should 
take under no name whatever (I do not know how words 
could be (fleeted in the English Janguage more expressive) 
any sum more than £400. He says, I have taken £18,000 ; 
he makes bis counsel declare, and he desires your lordships 
to confirm their declaration, that he^s not only justifiable in 
BO doing, but that he ought to do so ; that he ought to 
his covenant, and act in direct contradiction to it. He 
not even pretend to say that this money was intended, ei 
.inwardly or outwardly, avowedly or covertly, for the 
vo^ vnf. 2 D 
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r^J*> Itemed Ho put absoiatel^ mto luaiOTni poart 
£1^000 beadefl hu aal^ 

Oormder, mj lord*, the coneecoence* of thu wpeam of 
iniqmty If anj lorTant of the Ckrtnpanj-, high m itatioQ, 
chooeee to melee a Tmt from CWoutte to Moowhedabed, whidi 
Moon he dabftd iraa then the reeiikmoe of ourpnonpolreromio 
goTemmont , if ha ahoold <diooee to fa^Va an nmn^r fijr hia 
Health } if he haa a frmoj to matn a httle rojoge fcff pkasun 
as far ai Moonhedabad, m one of tbeso haod*3me barges or 
barrows of which yon hare heard so moeh m Ha 0141^0 
agaJ^t Knndoomar, — he can pot £20,000 into hts pocket any 
day be pleases, m daflanceof allonr act* of parlnunent, cotp- 
nanis, and r^:ulat 2 ona. 

Do you make yoor lawa, do you make your corenanti, for 
the Te^ purooaa of their bem^ eroded P Is thii the poiwwe 
for which a Brrtuh trOmnal aits hero, to frirmsh a anbiect fer 


an opigrtun, or a tale for the laughter of the world P Behflre, 
t B, my lor^ the world u not to be thus tnfled with- But, 
Bjy lords, jt>a will norar tnfle with your duty Ycm hare a 
eras, homd pieoe of comrotlon before you, unpadantlrcoo* 
usse^ and more inpadentlT defended. Bot you wul not 
raS6r Mr Haatinn to say, I Hare only to go toMoocrabedabad, 
or "to order the ^obob L) meet me Half way, and X can aet 
aside and laugh at all your oorexurnts and acts of parliament. 
Is this all the force and power of the eorenant, by which 
you would prerent the eerrants of the Company from com* 
mitUng acta of fraud and oppression , that they haro nothmj 
to do rat to amuse tbemsdres with a tour of pleasure to 
Moorriiedabod, in order to put any sum of money in thetr 
pocket that th^ pJease P 

But they jusmy themselres by esying, sach tlnngi hare 
been practised before. No doubt they hare , end th»e cotfr 
uanta were made that they should not bo praotisad any more 
But your lordships are desired to lay, that the rery custrwi 
which the eorenant is made to destroy— the reiy grieroff^ 
itself^ may be pleaded f— 4he eboso shall be admitted to de- 
stroy the law made to pTerunt it. It iaimpoesible,! rcflturs 

to aay, that your lordihipe should act thus The conduct cf 
the criminal n not half so abhorrent as the jnstification 11 
affronting to justice j whilst it tends to nlily an^ degra” 
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the dignity of the Peerage, and the character of the Coramona 
of Great Britain, before the former and against the latter of 
■which such a justification is produced in the face of the world. 

At the same time that wc call for your justice upon this 
man, wo beseech you to romomhcr, the severest justice upon 
him is the tendorest pity towards the innocent victims of 
his crimes. Consider what was at that time the state of the 
people, from wliom, in direct defiance of his covenant, ho 
took this sum of money. Were they at this time richer, 
were they more opulent, was the state of the country more 
flourishing, than when hir. Sumner, when Mr. Vausittart, in 
short, than when the long line of Mr. Hastings’s predecessors 
visited that country ? No ; tlioy were not. — Mr. Hastings at 
this very time had reduced the Nabob’s income from £4-50,000 
sterling a year, exclusive of other considerable domains and 
revenues, to £100,000. He was indeed an object of com- 
passion. His revenues had not only been reduced, during 
nis state of minority, but they were reduced when he after- 
wards continued in a state in which he could do no one valid 
act ; and yet, in this state, ho was made competent to give 
away, under the name of compensation for entertainments, 
the sum of £18,000 ; perhaps at that time nearly aU he had 
in the world. 

Look at your minutes, and you •will find Mr, Hastings had 
just before this time said, that the bread of ten thousand per- 
sons, many of them of high rank, depended upon the means 
possessed by the Nabob for their support ; that his heart was 
cut and afilicted to see himself obliged to rm'n and starve so 
many of the Mahomedan nobility ; the greatest part of whose 
yet remaining miserable allowances were now taken away, 
xou know, and you will forgive me again remarking, that it 
is the naturg of the eagles and more generous birds of prey 
■to fall upon li'ving healthy -victims ; but that vultures and 
carrion crows, and birds of that base and degenerate kind, 
always prey upon dead or dying carca^^s. It is upon ruined 
houses, it is upon decayed families, it is upon extinguished 
nobility, that Mr. Hastings chooses to prey, and to justify 
his making them his prey. 

But again we hear, my lords, that it is a custom, upon 
cerempnial’and complimentary -visits, ■to receive these pres- 
ents. Do not let us deceive ourselves, Mr. Hastings v’Pa 

Q n Q r N 
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there upon so ratt ci ther of oeremonj or politic* ; he w»* * 
member, xt that tune, of the eommittco of ciratnt vloch 
'ffont to Moonhedebad for the purpoM c^eitabHihing * rritcn 
of rerenao m tiie ooentry , be went iqi upon that bniiiie** 
onty u a member of the oommittee of cir c ui t, for wUeh 
bumeei ho -weg, like other memben of the committee of 
cticait^ MtnjUj ’paid, m addiban to hi* emc^mnents a* GoTcm* 
or, which omoTUtted to about £80,000 a jesr Not eti^ied 
wUh tho#e emolument*, and wWiont incamng new known 
eiqienBe of ta^ kind or sort, he waa paid for ^ extra ex- 
pensee ofhU louni^, a* appean in jour mmutee, 1^ other 
member* of oommittee of mrmnL In fact, he was on do 
mit there at alh He wan merelj execntrog hu dutj m the 
Bottlflment of the rerenu^ aa a member of Sie committee of 
mrcmt. 1 do not mean to praiae the oommittee of dnmtm 
any way ? God forbid I •houldi for we know that it was a 
eowmttee of robber*. He wm there a* one of ihst «»• 
mittee, which I am pretty well ^tilled in deeonbmj aa I 
hare done, beeanae the court of mrectora, together wi» the 
Board of Oootrol, did, m the rear 1786, doolare that the fire 
yean’ setttement (which ongUated m that oommittee) wu 
a thing bought and sold t jour lordibip* maj reed it when- 
CTBT jou plMse, in the 80th paragraph of them letter 
Tour lordahips are now fuU^ In poeacMian of all the fact* 
upon which we charge the pnacmer with peculation, bj ex* 
tortmg or reoendiig large sum* of money, imaa pretence of 
Tmt^ormoompensationofeQtartauimentn. 1 appeal to T^mr 
lordcnrps' ocmsciaacea for a acrious and im parti al connaeri 
tion of our diargo Ihi* u a buameaa nottobehrariedoTer 
m the man, a* amongst the aot« of a great man, who may 
hare hi* little erron among hi* great terrice* | no j yon can* 
not, a* a judicial body, hoaole aQ thi* into a botefap^efa, and 
decide upon it in a fieap. Ton win hare to aik Touiwelrei, 
1* thi* jtartiftablo by hi* corenant j i* thl* jushflable by 1»* j 
11 this jujrtiEflblo un^r the drcumitancea of the caic, by 
an enlarged dacrotlonf I* it to be jtartiflod under any 
pnncipltt of humanity P 'Would It he juitiflahlo by hw 
cuftomi, if iuch were applicable to the case m (jucttion j and 
CTcn if rt were, i* it a pnictico fit for an Engiith Gorenwr* 
General to follow P * , 

1 dHuU the longer uixm this, bccanse the fact u arowcoi 
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the whole is an issue of law between us, whether a Govem- 
or-Gnneral, in such a case, ought to take such money ; and 
therefore, before I finally dismiss it, I beg leave to restate it 
briefly once more for your lordships’ consideration. 

First, I wish to leave fixed in your lordships’ minds, what 
is distinctly fixed, and shall never go out of ours, that his 
covenant did not allow him to take above £400 as a present, 
upon any pretence whatsoever. 

Tour lordships will observe, we contend that, it there was 
a custom, this covenant puts an end to that custom. It was 
declared and intended so to do. The fact is, that, if such 
Custom existed at all, it was a custom applicable only to an 
ambassador or public minister, sent on a necessary compli- 
mentary visit to a sovereign prince. "We deny positively 
that there is any such general custom. "We say, that he never 
was any such minister, and that he never went upon any such 
complimentary visit. "We affirm, that when he took this 
money he was doing an act of quite another nature, and 
came upon that business only to Moorshedabad, the residence 
of the prince of the country. Now, do you call a man who 
is going to execute a commission, a commission more severe 
than those issued against bankrupts — a commission to take 
away half a man’s income, and. to starve a whole body of 
people dependent upon that income, — do you call this a com- 
plimentary visit ? Is this a visit for which a man is to have 
great entertainments given him ? No ; the pretence for 
taking this money is worse than the act itself. When a man 
is going to execute upon another such harsh cruelty, when 
he is going upon a service at which he himself says his mind 
must revcdt, is that precisely the time when he is to take 
from his undone host a present, as if he was upon a visit of 
compliment, or about to confer some honour or benefit upon 
him, — to a»gment his revenues, to add to his territories, or 
to conclude some valuable treaty with him ? "Was this a 
proper time to take at aU, from an helpless minor so large a 
sum of money ? And here I shall leave this matter for your 
lordships’ consideration, after reminding you that this poor 
Nabob is erill at Moorshedabad, and at the mercy of any 
English gentleman who may choose to take £18,000 or any 
other givgn sum of money from him, after the exam « 
the prisoner at your bar, if it should be sanctic - ’ 
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eoimiranee Par differrat ‘wu tite example art him by 
Oen o ra l ClaTeriM In page 12^, your lordilupa iriU find 
the moct honourable teetnnoi^ to the npnghtneea and fidelity 
of thti mentononfl aerrant oi the Company It nma thus i 
“ OonoeiTmg it to be the intention of the legiiUtare feat 
the Got eruor- Gleneral and mcmbera of the council should re- 
eeire no preeents, either &om the Tnittwn powers or any per- 
sona whc^erer, be [General OleTeringQ has s^otly compoed. 
since his emral heie, both with the )^nTt and the letter of 
^ act of parliament, and baa aceordm^y returned all the 
preeenta which hare been toade to him I hare dwelt thus 
long upon this aubjeot, not merely upon account of its own 
oomipt character, which has been suwamtly atigmatned \n 
my honourable ooTleaguo, but iq>on account of the prmcjple 
that is laid down by ^ pnaoner, in bis defence of hli con- 
duct, — a prmoiple direotljr leading to a eont an nanee of the 
tame nu<pntoas practice, and tubr eT i i Te of erery attempt to 
check or control it. 

I most beg leare to recall your lordships* attention to 
another but finuTtf inatanpe of bis peculafacm, — aikother and 
now mode of taking pr o a en t^ — I mean tbe present whidi 
l£r Hastings took through Gunga Gorin 8mg from those 
fanners of ^ rerenues amongst whom ho h&d ^tributed 
the pOlsge of the whole co untr y This scandalous brencfa of 
his corenant ho attempts to justify, by the inward intention 
of his own miud to apply tho money so taken to tbe publie 
■ernes. Upon this, my lords, I sb^ only obserre, that this 
plea cf an Inward intention in his own mhid mar. If ad- 
mitted, justify any eril act whaterer of this kmo. Ton 
hare seen how preeents from the Nabob are jostified. Tou 
hsTu aeen how tiie taking a sum of money, or allowance for 
entertainment, directlr contrary to tbe eorenant, how thA is 
attempteid to ^ Justified. You ace in what manntr be justi- 
fies tl^ last-mentioned act of peculation^ and your lonuhips 
win now bare to decide upon the ralidify of these pleas. 
There stQl rmains unohserrWl upon an insisnee of his mal- 
T Bn ation wholly new m Its kmd, to which I will rentura to 
d«3ie yc?ai \oem\npa tctj senoualy to tom yoor sitentwa. 
In sH ^ i-w* of peculation or z^remtion m efllce that 
erer hare been tried before this Wnh court, or before any 
lower court of judicature, in aH the jumoal records of modmi 
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crimes, or of antiquity, you •will not find anytlung in any de^ 
gree like it. "We have all, in our early education, read the 
V^orru.e Orations. "We may read them, not merely to in- 
struct us, as they "will do, in the principles of eloquence, and 
to acquaint us viith the manners, customs, and laws of the 
ancient Eomans, of which they are an abundant repository ; 
but we may read them. from a much higher motive. We 
may read them from a motive which the great author had 
doubtless in his view, when by publishing them he left to 
the world and 'to the latest posterity a monument, by which 
it might be seen what course a great public accuser, in a 
|;reEt public cause, ought to pursue ; and, as connected "with 
it, wljat course judges ought to pursue, in deciding upon such 
a cause. In these Orations you will find almost eveiy in- 
stance of r^acity and peculation which we charge upon Mr. 
Hastings. Undoubtedly, many Eoman and English governors 
have received corrupt gifts and bribes, under various pre- 
tences. But in the cause before your lordships, there is one 
TOecies of disgrace in the conduct of the party accused which 
I defy you to find in Verres, or in the whole tribe of Eoman 
peculators, in any governor-general, pro-consul, or viceroy. 
I desire you to consider it not intended, in any other class of 
crimes, but as a species apart by itself. It is an individual, 
a single case : but it is like the phoenix, it makes a class or 
species by itself — I mean the business of Nobkissin. The 
money taken from him was not money pretended to be re- 
ceived in lieu of entertainment ; it was not money taken 
from a farmer-general of revenue, out of an idea that his 
profits were * ■unreasonable, and greater than government 
ought to allow ; it was not a donation from a great man, as an 
act of his bounty. Ho ; it was a sum of money taken from 
a private indi'vidual, or rather, as has been proved to you by 
Mr. Larkiijs, his o-^ book-keeper, money borrowed, for which 
he had engaged to give his bond. That he had actually de- 
posited his bond for this money, Mr. Larkins has proved to 
you ; and that the bond was carried io Nobkissin’s credit, in 
his account -ttdth the government. But Mr. Hastings, when 
he was called upon tor the money, withdraws the bond; he 
■will not pay the money, he refused to pay it upon the applica- 
tions made to him, both in India and here at home ; and he 
now>comes to your lGTdships,and says, I borrowed this money; . 
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I intended to give my bond for it, u ba* been proTed before 
you , but I must have it for my own xue. We hevo beard 
of goremore being ererything that u bed and wicked , but 
a govtomor putting himaelftn tMaituation ofaconaaon cheat, 
of a common awindier, noror wat, I behore, heard of imce 
the creation of the worid, to thU day TUj doea not taite 
of the common oppreanona of p o wer j tbia doea not taite of 
the common abases of ofEee , mit it m no way difFcn Cmni 
one of those base awmdhng casee that come to be tned, and 
beavily pnnubed, in the Klng’a Bench every day Thu u 
neiihor more nor len than a pWn bare/aced cheat 

Norr, mv lordi, let tu see now it ia juatifled. To joshfy 
openly ancl directlr a cheat, to justify a &aud upon an m* 
dindaal,u reserrea for oar timee. Bat, good Heavena, what 
a juatlfloahan have we herel Oh, my lord*, conaider mto 
what a atate Indtun c orrup tion baa brought na in tbia om mtr y, 
when anr person can be found to come to the bar of tbe 
House or Lords, and eay, 1 did cheat ; 1 did defraud j I did 
promise and ffave my bc^ t 1 hare now withdrawn it , but I 
win aoeougt for it to you as to a gsng of robben ecmeernad 
with mem the traocaction. I ccmfeiel robbed this inan. but 
I hare acted as truatee for the caiu Obsenre what I hare 
done for the gang , eom©forwmrd,Ur Aunol, and prorewhat 
handsome bndganws I wve ibe Oompai^ ; were not they 
elegantly pam&d, beaatnoDy gilt, diannmg and eommod^ 
ouB P I use of them as Tong u I had occasion ( and, 
though they are little worse for wear, and wonld hardly auiEsr 
the leoat p«r osntage dednotion from prime coat upon &em, 
I gare them to the Oompony Olu I md not put m money 
inw my own pocket j I pronded for myself, and wore a am* 
of laoe clothe*, when I was Jew baQ nr some of thu Com* 
pany , it will turn, for it » hardly the worse for wear, though 
I appeared two or three time* m dillerent chaisctnra, aa bail 
for yon on such and sudi an oecflsjoa j I therefore »et off 
these items against this mon^ which I ^med by awindbi^ 
on yonr account. It ir true I also peked nidi a hoe • 
po«et of a wmtehi hero it »; I bare wwi it a* long as jt 
wmsconTBukinti now 1 give the watdi to the Companr, ano 
let them send it to the mwnbrokor for what it will binug 
B«dss all thjt, I maintaioed aitUde-earopa for yoo^and gars 
them houat rent (By the wav, my lords, whai sort of 
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do-jamps were these ? Who made him a military man, and to 
have such a legion of aid-de-camps ?) But, says he, I paid 
house rent for them ; that is, in other words, I paid at night 
cellars and houses in Saint Giles’s sixpence a week for some 
of the gang. (This, my lords, is the real spirit of the whole 
proceeding, and more especially of the last item in it.) Then, 
says he, Twas the gang’s schoolmaster, and taught lessons 
on their account. I founded a Mahomedan sdiool (your 
lordships have already heard something of this shameful afiair, 
of this scene of iniquity, I think of such iniquity as the 
world never yet had to blush at). I founded a Mahomedan 
college for your use, and I bore the expense of it from Sep- 
tember, 1780, when I placed a professor there, called Muged 
O’den. This Muged O’den was to perfect men by contract, 
in all the arts and sciences, in about six months ; and the 
chief purpose of the school was, as Mr. Hastings himself 
tells you, to breed theologians, magistrates, and molavies, 
that IS to say, judges and doctors of law, who were to he 
something like our masters in chancery, the assessors of 
judges, to assist them in their judgments. Such was the 
college founded by Mr. Hastings, and he soon afterwards 
appropriated one of the Company’s estates (I am speaking of 
matters of public notoriety) worth £3,000 a year, for its sup- 
port. Heaven be praised, that Mr. Hastings, when he was 
resolved to be pious and munificent, and to be a great found- 
er, chose a Mahomedan rather than a Christian foundation ; 
BO that our, religion was not disgraced by such a foundation. 

Observe how he charges the expense of the foundation to 
the Company twice over. — He first makes them set aside an 
estate of £3,000 a year for its support. In what manner 
this income was applied during Mr. Hastings’s stay in India 
no man living knows ; but we know that, at his departure, 
one of th® last acts he did was to desire it should be put into 
the hands of Muged O’den. He afterwards, as you have 
seen, takes credit to himself with the Company, for the ex- 
penses relative to this college. I aiust now introduce your 
lordships to the last visitation that was made of this college. 
It was visited by order of Bord ComwalliB in the year 1788, 
upon the complaints made against it, which I have ^eady 
mentioned to your lordships, — ^that it was a sink of mth, ve^ 
min, ana misery. Mr. Chapman, who was the visitor and 
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gm liL tb© jear 1779^ and m wbich be baa tberefore orer* 
charrci the cgpeaw of it » irhole jear } but Mr Larknu, 
vbo ke^ tbu latter aocoimt for biro, maj hare been maceu* 
rate. Good Heareni 1 where eze we P blj. Hasting who 
was bred an acooontant, who wai bred in bH aorfa oi trade 
and buameea, dedarea that he keeps no aceounta. Then 
comes hir Lstkina} who keeps an aecount for ham ; but be 
keeps a false soeount. Indeed, all the acconnta from India, 
from one end to anotiier, are notbbg but a serws of fraud, 
Wb2e Hr Haatm^ was conoomed m them. Mr Lorkms 
who keeps bis pmate aecoont imt as his master kept the 
pnhUo accounts, has swindled from the Compenj a whole 
rear’s expenses of this ooUege. 1 should not thus repeatedir 
dwell upon this transaetum, but because I wiib jour lord< 
ships to be eautums bow jou admit tncb accounts at all to 
be giron in endenoe, into the troth of wbiob jou cannot 
powtzate in anj regular wi^ Upon the face of the two 
aecounta there u a gross ttmud. It is no matter which a 
true or false } as it is so oooount which jno are m no situs> 
tion to demde upon. I laj down tha as a fixed ^dloal rule, 
that no jndM ourtt to receive an account (which is as serv 
ous a part of a judletal ptooeedmg as can bsl the correetnsss 
of which he has no means of ascertaining, but must depend 
upon tbe sole word of the accountant. 

Harii^ stated therefore tbe nature of tbe offence, which 
difiers notidne from a common dogtrot fraud, noh as we 
see smougft tM meanest of msnkm^ jour lordships will be 
cautious how jou admit these, or anj other of bis pretended 
senrioet, to be set off against his crimes. Ibese stand on 
record confoned before jon t the former, of which jou csn 
form no jxut eshmato, and into winch jou oaomot enter, rest 
for them truth upon hla own a s s uitio na ; and thej all sre 
found, upon the tctj face of them, to cany marks»of fraud 
os well as of wickedness. 

I have cmlj further to observe to jour lordships, thst this 
Muged O'den, who, undAr the patrcmage of llr. Hastings, 
was to do all these wonders, Lord OomwiHls turned 
hii office with ererj mark of disgrace, when be attempted 
to put mto more respectable state that establishment 
which Mr. Hastings hid made a smk of abuse «. 

I hoe eondude sU that I have to upon this bnimrts, 
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trusting that your lordships will feel yourselves more olTouded, 
and justice more insulted, by the defence than by the crimi- 
nal acts of the prisoner at your bar ; and that yoiu* lordships 
will concur witli us in thinlung, that to make this unhappy 
people make these attestations, knowing the direct contrary 
of every word which they say to be the truth, is a sliocking 
aggravation of his guilt. I say they must know it. Por 
.Lord Cornwallis tells you it is notorious ; and if you think 
fit to inquire into it, you will find tliat it was unusually 
notorious. 

My lords, we have now brought to a conclusion our ob- 
servation upon the effects produced by that mass of oppres- 
sions which we have stated and proved before 3 'our lordships,- 
namely, its effects upon the revenues and upon the public 
servants of the Company. We have shown j'ou how greatly 
the former were diminished, and in what manner the latter 
were reduced to the worst of all bad states, a state of sub- 
serviency to the -will of the Governor- General. I liave shown 
your lordships that in this state they were not only rendered 
incapable of performing their own dutj', but were fitted for 
the worst of all purposes, cooperation -witb him in tho per- 
petration of his criminal acts, and collusion with him in tho 
concealment of them. I have lastly to speak of’these pficcls, 
as they regard the general state and welfare of the country:. 
And here your lordships ^vitl permit me to read the eiidence 
given by Lord Cornwallis, a -nutness called by the prisoner at 
your bar, Mr. Hastings himself. 

The evidence of Lord Cornwallis, page 2721 : “ Q,. 

Whether your lordship recollects an account that you have 
given to the court of directors, in your letter of the 2 nd of 
August, 1789, concerning the state of those provinces ^ -4. 1 
really ccwild not venture to be particular as to any letter I 
may have written so long since, as I have brought no copies 
of my letters -with me from India, having left them at Ben- 
gal when I went to the coast. — (g. Whether your lordship 
recollects in any le-bter that you -wrote about the 2 nd of Au- 
gust, 1789, paragraph 18, any expressions to this efi'oet, 
namely, ‘I am sorry to be obliged -to say, that agriculture 
and internal commerce have, for many years, been graduall” 7 ;>-.^ 
declining, and that at present, excepting the class of t - 
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Knd bonjuas, wbo remde almort mtirelr m ^reat town, tiid 
inha’bituits ^ these prormcM frere saTutcmg haftil/ to a 
general itste of porei^ end wratehednesa/ whether joor 
lordalup recoUecta that jon hera w rit ten a letter to that 
effect f A. 1 cannot toko npon me to recollect the word* of 
a letter that I hate wnttan fir© yeora ago, hot I condodo 
I mnit hare written to that effect—^ "Whether joor 
lordahip recollecta, that in the unitiediatdj foUowing para* 
mph, the 10th, you wrote to thk effect j ‘In thii deocri^ 
non, namely the foregone deacr^tian, I muft eren indooe 
almoat erery r.wnTnHar tn the OoiiipaDy*B temtonea, which, 
thou^ it may hare been partly occeiioned hy their own 
indolence and ertraraganoe, I am a&aid maat also be in a 
greet meaeure attribnted to the defacta of cpur former lyftem 
of management, peragra^ 20 'Qie aettlement, in con* 
fornuty to your oMets, wm only be made for ten ymrt cer* 
tarn, with the nottfloatian of ita beong your intention to 
declare it a perpetual, an unalterable aseenment of these 
ponnraa, if the amount and the pnneiplea upon wbch it 
baa been made thould meet with your approbaticm/ whether 
your lordahip recoQeota to hare wntten aomething to the 
efiect of theae two laet paingraphi, u well aa of the Qrat f 
X I do recollect that I did write it j but in that letter I 
alluded to the former eyatmn of annual aaa eaam ente . — Q 
"Whether your lordahip recollect*, that you wrotoj on or about 
the 1 8th of Beptember, 1789, in one of your mmnte*, thua, 

‘ I may H^ely aaeert, that one third of the Compsny’i tml* 
tory m Indoaton la now a jxmgle, inhabited only by wild 
bea^ 1 win a ten yeara' lease iMuee any propnotor to clear 
away that jun^e, and ©ncoorage the nyot to come and culti* 
Tita bu landa, when at the end of that lease he must either 
tubmit to be taxed ad libUtm for the newly colttmted hod*, 
or loee all hope* of derimig any benefit fi^jm hi* Ifbour, for 
whui, perhap*. hr that tune he will hardly be repaid 
whether your loroahip i^Uecta a mmnte to that effect r 
^ 1 perfectly recollect to nay© written that mmoto —Q ^C'W 
-•with respect to a letter, dated Norember the Srd, 1788, pan^ 
graph « containing the following ecntlmenlai ‘I •hall 
Siercf o re only remark In general, that, from frequent 
of ayitem or other reason*, much b wanting to 
gooa order "^>1 reg tiaUon* to the internal buame#* of the 
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country, and Hint, from \*nrious causes, by fm* tbo grontest 
]iar{ ol ilic r.cmiml.ars, and other landholders and renters, are 
fallen into a state much hclo^y that of wealth and aflluence; 
this country, however, avhen the fertility of its soil and llio 
industry and ingenuity of its numerous inh.ahitants aro' taken 
into consideration, must unmicstionably ho admitted to ho 
one of the finest in the world ; and with the uniform atten- 
tion of government to modendion in exaction, and to a due 
ndministr.atiou of j\isfice, may long j)rovc a source of gre.at 
riches, both to the Company and to Britain. Parngra])h US). 
I am por.«undod, that by a train of judieioms measures tho 
land revenue of these provinces is capahlo in time of being 
incrc.ascd ; hut consistent with the princijdea of Inimanily 
and even those of your own intere.st, it is only by adopting 
measures for the gradual cultivation and improvement of 
these waste lands, and by a gentle and cautious plan for tho 
resumption of lands that have been fnnululcntlv alienated, 
that it ought ever to ho attemnted to he accomplished. Slen 
of speculative and s.anguino dispositions, and others, either 
from the ignorajicc of the subject, or with views of recom- 
mending themselves to your favour, m.ay confidently hold 
forth specious grounds to oncour.age you to hope that a gre.at 
and immediate accession to that branch of your revenue might 
ho practicable; my public duty obliges mo to caution you, in 
the most serious manner, against listening to propositions 
which recommend this attempt, because 1 an) clearly con- 
duced that if carried into execution they would ho attended 
with the most baneful consequences. Paragr.aj)!) 4.0, Des- 

§ crate adventurers, without fortune or character, would un- 
ouhtcdly he found, as has already been too often experienced, 
to rent the diflerent districts of the country at the highest 
rates that could he put upon them ; that the delusion would 
he of a slwrt duration, and the impolicy and inhumanity of 
the plan avould, when perhaps too late for effectual remedy, 
become apparent by the complaints of the people and the dis- 
appointments at the treasury in the payments of the revenue, 
and would probably terminate in the ruin and depopulation 
of the unfortunate coimtry ; ’ whether your lordship recol- 
lects to have written anything to that efi'ect about that time ? 
A. I perijpctly recollect having written the extracts that have 
been read.” 
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My lordi, Lard CorawBUn liti been coBed, he hai been 
eammed brfor® yon- We rtopped ocr proooedmgi ten day* 
for the pnrpoee of tnVing hia endence. We do not iwet 
thii dehiij , and ho has borne the testnnony TThich jonhsrt 
heard, to the effbcts of Mr Haitink’s gorenimentj of s 
coontiy once &e moat fertfl© and tailtiTOted , of a pecple the 
moat indttstrions, donnahing, and happy ; that the one 'vas 
waated and deeoUted, the other reduced to a condition of 
vast and misery j and that the aemind&n, that n, the nohibty 
and gentry of t^ ootmtiy, ware so beggared, aa not to be 
eble TO gire eren a eornmon decent education to their chB< 
dren, ncrtWithatandiog the foundation of lilr Hastmn’a col* 
leges. Ton hare he^ this noble pereoc, who had been an 
eye^witneai of what he relate*, aimlicating for their rehef^ 
and expreealy atatuig that moat of ^ compUcnted miaenea, 
and peraapa the croelleat of the afflicHona they endured, arose 
finm the management of the conntrr hanng bees taken out 
of the hondj of its natural rokra, and. mren up to Mr Hast- 
ingi^f farmen, namely, the banyana of Oalcutts. Tbeee ore 
the things that ought to ^ to ^ur lordsbpa* beorta. Ton 
see a country waated and desolated. Too aee a third of it 
became a iaogle for wild beasts. Tou see the other parts 
oppressed oy persona u the form and shape of men, with 
all the eharacm and diapoation of becsta of prey Thii etate 
of the countiy la brought before you, and by tho moat uoei* 
cepbonablo endence, oemg bro^bt forward through Mr 
Hastings himselt Thia ormenre, whaterer opinion you may 
enterta^ of tho eflhjnteFy or of the nnpudenee of the cnm* 
inal who has produced it, if of double and treble force .And 
yet at the rery time when Lord CorowaDiJ is girlng this itate- 
ment of the country and its mhabitamts, at tho xeiy time whco 
be 18 caDiog for pity upon tbeir oondibom are these people 
brought forward to b«T teatunony to the benign an^anapWou* 
goTtmment of Sir Hoatinga, duwted, aa your lordshlpt know 
it was, by the merdful and upnght Qmiga Gonn Smg 
lly lords, you hare now the eTidenco of Lord Cornwallis 
on the one band, and the rnayuainaa of India, on the other 
But before I diamiat this part of my tubjoct,! mu't call leur 
lor^hipa’ attention to another antbonty, to a dcdaration, 
atnctly speaking fiyoi, of the state to which our InJIeo 
nrorincos were reduced, and of the oppresuoni a'bich Ihry 
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tavc suffered during the government of Mr. Hastings. I 
speak of the act 24 Geo. HI., cap. 26; intituled, “An Act 
for tlie better regulation and management of the affairs oi 
the Mast India Company, and of the JBntisTi Possessions iu 
India ; and for establishing a court of judicature for the more 
speedy and effectual trial of persons accused of offences com- 
mitted in the East Indies ; ” § 39. 

My lords, here is an act of parliament ; here are regulations 
enacted in consequence of an inquiry which had been directed 
to be made into the grievances of India for the redress of 
them. This act of parliament declares the existence of 
oppressions in the country. What oppressions were they ? 
The oppressions which it suffered by being let out to the 
farmers of the Company’s revenues. Who was the person 
that sold these revenues to the farmers ? Warren Hastings. 
By whom were these oppressions notified to the court of 
directors? By Lord Corn walk's. Upon what occasion wei’e 
these letters written by my Lord ComwaUis ? They were 
answers to inquiries made by the court of directors, and 
ordered by an act of parliament to be made. The existence 
then of the grievances, and the cause of them, are expressly 
declared in an act of parliament. It orders an inquiry, and 
Lord Cornwallis, in consequence of that inquiry, transmits to 
the coiirt of directors this very information ; he gives you 
this identical state of the country ; so that it is consolidated, 
mixed, and embodied -with an act of parliament itself, which 
no power on earth, I trust, but the power that made it, can 
shake. I trust, I say, that neither we, the Commons, nor 
you, the Lords, nor his Majesty, the sovereign of this country, 
can shake one word of this act of parliament, — can invalidate 
the truth of its declaration, or the authority of the persons, 
men of high honour and character, that made that inquiry 
and this report. Tour lordships must repeal this act in order 
to acquit l>Ir, Hastings. 

But Mr. Hastings and his counsel have produced evidence 
against this act of parliament, agaiqgt the order of the co^t 
of directors, by which an inquiry and report were made rmder 
that act, against Lord Cornwallis’s return to that inqmry : 
and now, once for all, hear what the miserable ^etches are 
themselves made to say, to invalidate the act m parliamCiit, 
to ijivalidJite the authority of the court of directors, o mr Dr 
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lidflt© tie endemce of an cfficuJ retam of lord Comwtllfi 
under tlie act Pray baor tirbat tiiaao miBerable crrattrre* 
dcteribo u an e^ynom, speaking ra ph ir e of tbair atliK 
faction nnidar the goremment of Mr Hiatmga. 

*' All 'nn, cenundara, chondnes, and talookdars of tbe die* 
tnot of AJkbomagnr, commcm^ called Mhal, m the krag- 

dom of Bengal, hare heard that the gentlemen in ^igland 
are diapleai^ with Mr Hastings, on nipicuni that be q>< 
pressed oa inhabitant! of thia ph^ toob onr monry by deceit 
and foroei, and mined the country ; iberefom we, npon tbe 
ibungth ol onr religion and rehgiona tsnsts, whl^ we hold 
ai s doty upon at, and in order to act ocmfonnable to tbe 
dntrea of God, m deLrenng evidence, relate the praiaerworthy 
action!, full of pnidenoe rectitn^ fnandsbip and polrte- 
nets, Qi Mr Hastmga, poaa o aa c d of great abibtna and under* 
atan^g, and by representing facts, remoTO the doubts that 
hare posae«M>d the mmdaofthe gentlemen m iEngland f*-" 
that Mr Hastioga di^bnt^ protecUcm and secun^ to re- 
ligion, end kindneas and peace to all . be i« free mm the 
charge of embeuIeiscDt om fraud, ann that his heart is roid 
of coTetousness and ondity t during tbe period of hia gorero- 
nsent, no one expenenced bun other than protection and 
Ja!tioe,DeroThaniig fdt hardahipe from him, nor did the poor 
erer know the wei^t of an oppressTe band from him. 

** Oar characters and reputations bare always been guarded 
in qoiet from attack by tne Tigflance of his power and for^ 
sight, and preserrod by tl>e terror of his justice { he dcw 
omitted the smallest instance of kindness and goodness to- 
wards ua and tboee entitled to it, but alwap applied i>r 
toothings ond m0diiess the talre of comfort to the wooiku 
of affliction, not aflowing a tingle person to bo orcrwheluied 
by despair , he displajed hb fnenoship and kmdqiws to all j 
ho destroyed the power of the enemies and mckw taea by 
the atim igth of tui terror | be tied tbe bauds of tyraots and 
oppressor* by his luitico, and by thia conduct he secured 
happiness and joy lo uit bo roS^blisbod the foundation of 
joftice, end wo at afl times, dunng his go Tcmment, lircd m 
comfort and pasted onr day* (n peace | we aiv many, msnj of 
us satisfied and pleased with nim As Jlr llastiogs wm 
pjrfeetly wdl acquainted with the manisers and customs ^ 
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hese countries, he uras always desirous of performing that 
rhich would tend to the preservation of our religion, aiid of 
he duties of our sects, and guard the religious customs of 
ach from the effects of misfortune and accidents ; in every 
ense he treated us with attention and respect; we have 
epresented, without deceit, what we have ourselves seen, 
nd the facts that happened from him.” — This, my lords, is 
a page 2374 of the prmted minutes. 

My lords, we spare you the reading of a great number of 
hese attestations ; they are all ^vritten in the same style ; 
nd it must appear to your lordships a little extraordinary, 
hat as they are said to be totally voluntary, as the people are 
epresented to be crowding to make tliese testimonials, there 
hould be such an unison in the heart to produce a language 
hat is so uniform, as not to vary so much as in a -single tit- 
le ; that every part of the country, every province, every 
istrict, men of every caste and of every religion, should an 
nite in expressing their sentiments in the very same words 
nd in the very same plirases. I must feirly say, it is a kind 
f miraculous concurrence, a miraculous gratitude. Mr. 
lastings says, that gratitude is lost in this part of the world, 
'here it blooms and flourishes, in a way not to be described, 
n proportion as you hear of the miseries and distresses of 
bese very people, in the same proportion do they express 
beir comfort and satisfaction, and that they never knew what 

grievance was of any sort. Lord GornwaUis finds them 
ggrieved, the court of directors find them aggrieved, the 
arliament of Glreat Britain find them aggrieved, and the 
ourt here find them aggrieved, but they never found them-- 
elves aggrieved. - Their being turned out of house and 
ome, and having all their' land given to farmers of revenue 
or five years to riot in, and despoil them of aU they had, is 
rhat fills them with rapture. They are the only people, I 
lelieve, upon the face of the earth, that have no complaints 
0 make of their government, in jmy instance whatever. 
Iheirs must be something superior to the government of 
ngels ; for I verily believe, that if one out of the choir of the 
eavenly angels were sent to govern the earth, such is the 
lature of jnan, that many would be found discontented with 
t. "But these people have no complaint, they feel no liard- 
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ilupc, BO tomrw Mr HMtma bas recdued ni£J0 than th* 
gi^dm ago. I am aahamed for nomin nttxina, I am uhained 
lor our gOTftniTnftnt, I tm oohamed lor thu eonrt of jmtKO, 
that theiNB thingi oro bronght before ni ; bet here th^ a«i 
and ^ mmt obeerre bdob them. 

My lord*, hare Ame on onr port j wo hare made out 
our care , and it only remsma foir me to make a few obsem* 
tiona upon what Mr Hastings has thonght propertoput for^ 
word m his defence. Boee do meet onr case with anythiiffi 
but these general attestations, upon which limnt first remark 
that there m not one single matter of fact touted apan in 
themP Tour lordships T^Qbaerre, and you may htmt than 
out through the whole bodre^ year minutes, that you do not 
find a nn^ laet mentianed m any of them But there la an 
nhundanoe of ponegyrw , and if wo were doiim nothing but 
making satires, as newspapers charge us with domg againit 
blr Hrffitmg^ panegyno would he a good answer 

ButMr HetftmgaaetsuppleasofmentupoDtfalsoccasioa 
ITow, nndoubtedlj no plea ot merit can bo sdmitted to eitss* 
guuh, SI your lordships know teij well, a direct charge of 
enmet ment cannot extingmsh erune. hor mstance, if 
Lord Berwe, to whom this ooostry own so zoach as it owes 
this day for the great and donous nctory which makes our 
'hearts glad, and I hope wfll insure the seeunW of this coun* 
try t yet if Lord Howe, I say, was ohsrged with rmbeHlmg 
the king’s stores, or apiuying them m any manner nnbecocung 
hiB situation, to any shtUDsaul or scanoalous porposo ; if he 
was accused of taking sdrsntngo of hli staboei to oppress any 
of the captaina of his ships j if be was stated to hare gone 
Into a port of the albei of this ooontry, and to hare plundered 
the inhibitauts, to hare robbed their women, and broken Into 
tbo lec cBs efl of their apartments i if be had committed atroo* 
ties liko these, his clonous Tictoiy could not shango the 
nature and q^ity of such acta. 

ICy Lord malmesbury has been lately sent fo the kmg of 
Prussia, and we hope aad tniot that hli embassy will he 
cessful, and that tbia country will demo great benefit fnm 

bii neffotiahons. But if Lord Malmesbury, Crom any oubemy 

that was to bo paid to the king of Prussia, was to 
£S0 000 m hii own pocket, I bobere that ha making • gw 
and adrantageous treaty with tbo king of Prussia wcolil 



421 


•\rA.unr,N iiastikos, esq. 

pc\'er be Ihoiiglit a good defence for liim. "We admit, that 
if n man lias done groat and eminent Bcrviccs, tliough they 
cannot ho a defence against a charge of crimoB, and cannot 
ohliterate them ; yet, when ecnlonco comes to ho passed 
npon such a man, you will consider first, wlicthcr his trans- 
gressions were common lapses of human frailty, and whether 
tl»c nature and weight of the grievances resulting from them 
were light in comparison with the services jjorformed. I say 
that you cannot acquit him. But your lordships might thinlc 
some pity duo to him, that might mitigate the severity of 
your sentence. In the second place, you would consider 
whether the evidence of the scrnccs alleged to he performed 
was ns clear and undouhlcd as that of the crimes chnrgedf 
I confess that, if a man has done great services, it may ho 
some alleviation of lighter faults ; hut then they ought to he 
urged ns such, — witli modesty, with humilit}', udth confes- 
sion of the faults ; and not with a proud and insolent defiance. 
They should not he stated ns proofs that he stands justified 
in the eye of mankind, for committing unexampled and enor- 
mous crimes. Indeed liumility, suppliant guilt, always makes 
impression in our bosoms ; so that, when wo see it before us, 
we alw.ays remember that wo arc all frail men ; and nothing 
but a proud defiance of law and justice can make us forget 
this for one moment. I believe tho Commons of Great 
Britain, and I hope tho persons that speak to you, know very 
well how to allow for the faults and frailties of mankind 
equitably. 

Let us now BCG what aro the merits which Mr. Hastings 
has set up against tho just vengeance of his country, and 
against his proved delinquencies. From the language of the 
prisoner, and of his counsel, you would imagine some OTeat, 
known, acknowledged services had been done by him. Your 
lordshipE»recollect that most of these presumed services have 
been considered, and we are persuaded justly considered, ns 
in themselves crimes. He wdshes your lordships to sxipposo 
and believe that these services were? put aside, either because 
we could not prove the facts against him, or could not make 
out that they were criminal, and consequently that your lord- 
ships ought to presume them to have been meritorious ; and 
this is oue of the grounds upon which he demands to he ae- 
qilitted of the charges that have been brought forward and 
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pTored againit hfm. Finding m onr proeeadingf, and 
corded opon oar joprnida, an unmenae rrt—a of eiiiuhulitT 
vith wfaiob be u qiarged , ftod flntimg that we bad §(100(811 
&a WB wore bonod to odect, aoeh porta aa might be most cod* 
Tmdeatlj broo^t before toot Icadahipa (for to bare gone 
through the wSole would have been nc^j- impoesiWeJ, be 
take* oH the re*t that wo have loft bebuid and baro not 
brought here u obargea, and coiverta them, a stnngo 
meta^rpbofiii, into menta. 

lora, we moat mviit, 00 the port of the Hoote of 
Commoaei wo aratt camuro jour lordalnpe, lor the bonoor of 
a coordinate bmnch of tbo legiaUtore, that, whenerer jvu are 
called upon to admit what we hare condemned aa crimes to 
bo menti, you will at least giro ua on opportunitj of being 
beard upon tbo matter , that von will not tufler Mr Hastings, 
when attempting to defend uimeelf against our charges, m 
an induTot and obbqne manner, to condemn or censure tho 
Houae of Oommtma itaelC aa baring nuarenresented to bo 
cnmes the ante of a mentodous eerrant of tne publia. Blr 
Hostnigi has pleaded a rsno^ of mentn, and erwy one cf 
those ments, without the excoptiou of one of tb^ hare 
been eithar dxrectij censured by the House of Oommont, and 
Oeusurod as a ground for logialatire pronnon, or they remain 
upon the recorus of the House of Commons, with the rouchm 
for them, and proofs , and though we bare not actually come 
to the question upon erery one of them, wo had come before 
the year 17 B 2 to forty-fire direct resolutions upon his con- 
duct. These reicdirtions were morcd by a person to whom 
this country is under many obhcahons, and whom wo most 
always mention with honour, wuenorcr wo are speaking of 
high Btuatkms in this country, and of greet talents to sup- 
port them, and of loim pubbo semce* m tho House of Com- 
mons. I mean Ifr JJandaa, (ben lord adrocato of^cotlmd, 
and now one of the principal seoretanes of state, and at the 
and worthily and deaerrcdly at the bead, of the East 
Indian deportment. Itu diahognjibed statesman morcd 
forty-fire resolutions, tbo maror jert of them dircetlr eoo- 
demninff those rerj arts w&fcn 3 & Jfasfings has picMcd as 
his mcTita, as being delinquenaea and Crimea, All that the 
House of Commons fanplore of vbur lordtblpe U, that tou 
will not take these things, whidiwe call crimes, to be merits, 
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Antboiit hearing the House of Commons -upon the subject 
matter of them. I nm suro you nro too nobw and too gener- 
ous, ns well na too just nnd equitable, to net in such a manner. 

The first thing that Mr. Hastings brings forward in his 
defence is, that, ^Yherens the Company were obliged to pay a 
certain tribute to the I^Iogul, in consideration of n gratit by 
which the Moguls gave to us the legal title under wlu'ch wo 
hold the provinces of Bengal, Bnhnr, and Orissa, ho did stop 
the pajTncnt of that tribjitc or acknowledgment, small ns it 
was ; that though bound by n treaty recognised by the Com- 
pany, and recognised by the nation ; though bound by the 
very sunnud by which he held the very olfice ho was exer- 
cising, yet he had broken the treaty, and refused to pay tho 
stij)»ilntcd acknowledgment. ’Whore are we, my lords V Is 
this merit P Good God Almighty! the greatest blockhead, 
tlm most ignorant^ miserable wretch, a person without cither 
virtue or talents, has nothing to do but to order a clerk to 
strike a pen through buch nn account, and then to make a 
merit of it to you. Oh ! says he, I have by a mere breach 
of your faith, by a single dash of my pen, saved you all this 
money, which you were bound to pay. 1 havo exonerated 
you from the pajment of it. I have gained you £250,000 
a year for ever. A\'’ill you not reward a person who did you 
such a great and important service, by conniving a little at 
his delinquencies ? 

But the House of Commons will not allow that this was a 
great and important sendee ; on tho contrary, they havo de- 
clared the act itself to be censurable. There is our resolu- 
tion — resolution the 7th ; “ That tho conduct of the Company 
and their servants in India to the king (meaning the Mogul 
king) nnd Hudjiff Cawn, with respect to the tribute payable 
to uie one, and stipend to tho other, and with respect to the 
transfer cJf the pro\’inces of. Corah and lUahabad to tho Vizier, 
was contrary to policy and good faith ; and that such wise 
and practicable measures should be adopted in future, as may 
tend to redeem the national honodr, and recover tho confi- 
dence and attachment of the princes of India,” 

This act of injustice, ajjninst which we have fulminated the 
thimder of our resolutions as a heavy crime — as a crime that 
dishonoizrbd the nation, and which measures ought to bo 
taken to redress, this man has the insolence to bring before 
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TOUT lordihips u » tct-off agarntt the crime* we dmrge him 
■nth. Qlu* outragecm* defiMice of the Hoq»o of Common#, 
tliia ontn^ui defiance of all the lain of hu countrj I 
liope your lordilup* will not coontenaDce. ToU wUl not let 
it pau for nothing On the oontrarr, you wfll coraiJer it m 
aggTOTntuig, heavily, hn cmne* j and above all, you i^ not 
tuner him to act off this, which we hare declared to be u>* 
junoui to oar national hanonr and oredi^ and which he hin>> 
eelf does not denr to be a breach of the nabho faith — egauut 
other breadxee oi the pobhc fiuth with ivnich we charge him ] 
— or to jnitify one cla« of pabbo onmca, by pronog that be 
hoa oommitted otben. 

Your lordihipa eee that he jnttifie* thiK crime noon the 
plea of its bei^ profitable to tbe Oompany, but oe thall 
not march off even on this ground with flying colour*. JJy 
lords, nrar obaerre mwhat manner he calottes tbeae profits. 
Your lordahipt will find, that he makes up the account of 
them mach m the tome maniter ae he mane np tho account 
of hobkusm • money There is. indeed, no account which 
he has ever bmoglit forth that doea not carry upon it, not 
only ill faith and national dishonour but direct prwt of eor> 
rnptloa. ‘When Mr Hastlags Tsloa* himsaJf npoo tba 
■hockina and oatrageoui brMcb of faith, which required 
nothing bnt a hose and lUIberal mind, without either taknts, 
courage, or ■kill, except that coura^ whldi defies all como* 
quence* j which defies ahamo, which defiee the jodgmeut 
and opmion of his country and of mankmd j no cuff talecti 
than may bo displayed by the dash of a pen, you will at 
least aipoct to »eo e clear and dfatmet Mcaxint of what was 
gamed by it. 

Id tbe year 1776, at a period when JEr Hasting* wm 
under an eiolJpae, when bononraod virtue, in the character of 
General Olavenng, (kdonel iCocson, and Mr Fmnei*, sat for 
a short period at the eoanoQ boord ) daring that time, Mr 
Halting^’* conduct upon thi* occasion was called into mev 
tion, lliey called for kn twcount of tbe roTenuoe of the 
country } what was reemved, and what had been paid ; ind 
m the aooocnt returned, they /band thoamoantof tho Iri^te 
doe to the Mogul, £250 000, entered a* paid up to October, 
1774 Iho* far all appeared fair upon the Isce of Jt} tli*7 
to(dc it for granted, a* your loroihlp* would take It tor 
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granted, nt tlio first \new, that tlic tribute in reality had been 
]j:iid up to tlio time slated. The books ivere balanced ; you 
lind a debtor ; you find a creditor ; every item posted in ns 
re^dar a manner ns possible. ‘Wliilst they were examining 
this account, a Itlr. Crofts, of whom your lordsln’ps have 
heard very often ns accountant-general, comes forward and 
declares that there was a little error in the account'. And 
what was the error? That he had entered the Mogul’s 
tribute for one year more than it had actually been paid. 
Here we have the small error of a payment to the Mogul of 
£250,000. This appeared strange. — Why, says Mr. Crofts, 
I never discovered it ; nor was it ever intimated to me that 
it had been stopped from October, 1773, rill the other day, 
when I was informed that I ought not to have made an 
entry of the last payments. These were his expressions. 
You will find the whole relation in the Bengal Appendix, 
jirinted by the orders of the court of directors. When Mr. 
Croftes was asked a very natural question, "Who first told 
you of your mistake ? — who acquainted you with Mr. Hast- 
ings’s orders, that the payment should be expunged from the 
account ? — ^What is his answer ? It is an answer worthy of 
!Mr. ^riddlcton, an answer worthy of Mr. Larkins, or of any cf 
the other white banyans of hir. Hastings : Oh I I have foi;got- 
ten. Here you have an accountant-general kept in ignorance, 
or who pretends to be ignorant, of so large a payment as 
£250,000 ; who enters it falsely in his account ; and when 
asked who apprized him of his mistake, says that he has 
really forgotten. 

Oh, my lords, what resources there are in oblivion, what 
resources there are in bad memory ! no genius ever has done 
60 much for mankind as this mental defect has done for hir. 
Hastings’s accountants. It was said by one of the ancient 
philosophers, to a man who proposed to teach people memoiy 

“ I you could teach me oblivion ; I wish you could 

teach me to forget.” These people have certainly not been 
taught the art of memory, but they appear perfect masters 
of the art of forgetting. My lords, this is not aU; ^d 
I must request your lordships’ attention to the whole of the 
account, as it appears in the account of the arre^ due to the 
king, aynexed to your minutes. Here os a kmd of labyrinth, 
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■wl)ere fraud mn* into fraud. On tl» credit nde toq find 
stated tliere eigbt lack* paid to tbe Ymer, and to m taken 
frnm the MogoTt tribute, for the support of an army, oi 
Trlnch be him^lf had stipulated to beer the ^ole expenaea. 
Qliebe aght lacki are thui fraadalentlj aocoonted for upon 
the free of the thmg } and with reep^ to eighteen lack*, 
the remainder of the trtbntd^ there n no aoooont giren of it 
at alL Ihla sum Ifr Haatma must, thenferre, Ittre pock- 
eted for bn own nae, or that <n boa gang of peculatora ; and 
whilat be was pretendmg to aare von eight lacks bj oce 
frand, be committed anotbar fraud of eigbtera lacks for bito- 
•elf I and this u the method hj which one set of pecnlatioa 
begets another m the economy of fraud. 

Xbus moeb of tbeae aflana I thmk mrself bound to state 
to jour lordships upon this occasion ) for, although not ems 
tcto has been proonced bj the counsel to snpport the aSe- 

C ons of the prisoner at your bar, yot, knowing that yonr 
skips, high as you are, ore still but men, knowing also 
that bold assectuns and confident declantioni are apt to 
make some in^resaon upon all men’s mrods, we oppose his 
allegatioDS. Bot how do we oppose them P— Not oy tbhigi 
of toe like nature. We oppose them, by showing yem that 
the House of Oommons, after dfiigent inre^gatlan, has con- 
demned them, and by stating the grounds upon which the 
House foundM its condemnation. We send yoa to the 
records of the Oompsny, if you want to pnrsoe this matter 
fhrther, to enl^ten tout own minds upon the subiect. Ho 
not thmk, my lords, that we ore not aware bow ridiciiloas it 
is for other party^ the aoensor or the accused, to mske here 
any assertions without produann Tonchexa for tbemi we 
know it} bnt we are prepared mia ready to take upon ui the 
pTooft and we sboold be ashamed to aaseii anything that 
we are not able dbecUy to substantiate, by an immedislo 
reference to uncontradioted endecce. 

With regard to the ments pleaded by the prisoner, wo 
could pffiwi that plea wihi a single stroke, by saying there 
is no endence bobre your lordships of any fiudi merits. 
But wo have done more. Wo hare slwm yon thst the 
things which be has set up as merits are atnxaous Crimea, 
gnd that there is not one of them which docs notfln tb* 
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very nnturo and circumstances of it, carry eridenco of base 
corruption, as ■well as of flagrant injustice and notorious breach 
of public fnitli. 

The next thing that he tabes credit for is precisely aP act 
of this description. The Mogul had, by solemn stipulation 
■with tho Company, a royal domain insured to him, consisting 
of two provinces, Corah and Allahabad. Of both these pro- 
■vdnees jlr. Hastings deprived tho Mogul ^ipon ■weak pre- 
tences, if proved, in point of fact, but •which -were never 
proved, in any sense, against him, I allude particularly to 
his alleged alliance with the hlahrattas, a people, by the 
•way, with whom wc were not then at war, and with whom 
be had ns good a right ns Hudjeive Kliftn to enter into alli- 
ance at that time. He takes these domains, almost tho last 
■wrecks of empire left to the descendant of Tamerlane, from 
the man, I say, to whose voluntary grants we owe it that we 
have put a foot in Bengal. Surely we ought, at least, to have 
kept our faith in leaving this Inst retreat to that unfortunate 
pnnee. The House ot Commons was of that opinion, and 
consequently they resolved, “ that the transfer of Corah and 
Allahabad to the Vizier was contrary to policy and good 
faith.” This is what tho Commons think of this business, 
which Mr. Hastings pleads as merits. 

But I have not yet done ■with it. These provinces are 
estimated as worth ^enty-two lacks, or thereabouts, that is, 
about £220,000 a year. 1 believe they were improvable to 
a good deal more. But what does Mr. Hastings do P Instead 
of taking them into the Company’s possession for the purpose 
of preserving them for the Mogul, upon the event of our 
being better satisfied with his conduct, or of appropriating 
them to the Company’s advantage, he sells them to the Na- 
bob of Oude, who he knew had the art, above all men, of de- 
stroying a coimtry which he was to keep, or which he might 
fear be was not to keep, permanent possession of. And what 
do you think he sold them for ? He sold them at a bttle 
more than two years’ pruebase. •»'W’ill any man believe that 
Mr. HAstings, when he sold these provinces to the Vizier for 
two years’ purchase (and when there was no man that would 
not have given ten years’ purchase for them), did not ■ put 
the diference between the real and pretended value into hia 
O'wn pocket and that of his associates ? 
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■where fiirad rmii mto ftind. On the credit Bide Ton find 
ftated there oght kcki paid to the Viner, ond to do taken 
from the MoguTa tribnio, for the itipport of an armj, ot 
which he himtelf had itipulated to bear the whole expenae*. 
Uiebe eight lacks are thua frandolentlj aocoimted for upon 
■the lace of the tbmg , and with reep^ to eighteen lack*, 
the remainder of the tribute^ there la no account giren of rt 
at alL Thu anm Mr Haabn^ mint, tberefbre, lure p^> 
eted for hia own nae, or that of bis gang of peciilatora , and 
■whilat he 'was pretending to tare too eight lacks bjr one 
frwud, be oommirted another flwod of ei:^teenUci:a for h/m- 
aelf ] and thii ia the method bjr which one act of pecolatioQ 
beg^ another in the economy of fraud. 

Thus much of there adam 1 think mjaelf bound to state 
to your lordahipt upon tbia occasion ; Iot, although not on^ 
word has been prodaced by the counael to support the alle- 
ffafanna of the pnaoner at your bar, yet, knowmg that your 
fordahipa, high aa yon are, are a^ but men, knowing also 
that bold aseertiona and oonfldest de^arationa are apt to 
make some impreetKin upon oil me&*s mmda, ■we oppcee hii 
alleaatioua. But how do we oppo ee them P^Not dj thioga 
of w like nature. We oppoee them^ by ahoving reu that 
the House of Oonmoua, after diligent inTestigBt>ou,ha8 con* 
demned them, and by atatmg the grounda upon irhich the 
Honse foemded its condemnahon. We send you to thO 
records of the Company, if you ■ynint to pursue this matter 
fbrtber, to cnl^ten your own mmda upon the Bubject BO 
not think, my feda, that ire are not aware how ruficulooi it 
iB for either party, the aocuaer or the accused, to make here 
any aasertiona without produanc Touchers for them: we 
know it j but we are prepared ana reedy to take uptm us the 
proofi and ire sbould be aabamod to awtrt anytlimg that 
■we ore not able directly to substantiate, by an immediate 
reference to uncontradioted endoice. 

"S^tb regard to the merits pleeded 1^ the prisoner, we 
could that plea wiKi a ainrie stroke, bf saying there 

IS no endence before year lortuHps of any sxudi tnenta. 
But ■we bare done more Wo hsTu shown you that the 
things which he baa eet up u merits are atrodous crimes, 
and that there la not one of them srhich docs not/ in the 
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rcTj nnturo nnd circumstjinccs of it, carry evidence of base 
corrupHon, as well ns of flagrant injustice and notorious breach 
of public faith. 

The next thing that he talccs credit for is precisely an act 
of this description. The Mogul had, by solemn stipulation 
with tlio Company, a royal domain insured to him, consisting 
of two provinces,’ Corah arid Allahabad. Of both these pro- 
vinces Mr. Hastings deprived the !Mogul upon weak pre- 
tences, if proved, in point of fact, but which were never 
proved, in any sonse, against him. I allude particularly to 
his alleged alliance with the Mahrattas, a people, by the 
way, ivith whom we were not tlicn at war, and with whom 
he had ns good a right ns Nudjeive Khfm to enter into alli- 
ance at that time. He takes these domains, almost the last 
wrecks of empire left to the descendant of Tamerlane, from 
the man, I say, to whose voluntav}' grants wo owe it that we 
have put a foot in Bengal. Surely we ought, at least, to have 
kept our faith in leaving Ibis last retreat to that unfortunate 
pnncc. The House oi Commons was of that opinion, and 
consequently they resolved, “ that the transfer of Cornli and 
Allahabad to the Vizier was contrary to polic}' and good 
faith.” Tliis is ivhat the Commons think of this business, 
which Mr. Hastings pleads ns merits. 

But I have not 3'ct done with it. Tlieso provinces aro 
estimated as worth twenty-two lacks, or thereabouts, that is, 
about £220,000 a year. 1 believe they were improvable to 
a good deal more. But what does Mr. Hastings do P Instead 
of taldng them into the Company’s possession for the purpose 
of preserving them for the Mogul, upon the event of our 
being better satisfied with his conduct, or of appropriating 
them to the Company’s advantage, he sells them to the Na- 
bob of Oude, who he knew had the art, above nil men, of de- 
stroying a comitry which he was to keep, or which he might 
fear he was not to keep, permanent possession of. And what 
do you think he sold them for ? He sold them at a little 
more than two years’ purchase. -iWill any man believe that 
Mr. Hastings, when he sold these provinces to the Vizier for 
two years’ purchase (and when there was no man that would 
not have given ten years’ purchase for them), did not put 
the difference between the real and pretended value into bia 
Own pocket and that of his associates ? 

: \ 
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"We diJiTp©, therefore, flrefc, that thli act. fcr which he a»« 
fumea ment, iru in itaelf a breadi of liith ; next, that the 
sale of tbete pronneea iras acandalcraBlr condacted { end 
thirdlj, that tiue aak, at one-fi^ of the real raloe, wai 
eSectod for corrapt pnrpoaea. Thna an act of threefold de- 
Jinqnancy la one oT the meriti staled with great pomp hj 
hia oonnaeL 

Another of hii menta is the stoppage of the pennon which 
the Company was under an obligation to par to Nin^re 
Khin ) — a matter which, eren if admitted to m a ment, ii 
certainly not worth, aa a aet-ofiC mooh connderatlacL 

Bat Uere la another set-of of merit upon which he plume* 
himself and aeti an exceedingly high ralne^he tale of the 
Bohilla nation to that worthier tyr^t, the Yiner, them onel 
and bitter enemy, tho midleet tyrant, perhaps, that ercr 
exiated, and their moat implacable enemy, if we except Mr 
Haatmgs, who appear* to hare had a concealed degree of 
ammoaity, pnhli^ pnrate, or political, against them To 
thn man he sold thla whole nation, whose eoantry, nilti* 
rated like a garden, waa soon reduced, at Mr HaatiDgt, from 
the oharacter of the Yizier, knew wonld be the eonaegasDce, 
to a mere deaert, for £4CK),000; bo rent a bngade of oor 
troops to aaalst the Ymor in extirpatiDg theeo people, who 
were the brareat, the most honoornl^ and genrrooa nation 
upon earth Thoee who were not left alau^tered to rot 
upon the mQ of their natnre country, were ernoDy oipelled 
from it, and sent to publiah the merales* and acandaloua be- 
harioor of Great Britain from one end of Iniha to the other 
1 beliere there la not an booea^ ingenuona, or fcolmg heart 
upon the face of the globe^ I bdiore there ia no man poa* 
aeaaing the leaat degree of regard to honour and Joatice, ha< 
inanity and good peuiey, that £d not reprohote thn act. The 
court of director*, wl^ they beard ta it, re p robated It In 
the atrongett manner | the court of proprietor* reprobated 
it in the KTongest manner ( by the Uonae cf Commenu, after 
tbe moat dlbgent inreatlgctian, it waa, in a re^ulion mored 
by itr Dondaa, nmrobeted m tho i troug e ti manner i and 
thla la the act which Mr Hastingi bring* fomid before 
your lordihips ai a merit. 

But, again, I can prore, that in thla, perhaps, tbo mo*t 
atrodooi of all hia detoen^ there ii a most bc^d and oe* 
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fiirious secret corruption lurking. I can tell your lordships, 
that Sir E.obert Barker was offered by this Vizier, for about 
one-balf of this very country, namely, the country of the 
Eohillae, a sum of fffty lacks of rupees, that is, £500,000. 
hir. Hastings -svas informed of this offer by Sm Bobert Barker, 
in his letter of the 24th March, 1773. Still, in the face of 
this information, hir. Hastings took for the Company only 
forty lacks of rupees. I leave your lordships to draw your 
own conclusion from these facts. You will judge what be- 
came of the difference between the price offered and the 
^rice accounted for, as taken ; nothing on earth can hide 
from mankind why Mr. Hastings made this wicked, corrupt 
bargain for the extermination of a brave and generous people : 
why he took £400,000 for the whole of that, for half of 
which he was offered and knew he might have had £500,000. 

Your lordships will observe, that for all these facts there 
is no evidence on the one side or on the other, directly before 
you. Their merits have been insisted upon in long and labori- 
ous details and discussions, both by Mr. Hastings himself 
and by his counsel. "W e have answered them for that reason ; 
but we answer them with a direct reference to records and 
papers, from which your lordships may judge of them as set- 
offs and merits. I believe your lordships will now hardly 
receive them as merits to set off guilt, since in every one of 
them there is both guilt in the act, and strong ground for pre- 
suming that he had corruptly taken money for himself. 

The last act of merit that has been insisted upon by his 
counsel is the Mahratta peace. They have stated to you 
the distresses of the Company, to justify the unhandsome 
and improper means that he took of making this peace. ^Ir, 
Hastings himself'has laid hold of the same opportunity of 
magnifying the difHculties which, during his government, he 
had to contend vith. Here he displays all his tactics. He 
spreads all his sails, and here catches every gale. He s.ays, 

I found all India confederated against you. I found not the 
ilahrattas alone ; I found ivar throi:gh a hundred hostile rfatea 
fulminated against you; T found the Peshwa, the Isizam, 
H} der Ally, the Bajah r)f IJcrar, all combined together foryour 
destruction. I stcimnod the torrent ; fortitade is mv charac- 
ter. I faced and overentiK! all those dimcultiK, tu^ ■ 

your affairs safe on nhoro ; fill I stood th** ^ 
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My Lord*, wo of the Hoaoe of CommoM hare before heard 
all thu, bnt we cannot for^ that we examined into erery 
part of it, and that we did not find a angle fact itoted by 
him, that wax not a ground of cenanro and reprobabotL Tho 
Honae of Commona, in the reaolntions to which I hare al* 
l-ided, have declared that Mr Kaitmgg, the fint author of 
the«e proceeding!, took advantage of an ambignoua letter of 
the court of director!, to break and violate the most solemn, 
the moat advantageona, and oaefol treaty that the Company 
had ever made m India; and that this condnot of hia pro* 
dneed the itrange and unnatural jonchon which, he fayi. bo 
found formed against the Company, and with which he had 
to eombdt. I shonld trooblo yonr l4irdBhip« with bnt a brief 
atatement of tho facta, and if I do not enter mom at lar^ m 
observing upon them, it it because I cannot bat feel ahocked 
at the indecency and impropne^ of yoor being obhged to 
hear of that at ment, which tho Hoote of Oommont hot 


condemned in oveiy part TowJordahipsrecmTed obliquely 
ervidenoe from the pnaonerat your bar npon thiainl^ect , yrt 
when vpe came and. desired your full ingaiiy into it, 
lordihipa, for wi«e and jottreatona, 1 have do douht, relWd 
onr revest. 1 mast, however, a^in protest on the part of 
the Commont againat yoor lorMlups receiving tuch (mdeneo 
at aQ, os rdevant to yoor judgment, nnlen the Uoute of 
Oommont u fuUv heard upon it. 

But to proceed. — ^The govamment of Bombay had offended 
the Mahratta states, hr a most violent and tcandalout tggret* 
tion. They afkennirat mode a treaW of peace with them, 
boDourahle end advantagrout to tho dompony This treaty 
was mado by Colonel Upton, and b called The Treaty of 
Ponmdjt Mr Ilastinga trroko that treaty, hit declared 
pnnaple, that you are to look in war for tlu rctourcet of 
yenr government. All India wna at that tuuo i;j peace. 
Hyder Ally did not dare to attack ut ; becaase be was afraid 
that hb mutuml enemtet, the Mahratt^ would fall upon him. 
Ihe Nbam could not attn^k ut, because be was also afraid 
of thoMahnilta!. Tho Mahratta state Itaelf was dinded into 
such discordant branches, as to mako it impoasiblo for them 
to unite in any ono object -that commonwralth, wbicb ccr* 
tainly at that tiino was tho terror of India, waa so broken, as 
to nradcr either totally incfleetivo or easy to bo retblcdn 
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there wap not one f;nvoninicnt in Tn<lia Hint did not look uj) 
to Great Britain an holding the hnlnnec of power, nnd in nposi* 
Hon to control nnd do jupticc to every innividnnl parly in it. 
At that juncture hlr. Jlnpting.-i dclihenitoly broke the treaty 
of Porundn ; nnd aftenvard?, hy hrenking faith with anil 
attacking all the powers, one after nnother, he produced that 
very union which one would hardly have expected that the 
incapacity or ill faith of nny governor couhl have cflccted. 
Tour lordships shall hear the host nnd most incontroverliblo 
oHdence, both of his incnnacitv nnd ill faith, nnd of the con- 
poquenccs which they prouucctl. It is the declaration of one 
of the latest of their allic.s, concerning all these proceedings. 
It is contained in a letter from the B.njnb of Berar, directly 
and strongly inculpating hlr. Hastings, upon facts 'which ho 
has never denied, and by arguments whicli he has never re- 
futed, ns being himself tlic cause of that very junction of all 
the powers of India against us. 

Letter from Bcncram Pundit. — “As the friendship of tho 
English is, at all event?, the first nnd most necessary' consider- 
ation, I will therefore exert myself in ostahUshnig peace ; 
for the power of making jioacc with all is the host object ; 
to this all other measures arc subservient, nnd will certainly 
he done hy them, the English. Ton wtiIc, th.at after haxnug 
laid tho foundation of peace with the Pundit Purdhnun, it is 
requisite that some troops should ho scut with General God- 
dard against Ilydcr Isnig, nnd lake possession of his countT3% 
when all those "engagements nnd proposals may he assented 
to. My reason is confounded in discussing this suggestion 
at a time when Hydcr Naig is in cverj' respect in nlh’ance 
with tho Peisliwa, and has assisted, ■with his soul and life, to 
repel the English. Eor us to unite our troops ixnth those of 
tho enemj^ and extirpate him, — would not this fix the stamp 
of infamy upon us for ever? "Would nny prince, for gener- 
ations to come, ever after assist us, or unite xvith the Peish- 
wn ? Be yourself tho judge, and say whether such a con- 
duct would become a prince or not. — Why then do you 
mention it ? — why do you w’rite it ? 

•• Tlie case is as follows. — At first there was the utmost 
enmity between Hyder Naig nnd the Pundit Purdhaun, and 
there waS the fullest intention of sending troops into Hyder 
Kaig’s country ; and after the conclusion of the war with 
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Bombay and tbe capture of Eagoimut How, It waa finnly 
reaolred to Bend troopa into that quarter ; and a reliance xos 
placed In the trea^ which wna entered into by the gentlemen 
of Bombay before the'War ; but when Eagonant again went 
to them, and Geneml Goddard was ready to commence hos* 
tHitie* — when no regard w'aa pwd to the friendly proposals 
made by ni and tw Pundit Heishwa — when tbey desisted 
from oommg to Poonah, agreeable to their promise, and a 
eategoncal answer was grten to the deputies fiura Poonah j 
the mnnaten of Poonah then consulted among tberoselrci^ 
and haring adnaed with the Nabob NUam ul Bowlah, thet 
considered that as enenuea were appeanng on both ndes, and 
ft would be difficult to cope with Doth, what was to be done. 
Peace most be made with one of them, and war most be 
earned on with the other They wished abore all things, in 
thmr hesrts. to make peace with the Bnglnh gentlemen, end 
to unite with them to punish Hydor Naig , but these gen* 
tleraen had plainly rofttsed to enter into any terms of recon- 
ciliation ( it was tWefore adruable to accotnmo^te maUora 
with Hrder Nais, althoo^ ho bad been long an eoemy.^ 
"What eUe could oe done F Haring nothing fefl for it, they 
ware compelled to enter into an muon with llyder " 

Jly lords, this declaration, made to ifr Hastings bim»el(^ 
was nercr answered by hlmi mdood, anawtred it could not 
bo, because the thing was manifest, that all tho dwolalion 
of the Camatio by Hydcr Ally, all these difficulties upon 
which ho has insisted, the whole of that union by which ho 
was pTCtsed, and against which, as bo says he boro np with 
sudi fortitude, was hU own work, tho consoqucnecs of hU 
bad faith and his not listening to any reasonable terms of 
pcaca 

But, my lords, see what sort of peace he oflorwanls made 
I could prove, if I were called uoou so to do, from tffls paper, 
that they hare hod the foUy ana madness to prodnco to ron 
for other purposes, ijp might at anr time Imre made i 
bettor treaty, and haro cSncluded a moro secure and silvan- 
tagoous peace, than, that which at last be acceded loj that 
tho treaty he made was both disadTontageous and duhonoiir- 
able } inasmuch, as we gare up orery ally we hail, and earn- 
Seed them to the resentment of tto enemy i that >hbaJa;;« 
Bcindia gained by ft an empire of a magnitude dangerous to 
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our very oxistenco in India ; tLat tin's chief was remitted to 
exterminate all the many little gallant 
between us and the Mnhrattas, and whoso pohey led them to 
guard against the ambitious designs of that government. 
Almost all these lesser powers, from central India quite up 
to the mountains that divide India from Tartaiy, almost all 
these, I say, were exterminated by him, or wero brought 
under a cruel subjection. The pcaco ho wadq with Mr. 
Hastings was for the very purpose of doing all this ; and Mr. 
Hastings enablod him, and gave liim tlio means of cucctiiig 
it. Advert next, my lords, to what ho did wdlb other allies, 
By the treaty of Porunda, made hy Colonel Upton, and 
which he flagitiously broke, wo had acquired what, God 
knows, we little merited from tho hlahrattas, twelve lacks 
(£112,000) for tho expenses of tho war, and a country of 
three lacks of annual revenue, the province of Burratch and 
the Isle of Salset, and other small islands convenient for us 
upon that coast. This was a great, useful, and momentous 
accession of territory and of revenue, and wo got it with 
honour ; for not one of our allies was sacrificed hy this treaty. 
We had even obtained from the Mahrattns for Bngonaut Bow, 
our support of whom against that government was a principal 
cause of the war, an establishment of a thousniid liorso, to 
bo moiutained at their expense, and a jnghiro for his other 
expenses of three lacks of rupees per annum, payable 
monthly, with leave to resido within their territories, with 
no other condition than that he should not remove from the 
place fixed for his residence, for the purpose of oxciting dis* 
tnrhances against their govomment. They also stipulated 
for the pardon of aB his adherents, except four ; and the only 
condition they required from us was, that wo should not 
assist him in case ol any future disturbance. But Mr. Hast- 
ings, hy^his treaty, surrendered that country of three lacks 
of revenue ; he made no stipulation for the expenses of the 
ww, ,nor indemnity for any of the persona whom ho had 
seduced into the rebellion, in favour of Kagonnut Bow. H 0 
all up to the vengeance of their governments, 
without a stroke of a pen in their favour, to ho banished, 
conuB^ted, and ^done. And as to Bagonaut Bow, instead 
oi -goTOng him this honourable and secure reti-eat, as ho was 
U,onnd to do, this unfortunate man was ordered to retire ' to 
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Bombay and the capture of Kagonaut Bott, it ttm finnlj 
retolred to acnd troops into that qnirter , and a rclmnee iraa 
placed In the treaty which was entered into by the gentlemen 
of Bombay before the war i but when Bagonout agam went 
to them, and General Godoard wu ready to commonce hcE»< 
tilities — when no regard wai to the friendly proporals 

made by na and the Pundit Peahwa — when they deaiited 
from coming to Poonoh, agreenhle to their promiae, and a 
categoncal anawer waa grren to the dopntiei from Poonah j 
the mbutters of Poonah then consulted among themael res, 
and hatiM admed with the Nabob Nixam nl Dowlah, ther 
contiderTxrthat as enemies were appearing on both sides, and 
it woold bo difficult to cope with Mth, what was to be done. 
Peace must bo made with ono of them, and war most be 
carried on with tho other They wished abore all things, in 
thdr haarta, to make peace with the English gentlemen, and 
to unito with them to punish Hjder Naig , but these gen* 
tlemen had plainlr refused to enter into any terms of recoo- 
cOlatloQ , it was therefore adnsablc to accommodate matters 
srith Hraer Ntig, altboogh be had been Ions an enemy.>— 
'NThat else could be done P Haring nothing left for it, they 
were compelled to enter into an nolon with Ilyder 

hly lords, this declaration, made to ^fr IlajliDgs himself, 
nis nerer answered by hitni indeed, answered It could not 
be; becanse the thine was manifest, that all the desolation 
of the Carnatic by ilvder Ally, all these difficulties upon 
which he has insisted, fhe whole of that nnioo by which be 
was pressed, and against which, as ho says, he b^ up with 
such fortitude, was his own work, the consequences of hts 
had faitb and his not listening to any reasonable terms oi 
peace 

But. mr lords see what sort of peace ho aflerwsnls made 
I ctralu proiT, if I were called upon so to do, frnm tJTls paper, 
that they hare had the folly ana madness to produce to too 
for otbCT purposes, that Ijp might at any tirne hare made a 
better tresty, and haro concluded a more setnire and adron* 
fageoos pca'cr, than that wbith at last he acceded to/ that 
the treaty he made was both dtsadrantageous tnd dishonour- 
able ; inasmuch, as we gare up crery allr we had, and wnr 
Seed them to the resentment of the enemr i that AMtadaW 
Bdndia gained by it an empire of a magnitudo dangerous to 
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LT veiy existence in India ; that this chief was permitted to 
terminate all the many little gallant nations that stood 
tween us and the Mahrattaa, and whose policy led them to ' 
lard against the ambitious designs of that government, 
[most m these lesser powers, from central India quite up 
the mountains that divide India from Tartary, almost all 
ese, I say, were exterminated by him, or were brought 
ider a cruel subjection. The peace he made with Mr. 
astings was for the very purpose of doing aU this ; and Mr. 
astings enabled him, and gave him the means of effecting 
Advert next, my lords, to what he did with other allies. 
j the treaty of Porunda, made by Colonel Upton, and 
liich he flagitiously broke, we had acquired what, God 
lows, we little merited from the Mahrattas, twelve lacks 
3112,000) for the expenses of the war, and a country of 
ree lacks of annual revenue, the province of Burratch and 
e Isle of Salset, and other small islands convenient for us 
ion that coast. This was a great, useful, and momentous 
cession of territory and of revenue, and we got it with 
)nour ; for not one of our allies was sacrificed by this treaty, 
''e had even obtained from the Mahrattas for Eagonaut Eow, 
IT support of whom against that government was a principal 
use of the war, an establishment of a thousand horse, to 
I maintained at their expense, and a jaghire for his other 
penses of three lacks of rupees per annum, payable 
onthly, with leave to reside within their territories, with 
) other condition than that he should not remove from the 
ace fixed for his residence, for the purpose of exciting dis- 
rbances against their government. They also stipulated . 
r the pardon of all his adherents, except four ; and the only 
indition they required from us was, that we should not 
sist him in case ot any future disturbance. But Mr. Hast- 
gs, by his treaty, surrendered that country of three lacks 
‘ revenue ; he made no stipulation for the expenses of the 
ar, nor indemnity for any of the persons whom he had 
duced into the rebellion, in favour of Eagonaut Eow. He 
ive them all up to the vengeance of their governments, 
ithout a stroke of a pen in their favour, to he banished, 
jnfiscated, and undone. And as to Eagonaut Eow, instead 
'■getting him this honourable and secure retreat, as he was 
jund tb do, this unfortunate man was ordered to retire to 


431 


•men DT rm tuTXxonHxn or 


hit enetaj*! (Hahadajeo BomdWi) c oimti y ; or otberwiio b« 
wot ixot to rc^TO a imUiog for has nudntenanee. 1 vOl now 
aik joor lordthi^ whet^ anj rn^ti hni Mr Hoatingt 
wonld dflim a merit with hu own coi in trj tor haring brohen 
the trea^ ot Pomnda P Toot lordthip* know the opinion 
of the llooBe of Oomcoont rctncelbg it ( hit ooUcaguoa in 
coandl had remonttrated with mm upon It^ and had stated 
the mltchiefithat would resultfrom it , and Sir Pjre Cooto, 
the commander of the Companr’t foreet. writing at the tame 
time from Hadiai, itatet, tnat he thought it would hiftUIbl/ 
bnne down upon them Hjder ADj, who, th^ bad reason 
to think, waa bent upon the utter deatmction of the power 
of this co un ty m India, end was onlf waiting foe some 
criab in our amnn troaroble to his de«gna. This, ra^ lords, 
ts to he one of the setods against all the cnmei, egamat the 
multiplied frauds, onelbea, and oppretsions, all corrupt 
nraet^Ma, prorarmations, and awiudlmgs, that we hare u- 
leged against bio. 

Uj wds, H would be an endless undcrtakific, and neh u 
at tmi hour of the day we. as well as your lordships, am 
littlo fitted to engage in, if 1 were to attmpt to search into 
and unreii all the soowt motiTes, or to expose, as it dcserres, 
the shamelces eudadtj, of thu man’s conduct. of your 

lordships can bare obserred, without astomihmcnt, the selec- 
tion 01 bis menis, as be andaaoosly calls them, which has 
been brought before you. The last of this srfection, in 
p^cular^ooks as If he meant to mile and spit upon the 
legislature of ha country j because we md you IhooBut it fit, 
and were resolred to publish to all Indm, that we will not 
countenance oflensiro wars , and that you felt this so 
strongly, as to pass the first act of aland th^ was ermnado} 
osmeiT, an act to limit the discretionary powrr of gorero- 
ment m making war soldy i end because you baro ^cme this 
solely, and upon no other aecount, and for no other reason 
under heaTcn, than the abuse whi^ that man at your bar 
has made of it, and for which abuse be now presumes to 
take merit to himself. I will read this part of the act to 
Toor lordships. 

[Itr Burke hero read 21 Geo. in cap 2t, sect 31-3 

** And whereas to pursue aehemes of conauect and sitetv 
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Bion of dominion ’^ia India are measures repugnant to..tlie 
•wisli, the honour, and polic;y of this nation ; Be it therefore 
futher enacted by the authority aforesaid. That it shall not 
be lawful for the Q-overnor-General and council of Fort "Wil- 
liam aforesaid, without the express comniand and authority 
of the said court of directors, or of the secret committee of 
the said court of directors, in any case (except where hos- 
tilities have actually been commenced, or preparations actu- 
ally made for the commencement of hostilities against the 
British nation in India, or against some of the princes or 
states dependent thereon, or whose territories the said united 
Company shall be at such time engaged by any subsisting 
treaty to defend or guarantee), either to declare war or com- 
mence hostilities, or enter into any treaty for making war, 
agaihst any of the country princes or states in India, or any 
treaty for guaranteeing the possessions of any country princes 
or states ; and that in such case it shall not be lawful for the 
said Governor- Qnneral and council to declare war, or commence 
liostilities, or enter into treaty for making war, against other 
prince or state than such as shall be actually committing hos- 
tilities or making preparations as aforesaid, or to make such 
treaty for guaranteeing the possessions of any prince or state, 
but upon the consideration of such prince or state actually 
engaging to assist the Company against such hostilities com- 
menced or preparations made as aforesaid ; and in all cases 
where such hostilities shall be commenced or treaty made, 
the said Governor- General and council shall, by the most ex- 
peditious means they can devise, communicate the same 
unto the said court of directors, together with a full state of 
the information and intelligence upon which they shall have 
commenced such hostilities or made such treaties, and their 
motives and reasons for the same at large.” 

It is the firat act of the kind that ever was made in thi? 
Idngdom, the first statute, I believe, that ever was made by 
'the legislature of any nation upon the subject, and it was 
made solely upon the resolution^ to which we had come 
against -the violent, intemperate, unjust, and perfidious acts 
of this man at your lordships’ bar, and which acts are now 
produced before your lordships as merits. 

. To show further to your lordships how necessary this 
aet was, here is a part of his own correspondence, (he last 
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thing I ihoQ b«g to re»d to jonr lordihlpt^ and upon which 
1 shall Eiflke no other common^ than th^ jcn. will leani 
from it how well Britnh faith was kept tnia m«r) j aihl 
that It was the Tiolafcion of British faith which pr er en ted 
our hsTU)^ the most adrantageous peace^ end hronght on all 
the calamities of war. 

It is pert of a letter &om the minister of the of Be* 
nr, a man called Beneram Pandit^ with whom Hr. Halting 
was at the time trea ti ng for a peace ^ and he teUs hnn w^ 
he might hare had peace at that time, and wh^ he had it 
not ] and that the eaon of it was Us own ndicnlous and 
eren boSbomsh perBdkmsDeaB, which exposed him to the 
ridicule of all the princes of India, and inth him the whole 
Bntiah nation. 

” But afterwards reflecting that it rras not adnsahle for 
me to be in soi^ host^ before 1 bad nnderatood all the eon* 
tents of the papers j 1 on<med them in the presence of the 
Maha Bajah, when all the Kharetas letter, eopiee, and treaties, 
were perused with the greatest attentioo and cere Pint, 
thep eonnneed ns of jour great troth and nneen^, and ttiat 
jon nerer, Gira the beUn£dn|r to this tune, were inriuied to 
the present dupates and bostintiet { and next, that jon Iiare 
not incladed In the articles of the treaty ant of yonr wishes 
or (nolmationa, and, in abort, the gardra of tbe treaty ap* 
peored to ui in all its parts green and flourishing Bnt 
though the fruits of it were eieeucnt, yet they appear oiflercnt 
from those of Colonel Upton's treaty (the particulars of 
which I hare frequently written to you), and, upon tasting 
them, pTore to ^bitter and rery diCerent, when compared to 
tbe former articl^ How can any of tbe tAi and cstabUihed 
obligations be omitted, and new matters agreed to, which It is 
plain that they will produce and damsge ? Some pwints which 
you hare mentioneo, under the plea u tbe faith and ohserr* 
anco of treaties, are of such a natnre that the Foonah min* 
liters *^an nerer assent to them t in all engsgements and im* 
portont transactions, in which the words hat, and 
and betidft. and wAcrror, and snSy, and ether such words of 
doubt are introdurcd. It giret an opening to disputes and 

mUuaderstaiidlngt- A treaty Is meant for tbe entice irtoorsl 
01 til dlflcrences, not for the increase of tbm. My depart- 
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uro for Poonah lias tlicreforo been delayed.” My lords, con, 
aider to wlaat ironies and insnlts tliis nation was exposed, and 
how necessary it was for us to originate that bill, whlcli your 
lordships passed into au act of parliament, with his IMajesty’s 
assent ; the words hut, alihottgli, besides, whereas, and tohj, 
and such like, arc introduced to give an opening, and so on. 
Then ho desires him to scud another treaty, fit for him to 
sign. 

“ I have therefore kept the treaty noth the greatest' enro 
and caution in my possession, and have taken a copy of it ; 
I have added to each article another, which appeared to me 
proper and adnsablo ; and without any loss or disadvantage 
to the English, or anything more in favour of the Pundit 
Pur^haun than was contained in tlie former treaties. This I 
have sent to you, aud hope that you will prepare and send a 
treaty conformable to that, without any lesides, or if, or ich^, 
or hut, and whereas, that as soon ns it arrives I may depart 
for Poonah, and having united wth mo Eow ]\Iahadajeo 
Scindia, and having brought over the Nabob, Nizam ul Dow- 
lah, to this business, I may settle and adjust all matters which 
arc in this bad situation. As soon ns I have received my 
dismission from thence, I would set ofi' for Calcutta, and re- 
present to vou everything, which for a long while I have had 
in my mind, imd by this tiunsnction erect to the view of all 
the world the standard of the gre-atness and goodness of the 
English,' and of my masters, and extinguish the flames of 
war with the waters of friendship. The compassing all 
those advantages and happy prospects depends entirely upon 
your -ndll and consent ; and the power of bringing them to 
an issue is in your hands alone.” 

My lords, yon may here see the necessity there was for 
passing ^he act of parliament which I have just read to you, 
in order to prevent in future the recurrence of that want of 
faith of which Mr. Hastings had been so notoriously guilty, 
and by which he had not only uhited all India against us, 
and had hindered us from making, for a long time, any peace 
at all, but had exposed the British character to the irony, 
Bcom, derision, and insult of the whole people of that vast 
qoutineht. 
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Mt lord*, in the progm* of thi* unpcftthment tou hsr® 
hfiora otrr duirgoi , jou Hato heArd pnioner'i ^ea of 
mfjnti } you ha^ heard our obaerratiaiiB on them. ^ the 
progrea of thi* impeachment, yon hare •oen the oonditacm 
in which Mr Hasting* recamd Henarea i yon hare seen the 
condition m which Mr Hasting* recoirod the ooimtry of the 
EohillA* ; yon hare aeon the condition m which be recnrcd 
the country of Oade , yon hare teen the condition in which 
be reomred the prormoea of Bengal ; yon hare aeen the 
condition of the oountiy when the natire goremment was 
sneceeded hy that of Mr Hastmga { yon hare seen the lu^ 
pmev and prosperity of all its inhs^tnnta, from those of tM 
tughest to those of the loweat rank. My lords, yon hare 
Been the rery reT cr ee of all thia under goremiaant of 
Mr Bartmga ) the country itseU^ all rta beeoty and glory 
ending In a jungle for wild beasts. Ton hare seen flonmh> 
ing Cuuihei reduced to implore that pity which the poorest 
man and the meanest eituaticiD might Tvry w^ call for Yon 
hare seen whole natiana in the mass redocaed to a eondition 
of the same drstiresa. dSMse thioA m hi* g p re roineDt at 
home ] abroad, sconi, contempt, and denakm east upon and 
eoTcnng the Britadi name t warstirred op, and diihonoarable 
treaties of peace made, hr the prostitution of British • 
bith How taka, my lor^ together aQ the multiplied d»> 
hnqnencies whld we hare prored, &om the highest degree 
of rpmimy to the lowest d^ree of shnping cmd. cheating, 
and then hdge^ my lord*, whether the House of OomnKm* 
conld resc for one moment, without hixngmg these matters, 
which hare baffled sU legrtlation at Tinons timea, hafbre yon, 
to try at last what jn^ment will do. Judgm^t i* what 
gires force, effect and Tigonr to law* j law* without judg- 
ment are contemptible ana ndiculouj t wa had better nare 
no laws, than law* not enforoed by judgments and suitable 
penaltiM upon ddmgneictB. Bersrt, my lords, to alTthe sen- 
tences whi^ hare heretafore been passed by tins high court. 
Look at the sentence passed upon Lord Bseon i Iom st the 
pftSBfld ppop Xq 4S Ma orlesflcld ; andtnen c om pa re 
the sentence* which yoitr ancestors hare girnn with the d^ 
linquandes which were then before them, prvd you hare the 
cnoasure to be taken in your sentence npoQ the delinquent 
now befiw you- Tour egntenei% I nj, will be idesanred 
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accordiug to tbat rule Avliicli ought to direct the judgment of 
nil courts iu like c.iscs, lessening it for a lesser oflence, nud 
nggmvnting it for n greater, until the measure of justice is 
completely full. 

Jily lords, I have done ; the part of the Commons is con- 
cluded. "With a trembling solicitude we consign ibis product 
of our long, long labours to your charge. Take it ! — ^tnko it 1 
It is a sacred trust. Never before was a cause of such mag- 
nitude submitted te any human tribiuial. 

My lords, at this awful close, in the name of the Com- 
mons, and surrounded by them, I attest the retiring, I attest 
the advancing generations, between which, ns a link in tho 
great chain of eternal order, we stand. — "We call this nation, 
we call tho world to witness, that tho Commons have shrunk 
from»no labour ; that we have been guilty of no prevarication ; 
that we have made no compromise with crime ; that wo have 
not feared any odium whatsoever, in the long warfare which 
wo have carried on with the crimes — with the vices — with 
the exorbitant wealth — with tho enormous and overpowering 
influence of Eastern corruption. Tin's war, my lords, we 
have waged for twenty-two years, and the conflict has been 
fought at your lordships’ bar for the last seven years. My 
loros, twenty-two years is a great space in tho scale of the 
life of man ; it is no inconsiderable space in the history of a 
great nation. A business which has so long occupied tho 
councils and the tribunals of Great Britain, cannot possibly 
be huddled over in the coiirse of vulgar, trite, and transitory 
events. Nothing but some of those great revolutions that 
break tho traditionar)' chain of human memory, and alter the 
very face of nature itself, can possibly obscure it. lords, 
we are all elevated to a degree of importance by it ; the 
meanest of us "anil, by means of it, more or less become the 
concern, of posterity, if wo are yet to hope for such a thing 
in the present state of the world as a recording, retrospect- 
ive, civilized posterity ; but this is in the hands of the 
great Disposer of events ; it is pot ours to settle bow it 
shall be. My lords, your House yet stands ; it stands as 
a great edifice ; but let me say, that it stands in the midst 
of ruins ; in tho midst of the ruins that have been made by 
the greatest moral earthquake that ever convulsed and shat- 
tered tliis globe of ours. My lords, it has pleased Providence 
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to pUee til m »aoh a state, that m *FP^ erarTjAomaii (u 
be upon the ram of some great XDCtatzoca. There U cue 
thing, and one thing onlj, whioh defiea all mutation ; that 
whxm exiated before the world, and will snmTe the fahrie 
of the wodd I mean jnsbee ; that justice, which, am* 

anatmg &om the Imuuty, m a pl^ in w breast of enrerj 
one of UB, giTttn ua for oor gmde with to ouaelrBa 

end with r^ard to others, which will stand after this 
globe IB burned to ashes, our adrocate or our aceneer before 
ue gnat Judge, when He comes to cell upon ns for the tenor 
of a wen>0pent hfe. 

ifr lords, the Oommont wfll than in erery lito with jour 
lordships t there is nothing dnigtOT whidi can happen to too, 
m whnm we shall not be mrolred { and if it should so mtk 
pen that we shall be subjected to some of those ftightfU 
chatiM which wo hare eeen — ft ahould happen that jour 


lordships, stripped of all the deearous distinetions of human 
Boeietj, should hj hands at once base and creel, be led to 
those acaffolda and machines of murdar, upon which great 
kings and glonous qoeena hare shed them blood, amidst the 
preiatea, amidst the nobles;, amidst the magistratM who sup* 
ported their thrones, maj you in those moments feed that 
eonsolation which I am persuaded they felt m the anboal 
moments of their dreadfm affonr 1 

hfr lords, there is a eonaolstion, and a great conaolation it 


^ } it often hapjpebf that the Tery opprasors and persecutors 
raemselTOS are forced to bear testimony in its laTour I do 
not like to go for matanoes a great way back mto antiquity 
I know rery widl that length time dperatee so as to giro 
an air of the faboloos to remote eren^ which leesena the 
xnterest and weakens the spplicahan of examples. I wish 
to come nearer to the preaent tane. Tour lordsh^ know 
and hare heard, for whi^ of us has not known and heard, of 
the parliament of Paris P The parliament of Paris had on 
OTi^m TTuy, rery similar tft that of the great oourt before 
which I etand | the paHiament of Paris oontinQed to hare a 
great resemblance to it m its consUtirtion,6Tea to its fail, the 
parimment of Pani. n^ lords, was j ft is ^e I It has passed 
away 5 ft has ranishoci Kke a dream 1 It reQ, pierced thy th# 
eword of the Compte de llirabcftiu And yet I wffl. say, that* 
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that man, at tho time of his inflicting the death -wound of 
that parliament, produced at once the shortest and the grand- 
est funeral oration that ever -was or could he made upon the 
departure of a great court of magistracy. Though he had 
himself smarted under its lash, as every one faio-ws -who 
knows his history (and he was elevated to dreadful notoriety 
in history), yet when he pronounced the death sentence upon 
that parliament, and inflicted the mortal wound, he decli^d 
that his motives for doing it were merely pohtieal, and that 
their hands were as pure as those of justice itself, which 
they administered — a great and glorious exit, my lords, of a 
great and glorious body! And never was a eulogy pro- 
nounced upon a bod^ more deserved. They were persons 
in nohnity of rank, in amplitude of fortune, in weight of 
autiiority, in depth of learmng, inferior to few of those that 
hear me. My lords, it was but the other day that they sub- 
mitted their necks to the axe ; but their honour was unwound- 
ed. Their enemies, the persons who sentenced them to 
death, were lawyers, full of subtlety; they were enemies, 
full of malice ; yet lawyers full of subtlety, and enemies full 
of malice, as they were, they did not dare to reproach them 
with having supported the wealthy, the great, and powerful, 
and of having oppressed the weak and feeble, in any of their 
judgments, or of ha-vdng perverted justice in any one instance 
whatever, through favour, through interest, or cabal. 

My lords, if you must fall, may you so fall ! But if you 
stand, and stand I -trust you -will, together -with the fortune 
of this ancient monarchy — together -with the ancient laws 
and liberties of this great and illustrious kingdom, may you 
stand as unimpeached in honour as in power ; may you stand 
not as a substitute for virtue, but as an ornament of virtue, 
as a security for virtue ; may you stand long, and long stand 
the terror of tyrants ; may you stand the refuge of rahcted 
nations ; may you stand a sacred -temple, for the perpetual 
residence of an inviolable justice. 


LETTEES, 


TO TUB nonT hot ircLLiut aiaxxD njucLfoir 

Dbab Bib, 1763. 

I om now on tli.e potnt of acqmriiig, throogh jouf 
friwndahip, an ectabluhaent,* whloh 1 am lemible a at mash 
aboTo mj menta aa, m any otbar <^anne1, it may be aboro my 
reaaonab^ erpectahons. I abould tbmk myaelf inexonaable 
m receiTing taa pennon, and loading jtm lutaj rea t with bo 
beary a charge witbcnt apprising yon of tboae eondlbaas on 
irhim, alone, I am able to take a, beeanaei, when I hare 
taken it, I oogbt no longer to ooonder myself ai poai eased 
of my former freedom and independenee. 

I nare often srlahed to explam myself fliHy to yon on thia 
point. It u against my general nobona to trust to imting, 
vbere it la in one'i power to canfor otberwise But neltber 
do yon heor.'nor do I apeak, on thm subject, with the same 
ease with wmeh we conrerse on others IToa ia hut naturali 
and I hsTB therefore chosen this method, aa leei liable to 
misandentonding and dispatej and hope yon will be so m* 
dulgent, ai to bear me with coolness ana attention. 

Xon may reccdleet, when yon did me the honour to take 
me ai a companion In yoiir atodiea, yon fbnnd me with the 
little work we spoke of last Taesdsj, aa a accrt of rent-charge 
on my thoughts. I informed yon of thia, and you ac^eecod 
in h. Ton are now so generous, (and it la bi^ stncs jostiee 
to allow that upon all occaaions yon hare been so,) to offhr 
to free me from thia burthen, Bnt, m fact, though I am 

' AUndbs to s pemkn of £300 per snaum, s>wit*d iUi jssr \jj 
l^ml n «Hf°T, iVn lard>Uealcuuit of inlaaL cptB tha appUestlca ot 
hi* ExeaUencj** •sctWsjt spaaeA” HamEtos. ^ <a sc- 

pt iVii tn Pike’s TJfa of Borfcsi, p. 74, fto * 



. I.ETTEEB. 


443 


extremely desiroua of dofernn^ the accomplishment, I huTo 
no notion of entirely suppressmg that 'work ; and this upon 
two principles, not solely confined to that work, but which 
extend much furtlier, and indeed to tho plan of my whole 
life. 

"Whatever advantages I have acquired, and even that 
advantage which 1 must reckon as the greatest and most 
pleasing of them, have been owing to some small degree of 
literary reputation. It will be hard to persuade mo that any 
further 8er\'ice3 which your kindness may propose for me, or 
any in which my friends may wish to cooperate with you, 
■will not be greatly facilitated by doing something to culti- 
vate and keep alive the same reputation. I am fully sensible, 
that this reputation may be at least as m^^ch hazarded, as for- 
warded, by new publications. But because a certain oblivion 
is the consequence, to writers of my inferior class, of an 
entire neglect of publication, I consider it such a risk as 
sometimes must be run. Bor this purpose, some short time, 
at convenient intervals, and especially at the dead time of 
the year, will be requisite to study and consult proper 
books. These times, as you very well know, cannot be easily 
defined ; nor indeed is it necessary they should. The matter 
may be very easily settled by a good understanding between 
ourselves; and by a discreet liberty, which I think you would 
not wish to restrain, nor I to abuse. I am not so imreason- 
able, nor absurd enough, to think I have any title to so con- 
siderable a share in your interest as I have bad, and hope 
still to have, without any or but an insignificant return on 
my side ; especially as I am conscious that my best and most 
continued endeavours are of no very great value. I know 
that your business ought, on aU occasions, to have the pre- 
ference; to be the first and the last, and, indeed, in all 
respects, the main concern. All I contend for is, that I may 
not be considered as absolutely excluded from all other 
thoughts, in their proper time and due subordination; 
the fixing the times for them, to ]|)e left entirely to yourself. 

I do not remember that, hitherto, any pursuit has been 
stopped, or any plan left defective, through my inattention, 
or through my attention to other matters ; and I protest to 
God, i have applied to whatever you have thought proper to 
iset me^, with a vigour and alacrity, and even an eagerness, that 



I neror felt in any of my own whataoero If rcm 
hare not obeerrod thii, ^ hxn not, I think, obserr^ irtth 
your nenal sagaoitr Bat if you hare obeerred and 
attnhutnd it to an intoroatod which will when 

ita end la m any degree anawered« vtj tnind been mo witnes 
that you do not do mo juatlce. I act ahnoat alwaya fro m my 
preaent impolae, and with little acheoie or daaign; and 
perhapa, generally, with too little. If you tfnnfc- what I 
hare propoaed unreaaonabla, my requeat la that you will, 
which YOU may rery eaafly do, get my L<^ Halifax to poat- 
pone the ponaion, and afterwaii to drop it, "We ■>^^11 go on 
•a before, untd aome other more ntiafactoiT matter oceura. 
For I ihoold ill brook an aeomataon, either direct or impbed, 
that I had thraugl^our frumdehip acquired a ootmdendile 
eatabliahment, and afrerwarda nemooted to ai^diur 

return in my power The thou^t of thu has grren me 
great paini tnd I would not be ceay without oommg to eome 
explajutiou upon it In the I oonfider thing*, it oan 
create no greet diSoul^t but it in^ poaiibly, to you, appear 
otherwiae. Let thii be bow it will, I can nerer for^t the 
obUgitioQ^the Tery many and gre^ ohligtfaoTi»~whieh I 
hare already had to you | and which, m any aituation, win 
alwayi gire rou a right to call on me for anything within my 
Qompaaa If I do not often adoiowledge my ecnae of them. 
It ia boeauae I know you are not rery land of profetticaii, 
nor am I very derer at them. Tou will take m 

good part thi* libe^ I whihh, amcarely, u not made for the 
purpoee of prr/mriring mj pen impertmant^ Two word* 
from you would aettlo the pomt, one way or another 
I am, with the utmoat buth, erar your*, 

Enxe. BiraXE. 


TO THl UaHI HOV WTUIUC OXBaUll niWtLTfg 

Plan Sm, 

Tour letter, which I recedved about four o’clock 
yorteeday, aeemod not to bJVe been written with an intention 
of bemg anawored. However, on conaidering the matter 
morning, I thought it reapectful to you, and, in a man- 
ner, neceawiiy to tcymlf; to aay *cnDotbnlfi to thoee bravy 
chargee which TOt hare agairift me In our lelt coo.» 
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veraations ; and wMch, mth a polite acrimony in the ex- 
pression, you have thought proper to repeat in ^your letter. 

I should, indeed, he extremely unhappy, if I felt any 
consciousness at all of that unkindness, of ■^hich you have 
BO lively a sense. In the six years during •which I have had 
the honour of being connected with you, I do not know 
that I have given you Qne just occasion of complaint ; and if 
all things have not succeeded every way to your 'wishes, I 
may appeal to your own equity and candour, whether the 
failure was O'vving to anything -wrong in my advice, or in- 
attention in my conduct ; I can honestly affirm, and your 
heart wUl not contradict me, that in aU cases I preferred 
your interest to my o-wn. I made you, and not myself, the 
first object in every deliberation. I studied your advance- 
melit, your fortune, and your reputation in everything, "with 
zeal and earnestness ; and sometimes -with an anxiety, which 
has made many of my hours miserable, Nobody could be 
more ready than iwas to acknowledge the obligations I had 
to you ; and if I thought, as in some instances I did, and do 
still think, I had cause of dissatisfaction, I never eg^ressed 
it to others, or made yourself uneasy about them. 1 acted, 
in every respect, witn a fidelity which, I trust, cannot be 
impeached. If there be any part of my conduct in life, 
upon which I can look •with entire satisfaction, it is my 
behaidour with regard to you. 

5o far as to the past ; -with regard to the present, what is 
that unkindness and misbehaviour of which you complain ? 
My heart is full of friendship to you ; and is there a single 
point which the best and most intelligent men have fixed, as 
a proof of friendship and gratitude, in which I have been 
deficient, or in which I threaten a failure? What you blame 
is only this, that I •wik not consent to bind myself to you, 
for no^less a term than my whole life, in a sort of domestic 
situation, for a consideration to be taken out of your private 
fortune ; that is, to circumscribe my hopes, to give up even 
the possibility of liberty, and absolutely to annihilate my- 
self for ever. I beseech you, is the demand, or the refusal, 
the act of unkindnesB ? If ever such a test of friendship 
was proposed, in any instance, to any man living, I admit 
that ipy conduct has been unkiad ; and, if you pease, un- 
• grateful. 



If I hid accepted yoor kmd oflen, and ifterwardi reftned 
to abide bj the oo^ition ytm annex to them, tou then 
■would bare had a good right to tax me with munndneaa 
But "what hare I done, at the end of a very long, howw ar I 
c onf eea tmprodtable, eemce, bat to prefer mj owi Ubertr to 
the offtra of adrantage j<xl ore pleaaed to mue me { at 
the lame to tooder joq the oootznnanoe of tboee 
■emcee (opon wh£(di paiidali^ alone indooee roa to eet any 
Tilne) m rae moat dmateraeled manner, aa uu ai I win do 
it, ooncftent vith that freedom to which, for a timey 1 
hare determined to 9tteri£eo ereiy ctmaidaration, and vbi^ 
I nerer gare yon the ilighteat aamance that I had any 
intention to aurrendar i whaterer my pn mte reeolrea may 
hare been in cue an crent had h^pmed. which (to far ai 
eoncemt myieli} I r^otoe oerer to ^re (aann plaee f iTcm 
are kind enough to say, that yon looked upon my frmndihip 
aa Talnahle { bat hmt that it baa not been laating I really 
do not know wbeiL and by what act, I broke it o£ I ■hoold . 
be ■wicked and mad to do'it, nokea yon cnH that a lotting 
fagndthip, which all mAn^TTw^ would call a fettled ■emtnde^ 
and whicn no Ing g a nh r oan diatlngnitb from it. Once morei, 
put yoanelf in mr ainiaticni, and judge for me. If I hare 
Bpokra too ftrong^, yoq.vtll beao good to pardon a man on 
hia dafenofl, in one of the niceat ^ealdont to a mind that hat 
any feeling 1 Tnemt: to tpeak rolJy, not to oilend. 1 am 
not naed m defend my condnet ) nor do I intend, for the 
fatnre, to fall into ao bu a habit. I hare been warmed to 
it by the impntatian yon threw on me , at if 1 deaertod you 
on account ooldy of Tonr want of tuceau. On thia, how- 
erer, I ahfiTI ai^ nothmg, becanae perhap* X ihonld grow ttSl 
•warmer j and I would not drop tme looap word which might 
mark the leeit dtaraepect, and hurt a friendihip which hat 
been, and I flatter mjeelf -will be, a Bat uf ae ti o n (uid an 
bononr to me. 1 beeeee h yon that ytm will judge of me -with 
a little impartiality and temper 1 hope I hare taid nothing 
in onr hm mtemew whidi^could up« yon to the patrion 
yon tpeok a£ If anything ftil which wnt atrong In the ei- 
m eaaion, I boliere it wit Btrm yon, and not from me, and it 
u right that I ahonld bear more than X then heard- I taid 
notSng, bat what I took the liberty of mentioning tq rm a 
ymr ago, In Dublin j I gate yon no reason to think 1 had • 
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nade any change in my resolution. "We, notwithstanding, 
lave ever since, until ■within these fe'w days, proceeded as 
isual. Permit me to do so again. No man H-vrmg can have 
a, higher veneration than I have for your abilities, or can 
set a higher value on your friendship, as a great private 
satisfaction, and a very honourable distinction. I am much 
obliged to you for the favour you intend me, in sending to 
me in three or four days (if you do not send sooner), •when 
jrou have had time to consider this matter coolly. I ■will 
again call at your door, and hope to be admitted ; I beg it, 
and entreat it. At the same time do justice to 'the single 
motive -which I have for desiring this favour, and desiring it 
in this manner. I have not -wrote all this tiresome matter 
in hopes of bringing on an altercation in -writing, -which you 
arefo good to me as to decline' personally; and which, in 
either -way, I am most solicitous to shim. What I say is, on 
revie'wing it, little more than I have laid before you in 
another manner. It certainly requires no answer. 1 ask 
pardon for my prolixity, which my anxiety to stand well in 
your opinion has caused. 

I am, •with great truth. 

Tour moat affectionate and most obliged 
humble Servant, 

Edm, Btjeee. 


TO THE MAEQinS OE EOOKIKaHAM:. 

Mx DBAE Loed, Qregories, September (12th), 1769. 

Our meeting was held yesterday; the ostensible parti- 
culars of which Lord Ten^le took care to transmit immedi- 
ately to the newspaper. I shall not, therefore, 'trouble your 
lordship -with them here. V eiy little pains were taken -to form 
a striking appearance on the day; however, it proved beyond 
expectation. Aubrey^ was the only person who seemed -to 
have acted rightly ; he came into the to-wn on horseback at 
the head of sixty-five fi^eholdere? However, when we got 
into the town-hsdl, it was quite foil; there were not fewer, 
I imagine, than four hundred, many of them substantial peo- 
ple, who came forward to the work 'with a good countenance, 

• 1 Subsequently Sir John Aubrey, 1C. P. 
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Md an tUcnty equal to that of the third n^iment of mirdt.* 
EreiTthinff had been done to traTftrae na , the terror* of the 
Hoo*e of Oommon* *rere held oror rnm y, uid the word •***, 
“ The Idn g ^ detpiw jonr petitioiii, and then what 
jTiudor Will yon go into rehellianp’* Aq. Ac. TheTanee 
m ^nenil etay^ away. O’Bnan. in hia ^)eech, let fly at 
tiio Earl of Bate, and wai mthor for girmg a more "Wiiggiih 
roropleiion to the meeting, than wo^ bo qmt* prudent m 
a coun^ where the other* were to etrong, and in which some 
of them Toted with ua, thongh they did not chooce to appear 
on thia oceanon. But on toe whole he did Teiy welL No 
Grenjille, eteept George’* eldeet len,* a Tory aennble boy, 
and aa well diapoeed to a httle iaotun a* any of bii flumly 
"We were told we abonld hare had Htnr GrunriDev hot 
Ixjrd Temple found out that he wai no freeholder the 
county ±Eii lordahip, after dinner, made an apology for 
Geor^'f ahecDce, declaring, that be highly anworrf the 

S nnemle* of the meetnig, but thoogbt he ahoola m able to 
efena it wrth tbe greater weight if be wta« not pneent at it. 
Tina waa awkward, and awkwardly d^rered. At tbe dnmer 
it wai thought neoecsBiT that the gentlemen abonld not dme 
all together , aecordingiy, Lord Tem^e vtayed at one houae, 
and Lord Temey and aome more of ua went to the other 
In order to preeerTe a harmony in oor toaata, they Mnt them 
to us firom toe honee we had left, where they b^ been 
Ttsed. An attempt waa made to mainuate a great deal of 
GrmTiHeiam into the meeting Howercr, aomething wa# 
done a little to balanee H , aid a toast that had been sent 
down m an improper mode, about Torkahiro, waa dressed by 
Aubrey and O’Bnen in aomewhat a better maroer What 
tomk you of the three umtod brother* f * TT>e freebolderi 
dined, a* we did all, at a market-ordiijary, for which we paid 
oor shilhiig*. Afterwardi, wine waa giren at the expense of 
Lord V and Lord T The first part was neeealary, be- 

cause the freeholders had been uifbrmed that there wm te 
be no treatingj and they jrere to be induced to oome by the 

1 to Om oBiikTiciSBi ot A* mflitny tn SL FWis, ta 

1 Lorf Ttmpb and Ur. 

Q*ci^ QrMTlUs. • 
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moderation of tlie expense. Tlie other -waB proper to con- 
clude the day cheerfully, and it had a very good effect. I 
take it the signature -mLll he general. Above three hundred 
signed upon the spot. "We have not, I believe, two thou- 
sand in the county. # • * ■ * • • 

• * ♦ * «■ . 

Believe me, with the sincerest and most cordial attach- 
ment, my dear lord. 

Tour ever obedient and obliged 
humble Servant, 

Edm. Bpeex:. 


TO AETHUB TOUNG, ESQ.' 

Deae. Sie, October, 1771. 

• I should certainly, before this, have done myself the 
honour of visiting your farm, and have endeavoured to profit 
by what I should see, and much more by what I should hear 
at it, bub that the hourly, and hitherto constantly disap- 
pointed, expectation of my brother’s arrival from the West 
Indies has detained and still detains me at home. I do n’t, 
however, altogether despair of the pleasure of paying you my 
respects before the winter sets in. I have now gone mi- 
nutely through your last tour, and the sjmopsis, noth which 
you have so properly and judiciously closed it. Some things 
of moment are, I think, clearly and decisively ascertained ; 
but still a cloud remains over some of the most important 
and interesting questions in husbandry ; and you are too far 
removed from the xmfairness of system-makers, to turn our 
eyes away from that cloud when you are imable to dispel it. 
It appears such as it is ; and you have not called in the aid 
of fancy and opinion to supply the want of real knowledge. 
One of the grand points in controversy (a controversy, m- 
deed, chiefly carried on between practice and speculation) is 
that of deep-ploughing. In your last volume you seem, on 
the whole, rather against that practice, and have given several 
reasons for your judgment, whiclf deserve to be very well 
considered. In order to know how we ought to plough, we 

The distinguished writer on agriculture, and promoter of rural econo- 
my ; appointed secretary to the Board of Agriculture, on ita estahllshment 
in 1793. •’ 
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ought to tucTT what cud it i« we propose to ourtolvee in 
operation. The flrit and iurtromental wnfl u to dmde the 
•oil { the last and nltnoata end, mo far as reguda the plmti, 
if to facilitate the pnihmg of the blade upwardi, and the 
ihooting of the rooti m all the inferior directeaii. There if 
ftirther propoeed a more rwid/ odmlarion of ertemil mfla- 
encee, the ram, the fim, and the air, csharged with all thoae 
heterogeneouB content! which are luipm^ m that great 
nniTereal menftniuni, some^ posxiblj ail, of which, are n^ 
ceeaary for the nonnahment of the By ploughing 

deep yon MiHvim- theee ends in a gr ea ter oi the foiL 
Thia would seem in fayour of deep-coughing, as el*e 

than aeoomplithing, in a more perfect manneT, thofe reiy 
endf for whioh you are mdoe^ fo C<High at all But doubti 
bore anae, only to bo folyed by oipenm6nt, Fnet, ia it 
quite oertain tlut it it good for tne eer and grain of farifiae^ 
ouB plinta, that their roots ahoold apread tii^ deeoend mto 
the gTOxtud to the greatest posnble dutancee and dieptha P 
Ii tom not acme bout m f We know that, in timber, 
what makes one part doonah, does not eqaally eoDdoee to 
the benefit of aH , and that whiah may be benefoal to the 
wood, doee not equally coatrihate to the quantity and good* 
nan of the frolt, and Woe cwrsi, that what mereaaea the fimt 
largely la often fer from serriceoble to the tree. Secondly, 
ia that looseneea to great deptha, anppoeing it naefhl to one 
of the apeaea of pluti, equally naeful to oUP filurdly, 
though toe external mfloenoes, the ram, the sun, the air, aei 
undoubtedly a part, and a Isi^ pari, m yegetathm, doca it 
follow that they are equally snlnta^ in any quantitiee, at 
any depths , or that though it may bo uaefUl to diffuse one 
of these agents aa extencrely as may be in the earth, that 
therefore it will be equally uaefol to render the earth in the 
tame d^ree panoua w all P It la a dangoroua way of rea- 
•oning m physics, aa well as moroli, to canclude, keeauie a 

f iyen ranportion of anything is sdrsntageoos, that the doo- 
le w& be twice aa gcpod, or that it will bo good at tlL 
Neither in th6 one nor the other la it alwayi true that two 
two Jnf^^en four Fourthly; there are other properties 
in aoil, besides its looseness or tenacity, which may make ft 
dangeroua to apply earth of etrtain properties to the pl antr 
by deep plonghmg The mineral^ m general, ao«Q nnp»» 



lETTEnS. 


451 


pitions to vegetation ; some claja seem to be of the same 
noxious quality, and tbia, if true, makes an exception to 
deep-ploughing upon bottoms mixed with aueh substances, 
supposing the principle of deep-ploughing to be otlierwise 
generally sound. ‘Under this liead comes the general ob- 
jection of farmers against ploughing up the dead earth, or 
going beyond what is called the staple ; that is, that body of 
dark-coloiured mould, which seems to be in part formed of 
rotten vegetables and animal substances. All these are 
doubts and questions not to be passed over lightly ; espe- 
cially the last, because it comes from men of much experi- 
ence, and is not a local objection, from the particular nature 
of a certain substratum, but supposes an imiversal inaptitude 
in all sods, beyond a certain depth, for the purposes of vege- 
tatioi^ 


TO OHABIiES TOWNSmiTD, ESQ. 

Deab Sir, October 17tb, 1771, 

I am much obliged to you for the kind part you have 
taken, on the report of our friend Fitzherbert’s conversation 
about the author of Junius. You have done it in a manner 
that is just to me, and delicate to both of us. I am indeed 
extremely ready to believe, that he has had no share in cir- 
culating an opinion so very injurious to me, as that I am 
capable of treating the character of my friends, and even my 
own character, with levity, in order to be able to attack that 
of others with the less suspicion. 'W hen I have anything to 
object to persons in power, they know very well that I use 
no sort of managements towards them, except those which 
every honest man owes to his own dignity. If I thought it 
necessary to bring the same charges against them into a 
more public discussion than that of the House of Commons, 
I shomd Hse exactly the same freedom, making myself^ in 
the same manner, liable to all the consequences. You ob- 
serve very rightly, that no fair man can b^eve me to be the 
author of Junius. Such a suppositioft might tend, indeet^ to 
raise the estimation of my powers of, writing above their.just 
value. Hot one of my friends does, upon that . flattering 
principle, give me for the writer ; and when my enemies en- 
deavour to fix Junius upon me, it is not for the sake of 
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grrii^ me credit of an atle peribnnanoe. My ftiendi I tm 
e atmT ed ;~my enemiee Bh*U nemr ImTO any direct eatufi^ 
tkm from me. Bie mmiatw, I am told, ere cony in eed of my 
haying ^Tritten Jmmia, on the aotbority of a maeieble book> 
•eDer^ preface, -which I haye read rinc© I taw yoc, in whJoii 
there are not three hnea of common truth or aense, and 
■which dafiimca me, if poeaible, with more fidaehood and 
malignity, than the h*beIletB whom they pay for that wortly 
pnrpoee. Thu argument cf than* onfy aeryea to chow how 
mum their malice ii anpenor to thmr diaeernment. 
eome yean, and almoat d^y, they haye heen abasing me in 
the puhlio pcqien, and (among other pretenees for thar 
acac^ty) as being the sotbar of the lettOT m qocftiam I 
haye neyer once ccndeaoended to take the least notice of 
therr inyectiyea, or pablioly to deny the fact upon jrludi 
aoms of tbfrm were groanded. At the same tune, to you, or 
to any of my Ihcnds, I hare been aa ready oa I ooght to be^ 
in diadaimmg in the moat precise terms, 'wiitiDgs,.that are 
81 lupenor perhaps to mr talanta, aa they are meet eertadnly 
dfflermt m many esaentad pointa from my regards and my 
pnndplea. 1 am, with the Ki ea te at troth and afeotion, 

My deer Bir, 

Yoor most obedient and bumble aezvant, 
Bttbxx. 

I only ■wait my brother’a amnl to pay my ynit to 
PrognalL 


TO A. FBirtflAX QQTTLXkUn^ 

Sii, 1772. 

Permit me to return yoa mr most sincere thanla lor 
' thehononrof yonryery obhgmgletter ZTotidageanbomore 
polite than the offer of yoor correapondence, and nothing 
more acceptable than your spedmen of ft. * 

I hope you wiD not look on the long delay of my tdenow- 
ledgments, aa a proof ^hat I want the folf^ sense of the 
great Ikycrar I hare reemyei I owed yon the best eon* 
sidered and the beat informed judgment I coaid make^on 
the ijuestion -which yon proposed- The answer might affect 
your propei+j-, -whiti ytra gire me leare to repad as s 
coattcr iu from indifferent to me. After all, I to oWiged 
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to own to you that tte more I have inquired, and the 
more I have reflected, the less capable I find myself of 

r 'ving you any advice on wbicb I can venture to confide. 

have never had ary concern in the funds of the East 
India Company, nrr have taken any part whatsoever in 
its afiairs, except v Aen they came before me in the cohrse 
of parliamentary proceedings. Of late years the inter- 
vention of the claims and powers of government, the 
magnitude of the possessions in the East, which have 
involved th'^ concerns of the Company with the contentions 
of partiTd at home, and with the mass of the politics of Asia 
and Europe, together with many other particulars, have ren- 
dered all reasonings upon that stock a matter of more intri- 
cacy and delicacy than whilst the Company was restrained 
withsi the limits of a moderate commerce. However, one 
advantage has arisen from the magnitude of this object, and 
the discussions which have grown from its importance, that 
almost everything relative to it is become very public. The 
proceedings in parliament and in the India House have 
^ven as many lights to the foreign stockholders as to the 
jnhabitants of this kingdom. Many persons on the conti- 
nent, as well as here, are more capable of giving you good 
information than I am ; I dare not risk an opinion. I am 
persuaded you will have the goodness to excuse a caution, 
which has its rise from my extreme tenderness towards your 
interest. 

"With regard to general politics, you' judge very properly 
that we are more removed from them than you are, who live 
in the centre of the political circle. However, though 
situated in the circumference, we have our share of concern 
and curiosity. I am happy to receive that information which I 
have no right to expect, and no ability to requite. My 
situatiou,is very obscure and private, and I have scarce anj'^- 
thiug to do, but with the minute detail of our own internal eco- 
nomy. To this I confine myself entirely. As to the grand 
machine, I admire its effects, without being often able to 
comprehend its operations, or to discover its springs. I look 
on these events as historical. The distance of place, and 
absence from management, operate as remoteness of time. I 
am obliged to you for your account of his Prussian Majesty’s 
military arrangements. I make no doubt that a prmce so 
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wi»e and politic Till improre hi* now aoquaition* (for I am 
not to cmll them coiiquect*) to the best adnntage for hM 
power and greatnosa. I agree no lea with jour obeerratiaii, 
that it was extremelr forti^te the three great allied powen 
were able to find a nmrth which waa nttenj unable to lesat 
anj ooe of them, and mnch lea all united. If thl« orcum* 
vtuce had not con curr ed with tbar eemect indmahouj to pre- 
■ervetbe puhlio tranomDitj, thej might hare beenohllfled to 
•find a difoharge for the mp^uons strength of their pletho- 
no habit* in the deetmction of the finest coimtne* in fnrope. 

One great branch of the alliance h** not been unite so fcut^ 
ate. Soaia seema to me atOl to retain, thon^ undff Euro- 
pean forma and namea, too mnoh of the Aaiatio romt in its co- 
Temraent and manners to be long w^ poised andseeure withm 
itself ; and without that adrmntege, nothing I appreheili csn 
be done m a long etruggle. Turk^ is not prej, at least, Ibr 
thoee wboee motionj are eometuna Indeed precipitate, but 
tddom alert. The nature of the Turkish frontier prorinces, 
an immanae fo*s>ditch (If I mar so call it) of desert, a a de« 
fence made indeed, in a great measure, at the expenso of 
mankinfl, but etfll it 1* a defence ) nd the appbcshilitj, 
if not the extent, of the XurkiBh reeonrces are much greater 
than those of their northern enem/ It a not now IDc^ 
that mr paradoxical wiah ebould be answered, or that I 
ibonld lire to see the Turkish barbarism aribsed bj the 
Bnsaian. I don’t wish well to the former power Anj 
people bnt the Turks, ao seated as thej are, would hare been 
cultiTated m three hundred yeart j but they grow more 
grow m tbe Teiy natne soil of drifity and refinement. I 
waa sorry for the late mufortune* of the Hnnians ) but 1 
did not to well know how mooh of It they owed to their own 
obstinacy Mufortune* ar* natural and montable to those 
who relnae to take odrmntage of the king of Fruaiit's l^ts 
and talents. Yon say tlmt he was them Cassapdra i if scs 
these people ere inexcusable mdeed j lurely nothing could 
be lea* reWte than hik prediotlons from tbe rarnigB of rir* 
gin ennpbaty Biey were oraeles directly from the rery 

tTffod ■cf of mankind domasre ^tico to 

the heroic Intelh^ aa well as to tbe other greet qixilibes, of 
tbe king your master «, 

Pray, dear air, what is next? These powers wtH cco 
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tinue armed. Their arms must have employment. Poland 
was but a breakfast, and there are not many Polands to be 
found. Where will they dine ? After all our love of tran- 
quillity, and all expedients to preserve it, alas, poor Peace ! 


TO WmiilAM nUEQH, ESQ.* 

Deae Sie, Westminster, Pebruary 9, 1776. 

I beg you will not think that my delay in returning 
you the proof-sheet of your most ingenious and most obliging 
dedication could proceed from a want of the liveliest sen- 
sibility to the great honour you have done me. I novr 
return the proof with my sincerest and most grateful ac- 
knowledgments. 

Softie topics are touched in that dedication, on which I 
could wish to explain myself to you. I should have been 
glad to do it tlirough Mr. Mason ; but to my great loss, on 
this and many other accounts, he left town suddenly. In- 
deed, at that time and ever since, the pressure of American 
business on one hand, and a petition against my election on 
the other, left me not a single minute at my disposal, and I 
have now little leisure enough to explain myself clearly on 
some points in that dedication, which I either misunderstand, 
or they go upon a misapprehension of some part of my pub- 
lic conduct ; for which reason I wish, if I might presume to 
interfere, that they may be a little altered. 

It is certain that I have, to the best of my power, sup- 
ported the establishment of the church, upon grounds and 
principles wliich I am happy to find cotmtenanced by your 
approbation. This you have been told ; but you have not 
heard that I supported also the petition of the dissenters, 
for a larger toleration than they enjoy at present under the 
letter o:^the act of King William. In fact, my opinion 
in favour of toleration goes far beyond the limits of that. 
act, which was no more than a provision for certain sets 
of men, under certain circumstances, and by no means 
what is commonly called “an act of toleration.” I am 
greatly deceived, if my opinions on this subject are not 
consistent with the strictest and the best supported church 

* Authoi'of a scriptural confutation of Mr. Lindsey’s Apology ; and, ■ 
cfhn inquiry into tlie belief of the Christians of the first three centuries. 
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otablahmpTit I cumot eonaider c n* dmcmtcn, of almoct- 
any kmd^ os Bchiimatica , frhatorer Borne of thro leeden 
might ongmally hare hem m the eye of TT™, irbo ahme 
kncm Thethar tiier acted under the directioii of toch a 
oonamence u they bad, or at the instigatioii of pnde and 
panion. There are many thmgi amongit moat of them 
•wfaioh 1 rather duhia than dare to eon&td^ My ideaa of 
toleration go far beyond eren tbem. I ^old gire a fall 
OitE protection, in which I inolode an imtonnity from all 
diitorbanoe of ihmr pnbbo reLgiona wonhip, and a power of 
teaching m achooli aa wbU as temple*, to Jei^ Mahometans, 
and eren Pagans { etpeoaHy if tb^ are already poaaecsed of 
tboae adrantagea by long a^ pre acr i pta TB naagOj which is u 
faored m thu ezeroisd of nghta as in any otnor Mnrfi 
more am I inelmed to tolerate tboae whom 1 look ujfcci as 
OUT brethren, I mean aU thoae who profeas onr cominan 
hope, extending to ell tiie refarmed and nmeformed chJ^cl^*^ 
both at home and abroad j tn none of whom I And anything 
capitally amias, bat their nmtnai hatred of eeoh othff I 
f-TL nerer thieV gny mn ^ heretifi, or schismetici, by nfsca* 
It mast be, aa I oonoamv by m act in wh^ his an 
fikoioe ^nfloanced by blameable paanons) b more ecmcanw 
than It can bo by hfc oady prqudicea, and bb being ■ ggrC’ 
gated to bodiot, for whom men naturally form a great degree 
of leiBiouce and afleoboiL Ibb la my opinion, and my eon* 
duct has been oonfonnahle to it. Ann fhnr ^ will see it 
more general i and I thmk that this genital affeetioa to 
religion wiE nerer introduce mdiflerence, bat wfll 
increaao real seal, Ohnatian ferr cm r, and pious eHrnlstkmj 
that it wEl make a common cause agamsi Epc orum, 
eyarTthing that comrpta the mmd and remder* it nnw^ay 
of ita family ‘ But toleration doe* not eidnde na noM l 
preferoice, either as to mode or opinions, and aU t^e lawM 
and honeat means which may be used for the support of that 
preference, 

I should be happy to onrerae with you, and such m yoOj 
on these subjects, and to tmleorn my mistaken 
such they ihoald bei for, hoMrerer erroneous, I beflete 
there b no erfl ingredient in them In looking oxer tbat 
d adkw t ipo, if yon should agree with me, that there^aro som 
1 That prifln. 
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expressions ttat carry 'witii them an idea of my pushing my 
ideas of church establishment further than 1 do, you will 
naturally soften or change them accordingly. I do not know 
very well how to excuse the great liberty I take, in troubling 
you with observations, where I ought to speak only my ob- 
ligations, Be assured, that I feel myself extremely honoured 
by your good opinion, and shall be made very happy by your 
friendship. 

I am with the greatest esteem, &c. 


TO THE MAEQHIS OE EOOKIKGHAXr. 

Mt eeae Loeb, August 23, 1776. 

• "When I was last in ‘town, I wrote a short letter, by 
Mr. Thesiger. But I opened aU I had in my thoughts so 
fully to Lord John Cavendish, who was then setting out for 
the north, that I do not know whether it be necessary to 
trouble your lordship any further upon the unhappy subject 
of that letter and conversation. However, if I did not write 
something on that subject, I should be incapable of writing 
at aU. It has, I confess, taken entire possession of my mind. 
• "We are, at length, actually involved m that war which your 
lordship, to your infinite honour, has made so many effi)rts 
to keep at a distance. It has come upon us in a mannr more 
disagreeable and unpromising than the most gloomy prog- 
nostic had ever foretold it. Tour lordship’s observation on 
the general temper of the nation at this crisis is certainly 
just. If any in^cation is to be taken from external appear- 
ances, the king is entirely satisfied with the present state of 
his government, BUs spirits at his levees, at the play, every- 
where, seem to be remarkably good. His ministers, too, are 
perfectly^at their ease. Most of them are amusing themselves 
in the country, while England is disfumished of its forces in 
the face of armed Europe, and Gibraltar and Minorca are de- 
livered over to the custody of foreigners. They are at their 
ease relative to the only point which could give them anxiety, 
— they are assured of their places. 

As to the good people of England, they seem to partake 
every day, more and more, of the character of that adminis- 
tration whi.ch they have been induced to tolerate. I am satis* 
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fled, Uiftt mthin t few ywknj thare hai been & greet ebang® 
m the naboml ohartoter "We eoem no longer that eager, 
inqinaitiTB, j eoloui, fiery people, which we hare been farmedr, 
«na which wo hare bera a rerj fhort tune ago. Se.poople 
look bock, withoTjt pleaenre or indignation; and forward, 
without hope or few No mwn oommenda the toeeinret 
which hnyo been pureued, or e ip e cU any good from thcoe 
which are m preparation j but it ia a enlH, Languid opinion, 
Hke what men diacorer m a&m that do not eonoon tH*™, 
It eiatee to no paeaion | it prompta to no actum. 

In all tlua ata£e of thinga I find my ohaeiTEtion and Intel'* 
bgence perfectly agree with yonr loniihip'B, In one pomt, 
indeed, I hare the mlafortime to diflbr I do not think that 
weeka, or eyen monthi, or yeoi*, will brmg the monari, the 
numatera, or the pec^^ to feeling To bnng the peofJe to 
a feeling, enoh a iWng, I mean, as tenda to amomment or 
altarati^ of there miut be plan and management. 

All direction oi pnbhc htnnour and opinion mutt ongmate m 
a few Perhapf a good dnd of that htimonr and opinlan 
mutt be owme to tuch direobon. Erenta ttjpply matenalt | 
tunes famiah dttpoeifaont ; bat eacdoci alone con bring them 
to to any uaaftil pnrpoae. I nerer yet know an instance 
of any general temper m the nstion. that might not bare been 
tolerably well tra^ to eoiDo particular penonj If thingi 
are left to themiehear rt it my clear opuuon that a nabon 
may slide down frer and eoftly from the highest point of 
grandeur and proepenty to the loweat state oflmbemll^ and 
meaimeti, without any ane's marking a parbcular per^ zn 
this decleuaioii, witho^ asking a guMtion about H, orin the 
least Bpeculabng on any of the mnumerahle acts which hare 
I stol^ m this aUrat and insensible rerolatkm. Emy erout 
BO prepares the aubsaquant, that, when it armes, it pmoees 
no surpriBe, nor any extraordinary alarm. I am ceiriln that 
if pains, great and immediate pai^ are not taken to prerent 
it, such must be the fate of tnis country We look to the 
merchants in ram — tbejw© gone from ui, and from them- 
selves They oonnder Amwnm as lost, and ther look to 
admmistrotKin for an fadeninity Hopes are acoordmgly 
b**1d out to them, that iomo equivalent for their debts wul 
bo proTid^ In mean time, the leading meo amoM 
Bmra are kept full fed with contracts, and remittinces, aim 
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jobs of all descriptions ; and-tbej- are indefatigable in tbeir 
endeavours to keep tbe others quiet, vritb the prospect of 
tbeir share iu those emoluments, of which they see their ad- 
visers already so amply in possession. They all, or the great- 
est number of them, begin to snuff the cadaverous hattt godt 
of lucrative war. "War, indeed, is become a sort of substitute 
for commerce. The freighting business never was so lively, 
on account of the prodigious taking up for transport sendee. 
Great orders for provisions and stores of all kinds, new cloth- 
ing for the troops and the intended six thousand Canadians, 
puts life into the woollen manufacture ; and a number of men 
of war, ordered to be equipped, has given a pretence for such 
a quantity of nails and other iron work, as to Keep the midland 
parts tolerably quiet. All this, with the incredible increase 
of th« northern market since the peace between E-ussia and 
the Porte, keeps up the spirits of the mercantile world, and 
induces them to consider the American war, not so much 
their calamity, as their resource in an inevitable distress. 
This is the state of most, not of all the merchants. 

^ All this, however, would not be of so much consequence. 
The great evil and danger wiU be the full and decided en- 
gagement of parliament in this war. Then we shall be 
thoroughly dipped, and then there wiU be no way of getting 
out, but by disgracing England, or enslaving Aanerica. In 
that state, ministry has a lease of power, as long as tho war 
continues. The hange between war and peace is, indeed, a 
dangerous juncture to ministers ; but a determined state of 
the one or the other is a pretty safe position. When their 
cause, however absurdly, is made the cause of the nation, the 
popular cry will be with them. The style wiU be, that their 
hands must be strengthened by an unreserved confidence. 
When that cry is once raised, and raised it infallibly will be, 
if not prevented, the puny voice of reason wiU not be heard. 
As sure as we have now an existence, if the meeting of par- 
liament should catch your lordship and your fiaends in an 
unprepared state, nothing but disg»ace and ruin can attend 
the cause. you are at the head of. Parliament will plunge 
over head and ears. They will vote the war with every sup- 
ply of domestic and foreign force. They will pass an act of 
attainder ^f-they will lay their hands upon the press. Th© 
ministers will even procure addresses from those very mer- 
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ohint g, who, last sewiaii, haraased them with peUtfoni j and 
then,' — what aa loft for n*, but to ipm out of oitr bowda, 
nnder 4h© frowna of the court and the huaea ^ the people, 
the Irttle alonder thread of a peenah coptfoua oppoction, 
unworthy of our came and onreelrB*, and wlthcnji credit, 
concurrence, or pOTmlanty m the nation 1 

I hope I am aa Httla awed out of my acma ea by the fear of 
Tolgar opinion, ai mort of my aoqnamtanoe. I thrnV^ on a 
fair occaaion, I coold look it m the face | bnt apcalang of the 
pmdeabal oonaideratioQ, we know that all oppoaiticm n alv 
iolutoly crropled, if it can obtam no kind of Hupport withont 
doare> If rbta ahould be foond impracticable, 1 mnat leiait 
to my old opinion, that mooh the moat edeotnal and much 
the moat hononraole conne ia, without the obligation of a 
fannal aeceacon, to abaent ounedrea from pailiainciit.*' 2Ij 
expensice u worth nothing if it has not nuuie it ai clear to 
me aa the inn, that, m affiun like than, a feeble oppoeitlon 
iTihe ^reateat semoe which can be done to ; and 

aurely, if there be a atate of deeded dagmee, it ia to aM te 
the power of your emwiiea byereryitep yon take to dutreaa 
them. 

I am confident that your lonhhip ccmaldeTa my Importu- 
nity with your uaual goodneai Xou will not attriboto my 
eamoetneM to any imprqNsr emae. I ihall, thorafor^ make 
no apology for urging, again and again, how neceaaaiy it u 
for yoUr lordahip and your great fraendj moit aorloaily to 
take under immediato drifiberatiou what you are to do in thi* 
exma. Nothing like it ha* happered m your politKal lifii. 

I proteat to God, I thmk that year reputation, your duty, 
rtiH the dnty and honour of na all, who profeii your aenti- 
menta, from the highect to the loweat of ua, demand at tU* 
time nrw^ honoft, hearty effort, m order to avert the heavy 
calamihe* that are impending, to keep our tuvida from 
blood, and, if poaaihle, to keep the poor, giddy, thocghtloM 
people of our country from plunging heodlong into this Im- 
piou* war If the attempt la neceamjy, it la honounhlo 
You win, at lean^ have the comfort that nothing ha* been 
left nndone, on yonr part, to prevent the wont m»cifcf that 
can befidl the pobho. Then, and not before you may *ha^ 
the dtitt from your feet, and leave the people^and ti^ 
leaden to their own conduct and fortune. 
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I see, indeed, many, many diiBculties in the "wny ; but wo 
have known as great, or greater, give wny to a regular senes 
of judicious and active exertions. This is no time for taking 
public business in their course and order, and only^ as a part 
m the scheme of life, which comes and goes at its proper 
periods, and is mixed in with occupations and amusements. 
It calls for the whole of the best of us •, and everytliing else, 
however just or even laudable at another time, ought to mvo 
way to this great, urgent, instant concern. Indeed, my dear 
lord, you are called upon in a verj peculiar manner. Ame- 
rica is yours. You have saved it once, and you may very 
possibly save it again. The people of that country are worth 

E reserving ; and preserving, if possible, to England. I bc- 
eve your lordship remembers that last year or the year 
befoijp, I am not sure which, you fixed your quarters for 
a whale in London, and sent circular letters to your friends 
who were concerned in the business on which you came to 
town. It was on occasion of the Irish absentee-tax. Tour 
friends met, and the attempt was defeated. It may be worth 
your lordship’s consideration, whether you ought not, as 
soon as possible, to draiv your principal friends together. 
It may be then examined, whether a larger meetmg might 
not be emedient, to see whether some plan could not be 
thou^t of for doing something in the counties and towns. 
The October meeting at Newmarket will be too late in the 
year, and then the business of the meeting would take up 
too much time from the other. 

It might be objected to doing anything in this immature 
condition ."Nf the public temper, that the interests of your 
lordship’s hi^nds might suJffer in making an attempt, which 
might be vigomusly and rather generally opposed and coun- 
terworked. 0.\ ordinary occasions this might be a matter of 
very sermus covisideration. The risk ought to be propor- 
tmned to the oViect;^ but this is no ordinary occasion. In 
the first place, I lay it down that the present state of oppo- 
sition IB BO bad, that the worst judged and moat untimely 
exe^ons would < lAy vpy the mode of its utter dissolution. 
Buch a rtate of b/ings justifies every hazard. "But, supposint? 

ccmdition br^ter, what is an interest cultivated for, but 
Its aptaess for public purposes ? And for what public pur- 
pose do gentlemen wait, that wih be more worthy of the use 



of an th« mtamta they hxm f I ihoold eertiail/ ooaildar 
the affiur bm demerato, if joor Buccai in mch an eflort de- 
pended on anTtfemg like an onanimonj ooncamctice in the 
na ti on . Bat in timee of trouble, thia u unpoMible. In neb 
t m iee, it u not neceas&r^ A m^ont^ cannot make or c an y 
on a •war j bat a mmonty, ^rell compoaed and aofang eteodfly, 
may clog a 'war m tach a manner, at to make it not reiy 
eairy to moceed. When yoa onee begin to cIkiw yamvelret, 
many wm be anunaied to jam yon, who are now finnt and 
uncertian. Toop advortanea will raise the tpirit of your 
fiiendf, and the Terycentaat will excite that concean and 
oimoeify m the nation, the want of which it now the wont 
part of the pubho dtitOTper 

fjord John haa giTon your lonlah^ an aoooont of the 
acheme wo talked over, for imii in g the naportanco the 
oty of Xfondon, by aopariiting the eoond from the rotten con- 
trant-hantin^ port of the mercantile mt ercat, uniting it with 
the oorporaban, and joining both to your lordihip There 
ere now eome finnTrti« tttmuhng cuoh a dealgn. Lord Chat- 
ham la, m a manner, out of the gueeticm ^ end coart 
hare in him, a aure matrament of dmoan m eret y 
pablie oonteat. Baker waa oblefly rdied on for oar nwn 
part m thu work. He wsa wiDnig to do bn part ; bot, lo 1 
ne u called away to another part j and if be Is not yet mar- 
ried to ABm Ocmyeri, be wiD In a rwy few days. Thiajrata 
us beck. Nothing 1 beliere can be done m it tm the Hoke 
of Portland cmnes to towni and then we shall bare a centre 
to turn upon. Hand, of Leeds, and some other fnend% 
might feel the pulse of the people of Leeds and the adjacent 
ooontiT Jack Lee would not let his aawstance bo winting 
on aoea an occasion, and m eudi a cause { but if Bit George 
Barile could be penmaded to oome forward • • • 


I must instfntly aet off for BriitoL The eneloecd will let 
your lordship see the nocossi^ of it The homd expenso of 
tK#^ expoditiotts would me at home t but that aty is 
going hj-Hv Dim ft to the doit, through the manojaTres of the 
comJ and cfOie Tory party | but principally through the 
ftbeurd and paltir bohanoor of my foolish colleague I ahall 
ho there on the 28th for the asataes] as appearing to go oq. 
a partioalar occasion, may gire me an ex rai se for^bot coq» 
faftiitng long m thst (juartor 
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I have Been J. D. and Penn. The former, I believe, has 
suffered himself to he made a tool ; your lordship will soon 
see him. The latter is steady for America. His accoxmt of 
bhe determined spirit and resolution of the people there 
igrees with that which we have generally received. He 
brings a very decent and manly petition from the congress. 
Et mentions no specific condition^, but, in general, it is for 
peace. Lord Chatham is the idol, as usual. I find by Penn 
that, in America, they have scarce anj idea of the state of 
men and parties here, nor who are their friends or foes. To 
this he attributes much of their nonsense about the declara- 
tory act. 

Just as I finished this sentence, the paper gives an account 
[to which I cannot help giving some credit) that a great 
battle is fought near Boston, to the disadvantage of the un- 
bappy •Americans. Though this would add much to the 
limculties of our present conduct, it makes no change in the 
necessity of doing something effectual before the meeting of 
parliament. 

Tout lordship will have the goodness to present, &c. &c, 

Enar. Beeee. 


TO JOHK BOTJEKB, ESQ.* 

Mt deae John, Beconsfield, Thursday, July 11, 177G. 

I do assure you that T do not want any of that un- 
critical friendliness and partiality which you ascribe to me, 
to induce me very much to like and admire what I hai e read 
in the Gazetteer this morning. The subject is very well 
bandied ; the language remarkably neat ani pure ; and I am 
sure the principles are honest and constitutional. I do not 
perhaps go all the length of thinking Mr. Wilkes’ promise 
juite a nulBty. It is, I admit, never wise, perhaps not often 
|ustifiable, to make such engagements ; and cases may cer- 

• 

‘ A London merchant, descended from the same Norman stock as Mr. 
Edmimd Burke. The subject -was probably the desertion of Wilkes by 
many of his former friends, on his contesting, for the second time, the 
office of chamberlain the city of London "with Mr. Hopkins, who was 
elected by a la^e majority. 
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t«piifcwiiar© tie njantwfflUomhroiking them. Boi, 

if they upo made, they oo^t to be kept, anS tie mnirrr 
craght to have looked mto Bie propriety of zaaking, *nd the 
powchili^ of keepmg them, -when be nr^ dedam- 

liotit. Sucih ptaPsittOTe oo^t to be held tight to tber 
ppomiiet, if it anTTered no other sod than to flww 
cautioua in deceiving the people When, m the it 
may prove that aozne part of the deoeitndle epon tbezo' 
eelroa, it ii proper to mve them no eort of diipensaticiiiy and 
to allow them no kind of evsiian. Onr frwnd is pexhsp* 
too young to remombar the origm of all thu prolottmg, 
prominng, and testing ( but be would laugh if he knew 
chat the wolf is now howling m the anare nddoi be had 
ongmally laid for honect man. Thia traitor raited an 
outcry among that mob who have now nnTtaideTod 1^ orer 
to hii and th^ onemioa, agamat all the honest part of the 
oppcMitioii, beoaoee th^ would not icte him and his as«o> 
euitea, m dischuming the £up objooa of amhitian or ae* 
commodatioii, whenerer primte bemour or publie prioafplet 
admitted of tbom 'W'e were pot ovit of the ouestkin as 
patriots, stripped of all support &om the aolbtDoe, and the 
altematire w^r and wiAedly put between those who dis< 
daimed all empiormenta, and tne mere o 'cat ores of the 
court. They would hear of nobody else. So that nothing 


has happened, bat what they hare choeen toid prepared. 
'Whenerer they fad, the court roust profit. I remealber that 
tie Shelbome faction anted jost m tne tame manner) tmtS, 
hanng orerloodod the etomadis of their adherents, thoy were 
Tonntod up with loathing and flisgust. It was but a few 


people of London) were nerer m the wrong, that ho and sD 
us mends wore driven with scorn out of that aty How* 
erer, I admit, with our worthy friend, that the bSsenets and 
c omi ptnesi of Itr Ohrer and the livery is not much tie 
leea for the villary of ilro whom they have abandoned the 
flrrt moment he could oo^ to denvoi from thdr protection 
ease oad cocn?bri for hit aga. Xot me with my yo^g 
at his entrance into lifev to draw a useful lesson from the 
unp rincipled behaviour of a cormpt and lieeotlcms peop^r*^ 
tiat is,iieTsr to facri^ his pnnaplca to the hope of ocr{sin- 
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mg taeii affections ; to regard and wisli them Veil, as a part 
of his fellow-creatures, whom his best instincts and bis 
highest duties lead him to love and serve, but to put as little 
trust in them as in princes. Eor what inward resource has 
he, when turned out of courts or hissed out of town-halls, who 
has made their opinions the only standard of what is right, 
and their favour the sole rueans of his happiness ? I have 
heard as yet nothing about our future engagement. Possibly 
the servant I have sent to Lord Rockingham may arrive 
before the post goes out. He is arrived, and I have no 
answer. Lord Rockingham was not in to\vn. 

I am, wth the best regards of all here. 

Dear Bourke, 

Ever affectionately yours, 

• Edm. Btieki:. 

Our love to the occasionalist, but not server of occasions. 


THE EABIi OE HIIiESBOBOUGH,* liOED TIBOOTTNT 

8TOEMONT, 

TWO OF HIS majesty's PRINCIPAL SECRETARIES OF STATE. 

Charles Street, St. James’s Square, 
Mt Lobes, October 3, 1780. 

I think it the right and the duty of every subject of 
this kingdom to commuiiicate to his Majesty’s ministers 
intelligence of every matter, by which the kmg’s interest 
and honour, and that of the nation, are likely to be affected. 

The chairman and deputy-chairman of the East India 
Company have come to a resolution of seizing upon, and 
delivering over to the discretion of their servants at Madras, 

. the revenues of the king of Taujore, — an ally of the Company, 
and, therefore, of the crown and nation of Hreat Britain, — 
in direat violation of a solemn treaty, by which the Company 

* The Earl of HiUshorough, bom about 1718, died Oct. 1793. At. 
the accession of George the Third he was continued a Prii-y Councillor 
in both kingdoms; in 1763 was made fffst Commissioner of Trade and 
Plantations; in 1766 Joint Postmaster-General; in 1768 Secretary of 
State to the Colonies; and from 1779 to 1782 again Secretary of State. 
He appears to have been the private and confidential friend and adviser 
of the king ; and Adolphus says that “ when no longer Secretary of State 
Jo the Coiraies, he continued to give his advice and assistance to the 
ministry, to whom his experience was of effectual service.” 

VOL. VIII. 2 H 
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hu engaged that tume of their ■erruti intermeddle ic 
the mtcBoal gorenunont of that pnnoe. 

Thii Tery extraordmaz^ and dangerou deeigc, to 

a ganeral waate and robboyof the reBoamliig mdire 

gorenunant, and the only flotmehmg oottnirr inuiin the 
reach of onr power m India, mu earned throngh o rery thin 
taiart of dirocton. 

It wae earned throngh the twt day after the ritbng of a 
general ocmrt of the India Oompany, without tho least 
commtmication to the body they act lor , and although that 
rery general court bad come to a reeOlahon to ^e the whole 
of their a&ira into concidenifaon on bo early a day as the 
nxth of N’cretnber neit 

It waa earned through in the aheoice of Lord North and 
both Beeretanee of the treeaury, — tbougb, upon repmgnta- 
ttone to his lordship, thr^ hosmeas had be^ formerly stopped, 
and at a tune when be is at ao great a distance from town, as 
to make hu Interpoaitiaa, or even any unmediate application 
to him, uttedy impracbcahle. 

It wu earned throngh imiDediately after h£r 'WlQiam 
BoiiU) one of the king <u Thi^jore'a agenta, had set off on a 
foamey orer-Iand, with a Jotter Ihoa Lord North, written 
by the order of hts llajeaty, to whom the king of Tanjore 
had submitted hU caoae, and aU his gnerance* , and in the 
absence also of the Honourable ilr WaldegraTe, joined in 
agency with Mr Brake, who had before moteated to the 
direetora against that rerr predate^ reaQlanon, and desired 
to be hearu against it I too king or Tanjore himaelf haring 
thm a regular oomplaint of gneraneca, and of extorting 
money in partumlar, before the Uompeny 

It was earned throi^b m the ircca of parliament to 
whieh the aid agenta, m the laat seemon, had preoarea a 
petition ) which potion woe consented to witliDelo, solely 
on the directors puttmg a stop to their ungrateful dhtign 

It was carried through at a tune when tw xeiy temnU 
of the Company, to wh^ the kingdom, of Tanjore is to be 
dehTraed, ar* under an inquiry m the court of the my 
directors who ddirer it to them, on hat too Jost a lUspScioa 
of peculation and other eril pra^cca. 

An d in order that no tuna should be allowed fojp the dtf 
directors, proprietors, or agents, or wren for the 
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King’s ministers to interfere, tlicy resolved not to wait for llie 
ships which are to depart, but linvc jwcpared a person sud- 
denly to go off over-land; so that if this design had not 
been providentially discovered, it was very possible that on 
the evening of the day on which tho king of Tanjore was 
rejoicing on the receipt of a gracious letter from tho king’s 
minister, A\Titten by nis ]\Iaicsty’8 order, he might find his 
revenues forcibly seized on, in ^^olation of the treaty, b}-^ an 
order of the directors, to the infinite scandal of the honour, 
justice, and policy of the British nation. 

It is necessary to lay a matter of this high and criminal 
nature, pursued in this extraordinary manner, before his 
jMajes^’s servants ; the crown claiming on the part of the 
public a right in the possessions and territorial revenues of 
the Gkmipany, and the time for renewal of tho charter now 
approaching. 

I humbly venture to suggest, that it is incumbent on 
his Majesty’s ministers that so material a revolution, involv- 
ing the public faith and tho obbgatiou of treaties, together 
with tho welfare of so great a part of tho strength of Great 
Britain, should not bo made but on the fullest and most im- 
partial consideration ; or that kings and kingdoms, and the 
lives and properties of millions of innocent people, should 
not bo passed away, by obscure and collusive practices, be- 
tween any confederacies of men for their private interest 
and emolument, Avith much less ceremony than the family 
settlement of a cottage is made or altered. 

I make no apology for troubling yoxu: lordships with the 
notification of so dangerous a proceeding, knowing your de* 
sire of obtaining information from every quarter, in any 
matter that relates to his Majesty’s service. On this well- 
grounded assurance, I am ready to wait on your lordships at 
any time^you may be pleased to appoint, to lay before you, 
on the most authentic grounds, the futility and fraud of the 
pretence on which a violence of this extent is attempted by 
the Company’s servants in India, ailtl thus privately, without 
hearing or notice, consented to by their servants here. 

I have the honour to be, with the greatest respect, my ^ 
lords, Your lordships’ most obedient and most 

o humble Servant, 

' Edm. Bubks. 
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TO BcrjAvis nmLtv 
I>>AB Sm, Aognit, 1781. 

1 feel fis an bourt man and as a good citixen cnurH 
to fed, tbo cakmitiea of the prwent nnhippr im Tbe 
only p«t, hoTOTcr, of thoae which peraonally 

afiecta myaelf u, th^ I hare been obliged to dlacontinne rc^ 
mterooune with j<m | bot that one mufortone I catut eoi^ 
cdar as equiralmt to mai^ 1 may, Indeed, with great 
tmtb, aaforo yon, that joar £nendthip baa tlvaya been an 
object of my ambition i and that, if a high and very racere 
eeieem for your talenta md nrtne* could gire me a bUe to 
it, I am net wboHy imwortby of that boncmr I flatta 
myaelf tbat your bebef in the reality of theee aentlmenti 
wUl axcuae the liberty I tak^ of laying before yon a tuttcr 
in which I hare no amall concern The anpbcntion 1 make 
origmatea wholly from mjadf, and baa not been anggnated to 
me^ ar^ peraon whatacSeTer 
1 bare la^y been mfonnad with great eertaisty, and with 
no laaa anrpnae, that eoncma hare made an application 
for the return of my fnond Gemeral B u rgor n o to capbnty 
in Ajnenea, at a time when the exchange of almcat all tha 
reat of the conrenbon dScere baa been completed It n 
tma that thia re^umtion haa been for the prtaent with- 
drawn , bnt then, it may be renewed at erery uiatant i and 
no trnmgement haa been made or propceed, which maT pre> 
Tent a thing on all aeconnta ao rery oiaagrecable, u to ace 
the moat opponte Intereata oonaplnng In the peraecotion of 
e man, fcFnned, by the onparalleitd candour and moderation 
of hia mind, to mute themoetdUcordant pairbei in bla &Tonr 
I own thia proceeding of the congreea fllla me with aatonnb- 
menb 1 am perauadt^ that aome nnoanally artful manage* 
mont, or rmy unoiampled delmon, baa operated bi prodnre 
an effect whWi cannot be aooounted for on any of the ordi- 
nary prlnciplea of nature or of polwy 
1 aoall not enter mtb the jiwbcuIarB of the eonrenHim 
under which tbn daitn ia nor Into the conalmcilon of 
it, nor tho execubon. I am not, perhapa, capable of dbmg 
jittbce to the merita of the caoae ] and U" I wore, I am no* 
diapoaed to pnt them opou any grtnmd of arOTnmit, 

(wbaterer othcra nught and pcrtbly ought to do) 1 am Jio* 
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Qioit dtBTMpoctfal tbuif tint be done tomds {g 
to snjrooee £bein moapeble of eoTTeetmg ta eiror 
If I were not fiit^ pereoeded of yonr Hbcrel and manly 
Way of tblnkme, 1 uoold not preanme, m tbe hostile nto* 
ab^ m which 1 atand, to make an applioatian to jckl Bat 
la this pie« of eiperuneirtal philoabphy I nm no mk of 
offendmtf yotu X apply ik)t to the ambeaaador of Amewf^ 
hut to iJr Firanklm, the phfloaephar. — the fhend and the 
loTcr of hu fTieoea, In that h^it, whateror oolocr pohbca 
may take,' 

I ahaU erer hare the hononr to be, 

Dear Sir, &c. ^ 

Boh. Bcbxb. 


TO •p TTTT.TP nijrciu, saQ r 

Ut nxtn Bis, Qenrd Street, February 20, 17901 

I sat up rather late at Oa^lton HonseL and on my n> 
turn hither I fonnd your lettar on my tahJa. I bare not 
I FruUa nptUd to Udi lotter M foOffwi >— 

Srm, Paa^, Ovto^ 15, 1781 

I rvealnrd bat t f«w dm yrer rvj bitaily UUe of Aifut 
Utt. CB tha aab^oot of O«o«nl Barcoji)*. 

Sbtca (be fboBah port of lunUDd vfll isiXo wm bm Ua* to tis« 
wiib Mch ctlisr, do< hArinf •frrrtM tpoT i^ etbrnia* to MtU* llwlr diflv 
tacBA, It ctrtAiailj boeomc* lb* vioer pvtr-vbocAaaot prmd tli«* van, 
to AUerlit* AA HTDdi AS poalbW dw talaaihk* tbem. 

Ur Bark* aIvajv tUwd in la^ oolMm | bk ASectkieUo evmmi 
tor bh friend rendm bim rlin more and Uw hoDoor bo 

do«o mo In >rfnikthn lu of tbs Bomber otll] B»oro prcdona. 

1 do not think tb« coomoo bare 097 vidi to tonecnto Otnera] Bnr 
fOTBo. I norer bcaol tOl t reeeirrd your Wttn that tboj bad rocaUed 
nt^ If tbej bare made oodi a rtooJnlbn. it Binot be, 1 npyooe, a cw 
ditkoal oiH t — to take pl^ In cam theb oAr of oxcbianist bbn &r Ur 
Laortn iboold not be aoeapted — a mrinrim InUndod to enforce tbal 
offer •• 

I bare jut rtc ei red an atitbepfVi onj ot tba n»ctn cretainint that 
offer, and antboridBf me to make tL As I bare no cemmanksdoB viib 
Tear mbdaten, 1 ceri it csdet«l to jon. If tm eta flod anj meau of 
negedathrt thk buineea, I am sore the rtstanof anotbrr votut oaa le 
kJa fusOT and fiieiida viQ be an addttiai to joor ptcunre. 

WBb (real and btrasiible leap^ and al&ctkv, 

1 ai 9 , 61r, 

Tear moat and moat obedtont Berrgrii 

B. raasaiis • 
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e.cpt since. You \\ill, therefore, excuse me if you fmJ nny- 
lliincf confused, or otljcrrrisc expressed tl)an J could wisli, in 
spealciug upon n matterwluch interests you from your regard 
to mo. There arc somo things in your letter Ibr xvhi^i I 
must thank you; there are others xvhich I must answer; — 
Pome things hear the mark of friendly admonition ; others 
bear some resemblance to the tone of accusation. 

You are the only friend I have who will dare to give mo 
advice; I must, therefore, have something torriblo in me, 
which intimidates all others who know mo from giving mo 
the only unequivocal mark of their regard. "Whatever this 
rough and menacing manner may bo, I must search myself 
upon it ; and when 1 discover it, old ns 1 am, I must endea- 
vour to correct it. I flattered myself, however, that you at 
lcast,would not have thoiJght my other friends justiiiod in 
withholding from me their sendees of this kind. You ccr- 
tainl}' do not alw.ays convey to jno your opinions ndth the 
greatest tenderness and management ; and yet I do not re- 
collect, since 1 first had the pleasure of your acquaintance, 
that there has been a hc.at or a coolness of a 8)nglc day’s 
duration, on my side, during that whole time. 1 believe 
your memory cannot present to you an instance of it. I ill 
deserve friends, if I throw them away on aeconnt of the can- 
dour and simplicity of their good nature. In particular you 
know, that you have in somo instauces favoured me with 
your instructions relative to things I was preparing for the 
public. If I did not in every instance agree with you, I 
think you had, on the whole, sutlicient proofs of my docility, 
to make you believe ' that I received your corrections, not 
only -without oflence, but with no small degree of gratitude. 

Your remarks upon the first two sheets of my Paris letter 
relate to the composition and the matter. The composition, 
you say, is loose, and I am quite sure of it : — I never intended 
it should be otherwise. ITor, purporting to bo, what in truth 
it originally was — a letter to a friend, I had no idea of di- 
gesting it in a systematic order. ^The stylo is open to cor- 
rection, and wants it. ]\Iy natural stylo of -writing is some- 
what careless, and I should be happy in receiving your advice 
towards making it as little vicious as such a style is capable 
of being,piade. The general character and colour of a style, 
’"hich grows out of the writer’s peculiar turn of mind and 
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habit of ei^railiig lui tboughta, moit be attendol to in all 
coirechoiiB. It la not the maertian of a piece of atufli tbougb 
of a better Irmd, whi^ a at all trmw an improrement. 

Yonr mam objeeti<Hui are, howemr, of a mncb deeper na- 
ture, and go to the political opnuoni and moral aeiitnncoU 
of the piece j in which I find, though with no lort of mr- 
piiae, haTmg often talked with jon on the anbjeot, — that we 
differ onlr m erer^hing Yon tay, “ the miaohief yoc are 
going to do jonneif n to mj apprebennoD pa^ble ; I muff 
it m the wind, and mj taste sickens at H.” antioipated 
stench, that turns your stomach at such a distance, murt be 
nauseous indeed. You seem to think I shall meur great 




makes it a matter of aome delicacy to me, to su pu r ee s 
what I hare written , far I must admit m my own feo/mg*! 
and in that of those who bare seen the piece, that my senti* 
ments and oumioos deeerre the infamy with which they are 
threatened, u they do not, 1 know nothing more than that 


r to oppoee tboee indinanons and pre^odicos that 1 pro- 
1 to ptuibah my lattCT I really am pWfeetlr sstooiabcd 
in your hand, 


how you could drum, with my paper in your ^d, that I 
founa no other caon than the buuty of the (jneen of Franco 
(now, 1 suppose, pretty much faded) for doepproring the 
conduct which has been held towards her, and for expressing 
my own particular feelmga. I am not to order the natoru 
sympathies of my own heart, and of eyery honest breast, to 
wait until all the jokes of all tbe anecdotes of the coffee- 


houses of Fona, end of the disKutlng meeting-bouset of Lon- 
don, are scoured of all the slander of those who calamiuate 
persons, that afterwards they may murder them with im- 
punity. I know nothing of your story of Jlessalina., Ami 
obligra to proTo juridiculy the rirtues of all those I shall ace 
sufienng ercry kind of wrong, and contumely, and nsk of 
life, before I endearour to interest others in thdr suffering 
— and before I cndeaTour to excite ho n or against mldxu^t 
■ MAi mi tt ba^-staus, sod their more wicked abettors in 
pnlpits? WhatJ — An not high rank, great splendour of 
descent, great personal cJegaaco and outward acsomphsh- 
ments, ingredients of moment in forming the interest we tskt 
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in tliG misfortunes of men? The minds of those who do not- 
feel thus are not even systematically right. “What’s He- 
cuha to him, or he to Hecuba, that he should weep for her ?” 
— WTiy, — ^because she was Hecuba, the queen of Troy, — the 
wife of Priam, — and suffered, in the close of life, a thousand 
calamities! I felt too for Hecuba, when I read the fine 
tragedy of Euripides upon her story ; and I never inquired 
into the anecdotes of the court or city of Troy, before 1 gave 
way to the sentiments which the author wished to inspire ; — 
nor do I remember that he ever said one word of her virtue. 
It is for those who applaud or palliate assassination, regicide, 
and base insult to women of illustrious place, to prove the 
crimes (in' sufferings) which they allege, to justify their own. 
But if they have proved fornication on any such woman, — 
taking the manners of the world, and the manners of Erance, 
— I sh^all never put it in a parallel with assassination ! — No ; I 
have no such inverted scale of faults, in my heart or m^ head. 

You find it perfectly ridiculous, and imfit for me m par- 
ticular, to take these things as my ingredients of commisera- 
tion. Pray why is it absurd in me to think, that the chival- 
rous spirit which dictated a veneration for women of condition 
and ot bea\ity, without any consideration whatever of enjoy- 
ing them, was the great source of those manners which nave 
been the pride and ornament of Europe for so many ages ? 
And am I not to lament that I have lived to see those man- 
ners extinguished in so shocking a manner, by means of 
speculations of finance, and the false science of a sordid and 
degenerate philosophy ? I tell you again, — that the recol- 
lection of the manner in which I saw the queen of Erance, 
in the year 1774, and the contrast between that brilliancy, 
splendour, and beauty, with the prostrate homage of a nation 
to her, — and the abominable scene of 1789, which I was de- 
Bcribing^did draw tears from me and wetted my paper. 
These tears came again into my eyes, almost as often as I 
looked at the description ; — ^they may again. You do not 
believe this fact, nor that these are ijiy rem feelings ; but that 
the whole is affected, or, as jrou express it, downright foppery. 
My friend, — I tell you it is truth ; and that it is true, and 
win be truth, when you and I are no more ; and will exist 

* The M€. of this letter is not the originah and probably '.here has 
been some error in copying thes^ words 
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u long B8 men mih their setunl feehngi ihall eiift. I 
•hell nj no more on tha fopp^^ of mTnw. Oh I br the nj', 
TOO Q«k mo bow long I bare been on «ijrairef of Gcnntn 
ladies P Alwaja the tame. Present me the idea of lueh 
mauacrea about anj German lad^ ben^ and aoch attempt! 
to nesiMinite her, and mch a tnnmph^t processum from 
'Windsor to the Old Jamj, sy>d 1 aisnre jon, I slfH be quite 
as full of natural concern and jtnt tr^digmi tinn, 

As to the other pointa, thej deaerra aenom connderatton, 
and thej shall hafe it. I oertahi]/ cannot profit gmta so 
much bj jour asaiatance ai tf we agnred. In ^t case, emr 
correction would be forwarding the deeign. We ahotild work 
with one oommon new Bat it u unpoesible that anj man 
can oorrect a work aooarding to its true spint, who u opposed 
to its object, or can help coe eipRsaion of what he tfiioki 
jbould not be expreased at alL 

I sboold agree with joa ahont the nkiDen of the ecntro* 
Tc r i y with such miscreants oa the “ Berohition Sooe^f ” and 
the “ NatKmal Aaaemblj and I know rerj well that tW, 
as well as tbeir afriea, the Indian delicqoest^ will darkas the 
air with thetf antrwa. Bat I do not jet think thej bare the 
adrorson of repntatiac. I ahall trj that poteL Ur dear 
nr, joa think of nothing bat eo ntroTer n e* > ‘'X challep^ 
into the field of battle, and retire defeated, Ac.” If tboir 
hsTiDg the last word ^ a defeat, thej most aienrcdlj will 
defeat me. Bat I intoid no con tiu i nis i with Dr Pnce, or 
Lord Sbelborne, or a^ other of their se^ 1 mean to set in 
fall view the danger from their wicked pnnaplos end their 
black hearts. 1 mtend to state the true principles of mir 
constitution in diurch and atnte, upon groonds opposite to 
thefrs. If anj one be the better for tl» example made of 
them, and for this ezpontiOD, wall and good. I mean to do 
mr to eipoae them to the hatred, ndicole, and contempt 
of the wlmle world, as I alwajs shall eipooe such ialamni* 
ators, hjpocntos, aower* of aedition, and approTWs of murder 
and all its tnotophi. 'W^^enl bare done that, thej maj hare 
the field to themselre* , and I care very bttle bow they tii- 
mnpn over ma, since I hope they will not be able to draw 
me at their heels, sad carry my bead in triumph on Ihcir 


poles. 


I have been mt ei r upte d, and bare said enough, Adicul 
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believe me alwnys sensible of your fricndslnp ; tliough it jb 
impossible that a greater ditTcrence can exist on earth than, 
unfortvmately for me, there is on those subjects, between 
your sentiments and mine. 

Edm. Bubki:. 


TO CAJTAiN •woonronn.* 

Sm, Duke Street, St. James’s, February 11th, 1791. 

I must beg your favourable interpretation of my long 
silence. I have really been engaged in business which has 
occupied my wliole mind, and made me somewliat negligent 
in the attentions which are most justly duo from me. 
Amongst these I must reckon what I owe to you, for your 
comniimication of the sentiments of the Abbfi Maury, and 
for the very polite and obliging manner in which you have 
made that communication. 

I have to thank you for the excellent speeches of the 
Abb6, which, imtil your goodness fumished mo ^vith them, 
I had never read. I had never before seen anything of his, 
which could furnish a proper idea of his manner of treating 
a subject. I had seen him only in detached pieces ; and 
sometimes, I apprehend, under the disadvantage of a repre- 
sentation of his enemies. Even in that form, I thought I 
perceived the traces of a superior mind. Tlie pieces which 
you have been so kind to put in my hands have more than 
justified the ideas I had formed of him from reputation. I 
find there a bold, manly, commanding, haughty tone of elo- 
quence, free and rapid, and full of resources ; but admiring 
as I do his eloquence, I admire much more his unwearied 
perseverance, his invincible constancy, his firm intrepidity, 
his undaimted courage, and his noble defiance of vulgar 
opinion md popular clamour. These are real foundations of 
glory. Whenever he shall get rid of the dangers of his in- 
violability, and shall wish to relax in the ease and free inter- 
course of this land of slavery (in yhich he has nothing to 
dread, from a committee of researches, or the excellent laws 
of lese-nation), he shall, with a very sincere and open heart, 
receive from me the accolade ehevaleresque, which he condo- 

• * Captain Woodford, probably, had lately just returned from Paris. 
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long u men with their natural feelingi shall eikt. 1 
shall taj no more on this £bppfw of mhie. Oh ! bj the way, 
roa oak me bow Inng I hara been an admirer ot Gennac 
ladies P Always the same. Present me the idea of such 
mstfiorea about any German lad^ here, and such attempts 
to anasamate her. and audi a tmnnphmt procesnon fim 
■Windflor to the Old Jewry, and I aasure you, I shall he quite 
as full of natural coneecn and Just mdignation. 

As to the other points, they deserre semous consderatko, 
and they shall hare ih I certainly cannot profit quite so 
much byyourasctstanea aaif weagmd. In uiit case, ererr 
o or rec ti oD would be famardmg the design. We should vora 
with one common new But it la nnpoeaible that any man 
can correct a wo^ acocoding to its true spint, who is opposed 
to its object, or can help the eiprtsaion of what he tpmks 
should not be ex pre ss ed st alL 

1 should agree with you about the nleneea of the ecntn> 
rerwr with ru^ miserecnts as the * Berolution Society ” and 
the ^Natioosl Assembly;*' and 1 know rmy wsQ that tber, 
as well as their allies, the Indian delinquenti^ wiD darken tha 
air with their a r r o ws. But I do not yrt think they hare the 
adrowson of re p utat ion. 1 shall try that point Air deer 
fir, you thmk of nothing but eantroremee; “1 challen^ 
into the field of battle, and retire defeated, de." If th^ 
hanng 4110 last word be a defeat, they most assuredly wOl 
defeat me. But I intend no con tro rcj a y with Dr Pnce, or 
Lord Shelbunie, or a^ other of their sot I mean to set in 
full new the danger from tbeir wicked pnnaples and their 
black heorta. I mtend to state the true principles of our 
oonstitutioa m church and state, upon grounds opposite to 
&eirs. If any one be the better far tlM example made of 
them, and for this exposition, wall and good. 1 mean to do 
mr best to expose them to the ba^ed, nmcnle, and contempt 
of the whole world; as I always shall expose such calomm* 
store, bypoentos, sowore of sedition, and approren of murder 
and sil Its tnomphs. Wt®n I h®^ d«io tost, they may ha« 
the field to themselres ; and I care reiy little how they tii* 
umpn OTcr me, since I hope they will not be able to drew 
me ax their he^ and tariy my bead in toiumph on tbffr 
poles, • , 

1 bare b ee n Int er r up ted, and hare said enough. Adieu i 
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believe mo always sensible of 3'oiir frieudsliip ; tliougb it is 
impossible that a greater diflcrenco can exist on earth than, 
unlbrtunately for me, there is on those subjects, between 
your sentiments and mine. 

Eum. Bouke. 


TO CiJ?TAiK woonronn.* 

Sib, Duho Street, St. James’s, February 11th, 1791. 

I must beg your favourable interpretation of my long 
silence. I have rcall}' been engaged in business which has 
occupied my whole mind, and made me somewhat negligent 
in tne attentions which arc most justl}' due from mo. 
Amongst these I must rcchon what I owe to you, for your 
comniunication of the sentiments of the Abb£ jMaury, and 
for the very polite and obliging manner in which you have 
made that communication. 

I have to thank you for the excellent speeches of the 
Abbd, which, until your goodness funiisbcd me •with them, 
I had never read. I had never before seen anything of his, 
which could furnish a proper idea of his manner of treating 
a subject. I had seen him onlv in detached pieces*, anti 
sometimes, I apprehend, under the disadvantage of a repre- 
sentation of his enemies. Even in that form, I thought I 
perceived the traces of a superior mind. Tlic pieces which 
you have been so kind to put in my hands have more than 
justified the ideas I had formed of him from reputation. I 
find there a bold, manly, commanding, haughtj’ tone of elo- 
quence, free and rapid, and full of resources ; but admiring 
as I do his eloquence, I admire much more his unwearied 
perseverance, his invincible constancy, his firm intrepidity, 
his undaunted courage, and his noble defiance of vulgar 
opinion and popular clamour. These are real foundations of 
glory. AVkenever he shall get rid of the dangers of his in- 
violability, and shall ■wish to relax in the ease and free inter- 
course of this land of slavery (in yhich bo has ° 

dread from a committee of researches, or the 
of lese-naiion), he shall, with a very sincere 
receive from me the accolade clicvalcresque, wnic 

• ' Captain Woodford, probably, had lately juai relumed 
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scandj tn de«re , for he bet ao^urtted hlmwlf en prfxj cb* 
niter, and as a Tabaet ohampion m the otziee of honour, 
virtne, and noble eentunenta; — m the eanae of hi* Icing and 
htt oountiT, — m the cause of kw, religion, and liberij- Be 
pleased onJj to exprw znj aorrow, that the nwdi^ty of my 
Btuafaon, and the rery bad French iridcii I apeak, ^nerther 
of them tn^erzne to entstainfazm with thedutmctKmlihoold 
wish to ahoir him. I Trill do the host I can. 1 hare had the 
Count do llirabean m my house , irill he aobmit aftenrarda 
to enter under the same roof P I wQJ hare it purified and 
expiated, and I ihall. look into the beat JhrmmlcM &om the 
tune of Homer doTrnirarda, for that penpooe I wiQ do 
ermything but imitate the Spaniard, who burned ha hooae 
becahsa the Oonnetable de Bourbon had been lodged m it 
That ceremony la too expeoarro for my finances. Anything 
elae I ihall readily submit to for ita pnnflcation { for*I am 
CTtremely n^erriihot, and tbmk hla oonung mto ft was of 
erli angoryi wane, a great deal, than the orowa, which the 
Abb4 ^ find oontuinallr firmg about me. It t» hit baring 
been in $o many prbonj in Fnoce that has pr or e d ao osun* 
oua to them all Let the Hell of the JfafaonaJ Asaembly 
look to itaeli^ and take means of arerting the tame ill ana- 
picea that thratan it Iber are a fine naticm that send tbar 
monarebs to pmoo, and take their mreeuors frotn the jaHa 1 
The birth of such monsters has made me as snpervbtu^ as 
Liry A fhend of mine, just come from Paris, tells me be 
was present when the Comt de IDrabean— -I beg Ins par- 
don, — Mr Biftpietti,* thonght proper to entertaiD tM assem- 
bly with his o^nion of ma. I only answer bm by peferring 
him to tbo woblo's opmion of him^ I hare the bapplnew 
not to be disapproreia by my sorereign. I can b«r tbe 
frowns of BicquotU tbeFiret, wbo is thein. I am safe under 
the Bntuh laws, I do n't Intend to put myself m tbo way 
of his inquisition, or of hts /eatemsy which I coiJidcr as 
much more dangerous to honest men, though not to him, 
than the Dftstile was formeriy If I were to go to Frame, I 
should think the goreromeot of Louis the Bntcenth much 
more farourable to liberty than that of thetr present king, 
Bi^uatti the First. In one thing, indeed, 1 find W«, 

I AknaiiJ VIS tiw ftsBy bus* cf Unstsaa, sad vUcl^ dudaf lb i 
Berefamn bswed fai pn&mws. 
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thougli lie ■was a bad subject, to me at least a kind sovereign ; 
since, in shaking of me, be bas done it in tbe only •way 
wbicb could contribute either to my satisfaction or reputa- 
tion. To be tbe subject of M. Iticquetti’s invectives and of 
Abb6 Maury’s approba'tion at tbe same time, is an honour to 
•which little can be added, klirabeau, in his jail, "would be 
an object of my pity ; on bis throne (which, by the sport of 
fortune, may be tte reward of what commonly leads to what 
I do n’t choose to name) he is the object of my disdain. 
For vice is never so odious, and to rational eyes never so 
contemptible, as when it usurps and disgraces the natural 
place of -virtue; and virtue is never more amiable to all who 
nave a true taste for beauty, than when she is naked, and 
stripped of all the borrowed ornaments of fortune. Mons. 
Cazdies and Abb6 Maury have derived advantages to their 
fame from their disasters, i^'hicb they never could have had 
from the most prosperous event of their conflicts ; which, 
however, I wish may come in tbe end, not for their o^wn 
Bakes, but for the benefit of manlcind. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Edm. Bueee. 

TO LOED GEElmLlE. 

Beconsfield, August 18th, 1792. 

I no not know whether I can perfectly justify myself 
in venturing to trouble your lordship, in my imperfect state 
of knowledge, with any suggestions of mine. But I trust, 
that however weak you may find my notions, you will believe 
that they are formed -with general good intentions, and that 
they are laid before you with all possible respect to yourself 
and to your colleagues, and -with real good ■wishes for what- 
ever may contribute to your reputation in the conduct of the 
king’s busiuess. 

The late shocking, though long expected, event at Paris, 
has rendered, in my opinion, every step that shall be taken 
■with regard to Prance, at this conjuncture, extremely de- 
licate. 

The part of a neutral power is, in itself, delicate ; but par- 
ticularly so in a case in which it is impossible to suppose 
•fhat, in this neutrality, there should not be some lurking 


wiili in fiiTOor of one oi the parties in the contert. The con* 
duct of such a poirer -will be loolced up to with hope and fear 
during the oontention- ETerything which lutt a power 
says or does, will be ooMtiued \ij an appliiaiian to the or* 
cmnstances. 

The preeent circumittmces are an attack upon the Wng of 
Ftancew palace j the murder of all who were found in it } 
the impriacmnient of the kingf hia tuspenaion, atated by the 
faction itself as a depoeitkio ; acts oi Ticslence which hare 
obliged the migarity^ of the national assembly to abtent 
them ae ires from thar Amotions ; add to theaef the infentkm, 
not in the leaat ambiguous, of bringing tbe li^g and queen 
to a trial ; the rcaolution erpr eased by muCT of putting them 
to death, with or without that fannahty. Ste efieetm these 
thing!, from their Tory nature, and from the nature oFmeu, 
as ss from the prinotplo on which they ere dose, at a 
time when tfaeonee are raihlT formed, and readily pass from 
epeoolation into practioe, and when ill elam;a^q^ at all times 
apt to infect, are so unuauaUy cantagioos, it is unseceasary 
for me to atate to one of your lordship’s sagadty and pene> 
tntioa. 

This last prrolution, whaterer name it may assume, at 
preaent bears no one chsrscter of a natfanal act. It is 
act only of some desperate penems, inhabitants of 
one oitT onfy, rniti^ting and hiri^ at an enormotii ex- 
pense the lowest m tbe people, to destroy tho monarch 
and the monarchT. with wHatoror elae b respeetablo in so* 
dety. l^ot one <moer of the national guards of Fans, which 
cif^ wr a are composed of nothing higher than rood tradeamen, 
has appeared in thb buameta. It b not yet a^pted through* 
out France by any one dan of people. No regular cotctd- 
ment of any county has yet an object with which twy can 
decently treot in France, or to which they can ntimally 
make any oHdal declaration what a oercr. 

in sum a state of things, to oddroas the present bead* of the 
iniurroctlon, put by tbeik into the nomroal adminUtrsthe 
departmenta of state office, is to gfre a direct sanctim to 
their authority on the part of tho court of Great Britain* 
lb thb time, the king of Eraneo’s name hat appeared to 
erery public act and instrnmeati and all office trsnsactioos 
to our co urt , and to erery other foreign court, bare appear* 
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ed in tlaeir usual form. If we pleased, it was in our power 
to shut our eyes to everything else; hut this is now no 
longer possible. I should, therefore, heg leave to submit it 
to consideration, whether to recognise the leaders in the late 
murderous insurrection as the actual governors of Prance 
is not, at best, a little premature. Perhaps it may be a 
doubt, as a matter of sound policy, whether more would not 
be lost by this hasty recognition on the side of the great, 
settled, and acknowledged powers, than we can hope to gain 
by pressing to pay our court to this, at best, unformed and 
embryo potentate. I take it for granted, that it will not be 
easy for Lord G-ower * to continue in his present situation. 
If it were even thought for the dignity of this crown, no 
man of honour and spirit would submit to it. It is a sacri- 
fice to* great to be made, of all generous and noble feeling. 
I should humbly propose it for consideration, whether, on 
his retreat, great reserve ought not to be used with regard 
to any declaration. If any person standing in the place of a 
minister should apply to him for an explanation, he ought, in 
my poor opinion, to be absolutely silent. But if that should 
not be thought the best course, he might say that he had 
had leave to return on his private affairs. The king of Spain 
has no minister at Paris, yet his neutrality has hitherto been 
complete. The neutrality of this court has already been 
more than once declared. At this moment, any over-prompt 
and affected new declaration on that subject, made to the 
persons who have lately vaulted into the seat of government, 
after committing so many atrocious acts, and threatening 
more, would have all the force and ^ect of a declaration in 
their favour. Although it should be covered with mollifying 
expressions with regard to the king’s personal safety (which 
will be considered as nothing but a sacrifice to decorum and 
ceremony ,^and as mere words of course), it will appear to 
the Jacobm faction as a direct recommendation to their medi- 
tated act of regicide ; knowing, as the world does, their dis- 
positiops, their menaces, their preparations, and the whole 
train of the existing circumstances. In that case, to say, 
“ I hope you mean no ill, and I recommend it to you to do 
no ill, but do what you please, you have nothing to fear firom 


At this time ear ambassador at Paris. 


ixrrEH*, 


me,” vould be pWnlj- to call apon them to proceed to tut 
length* their irickednew might carry them 

It JB e great donbt -with me, whether a dedaretron to thli 
now power, a creotaro almort hterally of yeeterdaj, and a 
eroetur© of treaaonable and murderoos riot of the lowert 
peoplfium one otr, i« not a mbatnnfaal breach of neotral- 
ity proTEoeed to the power to whcon oaigmally thonentrahty 
wai aamred, on the interpoaitum f^Jbreun p o wer a { namely. to 


^ w jt ^ t.M u i,r7< j . w 

the moft Ohnfbaa king take the flrit opportnmty, wrth 
j all ftaara from 


the moat ertroordmaiy haste, to remom j . 
mmdi of hia awaatmaa. ta tantamonnt to t«Ving ^ part agauut 
bm. Kudi I fear, that thoo^ nothing coi^d oe more re* 
mote from the intention of ibu court, yot if andi a do' 
daration were made, and if the act of atr^tr apprehended 
ihoold aotoaliy take place, we ahaQ be cozmaeroa an ready 
aeocnnphcea m it, and atari ^ eeoettariet Irf^ Uu fbei, 
partinllariy when no declaration cm the part of ooreoort hat 
Dean oaDed for by the new power, and that u yet, they 
bare no atntfter at tbu co u rt If the atep of the re^ of 
our minifter ^auppomng each a atep in eonteffiplahon) abould 
produce any roara in uem, I see no oee in romonog thoae 
feara. On oar part, the nary of France it not so formidable 
that I think wo bare any jmd ground of apprehenaion that 
she will make war upon ns. it is not the enmity, but the 
friendihip of Franee that « truly terribln. Her lnte^ e o ur e^ 
her example, the aproad of her doctrines, are the most dread' 
fill of her arms. 

I do not see what a nation loses In ropntation or in tafrty, 
by keoping its conduct in its own power. I think such a 
atote of freedom in tbe use of a mom and pohtlca! rcterre 
in lut^ unbeard'of oreumstaoces can be well Justified to 
any sorerdgn abroad, or to any person or party at home. I 
perceiTe thS; much pains are taken by the Jacobin* of Eng* 
umd to propagate a notion, that one state has not a right to 
haterfero according to its distietion in the interior alEurs of 
anot^ Thu atrangt^ notion can only be lupporiod by s 
confusion of and not dutingmahing the co'e of re- 
bellion and sedition In a neighbouring country, and tskiDg • 
part m the diTisions of a eoanfry when they do prerafl, 
are actually form^ In the first csso there issindoubtcdl; 
taoro difllcnlty than in the aecond, in which there u deW/ 
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uo difficulty at all. To interfere in sucli dissensions requires 
great prudence and circumspection, and a serious attention 
to justice, and to the policy of one’s own country, as well as 
to that of Europe. But an abstract principle of public law, 
forbidding such interference, is not supported by the reason 
of that law, nor by the authorities on the subject, nor by the 
practice of this kingdom, nor by that of any civilized nation 
in the world. This nation owes its laws and liberties, bis 
Majesty owes the throne on which be sits, to the contrary 
principle. The several treaties of guarantee to the Protest- 
ant succession, more than once reclaimed, affirm the principle 
of interference, which in a manner forms the basis of the 
public law in Europe. A more mischievous idea cannot ex- 
ist, than that any degree of ivickedness, violence, and op- 
pression may prevail in a country, that the most abomin- 
able, murderous, and exterminating rebellions may rage in 
it, or the most atrocious and bloody tyranny may domineer, 
and that no neighbouring power can take cognizance of either, 
or afford succour to the miserable sufferers. 

I trust your lordship will have the goodness to excuse 
the freedom taken by an old member of parliament. The 
habits of the House of Commons teach a liberty, perhaps 
improper, ivith regard to office. But be assured, there is 
nothing in mine that has the smallest mixture of hostility ; 
and it will, I trust, appear that my motives are candid and 
friendly, if ever this affair should come into discussion in the 
House of Commons, and I should feel myself called on to 
deliver my opinions. If I were, as formerly I have been, in 
systematic opposition (most assuredly I am not so now), I 
had much rather, according to my practice in more instances 
than one, respectfully to state a doubt to ministers whilst a 
measure is depending, than to reproach them afterwards with 
its consequences in my place. What I write vrill, I. hope, at 
worst, be thought the intrusion of an importunate friend. I 
, am thoroughly convinced that the faction of the English J a- 
cobins, though a little under a»cloud for the present, is 
neither destroyed nor disheartened. The fire is still alive 
under the ashes. Every encouragement, direct or indirect, 
given to their brethren in Erance stirs and animates the 
embers. „ So sure as we have an existence, if these things 
should go on in France, as go on they may, so sure it is that 

VOL. TUI i i 



in the ri{ eiic«B of their time, the tame iragetbes be eef ed 

m IRnritnd, Cure, and Condortet, and Banterre, and 
lliameX and Pstion, and thar brethren the RiettJeja, the 
Coopera, and the ‘Watti — the deputies of the bod/ of the 
dmenten and othen at Mancheeter^irho embraced Cam in 
the midit of the Jacobin elab the reTolutian*aoaetT that 
recerred Petian m Jjandon; — ^the Tchole race of the c^ieif^ 
^rho are inimerotii and powtrfol, irhcieo pnncipleB, diipo^ 
tiona, end wiahec are the aame^ ore aa cJoeex/ connected 
aa ercr ; and they do not feu to mark and to nae e m / l hmg 
that ahowi a remWneea, or any eqnjrocal appearance, m ^ 
Tcniment, to them adranta^ I concexTe that the Poke 
of Branaiiid: u ai moeh fighting the bottle of the erown of 
England aa the Xhike of OomberUnd did at Onllodem I 
ooncffiTe that any urmeceaaafy dedarationi on oar partcwffl 
be to htm, and to thoae who are di^ioaed to pot a bound to 
the emjdre of anarchy and oasaatination, a ngruJ discourage* 
ment The cause of my dread, and paihapa orer-ofiVdcnit, 
aosety at tUa tune, baa anaen feom what (yon wifi hare 
the goodness to pardon me) I thou^t retlar too etvck rred»> 
tuttt to ieohro on otkor oc^otionx Tc rhaps J talk of a thine 
lot at all in oontempktion If no thou^ta of the kind 
hare been entertained, your lor^hjp wiD m pleased to coo* 
aider thia aa wasto paper It ia, at any rate, W aa a hint to 
youneH and req u ires no answer 

1 hare the hanouT to he, &« Aa. 

Edil Btmr*. 


TO area, oa^wx.* 


Mr nmn ILullk, No date. Probably the end of ITM. 

Mti, Burke baa sbown me "wbat you hare written 
about the conTersationa which ceme to your ears rdatir* to 
the allowance which the committeo oakct to the*Fretich 
dergy. To ^ sure, those who « about beggmg must «• 
p«t to hear, and they ought patiently to bear, a great many 
chuirlub things. One object to many people, either in gftu^ 
or refotlngi fa to oerefae a »ort of power. It fa a tini » 


» Vl£« ef Jolffl Ore-*, E*i., taaaj run M P. fct CboUr*. 
rebed I* W»« U 1800. Her wjrtfth nu r«faud 
Sejeoldi, tad eth M food tn tka tea ral. of kb (Sfrared w oeks. * 
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purclinsc of tlicir ocncvolcnco, to Icfc them indulge them- 
Fclvcs in n Fort of dominion. I really am in doubt whether 
it answers any purpose to give to many of this description 
any answer ; for what they say is not from doubt that aims 
at being satisfied, but from sheer ill-nature and perverseness, 
and to prevent other ncoplc from doing the good which they 
are unwilling to do themselves. Who told them that Mr. 
Wilmot and his committee allow a farthing more than is ab- 
solutely necessary ? Who told them that they who live in 
London are not the best judges of what will maintain a man 
there ? Who told them that theso unfortunate nctims of 
onr common cause live in luxury? Who told them that it 
is not more difficult for them to bo persuaded to receive the 
most scanty measure of their necessities, than to persuade 
the committee to give it ? We know that the charity of 
many^pcople is so closely connected with the idea of sturdy 
beggars, vagrants, .and tiiievcs, that they can hardly separate 
from them the objects of benevolence in their owa minds. 
The first process in their scheme of humanity is the hatred 
and contempt of those who arc to profit by it. In their idea 
of relief, there is always included something of punishment. 
But we must pass them. I trust that many will be still 
found of a pure and nnmixed good-nature, winch many have 
shonu, and which you show abundantly. Wliat is enough ? 
It is a word of large import with regard to ourselves, — very 
limited with regard to others. However, if there be any 
benevolent people that are entangled with these objections, 
you will bid them consider what a footman’s board wages is 
in London, who has his master’s bouse to lodge in, and has 
his firing, and caudle-bght, and clothing found. To be sure 
if we could collect the whole into one house, as is the case 
of about GOO that are collected at Winchester, they might 
be in London, as these are at Winchester, maintained for 
' less money. But to build and furnish a house in London, 
capable of containing 1500, or indeed half the number, would 
exhaust more money than wo have. The same objection 
would»be to’the hiring and furnishing of several houses. It 
was on f ull consideration that the committee fixed this allow 
ance. At first it was not sufficient, and on a calculation 
which I myself presented to the committee, it was raised to 
thirteen shillings ; but as these worthy and discontented peo< 

n • o 
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oomroon, thoj themaelTet prop<J^ the reductk®. How 
they ma^ it onawer, I know no* but I am sure that, in 
Loudon, the committee, if tlwy nnjdwtook the matter, c<^a 
uot mamtain them at a tnoob Ui^er price. Aa to clothing 
except for a few, who were at in a manner itnp^ 
naked, no promion baa been lytde. The manner of bring 
of common soldien la m. the ejw^of oi^ectore j bat tlwr 
forget that, m qnaptert, the mn-flfceepm obh^ to Am 
for the EolieTa lodging fire, cm ^W light, amall-beer, nit, 
and Tinemr, graba, Tbaao are laJto help*. Then the «» 
notmcal diacrplma of the army ia ijbtoelf a heVp, whichin no 
part of oiril life can bo had. oome^nf the cle^ ent 
or three of their acanty meah m a to clothe thejnieirt*. 

At Wincbeater, I^ody Bocknjgbam E»a* giren 600 flannri 
trarttcoata, becdoi fomiahlng aom«tliu%i-.o towardf the «>■ 
ployment of thoaa who cea earn »omethij|Ci» by tredee. Ihe 
people at largo, and mdmduala, hare mneh. I 

they will not bo bred of doing good tefi ^tbe» 
wb^ they mar oontemplate at thoir 0 | 4 hta a> * ^ o** 

tttaation woola btallibly huro been, haw pleaaed 
bin* mecoeded ; rritb this nnhappy b^ u a hint 
that tho French Jacobins would not haroTV 
retreat Adien 1 my dear madam:- Ood hlete. Ac. 
saeceu to your detl^ 1 ' Benos. 

Xomi OTtsr, 


nnt>l 


Eoli 




Hannah More, by bD meani. There ta a booihf w«d|| 
by Abb4 Borual, whioh eoatams the most ample 
this persecubon which has appeared ; I beliero ^ “2 

bo depended upon. Hatters hare come to my irrtTyi®>T 
which c onri ace mo that ho falls sbcrt rather than V 
It is ** Histolre Clorge pendant la £0X01011010*1^1^ 
50teo” Toot bookseller oui--TOt it TVlIliam Bor&e^ 
taken to town Brioot’s book,^ >zalit presents his der^ 

I pi^, from my soul, those 'riio neither know 

to rmoice or to bo afflicted a^ ^cood news to out ptft. 
The oost wishes of all hero Crewe. • 





' t I'- 


i<- * 


■f 


-S®* 


•9nrw(ivr»^'’^ 

jfWwrttiiK?' 

to £>•>'-> 

^Hld Kt^. 0 ' ’’ „ r 

V no'. t' 

y^hxr,: 

'"OU I 
'ire Qiirc-4" 
tnci'- 


LETTEB8. 


485 


U 


""’ffOO ( 

}>eople i? I 
r, 'agraj; 
tliem ill 
pro/ 
femnf 
■ thol 
■we inu‘* 
ofo, - 

. 



EET. DE. HEBSET. 

Beconafield, May 18, 1795. 
r exactly wliy I am so unwilling to 
I have Httle to say that might not he 
; at the same time, there is something 
g the confidential langnage of friendship 
.e. It is still worse to put it into the 
) make unfaithful representations of it, or 
ject of malicious comments. I thank you 
H .is full of that good sense and good tem- 
^ that fortitude, which are natural to yon. 
fc. ao much greater authority than I am, and of 
'judgment, are of opinion you ought to stay, 
ght for you to remain at aU risks. Indeed, 
done with tolerable safety, I wished you to 
j cradle of those seminaries, on which the fu- 
;oe of Ireland essentially depends. For you, I 
jlutionary tribunal of Drogheda. For the coun- 
proper mode of education is not adopted, I trem- 
i pread of atheism amongst the Catholics. I do 
* 3 style of the meeting * in Francis Street. The 

holly Jacobinical. In parliament, the language of 
Js (one only excepted) was what it ought to be. 
jue speech, though ftill of fire and animation, was 
ed with the fire of heaven. I am sorry for it. I 
' that gentleman but once. He is certainly a man 
but one who has dealt too much in the philosophy 
e. Justice, prudence, tenderness, moderation, and 
1 . charity, ought to become the measures of tolerance; 
a cold apathy, or, indeed, rather a savage hatred, to 
on, and an avowed contempt of all those points on 
e difier, and on those about which we agree. If what 
1 . in Francis Street was in the first heat, it might be 
. They were given to understand that a change ot 
tration, short only of a involution in violence, was 
mly on account of a disposition in a Lord-Lieutenant 
or Catholics. Many provoking circumstances attend- 
businesB ; not the least of them was, that they saw 
dvos delivered over to their enemies, on no other 

e 03861111)17 of the Roman Catholics held April 9th, 1795, io 
. Street Chapel. 
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tppBwnt ground of merit thtn that they irere fnch- AD 
tMB 1* Tery tme , btrt under erery proTOcation they ought 
not to bo fantet^ by their enonuei otrt of their pnnci' 
plea and ont of their aonaef llie langoogo of the day 
•went p\ainly to a Kmarafaon of the two kingdocna. God for- 
bid that anything Kxe it aboold erer happ^l They would 
bothborumedbyit^ but Irdand would ■tfiermort and fint 
The thmg howerer, la mmouible Tboce who ihould attempt 
that improbability would ho nudono. If erer the tnrti, whi^ 
indirect^, theeo oratora aoam to menace, wen to be taken, 
np, aarelr the threat of and) o meaauro u not wiae, aa it 
c^d add nothteg to thou* atrength, but would giro erery 
pOMible adrantoge to their eoetoiM. It la a fooliih language, 
adopted £rum the tuuted Inahmen, that their gnerancea ori- 
ginate from Bnglend. The direct contrary It la ar 
cendanoy wbieh acme of their own factkma hare obtained 
her^ that has hurt the Oatholica with thia goTemment. It 
u not aa an £ngitah gorenunent that nuniaterB act in that 
manner, but aa aanating a por^ m IreJand, "Wien they talk 
of dhaolnng themnlre* aa a OathoUo bcM^, nd miring their 
gn«Ti£w»a with thoae of their country, au I ham to aay 
that they loea tbeir own itoportaneo aa a body V aioal- 
gamatlon , and they cok real mattnra of eomplalfit m thoae 
whxdi are factions sod imaginary For in the name of God, 
what ^erance has Ireland, aa Irdand, to complam of with 
regard to Great Bntain } unlM* the prtrtoctioQ of the moat 
powerful country upon eapth,r--gmng all hw pnnlegci, with- 
out exception, m common to Irmnd, and rcsemng to beraelf 
only tbo painful preeminence of ton-fold burlhena, be a mat- 
ter of complaint. The subject, aa a lubiect, la aa mse m Ire- 
knd aa be u in EngiamL Aa a member of the emmre, an 
Irishman baa erery prirdege of a natnral-bom £D^tshimm« 
m OT cr y port of it, in erery occupation, and m er ew branch 
of commerce. No monopoly ia established against any- 
where ( and the great staple mannfactnro ot IreUnd n 
only not prohibited, not aniy not diseonroged, bat ft is 
legw m a manner that has no example The pronsion unde 
is the same t nor does Ireland, on bo part, take a aingle ar- 
ticle from England, but what abe has with more adrautage 
than she could bare it from any nation upon ear^h. I •*/ 
nothing of tbo Immense adfantage she dentes from tbo ttfo 
of the English capital In. what country upon earth is i<» 
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that a quantity of linens, the ihoment they are lodged in the 
warehouse, and before the sale, would entitle the Irish mer- 
ciiant or manufacturer to draw bills on the terms, and at the 
time, in which this is done by the warehouseman on London? 
Ireland therefore, as Ireland, whether it he taken civilly, 
constitutionally, or commercially, suffers no grievance. The 
Catholics, as Catholics, do ; and what can be got by joining 
their real complaint to a complaint which is fictitious, but to 
make the whole pass for fiction and groimdless pretence ? I 
am not a man for construing with too much rigour the ex- 
pressions of men under a sense of ill-usage. 1 know that 
much is to be given to passion ; and I hope I am more dis- 
posed to accuse the person who provokes another to anger, 
than the person who gives way to natural feelings in hot lan- 
guage. If this be all, it is no great matter ; but, if anger- 
only orings out a plan that was before meditated, and laid up 
in the mind, the thing is more serious. The tenor of the 
speeches in Francis Street, attacking the idea of an incor- 
porating union between the two kingdoms, expressed princi- 
ples that went the full length of a separation, and of a dis- 
solution of that union, which arises from their being under 
the same crown. That Ireland would, in that case, come to 
make a figure amongst the nations, is an idea which has more 
of the ambition of individuals in it, than of a sober regard to 
the happiness of a whole people. But if a people were to 
sacrifice solid quiet to empty glory, as on some occasions they 
have done ; under the circumstances of Ireland, most as- 
stmedly, never would obtain that independent glory, but 
would certainly lose all her tranquillity, aU her prosperity, 
and even- that degree of lustre which she has, by the very free 
and very honourable coimexion she enjoys with a nation the 
most splendid and the most powerfol upon earth. Ireland, 
constitutionally, is independent ; politically, she never can be 
so. It Is a sringgle against nature. She must be protected, 
and there is no protection to be found for her, but either from 
France or Englaud. France, evep^ if (under any form she 
may^assume) she were disposed to give the same liberal and 
honourable protection to Ireland, has not the means, of either 
serving or hurting her, that are in the hands of Great Bri- 
tain. She might make Ireland (supposing that kind of inde- 
pendence ^could be maintained, which for a year I am certain 
it could not) a dreadful thorn in the side of this kingdom ; 
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but Ireland ironld dearly buy that utahgntmt and mflenitl 
tatUfactrau, by a dependence upon a power, ertber deapotic^ 
ai fonneriy, ortmarcnidljasatpreaent- eee, well enoo^ 
the kmd w liberty which the either eugcyi henel^ or It ■^1- 
ing to beatow on othert. This I say with reeird to the 
ecnemo of those who cadi tbemtelrea United Inthmen j that 
u to taT| of thoae who, without any regard to religion, dub all 
kinda of diacontenta together, in order to prodnee all khida 
of disordert. Bat to apeak to Gathdiea aa auch, it la plam 
that whaterar aoconty they er^Joy for thetr reliffum, aa well 
aa for the many aoUd adrantogea which, eren un^r the pro* 
Bent realiictioTia, they are entitled to, dopenda wholly upon 
their connexion with thia kingdom. France ii an enemy to 
oil religion , but eminently, and with a peculiar maligni^, 
an enamy to the CathoUo rdlmon. wbidi they mean, if they 
can, to extirpate throu^^ioat tM globe- It la aomcthin^per- 
Terse, and eren onnatunl, Ihr Catholics to bear eren the 
aound of a oottnoxioa with France , nnleai, nndor the coloor 
and pretext of a rehgiona deacnpbcm, tb^ ahould, aa aomo 
hare done m thia c ounlra , form tbemaeire* bto a snachioT* 
oni poUtieal faetion. Cathohea, as Uunga now atand, bare 
all tlM fplexidid abUitiei, and much of the Independent pro* 
petty, In parhaoent m tbmr CiTOur, and orwy Froteatant 
^ beiioTO with rery few oxceptiooa) who ia really a Chn»- 
tiao. Bhonld ther alienate th^ men from their canac, their 
choice IS amongat those, wbo, indeed, may bave ability, but 
not wisdom or temper in proportion , and whose rnr a^lty 
u not ^nal, either inatrongth orfixercbo, to that which they 
lose. Inoy will hare to choose men of oofpertito property, 
or of no pri m erty ; end men of no religious and no moral 
principle. Without a Froteatant connexion of some kind or 
other, they cannot go on i and here are the two aorta of de« 
scriptKma of Proteatanta between whom they hsTo an option 
to make In this ataco of ibinga, their aituation, I 
difficult and delicate. If the better part Uct by in a anUen 
aQence, tb^ atfll cannot binder the more Ikctioua part both 
from speaking and &om wfUmg , and the acntimenu of i6ofS 
wbo are aOent will be ^odged by the effuuona of the peopl^ 
wbo do not wish to conceal thoochta that the tober part of 
mankind will not approre. On tne other hand, if the better 
and more temperate part come forward to disclaim thr others 
they Inibrntly make a broach in Ihetr own party, of which a 
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malignant en*>my take advantage to crush them all. They 
vill praise the sober part, but thej" wnll grant them nothing 
they shall desire ; nay, they Avill make use of their suhmissiou 
ns a proof that sober men are perfectly satisfied in remaining 
prostrate under their oppressive hands. Tliese are dreadful 
dilemmas ; and they are such as ever will arise, when men in 
power arc possosscu with a crafty malignant disposition, with- 
out any real wisdom or enlarged policy. 

However, as, in every case of difiiculty, there is a better way 
of proceeding and a worse, and that some medium may bo 
found between .an abject and, for that reason, an impnident 
submission, and a contumacious, absurd resist-ance, — what I 
would humbly suggest is, that on occasion of the declama- 
tions in the newspaper, they should make, not an apology 
(for tl^at is dishonourable and dangerous), but a strong charge 
on their enemies for defamation *, disclaiming the tenets, 
practice.^, and designs impudently attributed to them, and 
asserting, in cool, modest, and determined language, their re- 
solution to assert the privileges to which, as good citizens 
and good subjects, they liold themselves entitled, without be- 
ing intimidated or wearied out by the opposition of the mo- 
nopolists of the kingdom. In this there will be nothing 
mean or sernle, or which can carry any appearance of the 
ciTccl of fear; but the contrary. At the same time, it will 
remove tlio prejudices which, on this side of the water ns well 
as on yours, are propagated against you with so much sys- 
icmntic pains. I think tire committee v.'ould do well to do 
Foincthinz of this kind in their omi name, 1 trust tho.so 


mc-n cf great ability in that committee, who incline to 
that t]:e Catholics ouiht to melt dov.m their cause 




encral ni.ass of uncertain discontents .and una'-cer- 
(mnef j rmc.pie-. vdli, I hope, for the sake of agreeing with 
I am sure, they lore and respect among their 
■r.. as well as tor the sake of the kingdo.m at 
_t' '.t saea (which I do not deny to be creati;. 
o tn" the Catholic body before the objC’ 
tamed, and turning the objects of tbeir^t^y 


the t 
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it htngc tm thu prrodple The nine polK^ caimot be good 
tar jou and jour eaemiee Bit Gooi^ fibee, who Im to good 
to bike thji, waitsj or I sboold nj" more oc tim pomt I 
thoold ny eomething too of the coUegw, I long much to 
hear how you go cm. I haT^bowerrer, nid too nrodL li 
Grattan, Irj whom I wlah the Cotholici to be wh^y adrmd, 
ttunka differently from me. I wnh the whole unnid. Yon 
eee, Lord FitnnUiam iticW nobly to hie text, and netth^ 
fibimdcmf hie eann or bu fbeode, tboo^ he bu few indeed 
to eapport ban. "Wben yon pray let me bear from yon. 
M^L Borke and myeelfl m tlu« loiwy and dieconaolafe bonee, 
nerer cmm to think of jmi aa we ought to do. I aend tome 
pnnte to I>ablin ; bat, at tout bouae la not ther^ I Teacrr e 
a memoml of my dear Bl^iard for your return. 

I am erer, my dear Sir, 

Faithful^ and affecticmatoly, 

Tour miaeraUe frmd, 

Fnu. Binucx. 


TO munm loxox*, zaq • 

Hr OCXS Six, Beoonjrfield, May 22ad, 1795 

It ia T«ty true that my bojineai with the Hoate of 
Lord* it OTcr for the preaent i • for they hare, or a rai^i of 
them, done tbelr own butmeta pretty handaomcly Foerunt. 
There it an end of that part of the constitatKm { nor can it 
be renred bat by meam that I tremble to think of. 

That bonneta, bowerer, waa not wbat hindered me from 
obeying your eommanda, and following my own incbcatlont, 
aboat oar excellent deoeaaed Ihcnd Sir Joahaa Bornoldt. 
Alaa 1 my deer ttr, all my btuinets u with tbe deceated { and 
m truth, except for a poor remnant of groat ammtl Amctlont, 
I am dead myvelf llowerer, 1 will do what I cam Tbe 
more 1 thoagbt apon that aabject the more ^IHScolty 
I fbend in it. Tbe Terr quabtiee which made the tooety 
of our late friend to pletuant to all who knew him, are 
the reiT thing* that noke it difficult to wnto bia bf^> 
or to draw hit character Ibe former part it peealiarfy 
difficult, aa It had little eonaeilon with great puhlfo create 
nor wat it dircmflcd with much charge of fortune or much 

* jB»t tbffi cBOfnl fas edittsf lk« veriu ef Sir M 

vhldi l»« pfvftiH « UtsKir 

* ABway to tit trial af Halt tap. 
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private adventrirej "hardly, indeed, any adventure at all. All 
that I could say of him I have said already in that short 
sketch Tvhich I printed after his death. This speaks as much 
as I could safely venture to speak of him as an artist, not 
having skill enough to enter into details on the subject. 
"What yon are to say of the character, merely aS the character 
of a man, must, to have any effect, consist rather of a few 
light marking touches than of a long discussion ; tmless it re- 
lates to some of those various and perplexed characters vrhich' 
require a long investigation to tmfold. If, without materials, 
one is to attempt an;^hing of length and elaborate, there is 
a great danger of grooving into affectation. I do not know 
whether you have the sketch I drew. It has marks of the 
haste and the emotion under which it was done. But I be- 
lieve YOU will find that a great deal more cannot be said. If, 
however (for different minds see things in different points of 
view), you should turn your thoughts that way, and sketch out 
anything, if I might presume to intrude myself into a work 
of yomrs, I would work upon that ground, and perhaps some- 
thing better could be done by such combination than singly. 

Lady Inchiquin* called here the other day; she is not 
anxious that the work should be published till the bemnning 
of winter. I certainly will turn my thoughts to it ; and if you 
could come to, this melancholy place, I should feel myself 
much honoured and very happy in seeing you. 

I have the honour to be, with most smcere respect and 
affection. 

My dear Sir, 

. Tour most obedient humble servant, 

Enit. Bueke. 

What a less is Clifden ! ^ — Compliments to Mrs. Metcalf. 


, TO nE. liATJEBKOB. 

Mt DBAS Lauebkob, Bath, July 28, 1796. 

I thank you for employing^ the short moment you 
were "able to snatch from being useful, in being kind and 
compassionate. Here I am in the last retreat of hunted in- 
firmity. I am indeed aua abois : but, as through the whole 
of a various and long life I have been more indebted than 

* * Niece of Sir Joshua' Reynolds, formerly Miss Palmer 

The residence of Lord Inchiquin, destroyed by fire. 
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tbiniful to Prondence, to I am uoir Bingnlarijr m bcntf 
dmniiaed, tB hitherto I aj^iear to be, io centlj ftotn life, 
Bent to follow thoee who m cottree ox^t to huTO foUoirtd 
me, wbom, I trust, I thwH jet, m sotoe inconceiTahle msnntf, 
»ee and tncnTi andby whamlBhullhe booh and known- But 
enough of this. *■ 

Howerer, as it n possible that my stay on this ildo of the 
grare may bo yet shorter than I compute it, let me now beg 
to call to your recollection the tolemn chsr^ and trust I 
gave you cm my departure from the pnbbo stege. I fancy I 
must make you the sole operator, m a work m which, eren 
if I wer e enabled to underbake it you must hare been crer 
the assistance on which alone I could rely Let not this 
cruel, daring, unexampled act of publJo corruption, guilt, and 
meanneta go down to a posterity, perhaps as carEdeas,u the 
present race, without its due animadTcrsion, which will be 
Dcsi found in its own acts and monomenbt. Let my endca* 
TOUTS to sore the nation from that shame and guQt be my 
monument j the only one 1 erer waQ hare. Lot erorTthiog 
1 hare done, aaid, or writfem he f or g o tten, but this. 1 have 
struggled with the great and the little on this pedst during 
the greater part of my aebre life) and I wuh, aher death, to 
hare my d«danee of the judgments of those who consider 
the dominion of the glenous empire girem W an mcempre- 
hemible dispensation of the Hirlne Proridenco into our 
hands, as nothing more than an oppoe t uni ty of gratifying, for 
the lowest of thw purposea, the lowest of their passions— 
and that for sudi poor reward and, for the most pari, indi- 
rect and silly brilN^ as indicate even more tho folly than the 
corruption of these infamous and contemptible wretehet. I 
bUme myaelf exceedingly for not haring emplored the last 
year m this work, and beg forciTencts of Qoa for such a 
neglect 1 had strength enough for it, If I had not wasted 
some of it in compromising grief with drowameif and for- 

E lfulness} and employing some of tho moments in which 1 
TO been roused to mtti^ exertion in feeble cudeaToura to 
rescue this dull and thoughtleaa people from tho punishineirts 
which their neglect and stupidity will bring upon them ^ 
their systematm iniquity anu opprcsiKJU But you ore ma<M 
to eontinua all that is good ol roo ; and to augment it with 
the Tsnous resourccf of a mind ftadllo in Tirtue»,snd eulUratcJ 
with erery tort of talent and of knowledge. Abore all make 
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, out tlie cruelty of tliis pretended acquittal, but in reality tbis 
barbarous and inbuman condemnation of wbole tribes and 
I nations, and of all tbe classes tbey contain. If ever Europe 
I recovers its civilization, tbat work will be useful. Eemember! 
Eememberl Eemember! 

\ It is not tbat I want y«u to sacrifice yourself bKndly and 
I unfmitfully, at tbis instant. But there will be a season for 
\ tbe appearance of sucb a record ; and it ought to be in store 
■ for that season. Get everything that Troward has, 

‘ . Your kindness will make you wish to bear more particu- 
j/ lars of me. To compare n^ state with that of tbe three 
■ • first d^s after my arrival, I feel on tbe whole less uneasi- 
! ness. But my flesh is wasted in a manner which in so short 
a time no one could imagine. My Hmbs look about to find 
the T^gs that cover them. My strength is declined in the 
full proportion ; and at my time of life new flesh is never 
supplied, and lost strength is never recovered. If God has 
anything to do for me here, here he wiU keep me. If not, 
I am tolerably resigned to His divine pleasure. I have not 
been yet more than a day in condition to drink the waters — 
but they seem rather to compose than to disorder my stomach. 
My iLlness has not suffered Mrs. Burke to profit as she ought 
of this situation. But she will bathe to-night. Give "Wood- 
ford a thousand kind remembrances. Please God, I shall 
write to him to-morrow. Adieu. 

Your ever true firiend, 

Eninno) Bueke. 


Mrs. Burke never forgets you, nor what remains of poor 
William. 


TO UE. LA-UBEECB. 

Priday night, 10 o’clock, 

Mt pEAE Laueekoe, 18th Kov. 1796. 

I have been out of sorts for several days' past, but 
have not been so much weakened by that circumstance as I 
might have feared. I do n’t desire ioug letters firom you, 

I confess, I wish a line now and then, I mean -g'^oms. 
literally, a line. The present state of things, b‘®re is, by 
in Ireland, ns well as abroad, seems to me army 

moment piore critical. In Ireland it is p^ien, utterly 
thrown off all sort of political managemen^^» ^ 
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ttanHol to ProndatiM, m X un now nngnlaily ic, m Ixnni 
daoiiiwod, u hitiierto I apjxwi to be, lo gentlj^ from hfe, ^ 
lent to follow thoie who m conne ot^t to hire foUiTirod 
me, whom, I tmst, I ihaU yet, m lome raconcemible minner, 
lee and knowj and by whom I ihifl be leen known. Bat 
enongh of thii. * 

Howeier, tutu poiaiblo that my itay on thli pula of the 
^re may be yet ihortar than I compote let me now btt 
to call to yonr recdloction the lokimn ohar^ and tnnt I 
gate yon on my departnre from the public itage. I fancy I 
moat make you the eola operator, m a work m which, eren 
if I were emibled to tmdertaie It, you muit bare bean erer 
the iKiitance on which akme I eonld rely Iiet not thu 
cruel, danng, unexampled act of pubbo oornlpUco, guilt, and 
meannesa go down to a poitmty^ perbape aa cande«a,aa the 
present race, wiihcnt ite doe tanmadTOmon, wbioh will be 
found m ita own acta and monniDenta. Let my Gidea* 
Toura to aare the nation from that ahame and gmlt be my 
monument , the only one I eTet wiQ hare. Let ercTything 
I here done, esid, or wnUan, be forgotten, bat thla. I hare 
atmg^ed with the great end the on this ^mt dnrmg 
the gniater part of my aetrre life, and I wiah, aner death, to 
haTe my dedanoe of the judgments of those who eonai^ 
the dommKm of the glorious empire glren by an meompr^ 
henaible dispenaatum of the Ihnne Prondenee into our 
banda, as nothing more than an oppartunitv of gratifymg, for 
the lowest of their purposes, the lowest of them 3ieasiona— 
end that for sndi poor rewaida anxl, for the moat part, indi> 
rect and ailly bribea, as ipdicata eren more the folly than the 
e offup tion of theta mfemoua and contemptible winches. I 
blame myself exoeodin^T for not hanug emplnred the lait 
year In tha work, and 6eg forprencss of Goa for inch a 
neglect. 1 had atrength enouah for it, if 1 had not waited 
some of it in oompromismg gnef with drowimea^ and for 
getfalnenj and employing some of the moments m which I 
hare been roused to.mecital exertion in feeble cndenTOura to 
rescue tbia dull and thonghtiesa people from tbe punuhmenta 
which thmr n^lect and stumdi^ will bn^ upon them for 
tbeir aT»t«nat& miguity ana oppreamon. But you are made 
to contmue all t^t is good of me ; and to augiyent it with 

tbe Ttnoxu resourcea of a unnd fertile m ▼irtuea,and cnltnated 

With orery sort of talent and of knowledge. Abcre all make 
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out tbe cruelty of tHs pretended acqmttal, but m re^ty this 
barbarous and inbuTuau condenmatioii of 'vrbole tnbes and 
nations, and of all tbe classes tbey contain. Xf ever Europe 
recovers its civilization, tbatvortTrill be useful. Eemember. 
Eemember! Eemember! _ -i • j 

It is not that I want you to sacrifice yourself blindly and 
unfruitfully, at this instant. But there will be a season for 
tbe appearance of sucb a record ; and it ought to be in store 
for that season. Get everything that Troward has. 

Your kindness will make you wish to hear more particu- 
lars of me. To compare my state with that of the three 
first days after my arrival, I feel on the whole less uneasi- 
ness. But my flesh is wasted in a manner which in so short 
a time no one could imagine. My limbs look about to find 
the '%ags that cover them. My strength is declined in the 
full proportion ; and at my time of life new flesh is never 
supplied, and lost strength is never recovered. If God has 
anything to do for me here, here he will keep me. If not, 
I am tolerably resigned to Bos divine pleasure. I have not 
been yet more than a day in condition to drink the waters — 
but they seem rather to compose than to disorder my stomach. 
!My illness has not suffered Sirs. Burke to profit as she ought 
of this situation. But she will bathe to-night. Give Wood- 
ford a thousand kind remembrances. Please God, I shall 
write to him to-morrow. Adieu. 

Your ever true fiiend, 

EninrND Bueke. 

Mrs. Burke never forgets you, nor what remains of poor 
William. 


TO DE. IiAtTEEirCE. 

^ Priday night, 10 o’clock, 

Mt nEAE Laurence, 18th Nov. 1796. 

1 have been out of sorts for several days' past, but 
have not been so much weakened by that circumstance as I 
might have feared. I do n’t desire ^ong letters from you, 

I confess, I wish a line now and then, I meatuigdoms. 
jilerailv, a It7}c. The present state of things, here is, bv 
in Ireland, as well as abroad, seems to me ^ofanarmv 
moment pioro critical. In Ireland it is men, utterly 
thrown off all sort of political managemen.iy, or to tbe 
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eomemtion of whAt I ihall «rer think u znocb for Hi beisg 
fti Bclf-defanw ittdlt, I mean the lafety and liber^ of ELrope. 
The very idee of octiTo defenoe, the (^y rare dmence, vrhfch 
cfiniuti m ofTeneiTe operehoni Bganut your enemy, Beemi 
vrholly to be abandonea , 

1 it iriU be eaid that then corps do not brin^ upon 
the nation the bnrtheu of half pay. Tlii jb true but m pert, 
end in my opinion, if war ehould contmne, it will become 
lea and lau of on ob^L At any rate it wiQ be found oi 
economy a very poor reaouroe to make out fucdi a nring by 
the bmitation oi effect and aemce. 

1 do not mean to say that such little aids to tbe police ai 
by on oecaiione] uae of a yeoman oaralry, which if m the 
natnre hlamchauf^ is mnoh to be condemned. If tbe aer- 
vice IB not much, the charge ts not mmona, and our riflitaiy 
arm ib not crippled. In my opinion, the expense of these 
arrangements would ffimiao aach a tnbcidy to Bosda, u 
would enable that power to act with inch a body of troopf 
against the common enemy, aa to do more for our real w 
fence than from any borne axrangemesta that we can iaahfl> 
I hare said enough upon this icbjeet, though by no mreo* 
aQ that IB in my mmd; but if you agree with me m pnnaplat 
your own thoughts will more than supply my omuBions. 

1 hare ruffa^ gwt uneaameaf £rm another fcbezoa, the 
tendency of which eridently u (though I am of opinion 
nothing less is intended) totally to di^nst the people with 
the contmuance of this war — 1 mean th^ part of the people 
upon wboee soundnau anil tmmi the very being of ciTil 
■odety at this tune depends, that is, that of the people 
who live with a de g ree of decency upon an income not likpy 
to improTC. They are the part m tne community which are 
natur^y ettadied to stabiL^ and to the reeirtance of mnors* 
tioo, but are not qoahfled to afford pecnnoiry i^soorccs to 
the State They may serre to furnish a contingent m the 
way of taxea which is to be snppliad as their income accrues, 
•or as their economy fii ds supply, but they haro no^hosid*, 
and if you yiply to them for a forced loan, you dnre them 
into the toiU of the nsurers, who will diable them from 
paying what they are already chaiged to the support of 
Btate, Boro it were better to borrow diroc^y at a iaffl 
iaterett, that is, at the mlerest of the pnbhc DflcessJieSj’Sw 



UTTEBS. 


497 


to lay upon those men their share of it, than to tale this 
perplexed circuitous course, which, in the end, will weaEcn 
public credit by destroying most of the private credit of the 
kingdom. 

I was going further, when my friendly amanuensis re- 
minded me that it is near 10 o’clock. I am afraid I have 
tired you, though I tire myself somewhat less by dictating a 
sheet than by writing twenty lines ; however, one is more 
wordy when one dictates. I intended, if I had time, to tell you 
that Keogh is come to London, and to wish to have yours and 
Lord Eitz william’s, as well as Mr. "Windham’s, thoughts upon 
the subject of his journey, when I know better of what 
natare it may be. He shows a very great desire of seeing 
me and conversing with me upon the subject of Ireland. I 
have ^ught it off by giting him very true reasons, that is to 
say, my feeble state of health, and the contempt that is enter- 
tained for my opinions, especially in what relates to Ireland. 
— He tells me he has not been with any minister. He is a 
man that on the whole I think ought not to be slighted, 
though he is but too much disposed to Jacobin principles 
'and connexions in his own nature, and is a Cathohc only in 
name — not but that whole body, contrary to its nature, has 
been driven by art and policy into Jacobiaism, in order to 
form a pretext to multiply the jobs and to increase the power 
of that foolish and profligate junto to which Ireland is de- 
livered over as a farm. I shall let you know further about 
Keogh when I hear from him ; and I shall send to Lord 
Eitzrwflliam’his letters to me, as well as a copy of my answer 
to him. I shall send you another copy. Good night. 

Tours ever, 

Edmuhd Buhke- 


, rO DE. nArEEECE. 

Mt dzae La-Ueekce, Eeaconsfield, 2Gth 3700 

I have heard at last from Jlr. Keogh : hy hw letter, 
^thi^ I enclose, you see the cause of his delay« 
offended, but he says not one word of Tone h)s y.ecre dry, n) 
probably reserves an explanation of this for 
As it will be of much more importance that you f. ioi 

• VOL. Tjt*. 2 K 
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idiat b« liai to or, thfui tint I should, I think to write to 
bun br thu nigbiVi poet to eaS upon ron, or if hl> hetltb 


ibouJd not pennit it, tb»t jou would call upon him at your 
lint time oi lebrare. X intend to tell Ihtti, that weak as 1 
am I khali aee him if be pleaMa.-»Not a word, fiom Iiord 
X^tiwilliam, which I am ntbea* lurpnaed at, knowing that in 
ffoneral beia pxmetoal, and that these a2airs are re^ near hu 
heart.— '“What yon say aboot the pope la Tery striking, hut 


he and bia Troy will be burned to aabee. and I aakare ollgood 
Proteetanta whaterer they may think of it, the thread 


of their Me u eloae twitted mto that of their great enemT 
It IS perfectly ndicalooi, in the midst of our melinoWy 
aituaticm, to tee ui forawearing tha same pope lostOy in 
ererr part of these dommiona, and malring abeblutewar upon 
him in Ireland at the haiard of erorything that is dea^to na, 
whilst tha enemy, from whom we hare moat to fear, la doing 
tha aame thing with more effect and lest haiard to them* 
telret, Par we are cutting our own threats in order to be 
rerenged of this said old pope. It la Tery smgglnr, that the 
powervhich meoaeea the worid should piodueemusiioother 
marki of tarror than by a dinl^ of meanneaa, end that this 
poor old bugbear, who fingbaaos nobody else, and who is of* 
mghtad by OTerytHjdy and errerythmg, a to us the great object 
of teTrar,ofprocaufaoii,aadaf tigorous attack-— You remem* 
ber the fable of tbe EEar© and Progs. On this point, I 
Terilj begin to bdiem that Mr Pitt u stark mad j bat that 
he tain the ooid fit of tlnaphrenebo fcrer X agree with you, 
and it was long the optmon of our dear departed fhend, that 
Mr Pitt, keeping an underhand and direct mfloence in Ire* 
land to screen hnnsclf from all respoimbfiiW, doe* resolTO on 
the actual dissolution of the empu« ; and MTing settled for 
him self, as he thinks, a faction there, pats ererything mto 
the hands of that &ction, and leeres tee monarchy and the 
snperinteudency of Great Britain to shift for thenfselres as 

they tuay 

Mra. Burke passed a bod day yesterday, with much 
hilioui Tomitmg and a head>acbe, hut tbe latter is gonb an a 
abe has had arery mnet night, though not much sl^j 
thou^ not OT> u light and easy —As to myselt I hare 
four fits in the mght, and senffal jettorday. Between the 
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fits, botla in tlio afternoon and at night, I had rest enough. — ■ 
X send you this by the coach, and am affectionately 

Yours, 

Edjiukd Burke. 


TO DR. LA.UREKCE. 

Beaconsficld, 'Wednesday l\loming, 11 o’cloelr, 
M.r DEAR Laurekce, Nov., 179G. 

I have had a bad night, and am very faint and feeblo. 
I do not know where the abstract you mention is in the clmos 
of m)” paper.s, but if I get a little stronger this day I shall 
look for it ; but I send you the printed papers, which Nagle 
has just found. You know that the far greater and the most 
oppresjlvc part of those laws has been repealed. The only 
remaining grievance which tho Catholics suffer from the Jaio 
consists in certain incapacities relative to frajicJiiscs. The 
ill-will of the governing powers is their great grievance, who 
do not sutler them to have the benefit of those capacities to 
which they are restored, nominally, by tho law. The fran- 
chises which they desire are to remove the stigma from them 
which is not branded on any description whatever of dis- 
senters in Ireland, who take no test and are subject to no 
incapacity' ; though they [arc] of the old long-established re- 
ligion of the country, and who cannot be accused of perverse- 
ness or any factious purpose in their opinions, since they re- 
main only where they have always been, and are the far greater 
majority of the inhabitants. They give ns good proofs of 
their loyalty and affection to Government at least as any 
other people. Tests have been contrived for them to purge 
them from any suspicious political principles, supposed to 
have some connexion with their religion. These tests they 
take; whgreas the persons called Protestants, which Pro- 
testantism, as things 'stand, is no description of a religion at 
all, or of any principle, religious, moral, or political, but is a 
mere ijegation, take no tests at all. i6o that here is a perse- 
cution, as far as it goes, of the only people in Ireland who 
make any positive profession of the Christian faith ; for even, 
the clergy of the established church do not sign the thirty 
nine articles. The heavy load that lies upon them is, that 
they are treated like enemies, and as long as they are under 
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any mca p a d tua, thinr peraeciitorf are fartdfllied withakgal 
pretaac© ofacoarging them npon all occafxcm*, and theynefer 
fail to mate nee of it. If Uu* ttiffma were taken nnd 
that, like them other feUow-citiMiia, 3iey were to be judged by 
tbefcr conduct, it would go a greet way m giniiji omei to the 


their conduct, it would go a great way m giniig qmei to the 
country The feor that if they had capamtaet to nt m perlia- 
ment they might become the majority and peraecute m their 
turn, la a moat impudent and flemtiou pretence, which thoee 
who make uae of it know to be fum. Biey could not at tha 
day pet tkrte member* out of the tkree \mdrtdj and nem 
can have the leaat probability from oiroumitance* of becom- 
ing the tenth part of the representatirBa, even though the 
boroughe made m the time of Jamca L for the deatruotKm 
of the then natural intereata of the country ehould be 
formed upon any plan which has aa yet becm prDpo*ed,OecBUBe 


the natural intereata have been varied and the property 
ohanped einco the time of King James L At prrsect the 
duel oppreaeioii oonaifta m the abuse which is made by the 


uowen exeenbre goremment, which mty more edeetually 
naraas an obnozioua people than eren adrerse law* tbom< 


selrea. I do not know whether yon are appnsed of all the 
nrooeedingi m the county of Amagh, parttcularlr of the 
^* ga gree that hare been perpetrated on the Catnolie in* 
nsbitaati of that county, witn no punishment and har^y any 
discountenance of Goremment. AH this, howerer, is a mat* 
tdr of very nice handling in a Brihib pornament, on account 
of tne j\dous independence of that county Neither tiie court 
nor the oppodtaon party I am afraid would rel'sh it, especi- 
ally as they pretena or may pretend that the t # a to 
become a matter of their own m^mry I bare written my 
mind fhTly upon thia aulrjeot to Lord hltrwilliamjbut I hare 
bad yet no answer, nor, indeed, hardly could. The Jacobin 
opposition take this up to prooiote sewhon in Ireland; and 
the Jacobin mimatry will make use of it to countenance 
tyranny in the aaroe place. 

As to George tiid Lord Malmibnry, the Jupifer and 
hii iTepcnry, I do n’t care whether they are in the douds or 
la the dung j but one thing I see very dearly, that nothlM 
above or bdow will prerent the minister* from going through 
their dirty wort tVhat bat been written at ,wuinsntcir 
obserration has had no answer, but it makes no JmpressiDn, 


their dirty work. 
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unless ferlmps to confirm eoine people in tlio obstinacy of 
(heir meannesp. Do yon know (hat. I^lr. Crewe baa wrote 
that the * * * * perfectly approves everything in the Pam- 
phlet, and yet he lias clone cverytlntig or concurred in every- 
thing in diamctrieal oppo.sition to liis principles. ]Ie will do 
so, in everything that can be proposed of the same nature. 
^Vliat think you of their finding no one but General Luttrcll 
to whom the safety of Ireland could ho committed at this 
crisis. All this must have passed through the Duke of Port- 
land, who thinks one way, and who acts or is acted u])on in 
the direct contrary w.ay. 1 am very sick of all (l)ese thinga. 
As yoa know Ivcogli, I think there is no (tbjection to your 
seeing him, if you can contrive it. J do not know how you 
np])rove my answer to him, hut I am sure he docs not, by 
mnkiufjno sort of rej)ly to me. 

You will acTile to j^fr. ^Yildc, and let him know that I 
liavc been ver}* ill from time to time, and that you have in- 
formed me of his inquiry, and that I am much obliged to him 
for his solicitude about me. The terms prescribed by the 
thieves of the Directory to the pope arc what might he ex- 
pected. De- cannot help it, being intrinsically weak in him- 
self, and we have refused to put him in a better condition, 
for fear of the statute of Premuiiire ; and our fleet luis 
thought proper to fly out of the jMediterrauean, and to eva- 
cuate all the strongholds we had in that part of the world. 
I think [we make] a more * * * figure than the pope. In 
proportion to the strength of body whicli is enervated by 
meanness of spirit — “ Oh, impotence of mind in body strong.” 
— Tlie parcel waits — God bless you. 

If you can [get] BoUinghrooke’s Abridgement of the Irish 
Statutes, which is extremely well done, you wiU see the ma- 
terials upon which I went in the abstract of the old Popery 
Laws, whjch I gave to the Duke of Portland on his going 

Lord L to Ireland. My poor Diehard had a complete 

copy, which he put into the hands of the committee, with 
such. q).terations and additions as th»y thought proper. 

Adieu. — ^]\IrB. Burke has had a had night, as well as my- 
self. Doctor Brocklesby has been here and is gone. Paro- 
chial news we have none. 

Toiirs ever, 


Eniroio) Bubke. 
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TO 2tt. hxmsca 

Mr urui Latoehoe, I>e©. 0, 1708. 

Tbe Badget daj ms % Butter of greot ipdoobtion, 
Pitt ratber leas insoWt — ^Fox m ftaimu u I expected. 
0reT baa come forward aod taken a tort of leed — SWideo 
heai, I ennpoee, a corp# ^ reacTre. TeD me m tlireo linoe 
jonr remarn smb the general temper of the Honae <m that 
night end on mie. A. fine bnsmeea tHs of La Fejette. 
Good God ! among all the Impritanmenta, conflacatioQt, 
ZDurden, and ezilee, to find no one object for a Bntuh 
Honte of Commons to take np but CHtuen de la Fijette. 
I see Fox propoeea the repeal of the two Anti* Jaoobm Acts 
~Wlut do you think of making ycmr debht upon them? 
lartd IltiwiUisin ooncmred in them. Unless pertipe you 
think thst that groond is a little worn out. 1 think the 
taiea cm the wh^e, if Hkely to be produotire, are nneieep- 
tunuble— ~The boase>tax u the wont. IVhy did not Fitt 
tax the lower teas ? — a smaJ] dutr would i>ot bare been felt, 
and surely tca^dnnkinA tboogb jt would be nSe to restrain 
h, is not an object or direct emeonjigeneoi amcm^ the 
lower orden of the people. Goodnight. My [paisi] bare 
raged all yeatordar, all last night, ana a great part of this 
day with tenibld iorr, but a romituu came on me, and I am 
a good deal easier this crenuig Once more adieu. Mrs. 
Bine’s affectionate complnnenta. 1 wrote to you by the 
ooaoh yesterday 

Yonrs eTor, 

Eninnn) Bnaxi: 


TO PB. lUBKiaOB. 

Mt dhab liAnaryca, Bath, Feb 10th, 1707. 

I bar© been Tpry weak for some days pa^ and eo 

g ddy that I am hardly able to walk tcroti the room. At 
e first coming on of l?ns bad symptom I was n6t ahlo to 
do so mneh — eo that I am not without hopes that it may go 
of^ though, take me on the whole, I am without all cojnpa- 
nson worse than when I come hither, but yet the Tktlent 
flatna's htiTe not been quite so tronblesome to yie smee the 
complaint in my head is come on. Tbey bare taken tbs 



LETTEE8.- 


town, and are now attacking tke citadel — ^But enougl 
thio. The affair of Mrs. Hastings has something in it 1 
might move a third Cato to a horse-laugh, though themes 
I am afraid, by which she and her paramour have made i 
and all the sums which they have got by their cwn ( 
honesty, or lost by the dishonesty of others or the confus 
of the times, [might cause] the laughing Democritus to W 
as much as bis opponent : but let whoever laugh or w( 
nothing plaintive ^vill make Mr. Pitt or Mr. Dun das bl 
for having rewarded the criminal whom they prosecul 
and sent me and nineteen ‘members of parliament to prc 
cute, fot every mode of peculation and oppression, mtl 
greater sum of money than ever yet was paid to any ( 
British subject, except the Duke of Marlbro’, for the m 
acknowledged public services, and not to him if you ti 
Blemieim, which was an expense and not a charge, out 
the account. All this and ten times more will not hin^ 
them from adding the peerage, to make up the insufficiei 
of his pecuniary rewards. My illness, ^which came the m( 
heavdy and suddenly upon me by this flagitious act, whils 
was preparing a representation upon it, has hindered me, 
you know, from doing justice to that act, to Mr. Hastin 
to myself, to the House of Lords, to the House of Commo 
and to the unhappy people of India, on that subject. It 1 
made me leave the letters that I was writing to my Lc 
Chancellor and Mr. Dundas, as well as my petition to 1 
House of Commons, unfinished. But you remember, lil 
wise, that when I came hither at the beginning of last au 
mer, I repeated to you that dying request which I now ] 
iterate, that if at any time, without too danger of ruin 
yourself, or over-distrocting you from your professional a 
parliamentary duties, you can place in a short point of vie 
and support by the documents in print and writing whi 
exist \^th me, or with Mr. Troward, or yourself, the genei 
merits of this transaction, you will erect a cenotaph me 
grateful to my shade, and will clear my memory from tb 
load which the East India CompSny, King, Lords, and Coi 
mons, and in a manner the whole British nation (Q-od fc 
give, them), have been pleased to lay as a monument up^ 
my ashes. I am as conscious as any person can_ be of t 
. little vafue of the good or evil opinion of m ankin d to t 
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part ofmd that kbaUrcEmsmylnitlbelleTe it u of terms moment 
not to IttTB the ikme of an enl example, of the eoqieiidiltire 
of fonrteoi jean’ labour, and of not 1 m (taking the expente 
of the foit, end the coete paid to Mr Heitmgi, and the ra> 
hamentarj charge*) than near £S0O,00O, Th^■ u e ten^le 
example, and it u not aoqmttsnce at all to a puhbo man, 
'who, with all the meana of undeceiTing hunielf if he wai 
■wrong; haa thna with inch incredible pama, both of hjmvlf 
and othen, pereerered tn the peraecntioii of innocence 
and ment. It la, I aaj, no excoae at all to nrpe in bta 
apology, that he haa had entbnaiaitio ^ood intentiona. In 
reahtj, jon know that 1 am no enthniiaat, bnt raccordmgj 
to the powen that Qod haa giren me, a lober and reflecting 
man, X hare not eren the other rarj bad exoaie, of acting 
from pervonal resentment, or from the tenae of pijrate 
injury — nerer hanng receiTed anji nor am I plead ignor- 
anoo, no man erer hanng taken more pains to m infomed 
Tbet^ore I ear, 

Padiament {• ihortlj to l e aum e the brohen thread of its 
h nrinw— if what it u domg dflurrea that name 1 feel the 
tame anxletj for your aueoecs aa if what has been tbe be«t 
pert of me waa m your place, and engaged as he woold hare 
Seen in ^e tame work, and 1 pr^aume to take tbe tame 
liberty with you that I would hare done with him. Tho 
plan you hare fonned, like all the plana of tneh comprehen- 
etre minda as yoartj it TUt, but it will require all the aloll 
of a mind as jodictoas and adecting as yoors to bring it 
Within the compass of the apprehensions and difpo^ions of 
thoee upon whom it is to operate There would be difficulty 
m ffmng to it its juit extent in the rery opening, if you 
could count eren upon oue person able aiid willmg to sop* 
you, bnt os you wfli be attacked by one tide of the 
House with all its force, reluctantly heard and totallr 
abandoned by the other, if you are permitted any rdply at 
aB, a thmg which ond^ tunilar circumstances has been 
refused to m^it will not ^ beard by the exhausted attfu- 
tion of that House, which is hardly to be kept alire, cieept 
to what ooneems tbe factious mtorests of the two disconlsot 
ehfaft, who with diffirrent persoosi riewa, hat on the tarn* 
poUti^ pnnciplet, dtnde end distract tbe nation. Hut all 
this I miist leare io your Judgment, which, with le^ parim* * 
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mentnTy experience, hns infinitely more nnriiral power than 
mine ever lind, when it. was at the best. This only J shall 
heg leave to suggest, that if it should he impossible (ns per- 
haps it may he) to bring your opening speech witliin any 
narrow compass, euch as two hours or thereabouts, that you 
will maho your reply ns sharp, and pointed at the jmrsonal 
nttachs that I am sure will be made tipon you, ns you can ; 
and that you will content yourself with reasserting the sub- 
Eluncc of the facts, declaring your readiness to enter into 
them if ever you arc furnished with the means. I have no 
doubt that in the course of the debate, or in this ses-sion, 
you wll find opportunities to bring forth what your di.scre- 
tion may reserve on the present occasion for a future one, 
when you may he at more liberty. Though I am sensible 
enough of the difficulty of finding a ]>lacc ni debate for any 
of those who arc not arranged in the lino of battle, abreast 
or ahead, in support of the ouc or the other of the great ad- 
mirals. ]My dear friend, you will have the goodness to ex- 
cuse the interposition of an exhausted and sickly judgment 
like mine, at its best infirm, with a mind like yours, the 
most robust that ever was made, and in the vigour of its 
faculties; but allowance is made for the anxious solicit lulo 
of those whom sex, age, or debility exclude from a share in 
those combats in which they take a deep concern. 

Tours ever, 

Eomitnt) Burkh. 

12L]i February. ' 

P. S, TCy health continues ns it was when I began tbi.s 
letter. — I have read Erskine’s pamphlet, which is better 
done than I expected to find it. But it is little more than 
a digest of the old matter, and a proposal to remove all our 
evils by a universal popular representation at home, by 
giving Ip France at once all that we have thought pro])er to 
offer, on supposition of concession, and all that she has chosen 
to demand without any regard to our concession, togetlier uoth 
a cc^rdial connexion with her anft a total alienation from 
other powers, as a pledge of future peace. This, together 
with bringing Mr. Fox into power, forma the whole of the 
pamphlet. This would certainly make short work of the 
treaty. — llJiis pamphlet does not make your motion the less 
hecessary, and without a reference to it you may keep it in 
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yoar eT®«— Mr*, fioija, thutk God, U better of bar ecddi 
Bbe BBintet you. 

Bhxk Bib, 

I bare fupproued newipapei* — He buoire notbln^ 
of tbii dingreeablfi bagbien j buc 1 un in hopes, firom Dr. 
King’s letter to me, tbat m injunction will be Via early to- 
morrow, to prevent the lal^ tnd that you all will tmme 
sucb rigoToni metLSurei against Swift and Owen, as tte law 
will enable yo u to d o. i bad a letter ^ tbo coach, inform- 
ing me of it. Win. you bee of Doctor "KTrig to write to Mr. 
Burke to-momiw, tnd tell turn wbat he has done in Biring- 
ton's business. 

rouT* truly, 

£. T^xqls 


TO DB. UlUBXBCO. 

blT DBSB Ia.UBZB 0 E, Marth 16th, 1707. 

It is Terr unlucky that the reputatioti, of a speaker fa 
the Hooae of uommons depends far less on what be says 
there, than on the account of it in the newspapers. Tour 
speeeaca, wboh are made late in the night, soppoeiDg no 
play (which howerer I suspeet), are token by the jouf' 
nejmen note-fuaken, and when there u not room for them 
in the psper, eran If they were able to foDow you. In the 
late instance, h o we v er, tlV was nnaToidcble. linco you spoke 
to Tindicate the reputation of your friend, which no eonoider- 
ation of prudence with repard to yourself could prernU on 

C to omit. As you stated fit} in yocr letter, it must hare 
very napr e s i ir e , and a* hoDourthle to your abilities as 
it was to the goodness of your heart. As to Mr. Fox's 
speeches, he teemed to hare laid faside] hia abilities aknig 
with all decent, LbenJity, and Ihnmcoj and plaee^ hhntoti 
in the rank of the Adoir^ the Bastards, and those gentle- 
men whose cause be sopported, and to whose undmtsnd- 
ings, “ by on ext r a ordincay olacn^ in tonldug," he chq^ to 
ierel himself What bo said of me was notfiing more than 
bis old song, frequently song, though with a Kttlo more 
Hberality in my own presence, and always responded to 
without a poMibili^ of reply. The major part hb topics 
have been answered by mo in print, and the pablio nof' 
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judge between us ; but there is one fact, which, as it passed 
fifteen years ago, most people may not so well remember ; 
though that, too, I discussed with him in the House of Com- 
mons without a reply, or the possibility of his making any. 
He has the impudence to say that the reduction of places 
that I made was not sufficient, and that more would have 
been made in Lord Enckmgham’s and his administration, if 
time had been given to them for that pimpose. Both are ab- 
solutely false; — in the first jfiace, any lessening of the re- 
duction proposed in my original plan and that which appear- 
ed in the Act was not of my doing, but of his own and the 
cabinet to which he belonged ; and I was no way consulted 
about it, though I certainly acquiesced in it, and, on the 
whole, thought it sufficient. In the next place, I do solemn- 
ly declare that 1 never heard him, nor anybody else of that 
cabinet, propose any reduction of offices, but of the two, 
were of opinion that the matter had been carried too far, rather 
than that it had fallen short of their mark. They must have 
thought that it did not fall short, because they knew very well 
that they never could have had an opportunity so favourable 
for reduction as during the dependence of that bill, and in 
the flood-tide of its populariify. Mr. Fox now thinks that 
neither this, nor the Pay Office Bill, nor the Contractors’ 
Bill, which, though moved by another, was left wholly to my 
man^emeut, as it was originally schemed by myself, nor of 
Mr, Dowdeswel’s and my plan, to his and our honour adopt- 
ed by Mr. Crewe, were of the least significance in lessening 
the influence of the Crown in that House, and in the other, 
or in the Scotch election for peers by the abrogation of the 
Scotch Lords of Police. I know he told me, and that to the 
best of my recollection in the presence of others, that the 
Acts which he now finds to be so very frivolous w6re the 
meanij of turning out Lord Lansdowne, and that he had lost 
his question in the same number of votes as the places that 
had been suppressed. As to those that had been retained, he 
perfectly agreed mth me both iti the policy and the Justice 
of retaining them, considering them, as I did, as right in 
themselves ; and with regard to the holders in possession or 
reversion, as property, to all intents and purposes. _ I cannot 
say exae^ily in what form Mr. Bose put the recriminatory 
charge which he made on Mr. Pox with regard to the places 
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of that kind wiucli Mr For had held and (Eipoaed ot Mr 
Fox’b reply aeetoB to indicate that he -wu charffed with 
squandering away their mcome and Tahie. If ao, hia reply 
■waa proper, becaiue the charge waa nnpatliajnentaiT, and 
not a± all to the pnrpoeo m argument. But if it wu urged, 
aa it ought to ha^ been, that Mr Fox had himaelf coniBer- 
ed ihoae placet hia proper^, aa an arjfuinent ad hfimyri iTm, it 
•would hare been concluaire agamat him. For if ho aold t^t 
aa property which wia not auoh, by hii own admmton he 
waa guilty of a fraud. But it were an endleaa taak to go 
through all the nonaente and ribaldry which he ehoae to rent 
upon that oocasicm Aa to faia arguing for a change of hia 
opiniona from the greater burthena which now ftmat on the 
public, ’t la perfectly abaurd — Pint, becanae nyuatico la 
not Im nqjujituw, tnoogh it may admit aome poUiaiion 
on account of the noceantiea of tboee Triio are guilty of 
it{ and neizt, becauae tbote remnants of mnnanta of aar 
mga, whidi Mr 'Windham baa ao juitly ndieiiJed, become 
more and more oontemptible accoraing to their difpropcr« 
tion to the weight of the charge whieh they are brought to 
oounterp oia e. He haa naed another argoment which Metui 
to hare more wei^t, which la, that it moy bo neceaaary for 
TTTwintBTnmp the (moraeter and credit of the oppoaibon { but 
at a miaeraDly low ebb la that dmracter end credit which ia 
obliged to hare v e couiae to auch frauds and impoftnres. Mr 
Pitt WM rery wrong in ginng to them tbe eountenanco he 
had gtren, and wbic^ after the able apceeh be bad made, wai 
no proper concluaum to be drawn from bis argiunenta. Mr 
WindbairL in my opinion, even from -what 1 leo in the paper*, 
cerer made a more able and eloquent apcech. I particularly 
admire the manly tone of acorn with which he treated the 
mieerablo impoature of the motion, I thank him heartily 
for hii apecco, and aubtcnbe an unfeigned assent aii^ coo* 
Bent to all the articles of hii creed, Ifor^ttotayawordabout 
feet, which it teems is one of the artidei of charge against 
Mr Windh^'a oiBce "W^ietber they be eiorbitant or ¥Ot 
is more than I can judge, but that they arc profitable to tbe 
officer a no oli^ectian, prondcd they are not onerous to the 
public, or oppretme to those that pey them, Ihu was so 
much my pnnople upon tho reform, that I caitjfuUy re* ^ 
•erred the leea to the Pay Office ; but In tho progiw of tbs * 
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bill I wa*! nliJobilolr forcod by the frntula of Colonel Bnrr^. 
nctinn on the principles of Lord Shclhnrn, wlio nttribulcd 
every s^orl of pnbllc evil to fees, in n fonioiis rpccch of his, 
nnd hy the tinpnmUeletl trearhory of our own party ] waa 
heat out of iny plan, and compelled, whether 1 would or not, 
to bring from that abolition a charge of .CtiUDU a y<'nr, or 
rather more, upon the public, for the olRcial expense^ which 
before had cost nothitJg, except for the Paymnater’a palary 
and pomc other enlnricp, winch latter were insigtiilicant. 
AYhclher tlie onieo has been impaired in its diligence nnd its 
spirit of accommodation from tlmt time la more limn I can 
positively say, but 1 believe that it has. 1 am sorry to have 
troubled you so much on these matters, but as tliev relate 
to facts which may not bo so generally known. I wish you 
nol^lo throw .away this letter. I have no ohjcction to your 
showing it to anybody, hut do not desire it to be shown to 
any one but Lord Fit/.william nnd Mr. Windlunn, As to 
, you, “ Maetc csto virtule tua” — do n’t be discouraged from 
taking the independent line, which makes you vote with dif- 
ferent men, but always upon the same principle, nnd not like 
these vile and most abject wretches who compose tho armed 
neutr.ality ; who, if they were not the most contemptible of 
the human race, would be the most odious. Tlmnlt God, you 
have but one political friendship to attend to, nnd in that 
you will never find an}' clashing with p\iblic princijdo. — As 
you are still solicitous about my bcnltb, 1 am to tell you that 
to-day has been one of my best days ; nnd though I can’t 
walk without an arm, I have moved about a good deal, at 
least a good deal for me. Plesk as before. Adieu. 

Tours ever, E. B. 

P. S. "Will the gentlemen do anything in my affair with 
Owen — or have they given it up ? If they have given it up, 
why is it so ? 


TO DB. BA-TIBEKOE. 

• * Bath, 11th April, 1797, 

Mt deab LA.TJBEircrE, 6 o’clock. 

This terrible war ou the continent has come to a crisis. 
Whether our pacific war is come to its terrible crisis is a 
, - matter ftf great doubt ; hut unless God interposes in some 
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Kignal wiy, it muit torndnate m a peace wliich, like 
has a thouaand barkiiij; rntmiten ta a thoiuaiid van m da 
vomb Gt)d preearre o» from aodi peace an<1 gaoh varfc 
Ai for Windham u perfectij m the ngbt to be go* 

vemed by mrcTumtancea j but a* for yon, vbo act vHh no 
party and are m no ofBce, yoor own hononr and yuur per* 
•onal reputation are the sole circmuBtancea by whton yon are 
to be gmded. — Therefore profit of the firrt opening If the 
omperor’g defection la aolaly owi^ to the bad etata of hn 
own afiairi, than which nothmg I admit can appear a oree, 
we hare much to lament and nothin g to blame i but if the 
apmt of the debatea m the Bnghsh parliament hare tended 
to bnng on dewpair. or if our want of a lupply to hu neceni* 
bea haa cnupled hn armamenta> then we hare at once to 
lament and w blame, lloworer, there ia the hand of ^od 
in thu bnnneea, and there la an end of the eyitem of Earope, 
takmg in lawa, mannen, religion, and pohbca, m which I ^ 
lightw fo mach. Jly poor eon waa cwled offTn tmio — "no 
quid tale nderet." 

I 'tmderftand that spoke handaomelr of me, for which 
I thftnfc h{fn , and do yoQ ao too, throogh youraelf or any 
mediam you can find. to T^dham, ne nerer fail*, bet 
of thifl there la not a word} by oar peper I ihonld hate 
thought he hod not ipokeni but it la no matter — aH our 
plans are defeated by the setUnnent which the peace will 
make of the Frendi ayatesn m the ‘West Indies, ilr Hud- 
dlestone^a letter ia tery obligmm but I really wlih bhn to 
keep all his amtiments coocealtm until he can into the 
direction. Tell hvm that this is my opinion, and (hat then 
perhaps ho may eteal aome litUo good i for we, who had for 
feruTtcai yean itmggled to do more, hare been mncrahly de- 
feated, If not with our own. yet with the national dugraoo. 

I wrote to Mr Trowarn, and wonder you boro not seen 
him Ton had better call on bun, as he liei directly ih yonr 
way Pray let mo hear from you as often as you cam, thou^ 
it were but by a line. Toiir oommg hither must be rery^ 
eonTeuient to yon, and where la the me of your seeing mo in 
the body of tto death. In tmtk 1 snffer tcit htUo pain, 
but I gain no strength at all. If X find any did'erence, it is 
that my little strength deehnea. Adieu. God bless you* 
Yonn erer,^ B. 
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TO DE. IiAUEENOB. 

Mt deae LATraEKOE, Bath, 12tTi Mny, 1797. 

The times are so deplorable, that I do Bot knb'W how 
to write about them. Indeed I cau hardly bear to think of 
them. In the selection of these mischiefs, those which have 
tlie most recently oppressed and overpowered, rather tlian 
exercised, the shattered remains of my understanding, are 
those of the navy and those of Ireland. As to the first, I 
shall say nothing, except this, that you must remember from 
the moment the true genius of this Erench revolution began 
to dawn upon my mind, I comprehended what it would be in 
its meridian ; and that I have often said, that I should dread 
more from one or two maritime prownces in France, in which 
the spirit and principles of that revolution were established, 
than from the old French monarchy possessed of aU that its 
ambition ever aspired to obtain ; that we should begin to be 
infected in the first Nidus and hot-bed of their infection, the 
subordinate parts of our military force, and that I should not 
be surprised at seeing a French convoj^ed by a British navy 
to an attack upon this kingdom. I think you must remem- 
ber the thing and the phrase. I trust in G-od that these 
mutineers may not as yet have imbrued their hands deeply 
in blood. If they have, we must expect the worst that can 
happen. Alas ! for the mischiefs that are done by the news- 
papers, and by the imbecility of the ministers, who neither 
rerase nor modify any concession, nor execute with prompti- 
tude the resolutions they take through fear ; but are hesi- 
tating and backward, even in their measures of retreat and 
. flight ; in truth, they know nothing of the manoeuvre either 
in advance or retreat. 

The other afiair, hardly less perplexing, nor much less in- 
stantly tirging, is that of Ireland. 

Mr.TBaldwin was here, and he spoke something, though 
indistinctly and confusedly, of a strong desire that he sup- 
postri. the Duke of Port land to ha^ for a reconciliation with 
Lord Fitzwilliam. Whether this is mere loose talk, such as 
I have uniformly heard from the day of the fatal rupture, is 
more than I know. My answer was, that while the cause of 
this calamitous rupture was yet in its operation, I had donn 
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eTOTjIhtng 'which x man i3co me could do to pr e Te nt ft and 
iti ^octs, but that no^ the q^tiaii wei not what iboulil 
reconcile the Ihike to Lord but what wtrald recowilo 
Ireland to England. Thia waa Twry near the wholo of cror 
convenatioii. Ton know he doe* not eee reij fiur, nor com* 
bme rery mnch. I hare had a hint from another qnurtcr, 
not indew rcry direct, to know whether it waa mj opnucoa 
that a conceeaion to the Inah Catholics wonld qniet that 
conntiy To this I hare giren no answer, because st this 
moment I am ntterlj incapable of giving any, the least diw 
tmch Three months ago, perhaps eren two months ago, I 
can sa^ with confidence notwithstanding the hand from 
which it -vronld bo offered, it would have prerented the di^ 
contents from running into one mass ; orcn if the comphance 
had been decentlj eradad, and future hope* held out, 1 thmk 
those miochiefr would not hare happened; but instead of 
this, erery measure has been need, that could possibly fend to 
imWion. The rejectaon of the Memcmal waa abrupt, final, 
and witfa«7ut any temperament whataoeror The tp^ebes m 
the House of Lords m Ireland were in the some ifrain , 
in the Honsc of Commons, the ministen put forw^ a 
wretched brawler, one DuigenaD,Qf your profeasion,toattsdt 
Mr Fqi, though they know tluitj as a British member of 
parliament, he was by them InTulncrahlei but their greet 
object was to get him to roil at the whole body of Catholics 
ftod Eiasentesa m IrcLsnd in tho most foul and unmeasured 
language This brought on, as they might well hare expect- 
ed, from Mr Grattan one of the most ammated philippics 
which he ercr yut dehrered, sgamat their goremroent and 
poiliament. 

It was a speech the best calculated that could be concevTcd 
further to inflame the imtation srhioh the Cartle-browlcr i 
long hamngue must necessarily have produced- As to Mr 
Eox, be hsd ill the honour of the day, because tho iffrectiTe 
•gainst him was stupd, and firom a man of no authority or 
weight whatsoever ; and |bo panegyric which was 
to it was fall of eloguence, and from a great name. Tbe*At- 
tener-Oeuer^ in imhiBg the motion withdrawn, as I urdrr- 
stanef, did by no means oiscoiinteTianoe tho prindplo 
which it was made, nor disown the attack wbidi was made, 
in a manner, nposi tho whblo people of Irdsnd. sE*o SSoh*. 
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citor-Gcnoral vronl. the full length of sujiporting it. Tiintr-nd 
of ondeavouring to Avidcu tho narrow bolloin upon which 
they stand, they make it their policy to render it every day 
more narrow. In the parliament of Great Britain, Lord 
Grenville’s speech turned the loyalty of tho Catholic.s against 
themselves, lie nrgxicd, from that zeal and loyalty thov 
manifested, their want of a sense of nr.y gricvaiice. I’hm 
speech, though probably well intended, was tho most indis- 
creet and mischievous of the whole. People do not HIco to ho 
put into practical dilemmas. If the ])coplo arc turbulent and 
riotous, nothing is to be done for them, on account of their 
et-il dispositions. If they aro obedient and loyal, nothing ia 
to be done for them, because their being quiet and contented 
ia a proof that they feel no grievance. I know that tin's de- 
claration has had its natural eftect, and that in Bcvcml places 
the (?atholic3 think themselves called upon to deny the in- 
ference made by ministers from their good conduct. It 
seems to them a CTeat insult to convert their rcsolutioji to 
support the king\ government into an approbation of tho 
conduct of those who make it the foundation of their credit 
and authority that they are the enemies of their description. 

I send you two extracts of letters, for Lord Fitzw'illiam’s 
and your information, from intelligent and well-informed 
people in Cork ; ♦ and one of them from a gentleman of much 

• Extract of a Letter from Cork; dated May 3rd, 1797. 

, “ As to tho affairs of this country, I neither know what to say ot 

think of them ; but this I am sorry to bo able to assure you of, tliat there 
is a very great and general change in tho minds of the people licro, brought 
about within a short period. No more of that enthusiasm of loyalty and 
detestation of French principles, which prevailed so much on tho late 
alarms. It is now ‘ The English minister and government detest poor 
Ireland, and would set us to cutting one another’s throats, as they have 
done in the North,' «fc. §c. In short, such is the language spoken by 
every man almost you meet, and a great deal worse. Government’s in- 
gratitude, in an absolute refusal of any further boon to tho Catholics, has 
roused the resentment of the quietest spirits ; and the severe pimishmeiits 
inflicted in some places on the militia, for going to mass, instead of the 
Protestant church, is surely, not to giv% it a worse appellation, impolitic 
In the extreme.” 


Extract of a Letter from Cork; dafe* May 4th, 1797 

“ By the Dublin papers you will see what is going on thcra. > Wo 
« can expect^no remedy from a wretched junto, who arc involving, their 
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eonaldenticm and loilaenee m that; plaea. IHtese ciS let jao 
•ee the effect of that eondoet'vrhichtonda to mate all detmp' 
tiona of penom in the South, m the lame ipfntof diaeonte^ 
end In tho eame honda of sedition mth thoee of the Kortlu 
Aa far as 1 can find, no part of the annj in Ireland u yet 
tainted with the oenermi nnnt , hut under a ganetal diaixin' 
tent it u nupoeaiDie it ahomd long amtmue sound } and eren 
if it-did^ it a as unpoanble that such a country can be ruled 
"by a tQihtaTy goremnicnt, eren if there were no enemy ahroad 
to take adrantage of that miaerable state of thmga. 

Kow suffer me to throw down to you rsj thoughts of what 
might be expected under the eujbng arcmnstance*, from the 
mere grant of an Act of ^arhament for a total emancipation. 
Thia measure I hold to be a fundamemtal port in any pW for 
quieting that country and recondhng it to this ; you are 
veil aware, that this meaaure^likeeTUsy other measure df the 
kind, must depend <m the manner in which it is done, the 
jiersons who ao u, and the sbU and Judgment with wfaieh 
the whole is conducted. And first, my tittr opndcm is, that 
as long as the present Junto eontxane to coreni Ireland, 
such a measure mto whiw they must manifestly appear t« 

covLlry ta cerubi rata. & Utto ftom a bus tn tPirn u ncrt 1 

cumct tasDUoo) la bb hm hswsW ibe t&i!jrasvSo& «f ikhiu. ha 
csQf tb* inUrier ecSOuf, to vhkh bo of tbs 1 ms do scctts. Tbo 

gnat tatiilB|s (Sit then fWs a kbm bopes of their up Ibe mnson 
of tbek taifsHlM be fa n ll is too Uto to mrs us. Tkal bUrritr csbiaet 
toott bars du&ed op v rg sj cbsTgisl of cocsamiiwlm to lbs kiog, oi 
wi DOTtT canid b« sbsisloood to tbs sllotdoii vs tn now in. Tbs rrtsr* 
ktt bss rtubed to Carbcrry ) and It is *»i<i to bars got faito BkckcooL 
wbkb U bDOvn to be tbs most PraUsUat nlmb h lUs dt; Tiofat 
OXmDfji wis obUged to fij fix Us sposOadiip, ssd bk stnud wom 
boTs besc pr^isbly courktrt st tbs usUss, bad bs sot off bfa (iltl. 
Tbs rnfaids of BMO ore noeb ebufed tbieo Obriitmst. Tbs ftUes «p> 
pOTtanUj wu lost to lota na gU. ot »niiitjf tbs wbeds tserlt of grvn> 
in( vhst U carUisl; bht s smsU boeo. , 

It unitt conn m spHo of sscendMh^, with BviT otber refanns Ibmi^ 
dtpsnitMAi, otLowUe tbs toaodiUca wQI'm tndsfvlssd. Tbs 
thbs Iblki sn hsid at wotk to UcrosM tbpm, md u oreibcaiinf at cm. 
It k attoskbiiLC bov tbs tuttcest of tbs ***" tbxoi. * Bat 

entll some eomBnlatkn tsba placs, tbs caBiitz7 oertr am be qtdsb 

‘ Tltbes «Q 1 srsc bs oos of tbs B>ost powsdol weapon a deancopn 
nn wkld. lbs wboU it a}7«sn to nis that Ibo mUda of smxl m w 
bested that aotbhtf bnt tbo Aorror* of molntkn am cool ibcm. Ustf 
vkb far tbs fxpCTiwat, and to flj to Ok tbsy know »et *C'* - 
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bo rehictantly drivm never can produce Ibc cfTects proposed 
by it,’ because it is impossible to persuade the people that, as 
lou^ as they govern, they will not have both Idie power and 
inclination totally to frustrate tbs effect of ibis now arrange- 
ment, as ibey bavc done tbni of all tbe former. 

Indeed it will appear astonishing that these men should 
be kept in the sole monopoly of all power, upon the sole 
merit of tbeir resistance to the Cnlbolic claims, ns inconsist- 
ent with tbo connexion of tbo two kingdoms ; and yet at tbe 
same time to see those claims admitted, and tbo pretended 
principle of tbe connexion of tbe Iato countries abandoned, 
to preserve to tbe same persons tbo same monopoly. By 
this it would appear that tbe subject is cither to be relieved 
or not; and tbe union of tbe two Idngdoms abandoned or 
maintained, just as it may answer the purposes of a faction 
of three or ibur indmduals. But if tliat junto was thrown 
out to-morrow, along with their measure, government has 
proceeded in such a manner, and committed so many [things] 
in violent declarations on this subject, that a complete eman- 
cipation would no longer pass with its former facility, and a 
strong ferment would be excited in tbe church party, who, 
though but few in numbers, bavo in tbeir bands most of tbe 
ultimate and superior property of tbe kingdom. ' ffbese dif- 
ficulties appear to me to be great. Certain it is, that if they 
were removed, tbe leaders of tbe opposition must bo taken 
into tbeir places, and become tbo object of confidence to an 
English government. They are to a man pledged for some 
alteration in the constitution of parliament. If tliey made 
no such alteration, they would lose tbe weight which they 
have, and which is necessary to quiet tbe country. If, on 
tbe other band, they were to attempt a change upon any of 
tbe plans of moderation which I bear they have adopted, 
they would be as far from satisfying tbe demands of tbe ex- 
travagaift people, whom they mean to comply with, as they 
would. be in preserving tbe actual constitution which was 
fabricated in 1614. The second in^Uible consequence would 
be, that if a revolution of this kind (for it would be a revo- 
lution) were accomplished in Ireland, though tbe grounds 
are a little different, yet the principle is so much tbe same, 
that it would be impossible long to resist an alteration of tbe 
same kind bn this side of tbe water ; and I never have doubt/* 
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ed ifaoe I came to tbe of dlicwtion, nor eier can 

doobt, that Koch cbao^ m tUa kingdom T^rcrold b« pT«Hii>< 
inai j ^ att«r roin } bat u I coniodond tbon »t 
■acb at ell bmetr wbat nmtfc tb^ appear to jse at a ojomept 
like tbe preKnt f 1 see bo iroj of fettling tbeee lon^ocnt 
tot b/ a greet change in the TOpenor gorornioflai int, H 
the pi ' teen t edmimsbaban ta remored,^ a manifait to tao, 
that the Ihika of Bedford, and Lord Gaddford, and the 
Dake of Northumberland, end Ixird Lanadovne, alh or most 
of them, under the direobon of Jlr Shendan and Mr Foa, 
■win be the aole option j that if they took m the Duke ol 
Fartlandythey must take htm tn,»t b<^in the ftate of utter 
mjggmilfltnee m which unfortunatelr bo now atandf. That 
they woald gladly take m my Lord FTturilliain I bate no 
quntiont bi^ I am rare be would bare no rappor^ and 
ncrer would be aulTcred to play any pnnopjd por^ ai long 
aa he holdi the manmi and u animated the fentiffiesta 
for whidi, aa a atatorman, -we Taloe hum He wtptamly would 
be bcft in Ireland, bat I affiretyfkr from being tore tkathia 
eoanimam there would look up to bun with the Kuno ilmple 
and tmdmded odbetton which ther formerlr didi and 1 am 
equally uncertain whether he would leare behind him a min* 
utry wbuA, m the maaa, would be boiler dupored to hia 
ampoTt tb^ thoee who bad formedy betrajM him 
tiaea, 1 cannot look without horror upon Ina being cac^oined 
(and poaribly found in a now wngu in luch a conjunction) 
with a nuniftry who hare ttwred no pam» to prore tbeir in- 
at least, to the looii bonour and Intcrort of tbdr 
eountry, or to the cenenl liberty of Furope { and, indeed, 
who hare wished to Wre no doubt upon any mind, that U b 
their ambition to act In thia country as a snoordinato depart- 
ment to the Dirortory of tho Frencn BepubLo. 3 act do rar 
of hope but m some aort of eoebtioii between the brads ol 
the faction* who now distract ua, formed upon a feiJ5*e of the 
public danger But unfartuiuitrfly tbeir animoalty toward* 
other grows with thf* danger I confeat that if no «ch 
eo^tioa u mode, and yet that a change should take plkce, 1 
aee to the present ministry and it* Mrtiatn* an oppotitioa 
ftr mow formidable than that wHeh we hate ot preeent ; 
and ttot after a while, at leaa^ theif princjples and tbeir 
■rsodaa of proceeding not be found rery diTerent from 
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nf tbo pri'Pont rvj>nn?ii)on. I Jim?! ndtl, pinco I 
ojifninp im’ jnnul po much nl Inrgp, thnt wlion T look nl 
Pint'.' of tho r;V}7 list in Gn’ot Britoio, ivkioli I linvo m 
to know nnd fool to bo full two yonra in debt to mont of 
dopnrtTncnt'*, I ?-»*<• no nu'nns of corryinj: on Rovcrmncnt n 
finytking liko n broul liottoinf ovon Dtliciolly ; to pay noil 
of the necessary aocoimnodation to thnpc oxpi’ctnnta who 
look to cono' fnrwnnl with »ulvnntn<»e, or to retire with 
marks of disgrace; nnd both parties have oimiloualy com 
rod in cutting otT nil tbo'-e extraneous means of nccominc 
linn which juighl- supply the deficiency of the civil list 
sources. In Indand things arc yet worse. They have eei 
upon nil the means of govonnnent, in order to nccommod 
one family and its dopcndcncic.s ; nnd they have eo squ 
dcrc^ nwny every rc.^ourco, under the pretence of provid 
a homo dcfciioe, that not only i.s Ireland nnahlc to foni 
system of comprchon.sion, but England will soon find it 
unable to supply that kingdom witli tbo moans of its ordin 
existence. To whatever jtoint of tbo compass 1 turn my' cy 
Iscc notbitvg but difficulty nnd disaster. Ton will nntnr: 
say, ’Why tbereforo do yon reason in a slate of dc.sjiair ? 1 
it, that Lord Fitzwilliam ami yourself may see my mcl 
cboly reveries in this deplorable state of things. The x> 
consideration of the diflicuUic.s which strike me may fiugg 
to better heads than mine the means of overcoming them, 
I do not know whetlicr yon have scon Hussey’s Paste 
Letter.. It is written uith eloquence and energy', nnd ud 
perhaps, too little management towards the unfortunate s 
tern which rules in Ireland at present; but it is the prodi 
of a manly mind, strongly impressed with the trust comir 
ted to bis’hnnds for supporting that religion, in tbo admin 
tration of which bo has a very responsible place, nnd wb 
he considers as in the commencement of a new persccutii 
It is therefore no wonder that be recommends an adherer 
In it under all circumstances, which many people, animat 
by a contrary party zeal, may not approve : but men must i 
according to their situation, nnd lor one I am of opinion tl 
it were better to have a strong party zeal, provided it is b 
tomed in our common principles, than anything resembli 
infidelity, which last we know, by woeful experience, is 
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capable of rebgiotia peraecQtxon at anj aectamn ipint can 
poMiblf be. 

I receiTcd y^oor letter of yeaterdar Nothing can equal 
the preciprtaticm of tninittert m acceding to the demandj of 
tbe nrat mutiny Nothing but want of forseight can be il* 
leged m faroor of the fornialmng delay to efiectnate the 
pnrpoaea of the grant wlndi had been extorted from theu* 
feon. But thia will erer be tbe case of thoee who act from 
no pnnaple but fear The moment that u orer, they frU 
into a lupme eecunty I agree with you, that no folly erer 
equalled their attempt to off duouaswn upon tbu sub^ 
ject. They ought to hare known that it would hare no 
other effect than what rt had, which waa to proroko and rrv 
flame the diaonasian they had ao cMldiahly Bought to aroid ( 
but tbe whde la the reeult of that maancest of ipint rhieh 
baa bnn^t on all our miaforttines, and rendered all our ie> 
aourcea mntleaa. 

Belicaqy alone hoa been the sole auae of my aOence to 
Mr "VTindham with rektwn to the affairt of Ireland , other' 
wiae he la entitled to and be poaaesaea my meet unreecrred 
eonfldenee. X bare therefore no sort of diSeulfy in wishmg 
him to know mj thoughta upon that aubject. xbey wQl not 
be rery enconragmg to him, becaose I am greolly afraid that 
the prepoaterouB iwsthod [of] b^mning with force and eni 
lug with conceaaion may defeat the effe^ of botlu If things 
had been m tbeir natural cooreo, I ahonld certamly ham 
agreed rath him No cooceanon on the port of goremroent 
ought erer to bo without auch & demonttration ot 

force as might insure it against contempt. It will always 
be a TTTtfftr of great moment in whose bmida the force to he 
applied m domeatio dialarbanceaifl placed. Nerer, no, ncrer 
ahaP I be persuaded that any forre can appear otherwlae 
t8 odioftt, and more odiooe than dreaded, when It is 
known to be under tbo direction of Lord Carhampton. I 
win not enter into all the porticnlara, but among tto many 
mtacluerons measores lately adopted, hn nomination totthe 
office of commander in-chief fed to oy lar the wont conao" 
quencca. 

"When I am opening my mind to you, I must add, that 
M aa a ahallow, bot-heoded puppy, proud aa^presmBp'^ 
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tuotis, and ill-behaved, like Mr. Cooke, has the chief or any 
credit at the Castle, or with ministry here, I can exi)eci no 
sort of good from anything tlmt can be done in parliament. 
'When, we talk of giving way to Mr. Crallan and the Pon- 
Bonbys, I suppoBO it is meant that they sbovild be taken into 
the Irish mmistry ; else to give them a triuniph, and at the 
same time to leave them in a state of discontent and dissaHs- 
faction, if we consider the interest of government ns govern- 
ment, is to act against the most obnOus dictates of common 
sense. Adieu. I may truly saj with Addison’s Cato, “I 
am weary of conjecture.” I will not add witli liiin, that 
“this must end ttem.” But they must soon bo ended by 
the Master of the cram^ to whose will, pr.ay with me, that 
we may be aU, in oil things, submissive. — Do n't forget to 
send^me the Beport of the House of Common?, and that of 
the House of Lords, if yon can get it ; tliough 1 do not know 
why I am aniions about it, becaase as a nation our fate eeemn 
decided, and we perish with all the material means of Btrengtli 
that ever nation has possessed, by a poverty and imbecility 
of mind which has no example,! am sure, and could have no 
excuse even in the weakest. Adieu, adieu. 

Youra ever, 

E. B. 


TO nm 


My DEXE LxraErcE, Beacons field, Ist .Tunc, 1797. 

It is not easy forme to dcserilK; to you the state of 
LordTBzwilliam'smmd. Inceed the condition of all affairs, of 
Jmsa affairs in particulsr^ as relate to hito, 

both as a man and as a statesman, arc enough to perplex a very 
clear understanding, such as, in truth, liin nnderfilanding os' 
turalljiis ; butindeperdently of thchc difficulties, which I fee' 
to press .eqnaUynpoa anrjudtnnent of rnv ov.m, he hsB 
which result from hhorm pa^ions, from a strong predf; 

of the water, 
William VoTiBonbrfJt/ 
Tinthtn ^ ^ be neems to 

* irritable and ha ; 

7 P on whom I have ever beard o* . ' 


520 


I2TCZBS. 


«oaTemnt with public cifiiurB j and Ke u eren ytt more bot 
bi deliberation and coonefl thim beum debate. Lord Fith 
yflliam hia not cmlj hia preddeetionB, but be ii ix^oeneed, 
too mndi »o m my tboagb rery natumlly and raj 

eic u t a b l y, by a rooted ammoeity agtonii llr and, m* 
deed irwi he baa not m partiemar to brmwwlf m intcffreble 
totpiaian of hi* tmoenty If hia predileotion* had been 
retnmed by any correapondent degree of attaobment or con- 
fidence on the part of Mr Pon»onhy or Mr Grattan, 1 
■hoold not be mclmod to blame the confidence -vbich be nu 
m them, becauae, independently of their oondnet f^ondfr 
greet prcrrocationB, I eamit), they are, eapedaBj the latter, 
men of intemty and noblio apmt , but they not only do not 
act in eonfioence or m concert with Lord FitawxUiam, but 
they are anfcuaHj engaged m peraonal cjonneuon, and^com- 
hniM in pnbho arrangemonta, m a manner that would nr* 
toadiy ecedado my Lord PitawiDiam aa moob iroa all lO* 
finance and direction m public afiaira aa Mr Pitt doca, or 
pocefblr can do It n pl^ that Fooaonbr baa concerted the 
infernal plan of what be eslia Farhamenlaiy Befonn, with 
the oppoaiboD bere, and amlnently with hia aon in law, Mr 
Grey, with whom be la oonneoted fall aa mach by pohhes aa 
be la by family tie*, l^ard Pitmlllatn aeca tbit l?arluuncatt 
ary Bnorm, thoi poabad in concert by the oppoeition m 
bc^h kingdoma, exactly in the aamo ii^t which yon and I do, 
and yet without regard to tbe dreno^ conaeqnencea which 
be foresaee from this tneasnre, and without regard to the total, 
at least temporary, alienation of thoae people from hia confi- 
dence, Wa connexion, and hca pnnetplee. I plainly peremre 
that, if he waa oona^ted, be wonld adnao to throw ercry- 
thing mto their hands if I am asked what I would mj-adf 
adnae m aueh a caae, I should certainly odnae tho same, but 
with this temperament and eiprcM proriout conditicn, that 
they renewed thocr confidence in Lom Fitawifiiam, whom I 
bold to be the only peraon to aettle Ireland i and that they 

S ro hun some aararance ak a mao, a gentleman, and a friVna, 
at they will be practicable about tb^ aobemea of chaagiog 
the eonatitutkm of tbe House of Oomifiooij and that 
they will deaiat from the achenje of an abaeatce tax, wbkb 
in Its principle goea more to the diaoooncxion o^ the two, 
kiDgdama than anything which la proposed by the TTnitcd 
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Iriehnon. As to Jfr. Gratt^in’s other project, of Inj’ing 
rievr tn.vca upon English commodities, nnd the principle 
upon which lie proposes it, — namely, that EnglnTul is n 
forci^ nnd n hostile kingdom nnd adverse in interest, 
[it] is, I think, n measure ho would hnrdly persevere in. 
I tinnk the ditTicully of the case is extreme, when you 
consider the military government cstabliBhcd on tiio one 
hand, nnd the wild dcmocmtic representation proposed 
ns its cure [on] the othor. If Lord Fit r.wiilinm cannot 
be the Lord-Licutcnnnt, n thing to which he never would 
consent, nnd indeed in prudence ought not to do, leaving 
nn adverse cabinet behind him, nnd if that adverse cabi- 
net be, as it is, full ns little disposed to trust to him ns 
he is to rely iipon it, the only' way in which he can bo 
Ecrvyeable is in a mediatorial capacity; and this office of 
a mediator he certainly cannot perform in the temper he is 
in at present. I have entered into n very great detail with 
him, perhaps into too great a detail, upon all those points, 
not being quite sure that I should live to converse with him 
again upon the subject ; 3'ct I am afraid that I have poured 
too much into a mind in itself over anxious and over full. 
Ho docs not like, nor indeed do I much, the manner in 
which he seems to he indirectly and without the least confi- 
dence consulted about a particular member of an arrange- 
ment, I mean that of naming your namesake, Judge Law- 
rence, to be Cljancellor'of Ireland. It is plain tliat they 
mean some change to satisfy the people, but not essentially 
to alter their system, or to bring in any man whose local 
weight and authority might counterbalance that of Lord 
Clare and his faction, or prove a gratification to any de- 
scription of the people, or to facilitate any general arrange- 
ment and they seem to want a sort of sanction from Lord 
EitzAv^iam, with regard to a single member of some system 
with which he is wholly unacquainted. The thing was first 
suggested to him by Lord Carlisle, aud Woodford in a letter 
to.yie made the same suggestion, to be communicated to Lord 
Fitzwilliam as from Mr. Windham. He was naturally much 
against giving any opinion on the subject; for which he 
gave many good reasons ; but he was so hurt at those un- 
confidential confidences, that he was for some timeunAAdlling 
' that I sfiould communicate his rea&ons for declining any 
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S thnon in my mtiret to Mr Woodford’i ftfrmrri ' riri^i^i-TJTT). 

owerrer, 1 penufldrd hun to let mo do it, ai I am Htre 
guarding himaelf by a prudent anipicum, ho ought to bo as 
open tp hear ta coutioua to determine upon my matter 
retire to ItoJond. Thh la all irith which 1 bare to trouble 
you at present 

Aa to the atate of my body amce my return, I cannot help 
smiling at the thought of 'Woodford’a seeing it in so giy a 
pomtoiTioirj for lamanreiflahonldliTBto Boeyou, youirfll 
ntber think me a man dug oat of the grtre than as a man 
going, ea I am, into It X am infinitely weai»r than when I 
thia, and &r more emaciated. “P^or in ore sedet, 
modes in corpore toto ’* X look like Ond’a ]foTy, but, tWk 
GcmL without much enrying any one } and certainly not In a 
conditaon to be enried, except by those who prognosticate 
the dreadful orlla of ererr kind which are m pending 
orer ua. Adiem Mrs. Barm salutcfi you cordially ( and 
beliere me 

ETeryonra, 

S.B. 


P 8 I forgot to tell you that I hare seen and eoureraed, 
thouch not enou^ with Dr IlQSiey \ but this I ^ow, 
that DO has itatM facta sofiideut to justify almost errery* 
thing which might hare been considers aa indnereet m bis 
pastmul letter 


TO THOILU KXOOtt, 15^, OBaT'a-T5* COTTXT-TIomiK. 

Sm, Boaconifield, 17th Nor., 1700 

X am to much out of the world, that I am not lur* 
pnaed ereiy one abould be ignorant of aa he la nninterested 
in, the state of my health, my habiti of lif^ or anything olae 
th^ bdongi to me. * 

Tour obliging letter of the 20th of July was delivered to 
me at Bath, to which place I was dnren by urgent deeeswty, 
aa my only chance of presOrring a life w wh did not thm 
promise a month’s dnnition. 1 waa dlroeted to aospend all 
application to busineas, eron to the writing of a common let- 
ter , aa it was thought that I had tuficred by some such ap* 
plication, and by the attendant aime^, bcfose and about that < 
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time. I rclivrned from Both not well, Imt miicli recovered 
from the Ptnte in wliicli I had been ; and I continued in tlio 
Bnme condition of convalescence for a inojith or six weeka 
longer. Soon after I began gradually to decline, and at thui 
moment 1 do not lind myself ver}* materially bettor or stronger 
than when I was sent to Bath. 

I am obliged to you for the ofler which you made in that 
letter, of conveying anytlutig from mo to Ireland ; but I really 
tliought you had known that I have no kind of correspond- 
ence or communication with that countr}', and that for a good 
while I had not taken any part whatsoever in its affairs. I 
believe you must liavc observed when last I had the honour 
of seeing you in London, how little any opinions of mine nro 
likely to prevail with persona in power here, even with those 
with yrhom I had formerly a long and intimate connexion, 
I never see any of his jMajesty’s ministers, except one gen- 
tleman, who, from mere compassion, has paid mo some vnsits 
in this my retreat, and has endeavoured by his generous sym- 
pathy to soothe my pains and my sorrows : but that gentleman 
has no concern in Irish affairs, nor is, I believe, consulted 
about them. I cannot conceive how you or anybody can 
think that any sentiments of mine are called for, or even ad- 
mitted, when it is notorious that there is nothing at home 
or abroad, in war or in peace, that I have the good fortune 
to be at all pleased with. I ought to presume that they who 
have a great public trust, who are of distinguished abilities, 
and who are m the rigour of their life, behold things in a 
juster point of view than I am able to see them, however my 
self-partiality may make mo too tenacious of my own opinion. 
I am in no degree of confidence with the great leader either 
of ministry or opposition. 

In a general w’ay, I am but too well acquainted with the 
distracted state of Ireland, and with the designs of the pub- 
lic enemy pointed at that kingdom. I have my own thoughts 
upon the causes of those evils. You do me justice in sayiug, 
in jvDur letter of July, that I an! a true Irishman. Con- 
sidering as I do England as my country, of long habit, of ob- 
ligation, and of establishment, and that my primary duties 
are hers, I cannot conceive how a man can he a genuine 
Englishman, without being at the same time a true Inshman, 
'though forame should have made his birth on this S' de of the 


witct I think tbo nme *eotiin«nto ought to b* rtciproctl 
on the part of Iraland, and if posrible with much rtron^ 
naaotu Ireland cannot be oapanted one moment from £ng< 
land, without loamg erery »onree of bar preaent proirpenty, 
and eron hope of ner fotow. I nm Tery mom 
deOTly and bitterlj afflicted, to tee that a Tciy cnall faction 
m Irmand ahonld arrogate tt to itadf to be the whole of 
great kingdom, I am more afflicted in teemg that arerr 
nunnte pert of that amaB faction ahonld be able to pervoode 
anj peraon. here, that cm the support of their power tbo oon 
nexxon of tbo two kmgdoma eeeentmlly dependt. Tbia 
itranga error, if peraerered m (aa I am afraid « wil^, murt 
acoomplnb the rmn of both coimtnes. At the aome hma I 
TOuat at bitterlj regret, that ai^ peraons who fuffer by the 
predondnenoe of that corre^ fragment of a ioctioQ ahonld 
totally miatake the canee oi their enli, aa well aa thefr re* 
medj, if a remedy can be at all looked ibr, which I wnfeta 
1 am not tangmne enough to expect in anr crest, or from the 
ezertuma of any peraon, and least of aU from eierboos of 
mine, eren if I bad eitlxx heoUh or prospect of life eommen 
ronte to so dilBcolt an ondartaking I aar, 1 do rc^rrot, that 
the conduct of tboee who aufier should pro onr adranUge to 
those who are reaolred to tyrannlio. 1 do b4ioT6 that thia 
eondurt hoa aeiTed only aa a pretext for aggrarating the cv 
lasnhea of that party, whldi, thm^h aoponor in number, is 
from many eireumstmices mi^ inf&ior in frrrce. 

I bchere tb^ are reiy few mes which will justify a ro* 
Tolt agamst the established coremmeDt of a country, let its 
constitution be what it and eren though its abases 
ahould be great and prorokiiigi but t am Btrro there la no 
rwm in which it la justifiable, cither to conadenco or to pro* 
dance, fo sieiwe* rsmtoica when there is no means of effect- 
ing it, nor perhaps in the major port any dispositiom \ou 
know the state of that country better than I can prtJtond to 
do, but I could wish, if there was any use in retrospect, thst 
those menaces had been forborne j because they hare caused 
a real alarm in some wettf tfaou^ weH-iDteDtioDcd mfrids( 
and because they furnish the bold and crafty with pretemrs 
for exciting a prosecution of a much more fierce and terrible 
nature than I over remember eren when the country wm 
under a system of laws apparently less frrourtthlc <o its tnn*. 


lettehs. 


525 




quillity nnd goud government, at the same time that sober 
exertion has lessened in the exact proportion in which flashy 
menaces increased. PuBillanimity (ns often it docs) has suc- 
ceeded to rage and fury. Against all reason, experience, nnd 
observation, many persons in Ireland have taken it into their 
heads that the influence of the government hero has been 
the cause of the misdemeanour of persons in power in that 
country, and that they are suffering under the yoke of a Brit- 
ish domination. I must speak the truth — I must say, that 
all the evils of Ireland originate within itself; that it is the 
boundless credit which is given to an Irish cabal that pro- 
duces whatever mischiefs both countries may feel in their re- 
• lation. England has hardly anything to do with Irish 
government. I heartily wish it were otherwise ; but the 
bod^ of the people of England, even the most active poli- 
ticians, take little or no concern in the affairs of Ireland. 
They are, therefore, by the minister of this country, who 
fears upon that account no responsibility here, and who shuns 
all responsibility in Ireland, abandoned to the direction of 
those who are actually in possession of its internal govern- 
ment : this has been the case more eminently for these five 
or six last years ; and it is a system, if it deserves that nathe, 
not likely to be altered. 

I conceive that the last disturbances, and those the most 
important, and which have the deepest root, do not originate, 
nor have they their greatest strength, among the Catholics : 
but there is, and ever has been, a strong republican Protest- 
ant faction in Ireland, which has persecuted the Catholics 
as long as persecution would answer their purpose, and now 
the same faction wovdd dupe them to become accomplices in 
effectuating the same purposes ; and thus either by tyranny 
or seduction would accomplish their ruin. It was with 
grief I saw last year with the Catholic delegates a gentle- 
man, hfho was not of their religion, or united to them in any 
avowable bond of a public interest, acting as their secretary, 
in^ their most confidential concerns. I afterwards found 
that this gentleman’s name was implicated in a correspond- 
ence with certain Protestant conspirators and traitors, who 
are acting in direct connexion with the enemies of all go- 
vernment and religion. He might be innocent ; and I am 
- very sure that those who employed and trusted, him were 
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paf«ctlj ignorant of hU treeaoniLla c omaptm ilmew tad 
decgnt, if raoh he had ; tmi as he has thought proper to 
qnft th« hing’c dominions a2>out the tune of the mrestiga* 
tion of that oompiraoj, unpleesant inferences maj hare 
drawn from it. I nerer mw but onoe, which was m 
ynor conipany, and at that time knew nothing of hifl connex- 
lona, charact^ or diipontioDa. 

I am nerer likely to be called upon for my ndnce m thb 
or m eigr boimees { and after harmg once almost foitobly ob* 
tmded myself Into it, and hanng formdno sort of good eSect 
from mr tauadLed-for interference, I ahall cert^nly, though 
1 ihoola hare better health than 1 can flatter myself wim, 
norer agam thrust myself into those intricate afiairs. Fer- 
eoni of mu(^ greater abilities, rsnk, snd consequence than I 
nm, and who had been call^ by tbeir otuanou to those 
eflkiTB, hare been totally OTETwhelmed by the domineering 
party m Ireland, and hare been disgraced and ruined, a% fsr 
as mdependenoe, honour, end rirtue can be nojaed end dts* 
g race d . Howurer, if your lesrare permits you to pay a tuH 
to this nelaneboly umanazy, I shall certainly rccare any 
informatjon with which you are pleased to fhnmh mo; \rA 
merely as news, and srhat may serre to feed ths little intemt 
I take in this world. Ton excuse my haring used the 
hand of a conAdcutial friend m this letter, for ind^ I sufier 
much by stooping to write. 

1 hare the honour to bo, de. 

Eouoxn Buaza. 


wnifnfKltT or a UTTEB TO LOSn OILUtOZLliOa 
LOuaaBoaouon. 

WTTBOOr A SATS. 

Ht nsan Loan, 

I am to inform tou, that your good natured pr^seota- 
bon has had iti full enect, and that Jdr. £tty it paison of 
Whitchurch. By that ou^ arrangement tout Ixmlthlp ^hat 
the satufretiou of making sererai people n^y i the penoo 
who resigned the liring not the mat so. xour protigA is 
much attached to a rcry pleasing yenmg woman, the dauchter 
of a worthy cl e igy n i>ti in tins nemhbourbood- Withimt this 
preferment there was no hope of toetr union. All tiie parties • 
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nave a considerable degree of merit; and they feel mncL 
gratitude for the happiness they enjoy, and the good prospect 
which, in their estimate, lies before them. I am sure 1 am 
myself extremely obliged to yoti on this occasion, and should 
think myself much to blame, if I neglected to make you my 
best acknowledgments. 

AYe must enjoy those transient satisfactions ns they arise, 
without inquiring too minutely into their probable duration. 
Grod knows how long the church establishment, on which 
these people exist, and to which such multitudes are now 
breeding up, is likely to last. But whenever that goes, it 
will go with everything else. 

"When that grand period \vill arrive it is not easy to foresee 
with exactness ; but there arc plain and evident marks of its 
approach. I do n’t mean that they appear in the event of 
tins br that measure (though the prospect in that point of 
view is gloomy enough), but in the dispositions of men, 
which prepare bad events and improve accidental misfortune 
into systematic ruin. I very much doubt whether, in any 
country, they who have the charge of us, the poor flock, are 
sufficiently aware of the ^ant-strides with which the great 
over-bearing master-calamity of the time is advancing towards 
us. All you, the great, act just as if you thought a thou- 
sand things were to be feared or pursued for their own 
separate sakes, when, in reality, none are worth notice, other- 
wise than as they tend to promote or resist the cause of 
Jacobinism. "What amazes me, even to consternation and 
horror, is, that people, otherwise of the very best under- 
standings, proceed exactly as if everything stood in the 
situation in which you and I saw them thirty years ago, at 
a time when very great errors led but to very slight conse- 
quences; and not as they are now, when very .slight mistakes 
lead to incalculable evils. Then the greatest changes which 
could Vb apprehended could very little affect the domestic 
happiness of the greater part of mankind ; — now no man’s 
fireside is safe from the efi'ects of # political revolution. 

I*confeB8 that the conversation I had with’ your Lordship, 
when you were kind enough to pay a short visit to thiB 
melancholy abode, filled me with no small uneasiness at that 
time and ever since, Prom the tenor of that conversation 
. 1 collected, that ■£ the ministry should exist at all in the 
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form it bul UteW taken, H nuxst loce for et«r tint cemeet 
of cordiality, of codperatum. and of nni^ of detign for 
•whicli lion© political coalitiont are Trorth punumg and 

friTTinp 

(Hatmion hu htppenad at the tone, m the manner, and 
on tbo subject -wbadi df all others la calculated to render it 
latttL "We aee oar iray but ill before ual I tbooght that the 
ropntuticni end the permanence of Mr Pitt'a adnumatratian 
•wTia the Terr comer-atono of the aalratian of Europe. I 
thought that the junction latelr made waa the aecun^ of 
that angular piece. Ton know tnat altbou^ I had no ahaie 
m the executive detail (a thing for which InaTO little capa- 
city and DO liking), how ardentij I wnhed, how eamartly I 
laboured for, and now truly I rmoiced in the late arrange- 
ment. But would to God it baa never been made I wtthout 
it there wu a poevlbili^ fm truth, no more a poa- 
aibHity) of avoKtog rum. But now, at least m my boeom, 
cveiT rmy of hope la eitmgmahed. 

1 CKrar that many of those who coosldereii tbemsalvet ai 
Mr Pitt’a Oienda, snd many of thoae who were m the dosevt 
connexion with the Dnke of Fortland and with lord Ilts- 
wflliam, were against the late coalition. They will neithev 
of them ho sorry to see them kept io with hnmiliation and 
mortification, or, what one set of tWn wiD like better, to soe 
them lacked out with disgrace. But their rejoidng will be 
the gnef of a late postonty 

** Tba g>iPd viQ rw, thal b oaboni, tli« hmtftif at UtU diy ’ 


It 11 aa I expected] Lord FHxwilliamiB not tom to Ireland. 
The reason, oa I hear, for hia not gonu ia tw alone'fot 
which I ihould wiah him to go at b£L It was apprehended 
tbitt be would make some changes m Ireland. 1 hare seen 
and c on ve n ed wHh Lord F upon Iroland^ thor^ not at 
all about the arraDgements ca man, nor the dimeplt case 
which bis since occurred, and of which it did not seem to me 
that Lord F bad the least tusmdon He desired to tslk to 
aML aa to a rrum of Kone kaowledge in the aflairs of Irejmd, 
and of gre a t zeal and eamestneai that the king's business 
ahcmld mi on prosperously in that kingdom, and at this tune 
I gave biro my honest opnuons (which you know, as well as 
he knows them) on that sul^ect. I took the lihcrtv, er*® 
before 1 seen and on the prospect of Hdtehinaon’s’ 
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iVnUi (c>r \nrtnnllv nHov i<. 1 for/ift t<» onulion him 

npniiip! johbin" n\vny Uu' two oHici'a wliioU lie hold, parlicu. 
Inrh* thnl of tho collopo. Of thi’a I nm t-uro, Ihnt, bi'foro 
Hutchii5h(>n’s death, 1 "wroto to Grnftnii (o o'xort hiinsolf to 
prevont that r-eouiiary of tho rhoivh of Indatul from becom- 
ing ft mntlor of nlnto ncoommodaliou or priviitc pnlroiiniio. 
J ivroto to the Puho of Portlftiul ft long letter to the t-amo 
ertbet. l^ven in the fn>t onroxyMim of grief, umlor the heavy 
hand of God, when M'indlmm’s kindnc.^s broke in njmn me, 
finding it long before given out that 1 was soliciting, nnd in 
one paper it hchig nssertod that I had secuved it to myself, 
1 spoke nnd wrote my mind very fully to him ngainst tin’s 
mdicnl job, which .struck at the rising g''nor.'iHon, nnd poi- 
soned public principle in its first .stamen — nnd when I lieard 
thatjOnc Dr. Bennet, not content with bi.s bisboprie, was so 
preedy nnd so frantic, nt ibis lime, when Ibo elitirch l.aboin;.s 
under so much odium for avnrieo, ns to wish to rob the mem- 
bers of its seminary, men of the fir.st cbnraolers in learning 
nnd moral.'’, of tlicir legal rights, ami by di.spcnsatinn to grap- 
ple to bimsedf, n stranger nnd wholly unaequaintcd with the 
body, its lucrative provost ship ns n Commcndfim, I wrote to 
the Duke of Portland strongly to enforce the idea I express- 
ed to your Lordship in our conversation, and before to him 
bv letter against unstatutable nominations. I considered a 
d'ispens.ation to be to the statutes only ns equity to law ; nnd 
that he, the Duke of Portland, had no right by bis arbitrary 
will mid jilensuro to recommend a violation of the law, aud 
the robbing of other people of their undoubted rights. 
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their ahajluto poorer over Eu- 
ropeans as ■well as natircs, 34 ; 
distinctions regarding them, 35 ; 
those of Calcutta, 138 ; their pe- 
nurious character, 393 : farms let 
to, 1G3, viii. 353. 

Barker, Sir Robert, offer made to, 
Tiii. 429. 

Barlow, Mr., on the state of trade 
in India, -viu. 97. 

-Barratch and Gorruckpore, causes 
of the rebellion in, ■riii. 207. 

Barrd, Colonel, frauds of, viii. 509, 

Barwell, Mr., appointment of, -rii. 
141 ; his absence from the Coun- 
cil, viii. 338. 

Beard, custom of spitting on the, 
viii. 107. 

BechetiJti, a poisonous plant, vii. 188. 

Begum, letter of Captain Gordon to 
her, viii. 226 ; her friendly dis- 
position, ib. ] charges against her, 
232; conditional order of the 
Court of Directors for her restor- 
ation, 246 ; her remonstrance at 
the treatment of the women, 273 ; 
her sufferings, 274. 

Begums, ladies of the seraglio, their 
treasures seized, viii. 184,258.2&3. 

Behar Ali Khtin, scourged, viii 202. 

Behardre, Nabob, complaint of, viii. 
281. 

Bcdli, Mr., Secretary of Mr. Hast- 
ings, vii. 475; commission given 
to, viii. 370. 

Benares, state of, in the time of 
Cheit Sing, vii. 49 ; on the sove- 
reignty of, 95, 484; viii. 10; pro- 
posal 'for delivering up the coun- 
try, 22; object of Mr. Hastings in 
going t^ere, 35 ; rebellion in, 40 ; 
revenue of, 51, 65; anew sovereign 
of, 53; de-vaslations in, 55 — 65; 
altered state of, 87 ; the -visit of 
Mr? Hastings to, 88 ; tyranny in, 
' 96 ; extract from the proceedings 
of the president at, viii. 98; de- 
gradation of the people in, 103, 
106. 

Benertun Piindit, viii. 14; letter 
from, 431 — 436. 
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Bengal, provinces m, vii. 48 ; care 
of the traveller in, ib. ; potver of 
tho Arabs in, 50 ; the Mahomcdaii 
sovereigns in, xb. ; its conquest by 
Akbar, 53; soubahs or viceroys 
of, 54 ; concussions in tho em- 
pire _ of, ib, ; massacres in, ib . ; 
British^ dominion in, 55; fresh 
revolution in, 61 ; accession of 
Cossim Ally Ca-wn to the throne 
of, 77 ; ruinous effects of trade 
in, 80 ; effects of the war in, 86 ; 
happy eottlement of its govern- 
ment by Lord Clive, 89 ; landed 
property in, confiscated, 136 ; re- 
venues of, ib. ; state of affairs in, 
137 ; ravages in, 236 ; famine in, 
254, 310 ; causes of it, 250 ; 
abuses in, 341 ; three distinct 
classes of people in, -vin. 306 ; op- 
pressious of Mr. Hastings in, 308 ; 
disposal of the landed interests 
in, 352, 355 ; the Company’s let- 
ter in reference to, 358 ; under 
the authority of Gunga Goviu 
Sing, 381. 

Bengal Revenue Consultations, ex 
tract from, vii. 205. 

Benn, Mr., succeeds Mr. Markham, 
viii. 84 ; his reign, 87. 

Berar, Rajah of, sum of money 
given to, vii. 370, 433. 

Bidjigur, fort of, viii. 27, 47 ; tho 
■wives and family of Cheit Sing 
in, 47 ; plundered, 50. 

Bijanaut, Rajah of Dinageporo, vu. 
443. 

Bishops, the lights of religion, viL 
230. 

Bolingbroke’s Abridgment of the 
Irish Statutes, -viii. 501. 

Bonds, called for by Mr. Hastings, 
vii. 372—408. 

Boxey Rogoober Dyall, character 
01 * viii. 77. 

Brahmins, high caste of, 'vfi. 190; 
cruelties to the, 191 ; their laws, 
492. 

Bribe-broker, an extensive one, v^ 
383. 

Bribery, evils of, -vii. 132 — 134 


S89 


tssxx. 


omnixed ratea 907, 

SOU} »et ol pAziUzaffit to pr«> 
Tcot, lfi6, 359 1 ft oerw tdmaa 
368. 

Bnifli&d, tQ. 
241 } effftcts <4^ from tla enmplo 
at ft OoTaEOor«0«Dcrftl, 242 1 ctt 
tfaft ift odpt at 3&5{ mftoca txr 
csDc«ftUa£, 4C& 

firictoir, Ur., tppohttacirt tKL 

112) thermal ftt Chide, 1)5; 
hbmaoTftl, 121, 132 { Uta Direct 
on Older Hm to b* r*4fttaLted, 
133) ftppc4ziUdmpertal«od«atot 
poUtku ftAkln, ISS) maoia eft- 
ilfetd b]r Ur Utalln^ fur Us 
racftS firw Lackaow, 120) «t 1- 
dcnce c4 t p rift ooen relMsed 
W, 304 1 Utter ai, tk j order to, 
Suo { hU cortoftpooditocft vlth 
U^)ar OQptn, HXj kU UtUoft 
to tJte Board, 289, on lk« mi 
•tolft of Oodft, 192. 

Brows, UiTor, toRlmoej o< vQL 

1S9 

BhmrvUk, Ooka oC ▼CU> 481. 

BaJloek<mtrftets, rUL 87D> 

Balwftot S1 b& (orcnxoHice ot, rltL 
40 { tte Hlacr of Cbeit Sbit(, 29 , 
pathloa from Ut wUow, 81 j eoct* 
firmed tn hU prlodpftUtj-, 68. 

Burgh, VnQUai, EftO-r UtUR of Ur 
Borhe bx rOI. 455. 

Borg oyne. ucnenl, captMty oC, tIQ. 
4^, bU diftnctar 409 

Bhrle, Cdmcod, lectar of ilr Ro> 
dM^tr to Lord UQtoo oa hk lUe 
ftcd writiBCf, tIL 1 { faU •orechas 
oa tha impeftrigaept of wamo 
Uftstlnp, 4) bU ofllcUl emWa, 
6 ; opens tbit proecedkgs to lU* 
Qo««e of Low OB the trUi «f 
Wftirea Ilftstlngs, 6i expUtaxi iba 
part tftkea by (be Ojaboei, 9) 
hk rmftiht on the ftbiiH of jKfm, 
11, 90,37{ eo tbeftfiftlnof ladU, 
12 ) «i tba criiaee of Ur ITsst 
Isfi, 14) tibce ft fisoce at (be 
rkiac bfioeoca of (ba East lodU 
Coaipftay,tO) hk obsmatlocs on 
tbeir tjixaa of gorarmssai, 31) 


jtids lb 3 coiD n) jU «’i TtcMB roajuJ • 
fttloB aTDebi Sift|c, 1 74 { tus Tvioci 
chargoft agafaict Warrai Huttcgs, 
22S ; bk cbaerratiaca tbercoo, 
339 1 bis remaxlEi ml rc%ii»i 
worship 332) c« tba dTcela of 
bribery, 143 ) oe tba esonalty of 
the coTTOptksft practised by tbs 
Oemnoi-Otoenl, W { rrrtewi 
bk conduct, 308 { ■ da nobbed 
by the Hooee of Cwmoia, 34fi { 
indnlgtxies clahoed by, 34c> ( hk 
ftMdogy, S50 , Us rematbt opoo 
the accounts of Ur LsrUn^ 411 ) 
Us sanuDtry of (be cbsrgcs tgilnst 
Ur llftstb)^ 4D, bk rrpori to 
(be UooM of Omosoccs aa Ui the 
pTocoedinaa la the Eloose of 
Lords, 451 } ee ibe esoeei of the 
nbeUleo bt Bamtch, tUL 207, 
os the cokhtct of Sir E9^b In* 
p«y,2ih{ wUaZIsadQKs'titftt* 
meal of (be Bofajas, liS, 376 T 
teternniltdbyUr Uftwn,251| 
bk jTpIy to Um Lord Chaaeetkr. 
883i rascfadsaUsadd/cMtothe 
Lords, 439) hk lettere to the 
Uoooarsbk Onard Htmlltoa, 
4 a 441 1 to the Uargsk of nock* 
hiihsm, 4D->457} to Artknr 
YouBf. Es^« 4(9) to Charles 
Terwrabesd, Lsq., 451) to a 
Prftsaka geatlsssri, 453 ) to 
WQUam Bitiih* La^-, 455; (o 
Joh9 Bonihe, Eeo., 40) to (be 
£kdof tI17kboroa)ck.41B) toDr 
Benjimla Pnoklin, 468 ) to Phi* 
lJprraada.Eeq.,4;0; loCaptUa 
Woodford 475 1 to Lord Orers* 
>Qk^417{ toUrb C«we, d**!) 
to Bar Dr llaseoy, 4&4) to Ed* 
ward Uaieoe, Eeq« 4^ I to Dr 
LaoTfDca, 491 -~ p 3 , 4J7'-439, 
602—506. 8W-51I, 519) to 
Tbomu Keo^ lUq.. 528) <* 
Lord CbsnmJoT Lcn^iborQofh, 
626. 

Bnke, WUIUa, ooe of Ibe Qsg cf 
Tuijore*a ageots, rOL 406. 

Boar, falsmsw with tbs mUret 
a(,TiIL9a ^ 



Csbonlcnt, or contmct, v!i. -117 — 

C-iuf: Vcrrcs-, ch(irnct<'r of, vii. 237. 

fort tnkcit nt, liv Stiraj-nli 
Dowb, vii. f)2 • it? conquest l»y 
Uio BrilWi, CO; ihc Council at, 
03 ; FCcrct treaty concluded at, 
7G; ostensible Council fonntxl at, 
let ; power of the Council at, 
aiii. 57 ; letter of the Directors 
to the Council at, 'd 13 ; letter 
from the president at, to the select 
Committee of the Directors, 3M ; 
Committee of rcvcmic in, 377 ; 
Mahomedan college founded at, 
394. 

Caiiiaud, Major, commander of the 
British troops, tdi. C2. G3, C5 ; 
eonturs in the proposed revolu- 
tion, Gl; visited in Ins lent by 
the Nabob of Ucnpnl, GG ; writes 
to Mr. Holwell, G7 ; nflixes his 
seal to an instnimcnt of blood 
and Ircachcr)', CS; his defence, 
70, 71; bears of the death of 
Prince .Mccran, 75. 

Camac, Colonel, vii. 401, 

Cantoo Baboo, the banyan, a 
Genloo, trust committed to, vii, 
4G, 13S, 142 ; farms given to 
him, 139; commanded by Mr. 
Hastings not to appear before the 
Board, 288 ; secret unknown to, 
419—42.3. 

kintoo Naut, adoption of, vii. 443. 

IJnpitation-tnx, 'the Hindoos freed 
from tlic, vii. 51, 

Carhampion, Lord, appointment of, 
viii. 518. 

Carnatic, desolation of the, viii. 432. 

Cartier,, Sir John, Governor, orders 
of, 313, 385. 

Castes, or orders among the Genloos, 
vii. 45. 

CatiTolics, atheism among, viii. 485 ; 
treatment of the, 494 ; their griev- 
ances, 499 ; on concessions to the, 
512; claims of the, 515; perse- 
cuted, 525. 

Champion, , Colonel, letter to, vii. 
363. 


Clmpman, Mr., commission given to, 
viii. .395—109. 

Ch.trdin’s Travels, alluded to, viiL 
2W. 

Charitv, its lustre in retirement, vii. 
.32(k 

Charter of Uio EobI India Company, 
vii. 42. 

elicit Sing, the days of, vii. 49 — 51 ; 
large hribo ivccivcd from, 412 — 
417, 434; his present to Mr. 
llastingR, 4.35; ease of, viii. 9; 
cliargc bronght by Mr. Hastings 
against, 9, 11; his sovereignty 
in Benares, 10 ; In's supposed in- 
trigues witli the Nabob of Oude, 
14; flight of, 15; fine imposed 
on, ti. ; rebellion of, IG, 245 ; 
writes to Mr. Hastings to appease 
his wrath, 20; arrested, 38; iii- 
snll and bniMlity to, 39; Ins 
wives and family, 47 ; expelled 
from his dominions, 53 ; ini- 
pcnchmcnl of, 93 ; his ancestors 
slandered, 107. 

Chevalier, Mr., declaration of, viii. 
327. 

Chittendur, M r., evidence of, vii. 292. 

Chowkey, or place of guard, vii. 49. 

Chunar, treaty of, viii. 35, 15G, 1G8, 
1G9, 221 ; the Nabob ordered to, 
158; the castle of, 209. 

Clavering, General, alluded to, vii. 
149, 154, 156 ; his protest against 
the military brigade, 155 ; Ids 
death, IG3, 180, 304, 325 ; viii. 
115, 351 ; his high character, vii. 
302; reply of, viii. 406. 

Clive, Lord, genius of, vii. 60 ; his 
return to Europe, Cl, 90; pro- 
ceeds to India to redress the 
grievances of the country, 87,91 ; 
■wise measures adopted by, 88 ; 
^is arrival in India, viii. 132, 244 ; 
complaints made to, 245; the 
predecessor of Warren Hastings, 
385. 

Coja Petruse, an Armenian, vii, 
76. 

Colebrooke, Mr., the Persian trans- 
lator, viii. 118; report of, li. 


Oo^clwiter w e imiU tft, {ti vrooeed* 
i1ifi.Tfl.2a5> 

OvQi. OormoT (£, pul to tQ. 
115 

ConuDCTco, tin xk^ of 1 eoantrr. 

Tfl. 79 

Commooi, Horn ot, pert ttkoa by. 
in th« ImpeicinneDt of Wimn 
rfl, 9, wttdi onr (ha 
kSkln of Indit., 12, detowe 
WuTfl] Hudofi belon th«, 19. | 

ttt oojoidantim in/t fortMuiiK*, I 

14; inquidw in, omoerafaif po- 1 
cuUtkm la IzMUi, 154 1 edra^* I 
tioa of; (0 Ue fiorkc, ^ ( row- 
hdiaQ qC 549 j (ti ^ Ur 
Huthtgi’ erhotoaUty, 457, Mr 

HactlBfr* aOCOMtlOQ afafrett tlwi 

4S2 ) Itt dol^ 465 1 pund the 
rTfokting Act b 1773, tW- 317 , 
dcAuK* of tbo, 4}-]. 

OoQgnM, AiMrkiui, procowfian of 

tl»,TiL4G8. 

Cl wirTK % tettlBwcty of « peraop to 
hb OTTB, tO. 7S. 

OoottUuUai, Britlab, la txeclkae*. 
ni JO 

Ooetnea, p ar p o n fox vUcb tiny 
Traco fitoa, t{U. 30 
CcCTera, Mbi, TflL.401. 

Coote, Sir Eyro, p«Qd()a to. rffl, 
!t67 { till t«U«r to Uif Bo^ tl 
OtkotU, 291 1 coetjmet of. 370. 
Omb mod A Hi hi bid, thatr tnual«r, 
TflL 427 ; Tthifl ol^ {h 
Cork, cztjwa of ktten £m», tQL 

613. 

ConnraHii, Lord, TiL aW. 395- 
404; g o TCT m peot ol^ Tifl. 34 | 
pmren lotnstod to bits, &( in* 
ooiTy Indllatcd fay, 98 1 iHUr 
bvto, 296; iBnlsQaii of, 411; 
oridcDC* d, 413. 

CcmiMiidcl, tici Gormon eCTfl, 
IM. ^ 

Oornrptiotu lyiUm o(; rfl. IK); 

coBacowoea ot, S38 
CoMia Ally Cavn, aordm to fi* 
lJKr^4^, tIL 63 1 * boM eod 
dnifniBC BMUi, 74; reporta ra* 
75; tmiy wifli, 76| 


to iiT<ifcc to til ibmi ef 
Bengal, 77; snudm perpatnad 
far, *5. ( to at&ilcKa tymoy, 
78; toiliQ^LterciftiMEji^idiet 
Peine, B1 ; ver dackrrd Ktlnrt, 
a ( d ef fet ed ^ (be BagBu, 66 ; 
eOha to to ce*K^ A. ; tde «X' 
ptoiOB frns Bengal, rtu. 309, 

CbrmiTfli, prorioelt^ oCefaSibed, 
tUL 874 ; nwtnben of tl, 375 

OoTcRasti, Mat odt by tbe Eert 
Indie Oom way , tH. 138. 

Uia., WtA of Ur. Bo^ to. 
Tin 488, 

Cktae. punlabaant of, tIL 114. 

Or faw ^ cbejTtd e^tot Wama 
Uesdao, m lA 

CkoAa, llr., ■afa^ u a wm -, rfl. 135, 
166; moT oA Ti& A25. ^ 

Cgahq^iao, Mr^ cnetrd e P*tT, 

' Tfii.4»A 

Ontah, roittoia ataie oC tIS. 290. 


Bcactoci^ <17 lixlk *4L 2£3.3t8. 

Oery, Major, ea crfcstel ecbolar, 
TiL 497; aOUejy I^faiea IsUr* 
prter, nil. 1)9 

Dffal Bisf, ea egntt ef Mr ileat* 
lafye, tIL 171; in po*«nekm cf 
the i^eb’e eSeira, 173; Ibe 
eoQDiiittoe’r reco eia icndetiooi e4 
174; aeso envonl 175; ki* 
neetkm la Panca, 176; pre- 
Tlaoes iotnistrd (0 to rfaergr. 
177.160; MngfioerUdtca funned 
by, 178 } to Infamoaa era, 173 ; 
trdnto rxitod by, 181 5 to ly- 
mnjy end o ppr g elw , 191; . 

qnlry iuo to coedact, A. ; tea* 
cuerd a Ctlrmte, 195; to 
detotlm tiare, 200 ; IJlIm rra* 
bUart of e trial •(, 802 ; optEdoi 
ef ton, 200 ; e nwwtrr ef to- 
hpiUy, 4 Q. 

Dfbnit. Mr, pempikt polCaird 
by, Til 451 ; enudrd to in par* 
luoarat, 4^% 

Dwji- p io mg fatBg, pfaclJe* *< tS 

Drier, mriialaeleiy cha/f» tC ril, 
47i 



ITTIT.X. 


DcTLcdp\' Sinp, ihrowTi into prison, 

- viii. 1 15. 

Dfvpjiisni, fJffinitior; of, vii. JOl. 

Dc'nvnct, Willi.rm, letter to, vii. 
•W. -11 1. 

Den.m, or stcwnnl of Uie country, 

vii. WS. 

Dij:ntty, iilcas of, rii. 2?5. 

Din.ipeporo, tr.rn-iictions nl, vii. 
170. -1 1'J ; death of the Hnjnh of, 
170; decision relative to the suc- 
cession, ih. ; Irihutc exacted in, 
151 ; bribes received for, 225, 
225; the prosinco of, 115, IIG; 
jirocecdinps in, 112; power of 
Gunpn Go\-in Sinp in, 113 ; the 
Rajah of, viii. 3S I. 

Donation, publie, forbidden, vii.3G5. 

Dover, Lord, vii, 17C, 

Dow’s Histoty, ridiculous storj' in, 

viii. 107. 

D’Ojley, Sir John, vii. 150; ap- 
pointment of, 3 11 ; cvidcnco of, 
viii. 310; his account of his pro- 
ccedinps, 311, 315 ; offer to, 3 IG; 
intervention of, 351. 

Duncan, Mr., his estimate of the re- 
venue of IJcnarcs, viii. G5 ; re- 
port of, PS, 102. 

Dundas, Mr., resolution moved by, 
viii. 128. 

Durbedpv- Sing, thrown into prij'..n, 
viii. 54, 59, 75 ; bound to furnish 
certain sums, G5 ; his appoint- 
ment, 68 ; pays tlic revenues, 71 ; 
complaints against, 72 ; charac- 
ter of, 75 ; instructions relative 
to, 78 ; hardsliips and indigniUcs 
suffered by, 80 ; debt of, 83 ; his 
death, 84 ; his property conOs- 
cnt»'d, 65. 

Dustuck, or permit, vii. 79. 

East India Company, power of the, 

^ vii. 20; their charters, ib. ; origin 
of the, 22 ; their high preroga- 
tives, 22, 79 ; become a great 
empire, M ; sj-slem of their ser- 
vice, 24; their factories consti- 
tuted into presidencies, ib. ; a de- 
nutation of individuals 25 • their 


cr>5 

spirit of mi'Hopoly, 2G ; ahnsos in 
tht'ir perviee. *2*' ; ruh-a and Inwo 
laid <U>wn for the conduct of Uicir 
fetvatU", 3U ; undue inlluence of 
Warren Unstingsovcrtheir affairs, 
31 ; their inercaulile regtilntions, 
3G ; all their trnn«aclio!ia placed 
on record, 38 ; nature of their 
coii'-liiuiion,! I ; their condition in 
1773, f)5 ; inquiry instituted by, 
G9 ; indignation of the Directors 
of the, 82 ; alarmed at the wars 
in Inilia, SG ; send out Lord Clivo 
to rodro'va the grievances of the 
country, 87 ; and another com- , 
mission to India, in I7G9, 9U; 
thank Mr. Hastings for Ins ser- 
vices,122, 123; desjiafch covenants 
to their servants in India, 132 ; 
institute an inquiry into corrup- 
tions, 111 ; their authority op- 
posed bvMr.IInslings, 112; bribe- 
ry ruinous to their affairs, 2 M ; 
report of Mahomed Reza Khfin 
to, 216 ; forbid the taking of pre- 
sentj, ‘217 ; their directions ns to 
n .Micccseor of Mahomed Reza 
Khun, 2G3 ; their general code of 
instmetions, 271 ; proceedings in 
their prosecutions, 315; censure 
of Uio, 3,33 ; three of their bonds 
called for by Mr. Hastings, 372; 
letter to, 377 ; demand from Mr. 
Hastings an explanation, 399 ; 
frustration of their inquiries, 438 ; 
treaty of Aroph ul Dowlah witli, 
viii. Ill; extract from their re- 
cords, 119; feeling of the Direct- 
ors on the removal of Mr. Bris- 
tow, 122 ; their orders to Mr. 
Hastings, 211 ; letter from, to tho 
board at Calcutta, 243; their 
orders broken, 255; abuses of 
their government, 358 ; disorders 

• of their service, 36’2 ; corruption 
of their servants, 373, 397 ; their 
expenses for a Mahomedan col- 
lege, 411. 

East Indies, oppressions in our pos- 
sessions there, vii. 3 — 9 • disor- 
ders in, 12 ; justice demanded fo 
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Ccrah and Allatabad to tl>c Vi- j 23G; liis letter to tlic Ooturnot 
tier, 427 ; makes peace "wiih llic ] ami rmincil, .VU. 

Mahraltas, 429; breaks the treaty Hydcr Naig, hostilities against, viii. 
of Porunda, 434 ; secret motives 1 431. 

of his actions, ib. 1 

Hecuba, queen of Troy, Tiii. 473. I Imftm, qualities requisite in one, 
Hcdaia, its publication, vii. 497, ! vii. 499. 

Tiii. 12; quoted, 181 — 184, 200. 1 impey. Sir Elijah, n Icgi'-lntor for 
Hillsborough, Earl of, letters of Mr. 1 India, vii. 28; inquiry of, I t", 

Biu-ko to, viii. 465 ; particulars j 349 ; complaint against, 35 1 ; 

respecting, ib. 1 opinion of, 44G ; suit before, viii. 

Hindoos, manners and customs of j 51; orders from, 179; not fit to 

the, vii. 43 ; polity of the, 49. 1 give an opinion on Mahomedan 

Hindoostan, the original inhabitants j law, 182 ; question pul to, 183 ; 

of, vii. 43. 1 letter of Mr, Middleton to, 192 ; 

Hircarrahs, or persons to collect po- I conduct of, 214; his Bccrcl in- 

litical intelligence, viii. 21. j stnictions, 215; nflldavils of, 215 

HolL Mr., endcnco of, viii. 145, 1 — 219; violates the law of hospi- 

2(n, 270, 276. j tality, 220 ; declaration of, 232 ; 

Holwell, Mr., his work on Bengal, J deposition of Hoolas Roi before, 
vii. 48 ; extracts from it, 51 — 53; j 211 ; instrumentality of, 257. 
ambition of, 63; plot formed by, j Imposts, laid upon the people, vii. 
64; designs imputed to, 7 1 ; plan! 116. 
urged on by, 74 ; pious prediction 1 Inchiqnin, Lady, viii. 491, 
of, 78 ; dreadful effect of his in- India, abuses in, vii. 479 ; laws and 
trigues, 79. j rights of the people in, 491 ; threo 

Honour, principles of, vii. 418; kinds of people in, ; Tartarian 
among conspirators, 419. | government of, 494 ; on sovereign 

Hoolas, Roi, instructions to, viii. j power in, viii. G ; stalo of trado 
240 ; confidentially employed by 1 in, 97. 

Mr. Middleton, t6. ; examined 1 Ireland, must bo protected, viii. 487, 
before Sir Elijah Impey, 241. I state of affairs in, 517 ; dislrncted 
Hoshmund Ali Khfin, reprimanded, j state of, 523 ; faction in, 521, 

viiL 272. j cause of her evils, 525, 

-Hospitality at Moorshedabad, vii. 1 Irish, their privileges, viii. 4BC, 

147. I Ishmacl Beg, negotiation with, viii. 

House of Commons. See Com- 1 148 ; depredations in his juris- 

• mons. j diction, 149. 

House of Lords. See Lords. j 

Howe, Lord, glorious victory of, Jacobinism, cause of, viii. ,527. 

viiL^20. j Jacobins, English, faction of the. 

Hudson, Mr., inquiries made of,viL viii. 481, 

477. j Jafilcr Ally Kbfin, death of, vii, 254. 

HMsey, the R?v. Dr., letter of Mr. 1 J^ggerdoo Sing, his appouitmont as 
Burke to, viii. 434. naib, viii, 55, 85, 91 ; displaced 

Hussey’s pastoral letter, viiL 517. from office, 94. 

Hyder Ally, desolates iho Carnatic, Jaghircs, nature of, cxpliilnod, vlli. 

viiL 432, 102; confificaled by Mr, llnoi- 

Hyder Beg Kbfin, extract of a let- ings, 104 ; on the rcBumption of, 
. terfroi^ viii. 134, 192; statement 109, 

respecting, 203; testimony of, Jaquco, Captain Iconard, hla coi 



610 


ITDBt, 


icfpoadtsce vitli Mr UlddWtoa, t! 1. 13J -lU | tke ^rUte cotifl 
t1£. 197, 106 ; Ms latter* to Ur of Ur 166 1 kk 

Jo braoTt , 2S8. ecamotof bribet, lO; ceent bt* 

Jeapa, or obSntloDa, tIL 78. nmcMmaod Ur H**dap,S80) 

Jmi and Bcbar AU KbUu ra ^aklflea tbe QraDpaiiya artotnli, 

imeha. aimted. Tlli 191 IMi 3s:i^887,40O->40e, 41S) c^aA 

rite tbtlr b<mu for £600,000, of hi* letter 433 1 hla axph^- 

i94{thnnnitBtopTl>OD,197,196t tfooB,437; examfajed Intbe tlooao 
condocd for a nar, 203 1 releiaed orComatoDB, 47S 
SOI , kUero/^CapUfai Oorjoa to LalaiBt All RhAa, la cbatfe of tk* 
iitinhah3iea,rBLt6S,2B9, eu- 
JoeoHS, Ur., Till. 131 — 139 1 hta doaroim to appaate thalr da 
letter to Major Ol^in, 300 { hia tBoon, 373. 
kUen to tlM coomandhn of Leoraxce, Dc.,Uttera of Ur Boihe 
fictf of tha (nurl, 20 ( , oQtiaea to, tQL 491—4^ 497~439, 602 
of; 303, hli vfeMcoadaet.8r4( —606, 609-611, 519 
letter* uCeptabi Leoocrd Jaqaca Laa', beitefiU of rlL 104. 
to, i08 , cbarjea i^nioft. 391 Lava of Bii^laod, far the ptsv u 
Jae^S^prtndsal Mrtcroaofhla vaQ u for the rlc!^ riL iB.* 
boote mordoed tIL 76 ( teatl Lavren, |lcf 7 of the |nat one* la 
iaoD7of,3f6(hladecUTati^3l6. iha emmtiy, rfi. 309 ; do not ad 
rnaioa, aothoT oC rlEi 451 Tlae a prtaecaiian, 3(3. 

roftlca, tha aunbote ai, riL 333 ( LenuittK, kir., rlfi. 
ctraMB Mat oC 390i ccci*ldaTa« l.eTce*Ur. Ur.. rexMixnrtaee aC tS. 
lias* Tlii. m i4d|Tffi.8I6. 

LU* jmomtBC* cf the datlcs 
Raaon, & part of the UabooedaB ^ 349. 

Uv,rS.117 LAdaQ.os rrtlTlii|{t* laporlaiKe, 

EaUarta aod CoUum 8b% Bajahi; HU. 463. 

appoiotmest of, rlL 22& Lceda, lioeae ct, trU of WarTro 

Keo^ Tboaiaa, Eaq., letter of Ur Uutlofi in the, HL 8; po*ai of 
Bnrka to. Till. b%L tha,15| appeal of Ur Boika to, 

EhAn Jeh&o Khin, aala of as ol&ee 465. 

to, Hi. I5I LoQfhboroofL Lord, lattar of Ur 

Khereed, narnaoah of; tKL 99 Borka to, HIl. 626. 

khocrd or laarrr palaee, H3. l.or>t. l^ora, trial of, HS. 333- 
^1, ladia* fai the^ 2G3 — zC8| Locknaol ids of OuitM 

lh^ treatment, 373— 376, Baboo, tfl. 219 

Kfaqi; Dot accoontabla ia ihl* eo«B' I.«c]a(nr cat tba appofailiBaet cf 
tT 7 for fab acHooa, HI. lUl. Ur Brbtov at, tUL 130) Ctlba* 

KiiaesacciTe, road to Hi 321 sal at, 1S5. * 

Knox, Oipta^ arldenea of, rfi. 70 Ltusades, Ur., HS. 139 
^-73. LtafatBHOi Ur,,liDptkatteQ oiHi 

Konm, precept* of the. Hi 105 . C9j affldaHl mad* by, 70) ^** 
poHUonof, 73, 

La Fiyetlo, coodaet oL tQL bOl. LrutrtU, Oeaerd t 6L fiOI 
Lanfi, laiae eatfaate ot the^ Tmloe, i 
Hi 220—222. I UacdeaAdd. Lead, bapaa rha aeat 

l^pvine, hat antnl in lodla, HL I oLla 1735, Hi 11 1 fab ro*opt*l*t 
2 ti j H tfa« Coauroca, 466^ aeateoea 

Ur.y AceoiB)tasl.Oesenl, I puaad ttpoe, HU. 43B, 





T'-vr, ■»,; lJj^ 

, ■i'!, t ;» fiair-l-r:*" (t', 
lUfj; ^tr.. A x{ Mr, 

Ha*;.' ^-.. i. r.‘>; I"",':'-: t’ 

Hv ft - K 1.1 {; Uv-^ 

it\ iri t' r Vu r* (,». 1 ‘ . j 

n-j < !t>-r-'“t •, vi >. 

>U5, U;i-r I ? . ; .•\ j;r r f, t ji. 

5'JJ. 

V, ,> "■■i.r i!/ J 5 *.r*. r r f. 

5'>. 

^• ! lv;‘. t-. m:; vi 

), \',i, '■1. Ill; \0'. 

; «<**.* . <!* ) ‘I'N •‘‘A* 

(ivj'u'.v ••'.cw .i!(l 
I r t:,' r.-.'', It'l-.T Mn, 

in;: -• ( r n l*i ; Jt-.- 

ir-ij'* 1 1'.<, IJl, .1'.“* 

'>^'•■■1 ; 'u'l.U*', 111 ; ,l 

hv Mr. tl.Viirr’', ^it. 

.lil; rfi'.-.l rTj;ni v !<i;t 

1*1/; ll.c jH'l; ' >f Drir 
rxlT.'.i rntfAUri' of. 

<!$*>; t},"!!*. ft?.!".'!. ; tin, 

11); Jti)]'!;', ‘.ill''; ^i^i. 
31 1 ; list i’.r.itr;;r< . \ii. ‘j-M* ; cir’.-i 
t'f Xtulrilfr ftp.!:;'!. 2*1) ; hd fn‘- 

/jtiitl.il, 3'.'3 : 'iiJ. 3l'J ; tici oijtlt 

CCtti'it.w'J fif lltm. >ti. ;i.Tl ; l;r In 
trai,*) .Ti7 ; .t iHfi/' rv- 

j !u-r, 'iti. 317 ; ojiUr.cr i.f, •l'>' ; 
iil» !<-'!!in(inv t''rir'.in;; tl.c Ma» 

5;f,:r-< J.Mi cwk?'', -111. 

Mft’iMin'd.n:) coV.f^r, founiltJ ftt 

C-ilcutin, Aiti. I'.'l, -iK*. 

S'-'" its cx- 

tir.ctiori, viii. .337. 

Ma1i(>nu'!5tui‘', ainoiip ihj, vii. 
43S; in IJeiipal, viii. 3)G ; Hnp- 
li*-!! intcrcNi in, 307. 

Malir.vtta.*’, criicUy of Uic, vii. 31; 

pi-.-fte ninde V!itlt Uic, viii. 420. 
Mnlmcsbnrv', Lord, his niisNion to 
iho king of Pnissin, viii. 420. 
hVilonc, Edward, letter of Mr. 

Burke to, vii. 490, 

Markham, Mr., consultation with, 
viii, 13; opinion of, 22; com- 
munications to, 43; authority 
given to, 51, 120; clandestine 
KtrrcBifondcncc ■with, 5G, 72 ; no- 


nn 

. air ) ti> Ui*' ivNldmey ftt J),-- 
, : ajr-., Is ; piftcr.! f.v. r the y-.uiti; 

Uvah. {•.'--<.7; p; rr j-ri'< :ilf4 

! t>i. )•; ; ri'a.pl-ii'Jt .‘■l ; 

i--;!*; i.i ,Mr. Hr." lii '.-'i tu, 

I ( .i-.-rlr.! l,y .^tt. lti!,;t, 1 ; 
t J-'i; t iijl.ri !(, Liuuja', 

‘’z. 

t r.'!i;'h. |)iii,eo!", tiit. .'i03. 

I Mautv, .\hW-, ]iiN n r"< liTN. tiii.4T5 

r'S'r;,’;,. s. ;j ,,J (),,• Nal eh of Bi li- 
ra!. 'u. ts'i — tiT ; ftud to luvo 
l'<-- u kil!r.l l._\ a iUn’i Ilf hshiiunp, 
#•••* 

M' • r .fr.d.'T, ,'«!;aii..n's with, vii, 

t'l; u,iitd<-tri!, fit; (Irini'e of, 
2K>; \iu. all; dejnn.aiiojt ap. 

lo r.xi'c lits ran to the 
luhahdatJy. Mi. 2 1.'>. 

Mi!i:p N'ciain, Itnjah, nppi'inli il to 
t!i.’ poM tnmiitl t>f Brnart-, viit. 
53; p'titiou from, bl. 

Mil!, had, alu.vy.v rmploycd for cul 
r miN, ' II. IhT'. 

Mi'ldlrton, Mr., tlir a'e'ocinlc of Mr. 
nniimfN, vii. 117; suin rtceivr d 
hyU'.tl, 322; ii[ij'uititc<i resident 
at Oude, Viii. 122; ddjilartd 
frein ofiiee, 127 ; man, apes tlio 
mr>;iey - Iran*, actions, 12>i; liis 
pr£m)[>liiude to obey iho tfovem- 
or.fieiieral, 159; usiiqi’i ilie Ka- 
bnb'» povernmtnl, ICS ; letters of, 
109 — 171, 19,5; confi-sentions or- 
dered by, 174; orders ofMr.IIast- 
hips to, 17.5 ; bis acts of violence, 
IbO; fitatemcnl of, 191, 192; bis 
letter to Sir Klijali impey, tfi. ; 
Bcveritics of, 19G; bis letter to 
Captain Leonard Jnqncs, ]97; 
reply to it, ib. ; letter of Major 
Gilpin to, 193; his reply, 199; 
his wicked conduct, 214 ; his in- 
stmetions to Iloolaa Uoi, 240 ; 

• npreement made by, 2G5 ; boun- 
tihil present olTcrcd to, 3S9;_ ac- 
cusation against, 390; found 
guilty, 393. 

Miller, James, agent of Mr. Host- 
ings, vii. 43G. 

Milton, Lord Viscount, letter of Mr, 


Sirf>w1,«T to, QQ tb« Qfe knd viit' 
ioa of Ur. Bmke, Tfi. 1. 
UioMcd tnd Jubo^M, h 1* ef tbelr 
offleot, T& 86. 

injibeu, Ocmnt tB. 476. 

Uim Sbllffp* mn iTwjtan Wi^ 

bla. Till. 19a 

UotHuiok-ol'Davit, tQ. 2U t bit 
fanpnjptt neqTri»iC t Mi,331i maooy 
lent to, 344 { toeCB^ ntuftmtt 
DfrwU^ Tlil. 313 1 UUm of Ur. 
Uutfnca to, 3b>— S14 
Uofol Bitijtlrd, frmt cbaittr frotn 
tbir, tIL 21 ; drll vui to the, 
63} laiUtDtMoflu CraDdar, 106 ; 
twft of tlM, 485. 

Uebn Permod, btaited, tQ. 65) 
bean vitiuH uiloft N (EOdcocMr. 
146. 

Uozichlr. trsalj oC rlL 80 < dim- 
ttwarnoo auatd bj it, 
liooioe, Colooeb riL 149" IMr 
^^dealh,163, 180,303,3251 rU. 

Ucmlm^al^ CTppodtion of, tOL 

Uoanbadabad, tbe OrfUtb tne^ 
b«for«, tU. 64 | Um aeal ef tbo 
oailra fortmoMct, 91 1 CovscH 
ot, reie au* tt. fb ( c w acO of, 
broken np b 7 Ur. Hutini:*, 179 1 
axpcmlTe mUtUliunrat Rhes to 
Ur. Bettfatp U, 19 > — 318 
UortlltT, reocrapbkal. pka tQ. 

H 114) 5^ 

UcoTfizi, Oobvel, letter to, tBL )71L 
316. 

Uott, Ur.,dread/al Ills «f. ril. 79 
kloroAr Jaoc, Nabob, cooeklat* 
to,Tifl. 148. 

Un^ 0‘ilen,prof<*Mor at CUootta, 
Tlk. 40Q I tQnKd OQt of office, 

411 

Knar Befrnn, bcr aoca ncwiinatrd 
to tb« IbroDO of Dental, tDL 8t) 
appoinlBaiit i tren lo, 143 { bribea 
£4 ws, 147 f rihei to the isaesod 
155 1 her ctcratlan, *65, 306, 826 j 
toer blsLO^, 966} tQL 318 } nai 
paid for am aKulntaifnt te tbo 
r^}ahahip, lU. *73) kttcr el^ 


387 } annrei ct, 291 1 bcr 
deoce, 99* } bet inard luttblp o< 
tba Nabob. SQ; r^ 318; ed 
pot to ber ftO fet uum nt, tB. 831) 
aDovance made to, 326 ; tarprj 
oft letter from, 356; partksWa 
mpeettzK tSL 189{ k^coooex' 
Icaw, 19a 318; tdadaktratiba 
of 836, 343, 617 { her ebanetcr, 
Bi7 1 a ■wrtfmanlal hdj, S(9\ a 
dealer In enfrltj, A. 

Umuo, Sir Hector. tQL 400 

Uortna Khto, ateratios of rtb 

2 t«. 

Uoetaiilia KhUi. iiopiiaQiiiQeat of 
tW. 143. 

U^Txa Ilpder ADj, dHtrm of tIB. 

Nabob of Beseal, rlalta tba B^tiik 
eTnzuBxadcr.a<}Jef ril 16) rz> 
trmordisjErj pfoeodtioa cf A.| 
oompalled (o abitcaie hla coots* 
Bent, 77 ) mtorsd (e It, 82. 

Kalb, the office of ria 37. 

Kaileca, eea hv ^ tQ. 1*1. 

Nluaal. lixBliSeauea of tba venf 
TCi.331. 

Nobkiaaea, lUjih. brlba Croo, tB. 
X35 ) mm die boned b 7 , 39 1 , 393 1 
istnsdad vllb ibe snnanrnauol 
an InmoTtaat dlatilct, 391) ra* 
ploTtd in fooadlt a UahoBcdan 
CDUrta. Tia. 194. 

Knddea. proriaca of rU. 416. 431, 
4 % 

N^^trtg or ansed aoUkr, rlB. 

Kodj^re Kbbn, rteppafa of bit 
petitloB, tDL 438, 

Kandfionar. RaJah, bli high rank, 
tB. 63) Id# iitappcriiled*kop<% 
64} taken p rla o ^ to Cblcoto. 
8Sj charm Ur. llaatteti «Bb 
brfoetT, A.} Ui treat aoeV** 
Ur, 111) character oC 143; U# 
dadoearre cf fftehiSec, Jit; 
barfed »Uh eoojplranr, 145) 
haat^ for forRery, 146, 161 1 
Till 355 ; Imi cwUfmd tn. eS 
lUl ) hUdufte atabw^Mr. llw^ ’ 
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ings, 273 ; tu'i. 26, 399 ; letter of, 
Tii. 275: evidence of, i6.; re- 
iisal of Mr. Hastings to confront 
him, 279; ■pronounced to be a 
UTetch, 280; objecticftis to his 
political character, 283 ; letter of 
Munny Begum in support of his 
evidence, 287 ; imprisoned by 
order of Mr. Hastings, 288. 

Nundulol), character of, vii. 431. 

Nuszer, or tribute of aclmo'wlcdg- 
ment, vii. 248. 

OfBcers, British, character given of, 
by Mr. Hastings, viii. 150. 

Offices, wholesale sale of, -eii. 140. 

Oliver, Mr., his corruptions, viii. 
464. 

Oossa^n Sing, declared naib, viii. 
38 ; accusations of, 68. 

Opinion, empire and law of, vii. 44. 

Oriental metaphor, beauties of, vii. 
2.38. 

Osborne, Major, command given 
to, viii. 146; depredations of, 
149. 

Oude,prince';3e3 of, cruelly imprison- 
ed, vii. 123 ; money taken from the 
Nabob of, 396, 41 5 ; bribe from, 
422; supposed intrigues •with him, 
•viii. 14 ; province of, 104 ; some 
account of, 106 ; condition of its 
inhabitants, 107 ; flourishing state 
of, 109; ascendency of Mr. Hast- 
inp in, 118; revenue of, 138; 
the zemindars of, 140; rebellion 
in, 142 ; causes that led to it, ib . ; 
ruination of the kingdom of, 157 ; 
usurpations in, 178—287 ; disor- 
ders and confusion in, 291. 

^Palmei^ Major, viii. 134; enormous 
salary given to, 157. 

Parents, their love of their children, 
141. 

Paris, the parliament of, viii. 440. _ 

Parliament, on the powers of, vii 
229 ; evasion^of an act of, 364. 

Paterson, Mr,,” his report on the 
state of Kungpore, viL 186; his 
appointment as commissioner in 


Bengal, 193 ■ inquires into the 
conduct of Dcbi Sing, 194; his 
reports thereon, 195 ; accusations 
against, 197 ; his efforts rendered 
abortive, 201 ; his patlielic Me- 
morials, 202. 

Patience, a great virtue in n go- 
vernor, viii. 157. 

Patna, massacre at, vii. 81 ; letter 
from, 376. 

Patronage, on the influence of, viii. 
154, 

Peculation, vii, 126, 140; disclo- 
sures of, 144 ; not a military vice, 
viii. 151. 

Persia, the nnrsciy of the Mahome- 
dan nobility, viii. 108. 

Pescush, or fine, vii. 170, 172, 248. 

Pigot, Lord, governor of Jladras, 
■vii. 60. 

Pitt, Mr., policy of, ■viii. 498. 

Plassey, battle of, vii. GO. 

Ponsonby, Mr., character of, viii. 
519; his plan of parliamentary 
reform, 520. 

Popham, Colonel, vdii. 36 ; slato- 
ment of, 229. 

Portland, Duke of, vii. 511, 516. 

Porunda, treaty of, viii. 430, 433. 

Power, on tho abuse of, vii. 11, 19, 
253 ; of the East India Company, 
20; arbitrary exorcise of, 96, 
485 ; viii. 8, 69, 364 ; its defini- 
tion by Mr. Burke, 99. 

Presents, punishment for taking, vii. 
105; three kinds of, in the East, 
248. 

Protestants, two kinds of, viii. 488, 

Providence, dispensations of, vii. 
233. 

Provincial Councils, appointment 
of, in India, vii. 163, 203, 207. 

Prudence, the first of all virtues, ■vii. 
161. 

Prussia, king of, his military ar- 

*rangement3, ■viii. 453. 

Punishments in India, vii. 498. 

Purling, Mr., an assertion of, viii. 
167 ; evidence of, 241. 

Pumea, an extensive pro^vince, vjL 
176 ; rigours and exactions in. ii 
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TUdirant, temhv3>r. Ids teiUmony 
to (ii« cbancfv of Warroa Hi«t- 
fag^nL 238i TfiL 887| otrtlfl- , 
cate o{^ tU. 4^ I 

Ragonant Rev, tla otabSdimeBL ; 
■rfiL43B. 

or jabcee of Hladooetan. 
•oiniit to Tanierliiia, tQ. 61 , 
thd/ atipnlitlcna, ih, f iidj infia 
endal poritke, S3 1 tJKrta ilMir 
rigtiti, M, 

Bal^ Sir Waltvr. tIL 438 
Ramiraiii, moiderea by Ally 
Oavn, tQ. 79 

Baconli, pabUo, tbeir great raliu^ 
tU,S 7— to 

ReUglan, tliehi|^cttaetcrCvlb931 
RmmaiU, rOlMft ol^ rUL 100. 
Kemfs, daftnliAop of, tIL 471 
Rereoi^ coUaetkn of, ta Bennl, 
tIU 237 } okoAa of obtaizimf; 
3S3 ( eonmltua o4 at Galcatta, 
▼flL 377,878. 

RerohiLkai Sodetr, tUL 474 
Rc^ldi, 6tr ioahita, verka «C ^ 

Rieotiad CSwvdrT, rlL 219 
^bbary, oUled a Au tIL 62. 
Rociianam, 1^/, eiiadtT of, rtS. 
49L 

RoekiB^Am, Uar^oU Ui Criead* 
aUp for llr Baike, rB. I—4t 
leitenofilr Barkatij,TlH.417— 
457 

ItohRU salioo, nld to tbo Vlzter, 
tUL 42&— 1.88. 

Roman CaUteflea, rifhti of Uta, riL : 

a. 

RetBana, tnan of Iba, rfi. 431. 

IloMa, var of tbfi, tU, 63. 

Ber Radacbtmw a fpoia tateet o4 
tDLJWL 

Rotaananunaa, or teaUraonW, vfi. ! 

4161 Tia.386— IIS. 

Ug aa pora, emelty aad lortora M I 
riL IW, 187{ faaarrtctiontn, 

RoMla, her gorfinunent and ara»< 
MTI, tBL 4^ 

•aadit AR KUo. crimb^tko 
rUim 22L 233 


;St. Jokn, Ur.TU.450. 

Bakr Jnnr. Ulo Kabotfa oodt, 
166. 

Salaet, Uland oi; tSL 433. 

Barer, Ur^ Ui optska coomslai 
Ur HttiiagM' aaidaet, nL 816. 

Seotl, Ui}or, paper do fl re i a d br, hi 
fiTocrafUr IlaatbA rU. 293 t 
an agent of Ur. Haad^'a, 37St 
InlmogmUa of^ 412 j recerda 
kept hi bla trtmk, rlE. 110 — 127t 
lal— 185, 3S6— 241. 

Scale, the tlaec^ atorr of the,TU. G5, 
44i— (79 

Beknadorpoor, pergnzzoah of, riiL 
99. 

BenUk, kmed by Debt Stag, rU 


Sbab Oianlia, titter to tb* Xabob 
Mabnb nl Jnof, rSL 318, ^ 

Sbar*, Bebnms, tAa chief ofa tribe, 
tU. 112. 

Sbawt^ Dt., anecdote roUlad by, 

8be«. Sir Geo»t», rUL 499 

Sbdbotxie faot^ erodoct of tkr, 
rm, 4$i. 

SUtabroT, Mr^ lmprlK Pcd, riL 2C3 
—293. 

Sborr, Sir Jobs, adky preaidntef 
lb* eomahi^ rU. atate* 
BKstoC 20? { mlsntaol^ rlH. 35<2 
376,895 

Sltoatiooa. emolaaest from, VR. 37. 

Smith. Ur., agent to Warm Hast* 
lart, Tfl. 2DU. 

Smith. Ur , a toCcilor to the East 
lodta OOttpany, tB. 310 

SoQ. propcTtke ^tBI. 450. 

SoQ. a ilare to bit father tU. 31C. 

Socbtlia, Of rieeraytof Bengal, tE. 
6t • 

Splet and onderayeota, empkjed hi 
ladhL, rfl. 40 ( Tin.E 

Subka, Mr., mhrato entered Ir^ rfi. 
taaj hia account of Dcolm, 
tUL S7{ the friecd and oQrv» 
of Ur. Hattkn. 139. 2t3| 
rridcTKO oC 2531 ea the eoodart 
ofibtBeriw.SMI m&iwtk« 
oCt5L • 





ir ul Hoo Khfiu, ndministra- 
1 of, vii. 331 ; olficc nnd salary 
-viii. 334; supported by the 
vemor, 336 ; letter of, 33G ; 
ioiity given to, 337 ; trcal- 
nt of, 349. 

ilk. Lord, bigli character of,vii. 
6 . 


Tribute, augmentation of, viii. 52. 
'turkey, frontier provinces of, vii. 
454, 

Turks, Emperor of the, vii. 105; 

his powers ns nsoverei^, lOG. 
Tyranny in Rungporc, vii. 185 ; tho 
nature of, 16G. 


h Dowlnh, Vizier, prize-money 
oposed to be given by, vii. 363 ; 
)wcr8 of, viii. 8 ; his elevation, 
i ; tyranny of, 29 ; war with, 46 ; 
stored to his dominions, 88 ; 
haracter of, 106 j his immense 
jvenue, 109 ; his death, 1 It), 
95 ; his large family, t5. ; treat- 
leiil of his women and children, 
^9. 

itoer, Mr., member of the Coun- 
:il, vii. 250 ; opinion of, viii. 365. 
rajah w Dowlnh, fall of, vii. 54 ; 
policy of, 59 ; attacks and takes 
[he British fort at Calcutta, ib. 
sknesser, pergunnah of, viii. 100. 
dft. Dr., n rough satirist, viii. 350. 

imerlane, his invasion of Hindoos- 
tan, vii. 50; submission of the 
rajahs or princes to, 51 ; frees 
the Hindoos from the capitation- 
tax, ib. ; no barbarian, 52 ; poucy 
pursued during his dynasty, 53 ; 
the Institutes of, 108. 
onjore, revenues of the king of, 
TiiL 465. 

'antalus, entertainment of, vii. 320. 
'avemier, the traveller, vii. 1 14 ; 
barbarous act related by, 115. 
''emple, Lord, viii. 448. i 
rhamas Kouli Khfln, atrocities per- 
petrated by, vii. 54. 
fimour the Tartar, Institutes of, 
vii. 497. 

Toleration, Act of, viii. 455: ideas 
456. 

Townshend, Charles, Esq., letter of 
Mr. Burke to, viii. 451. 

Trade, its ruinoiia effecu in Bengal 
vii. 80. 

Traveller in Bengal, precautions for 
his safety, ni. 4-3. 
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Upton, Col., treaty made by, viiu 
430, 433, 436. 

Vnckicls, agents or aitomcys, vii. 
140. 

Vnnsittart, hir., vii. 62, 63, 74, 75 ; 
President of Bengal, 80. 

Vatlel, on tbe brcacli of ngreementd, 
viii. 10. 

Vcrclst, Governor, integrity of, vii. 
90, 385. ' ■ 

V crrinc Orations, instruction derived 
from llie, viii. 407. 

Vcrulam, Lord, vii. 467. 

Virgins, violation of, vii. 189. 

Wallar Jan, Nabob, usurpation of 
his rights, viii. 113, 

War, calamities of, >-iii. 468. 

Walts, Hugh, vii. 69. 

Wealth, enormous, brought from 
India, •vni. 17. 

Westminster School, a noble semi- 
nary, viL 120, 121. 

Whelcr, Mr., his death, vii, 163; 
authority of, viii. 32; his le'l‘, 
on the conduct of the Begums, 253. 

Whigs, the old and the new, vii. 5. 

Widow, her inheritance seized, vii 
221 . 


Wilkes, Mr., promise of, viii. 463. 
Williams, Captain, orders Mustapba 
Khfln to be beheaded, viii. 143 ; 
statement of, 231 ; charges against. 


Wilmot, Mr., committee of, viii, 

.^ 3 . 

Windham, Mr., eloquent speech of. 
viii. 508. ’ 


Wisdom, always practical, vii. 1, 
Wives, number of, in the East, viii, 
110 . 


Wombwell, Jlr., evidence of, viii. 
241. 
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Notes of Bishop Hurd, Portrait, 
and 8 Plates of Medals and Coins. 
Edited by H. G. Bohn. 6 vols. 
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^SOHTLDS, The Dramas of. 
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Anna SwanWick. 4th Edition, 
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The Tragedies of. Trans- 
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ology. Enlarged by Dr. Wright. 
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ALITERI’S Tragedies. Tran<'- 
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Edition, with 57 Steel Engravings. 
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Wood Engravings. 5J. 
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Thoughts of. Trans, literally, 
with Notes and Introduction by 
George Long, M.A. 3J. 6d, 

APOLLONIUS RHODIUS. 
‘The Argonautlca.’ Translated 
by E. P. Coleridge, B.A. 

APPIAN’S Roman History. 
Translated by Horace White, 
M.A., LL.D. With Maps and 
Illustrations. 2 vols. 6s. each. 

APULBIUS, The Works of 
Comprising the Golden Ass, God 
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course of Magic. S'*'- 

ARIOSTO’S Orlando Pmioso. 
Translated into English Verse by 
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Steel Engravings. 2 vols. 51. each 

ARISTOPHANES’ Comedies. 
Translated by W. J. Hickie. 2 
vols. Sr. each. 
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each. 

L— Viodlcatloa of Natural So- 
ciety — Euay DO the Snb- 
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BXIRTON (Sir R. P.) Personal 
Narrative of a Pilgrimage to 
Al-Madlnali and, Meooah. By 
Captain Sir Richard F. Burton, 
K.C.M.G. With an Introduction 
by Stanley Lane- Poole, and all 
the original Illustrations. 2 vols. 
3^. 6d. each. 

This is the copyright edi- 
tion, containing the author’s latest 
notes. 

BUTLER’S (Biahop) Analogy of 
Religion, Natural and Revealed, 
to the Constitution and Course of 
Nature; together with two Dis- 
sertations on Personal Identity and 
on the Nature of Virtue, and 
fifteen Sermons. 31-. (id, 

BUTLER’S (Samuel) Hudlbras. 
With Variorum Notes, a Bio- 
graphy, Portrait, and 28 Illus- 
trations. 5r. 
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nma AT?., Oommentaries on the 
Glallio and OlvU Wars. Trans- 
lated by W. A. McDevitte, B.A. 
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OAMOENS’ Lualad ; or, the Dis- 
covery of India. An Epic Poem. 
Translated by W. J. Mickle. Sth 
Edition, revised by E. R. Hodges, 
M.C.P. 3r. (id. 

OARAPAtS (The) of Maddaloni. 
Naples under Spanish Dominion. 
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AlfrSd de Reumont. 3r. (id. 

CARLYLE’S Prenoh Revolution. 
IJdited by J. Holland Rose, 
Litt.D. Illus. 3 vols. 55. each. 

Sartor Resartus. With 75 

Illustrations by Edmund J. Sul- 
livan. 5^- 

OARPENTER’S (Dr, W. B.) 
Zoology. Revised Edition, by 
W. S. Dallas, F.L.S. With very 
numerous Woodcuts. Vol. I. 6r. 
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Vegetable Physiology and 
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Edition, by E. Lankester, M.D., 
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Animal Physiology. Revised 
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Woodcuts, dr. 

CASTLE (E.) Schools and 
Masters of Pence, from the 
Middle Ages to the End of the 
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Complete Bibliography. Illus- 
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Vigil of Venus. A Literal Prose 
Translation, 5r, 
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CERVANTES’ Don Quixote de 
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CHAUCER’S Poetical Works, 
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Uonary. Containing Concise 
Notices Upwards of 15,000) of 
Eminent Persons of all Ages and 
Countries. By Thompson Cooper, 
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M.A., F.R.S. Rensed edition 
by John Wade. 3 vols. 3r. 6<y. 
each. 

An Allas of the plans of 
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CRAIK’S (G, L.) Pursuit of Know- 
ledge under Difficulties. Illus- 
trated by Anecdotes and Memoirs. 
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An Acannt of the mkvi Guaei 
aod CoflCNaf anoeiated whh Dif* 
(emit Dan of the Year In the 
Britlih bha, arropsed accor diae 
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Emerson’S Works cotuhmed. 

III. — Society and Solitude — Letters 
and Social aims — Miscel- 
laneous Papers (hitherto 
uncollected) — May Day, 
and other Poems. 

ELLIS (G.) Speolmons of Early 
English. Metrloal Eomances. 
With an Historical Introduction 
on the Rise and Progre,ss of 
Romantic Composition in France 
and England. Revised Edition. 
By J. O. Halliwell, F.R.S. 51. 

ENNEMOSEE’S History of 
Maglo. Translated by William 
Howilt. 2 vols. 5r. each. 

EPI<?TETITS, Tho Disoouraes of. 
With the Encheiridion and 
Fragments. Tr.anslated by George 
Long, M.A. 5 j, 

EURIPIDES. A New Literal 
Translation in Prose. By E P. 
Coleridge, M.A. 2 vols. 55. each. 

EUTROPIUS.— 5« Justin. 

EUSEBIUS PAMPHILUS, 
EcoleslaBtioal History of. Trans- 
lated by Rev. C.F. Cruse, M.A. $s. 

EVELTN’S Diary and Corre- 
spondendence. Edited from the 
Original MSS. by W. Bray, 
F.A.S. With 45 engravings. 4 
vols. Sr. each. 

PAIRHOLT’S Costume in Eng- 
land. A History of Dress to the 
end of the Eighteenth Century. 
3rd Bdition, revised, by Wscount 
Dillon, Y.P.S.A. Illustrated with 
above 700 Engraving.s. 2 vols. 
5r,each. 

FIELDING’S Adventures of 
Joaepli Androvrsand hia Friend 
Mr. Abraham Adams. With 
Cruikshank’s Illustrations. 3^. 6d. 

History of Tom Jones, a 

Foundling. With Cruikshank’s 
Illustrations. 2 vols. 3r. 6d. each. 

Amelia. With Cruikshank’s 

Illustrations. Jr. 


FLAXMAN’S LeoturesonSculp- 

j ture. By John Finxman, R.A. 

; With Portrait and 53 Plates. 6s, 

i 

FLORENCE of WORCESTER’S 
Chronicle, with the Two Con- 
tinuations : comprising Annals of 
English History', from the De- 

^ p.nrture of the Rom.ans to the 

' Reign of Edward I. Translated 
by Thomas Forester, M.A. 5x. 

i FOSTER'S (John) Life and Cor- 
respondence. Edited by J. E. 
Ryland. 2 vols, 3s. 6d. each. 

Critical Essays. Edited by 

J. E. Ryland. 2 vols. 3X. 6d. 
each. 

Essays : on Decision of Cha- 

mclcr ; on a M.an’s writing Me- 
moirs of Himself ; on the epithet 
Romantic ; on the aversion of 
Men of Taste to Evangelical Re- 
ligion. 3x, 6d, 

— “ Essay s on 1 he Evils of Popular 
Ignorance ; to which is add^, a 
Discourse on the Propagation of 
Christianity in India. 3s. 6d. 

Essays on the Improvement 

of Time. With Notes of 
Sermons and other Pieces. 
3x. 6d. 

GASPARY’S History of Italian 
Literature. Translated by Her- 
man Oelsner, M.A., Ph.D. 
Vol. I. Jr, 6d. 

GEOFFREY OP MONMOUTH, 
Chronicle of . — Ses Old English 

* Chronicles. 

GESTA ROMANORUM. or En- 
tertaining Moral Stories invented 
by the Monks, Translated by the 
Rev. Charles Swan Revised 
Edition, by Wynnard Hooper, 
B.A. Sr. 

GILDAS, Chronicles oi.~See Old 
English Chronicles. , 
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Ah AlpkahtUcttl List of Books 


mBoira imoujm uki faU of | 
tb* Bosun Ibnptr*. Cotsf^eU 
\3mbddctdt iiilb VarlonDa j 
No(m. Ed&d by a I 

Quoduian Whh a Map* aod I 
Portrait 7 toU. y 6A eicii. ! 
(HLBABlTfl Hlrtoxy, PrtndpWt, 
uut Praotloe of Tiawtrtnj Bt 
Ibe kte T ^V GflUrt K kA. 
New Edukio, rct boA ^ A. S- 
Ulnhlf. a voU. lor 
aHj BLUS Tb* AdTontorM oC 
TmuUicd bora tbe Preocfa of 
L«*te by Smolktt. Will *4 
EocriTUcgt oQ St*d after Smbke, 
ami iQ Rchfoci by Georce Crafk ( 

aiBALBVfl QAbfBREKSIfl 
Blftorloal Works. Traodaied 
by Tb. Foiotcf, kt-A,, and & 
It. Cott lIoar«4 Rerbed Edkkio. 
Edited by Tbosm Wri^bt, M A, 
FAA j/ 

aOUTHS'B TabiL Part 1 Get 
CBaaText with lUyvardSi Pr«*e 
Trunlatfcc and Koto. Rarbed 
by C A Btebbeimt Pti.D y 
QOETHini Works. TrsoiUted 
Into EofUib by nrioot batidt. 

14 eoU. 31 6y eadi 
I and 11 .— AstoUc^phy and 
Anoalv 

III — Fawt Two Pan*, com 

plcte- (Swanwick ) 

IV — KoTtb and Talc*. 

V— .ViTUrtlm MeUter* Apprco 
licnblp. 

VI — 0 »TtT»lIoo» atlh rcicT 
maan ud Sorei. 

till — Dnntadc V ork*. « 

IX.-.\Vnbdm Mditef'* Trarel*. 

X. — Toot la Italy and Second 
RotJence In Rome, 

XI — .klUcetbneoia Trartla 
XII —Early and Mbcellaaetaj* 
Lcttm. 

XIII — Cortaspotideoce altb Zeller 

XIV — RebaVe For. VeU Eattna 
, Dtr^a and Acb&lHd. 


OOLBSHTTH^ Works. A new 
Edition, by T W II GIbbt $ 
▼oia. Jr, mt 

OBAJdMOirrs Usmoln of tha 
Court of ChsiiM H Edited by 
Sir Waller Scott. Tofdber wiin 
the Boecoict. Tsact*. Inclodag 
(wo not before poUnbed, 4b. 
NcwEdItioo. y, 

GRAY'S Lettan, locdudln^ tbe 
Corrt ap oodcoce of Grey and 
klaaoo. Edited by ibe Rcr 
IX C. Towy, M.A. Not*. I 
and IT Jr. 6A cacb. 

GBHER AHTHOId>GT Tun* 
lalcdby GeorjcBatct*, klA. S' 

ORgHTT BOUA^OEB of HaOo- 
dom, Iiongtu and AohlSea 
Tatiitt— ad*., nji Adr«t*ra of 
Tbcacenea A CXiridtat Asoor* 
of Daybnb and ^ee t td Lom 
ef Osopbo and Leodpoa. Tnaa 
laled by Rcr R. Sutbt UA. 

OBXGOBTB Lettm os Uu 
ZirldsTtfoa. Dootrtsmi, A DuUee 
of the Obitxtlan RsUglon. By 
Dt OUothta Ortgory Ji W 

QREEKi:. XZABLOWB, and 
BSN JOM80N rocmt of 
Edited by Robett Bell Jr 6/. 

ORraM*B TALER WUi Ite 
NotMoflheOtlcInaL TranUitri 
j by kitv A Horn. Vnth Ifllro- 
dnoion Ity Aadtre ^^‘A 

arola Jt. 6-f earh. 

— Otsmiar aretbelt or ^er 
man Fairy Tale* aiul Pojalit 
Sioricv Cootalnliie 4 J Fairy 
Ttlrv Tfin*. by Upu Tiytce 
WUh namerooi Wooiknt* aftn 
Oeorte CuikibanV: and laxiwt^ 
Grla^ y 6 J * 

OBOBBI B Marao Vlaaenti 
TranilaJed by A. F D TIf 
BaUaJt im>1er«d Into 

\»tvt by c. u r y U 



Contained in Bolin's Libraries, 


1 1 


QTJIZOT’S History of the 
English Eevolution of 1640 . 
From the Accession of Charles 

I. to his Death. Translated by 
William Hazlitt. 3^. 6ff. 

History of Civilisation, from 

the Fall of the Romim Empire to 
the French Revolution. Trans- 
lated by William Hazlitt. 3 vols. 
35. M. each. 

HALL’S (Rev. Robert) Miscel- 
laneous Works and Remains. 
35. 6rf. 

HAMRTON OOITRT: A Short 
History of the Manor and 
Palace. By Ernest La.\v, B.A. 
^Vith numerous Illustrations, ‘i'f* 

HARDWICK’S History of the 
Articles of Religion. By the late 
C. Hardwick. Revised by the 
Rev. Francis Procter, M.A. Sr. 


HAUFF’S Tales. The ^ravan 
The Sheik of Alexa^na— Tim 
Inn in the Spes^rt. 
the German by S. Mendel. 35. erf. 

HAWTHORNE’S Tales. 4 vols. 

■IS. 6rf. each. 

j Twice-told Tales, and the 

Snow Image. 

II -Scarlet Letter,andthe House 

with the Seven Gables. - 

III —Transformation [r^eMa^le 

Faun], and Blithedale Ro- 


IV. 


mance. 

-Idosses from an Old Manse. 


Essays 
By W. 


AJSLITT’S Table-talk, 
on Men and Manners. 

Hazlitt. 3 ^- ' 

Lectures on the Lltoratnrc' 

of the Age of Elisabeth and on 

Characters.of Shakespeare s Plays- 

Lectures on the English 

Poets, and on the English Comic 
Writers. 3 ^- 

_ The Plain Speyer. Opinions 

onBookSjMen.andThings. 3 • 


■nnimd Table. 


HAZLITT’S Sketches and 
Essays. 3r. 6rf. 

The Spirit of the Age; or, 

Contemporary Portraits. Edited 
by W. Carew Hazlitt. 3r. 6rf. 

View of the English Stage. 

Edited by W. Spencer Jackson. 

3r. 6rf. 

HEATON’S Concise History of 
Painting. New Edition, revised 
by Cosmo Monkhousc. 5 -^- 
HEGEL’S Lectures on the Philo- 
sophy of History. Translated by 

J. Sibree, M.A. 

HEINE’S Poems, Complete 
Translated by Edgar A. Bowring, 
C.B. 3r. 6rf. 

Travel-Pictures, including the 

Tour in the Harz, Norderney, and 
Book of Ideas, together with the 
Romantic School. Translated by 
Francis Storr. A New Edition, 
revised throughout. With Appen- 
dices and Maps. 3r. 6rf. 
HELP’S Life of Christopher 
Columbus, the Discoverer of 
America. By Sir Arthur Helps, 

K. C.B. 3s. 6rf. 

Life of Hernando Cortes, 

and the Conquest of Mexico. 2 
vols. 3s. 6rf. each. 

Life of Pizarro. 3s. 6rf. 

Life of Las Casas the Apostle 

of the Indies. 3r. 6rf. 
HENDERSON (E.) Select His- 
toricalDoouments of the Middle 
Ages, including the most famous 
Charters relating to England, the 
Empire, the Church, &c., from 
the 6th to the 14th Centuries. 
Translated from the Latin and 
edited by Ernest F. Henderson, 
A.B., A.M., Ph.D. 5s. 
HENFRET’S Guide to EngUsh 
Coins, from the Conquest to the 
present time. New and revised 
‘ Edition by C. F. Keary, M.A., 
F.S.A. 6s. 

henry of HUNTINGDON’S 
Hilt . -I the ■’^vllsh. T'-'’ 
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BSHBTB (lCttth«w)Kzpo>lUoa 
oftbcBookofUtePialoia. 51. 

HEIiIODOHUB. Thei^f(EDes ajul 
ObAriaV*. — Sit Gunx Ro- 
UMCEX 

rihftODO'TUb Tranihted by ibc 
Rer Htiny C*ry M A. 6^ 

— Hotw oc, Origlatl aod Se 
kctert from the b«t Commeota 
tow. Bt D ^ Tnrticf M A. 
With Coicmrcd Ittp. 5*. 

— AcalTali *od SnmmaiT of 
ByJ T 'Wb*d« 5x 

H BWlnP QAXtZiOCAOSOSi aod 
THSOOKIS, Trotiilited the 
Rer J Bashi, &LA. ^ 

HOSTMANirs (R T W ) Th* 
B«ntpilon Bnthnn. Tmuhted 
from the Germaa by hL-CoLAla 
E*riQ{ 3 Totv }/ 6 tf each. 

HOliRXrbTB Doom of Doath 
•cod Kbla Octa. UpwlLi^Ua< 150 
Sobjeett, ocntoil la Caetlalie, 
with tflUodoedoa and De>er{(v 
tioaa by Frueb Dooee aod Cn 
Tbotnaa Frof^tiall IXbdeo. jj 

H0hQ3l‘8 Xbad. Tn&^ed tnto 
Engluh Prom by T A. Rockley 
O. ss 

Odynoy llymtta, Epipama. 
aod Battle of the Fron aiMlMKe 
Truttlatrd hito Ei^uh Prom by 
T A. BoeWey, bA- 5; 

— Sei mis* Pore. 

HOOPER'S (O ) Waterloo Tba 

HowmfUl ef the First Hapo- 
lecn a Ilblory of the CarapiicQ 
ol 1815. By GeofC' Hooper 
tNItb Mapa and Plant, j/ 6ti 


HTTOOH (VlotOTl Brantatle 
Worica. Heraani—Rny Bla»— • 
t The King a DlrcTsiocL Traittlatcd 

Mra, Kewtoo Croalasd and 
L. Sioo. 31 6J, 
Poeaiai,chleflTLTTkaL Tnsa- 
kted by Tviem Wraers,DOw firA 
cohectri by J n Im WORasa. 
Jr Si 

HUJIBOLBT'S Ooamos Ttua- 
laied by E. C Otti, B- II Panl, 
atid W h. Dallas, F IIS. JtoIs. 
Jr each, cxtepdagVohV jr 

Penoaal KarraUre of hR 

Travels to the Eqaiooctlal Reebes 
of Ametka darluc the yws 1799- 
1%^ Traaalatea by T Rosl^ j 
T of*> jr each. 

— Ylemof Hatara. Tnmlaled 
by E. C Oaf afid IB C Bohn. 
P 

HUMpHtUlW OoiQ OoBeotor^ 
Maanal ByH H llncphreyi. 
with p p wud a of iao TQstratiem 
OQ t\0M and Steel aroti. Jr 
each. 

HtJHOAITT \ Its llbtory and Re* 
vohiuoiv lepetheT whh a coyfoos 
Memoir of Kosnth. jr. 

HtrrOHlKBOn (OoUmel) Ua. 
aKdn of the life ot By bh 
\Mdow, Leer j locetber with her 
Aatobiocrap^, aM ajs A cc o on t 
of the ij LAibotn Hovie. 

V U- 

HUNT'S Poetry of Boitnem. By 
Rlchanl llonu ^ Edlikio, re 
vised and enkii:;ea. jr * 

IN DIA B ETORE THE BEPOT 
MUTIKT A Plotortal, D*> 

* acnpttre, and Hlitorical Ad 
ootmt, from the Earlkst Tloea 


— ~ The Oanpalfn of Sedan 1 to the Asnexatioa of the Pan^ 
The Downlall of the Secood Em w(ih aptratdt of too Eicnvmc* 
plre, Aoent - Septmher 187a. on \\om, and a >Up. jr. 

\\ith General Map and Sn llant mOULPH'S Chrtmkdei* of tha 
of Battle Jr W. Abbey of Cmyland. whh the 

HORACE. A new literal Proae CoMTIHttATiOt by Peter of lUoii 
baoilaUon, by A. llamCUoo Bryet, and other JtrftrrL TruBkled by 
LUD jr. W. IB T. RPty, MA jr 
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IRVING’S (WnfihlnBlon) Com- 
plelo vv or)v3 . i5vo!5 . With Tor- 
tmits, &C. 3^. b-i. each. 

I. — Salmapundi, Knichcr- 

l>ockcr's Ilislor^' of New 
York. 

II. — The Skctch-lJook, and the 
Life of Oliver Goldsmith. 

III. — Bracebridge ll.all, Abbots- 

ford .and Ncwstc.ad Abbey. 

IV. — The Alhambra, Talcs of a 

Traveller. 

V. — Chronicle of the Conquest 
of Granada, Legends of 
the Conquest of Spain. 

VI. 6c VII, — Life and Vopgcs of 
Columbus, together with 
• the Voyagc.s of his Com- 
panions. 

VIII. — Astoria, A Tour on the 
Prairies. 

XI. — Life of Mahomet, Lives of the 
Successors of Mahomet. 

X. — Adventures of Capt.ain Bon- 
neville, U.S.A., WoKert’s 
Roost. 

XI. — Biographies and Miscella- 
neous Papers. 

XII. -XV, — Life of George Wash- 
ington. 4 vols. 

Life and Loiters. By his 

Nephew, Pierre E. Irving. 2 vols. 
3r. 6J. each. 

ISOCRATES, The Orations of 
Translated by J. H. Freese, M.A. 
Vol. I. 5r. 

JAMES’S (G. P. R.) Life of 
Ribhard Cceur de Lion. 2 vols. 
3r. 6 (i. each, 

The Life and Times of LoulSj 

XTV. 2 vols. 3r. bd. each. 

JAMESON’S (Mrs.) Shake- 
speare’s Heroines. Character- 
istics of Women: Moral, Poetical, 
and Historical. By Mrs. Jameson. 
3r. 6d. 

JESSE’S (E.) Anecdotes of Dogs. 
With 40 Woodcuts and 34 Steel 
Engravings. Sr. 


JESSE'S (J. H.) Memoirs of the 
I Court of England during the 
j Bolgn of tho Stuarts, including 
the Protectorate. 3 vols. With 
42 Portraits. 5r. each. 

I Memoirs of tho Protendora 

1 and their Adheronts, With 6 
Portraits. 5J. 

JOHNSON’S Lives of tho Poots. 
Edited by Mrs. Alexander Napier, 
with Introduction by Professor 
Hales, 3 vols. 3r. 6(/. each. 

JOSEPHUS (Flavius), The Works 
of. Whiston’s Translation, re- 
vised by Rev. A. R. Shilleto, M.A 
With Topographical and Geo. 
graphical Notes by Colonel Sir 
C. W. Wilson, K.C.B. 5 vols. 
3/. 6d. each. 

’ JOYCE'S Sclentlflo Dialogues. 
Witli numerous Woodcuts. 5r. 

JUKES-BROWPIE (A. J.), The 
Building of the British Isles: 
a Study in GcogT.aphical Evolu- 
tion. Illustr.alcd by numerous 
Maps and Woodcuts. cndEdition, 
revised, 7r. 6d. 

Student’s Handbook of 

Phyeloal Geology. With nu- 
merous Diagrams and Illustra- 
tions. 2nd Edition, much en- 
larged, y.r. bd, 

JULIAN, the Emperor. Contain- 
ing Gregory Nazianzen’s Two In- 
vectives and Libanus’ Monody, 
with Julian’s extant Theosophical 
Works. Translated by C. W, 
King, M.A, 5J. 

JUSTIN CORNELIUS NEPOS, 
and EUTROPIUS. Translated 
by the Rev. J. S. Watson, M.A. 

JUVENAL, PERSIUS, SUL- 
PICLA and LUCILIUS. Trans- 
lated by L. Evans, M.A. 5^. 

JUNIUS’S Letters, With all the 
Notes of Woodfall’s Edition, and 
important Additions. 2 vols. 
bd. each. 
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KAKT^ OrtUQU* of Ftcn Bauon. 
TrunUted t^J ^L D MdUc- 
John. U 

Froloiomenn and Meta* 

pbT«loairogndatkiniofyatnTal 
Bohmoo. Tninlated bj & Belfort 

11 * 1 . 5 / 

KBIOHTLirrfl {Thoinai) My 
tkolocr of Andcnt Qrwoe and 

Italr 4th Edltk^ rerbed hy 
Leourd Schnrftt, Fkt)- 1 X.D 
With 13 PUtea fr» the Aatiqae. 
5 * 

Falrj Ujtholonr QhttmUve 
of the Romance and St^pentitjoo 
of Varknu Coontrlea. RerUed 
Edltkm, with FrontUplece tiy 
Crnnuhank. 51 

ULTOWT AINU’S rabfoe. Tran*- 
Uted Into Eogfiih Vene b? EUrer 
Wright. KewEddloo arilhNote* 
hfl CV M GflA*. Ji,6i 
UtMAHTPrars BiftorT of the 
OtrocdJsU. TnauUtedb7tt T 
R/d* j mli- jr 6/ aih. 

>«--> of iba ReetmaUon 

of JCOTtarobrinFraneeia Seqnel 
to the IlUtf^ of the Giroodlsts) 

4 roU. y bd each. 

of the Trench Re- 

Tohrtfon of 164 ® ji 6 / 
LAMB'S (Oharlea) EeBayi of Bha 
and Eltona. C^plete Edltfoo. 
Jr W 

Speotmena of TTrutlih l>ra 
matlo Foetf of the Time of 
misabcth. y bn 

Meiaorlala and LeUere of 

Oharles Lamb Bj Serjeant I 
Taltbotd New tdUkirv, renied 
Xj W Catcw llaxlltt 3 ToU. 

31 W each. 

— Taira from Shaheapeare 
Urih JJJffti/jjiiwH irS/aar 5hJ»' 

1 <W 

LANCrs HUtoTT of PatnUng la 
lU^ ftota the PcTlod of the 
RtTlTml of the Fine Art* to the 
Ijrd of the nchtecnlh Ccatni^r 
Tnn»Uled Uy Thwaai Rfweor { 
3 tM*. jr At each. I 


LAFPBNBZRa B EUtorj of 
Bnghiad nnder the Aiiglo 
Saaxm Elngi. Translalad {7 
B. Tborpe, F.S.A. Ntweditfoti 
Ttrbed by E. C. OttA a tcil*. 
jr 6J earn 

LBOTUEEB ON PAlKTlNO 
by Butt, Opfe, Fa«ll Edited 
R. Womam. Jr. 

LBONARDO DA VINOI 6 
Tieattee oc Painting. iW** 
tated by T P Rlgutdi R.Ah 
W ith a lAk of Leccardo by Jobs 
WUUaa Brown. With naicimu 
rinc*. jr 

liEPBTDB’B LetUra from Egypt 
I Ethiopia, ac'ii tha Penlcaola of 
BlnaL Traoilalcd by L. and 
J B. Homer \Mib ilapi. jt. 

LMSIHO’B I>nua*tlo Worka 
Cenefete. Edited by Eroert BeO 
M.A. ^^ 1 th Hcdou of Lenirg; 
by Helen ZlouiMra. a vob. 
jj W each. 

— . LaokooD. Dnunatlo Note*, 
and the RepTwentaUem ot 
Death br th* Anelenta. Tnnv 
Uted by Bculey and Helen 
Ziamein. Edited by Edward 
Ben, M.A. iMlh a Froolliciece 
cd the laokoon groep. jntW 

LILLTB InlrodaoUon to Atbo- 
lofy IMih a GaaMMAa or 
AiraoLOOT and Tahien fof^Cab 
cnUiisgNatiTbk«.hyZadUeL ji. 

LTTm niitoryofRome. Traai 
• Uted byl>r SpQUn, C. EdiaoadJ, 
and otben 4 5' 

LOCKE'S PhUoeopSWl Wortca 
Edited byl A Sujolia. artd 
jr 6al each. « 

liUe and lAttarr By Lmd 
Klog. 31 64 

LOCKHART (J O)— Jr/Butsi 



Cojiiaincd in Bokn's Libranics. 


IS 


LODGE’S Porlralts’of Illustrious 
Pcrsonsgos of Great Britain, 
with Biographical and Historical 
Memoirs. Portraits engraved 
on Steel, with the respective Bio- 
graphies un.ahridgcd. 8 vols. 5r. 
each. 

LONGFELLOW’S Pvobo 
Works. Wth i6 full-p.age Wood 
Engravings. 5i. 

LOUDON’S (Mrs.) Natural 
Hlstor'jr. Revised edition, by 
W. S. Dallas, F.L.S. With 
numerous Woodcut Ulus. 5r. 

LOWNDES’ BIbUographer’s 
Manual of English Lltoratiurc. 

^ Enlarged Edition. By H. G. 

’ Bohn. 6 vols. cloth, 5r. c.ach. 
Or 4 vols. half morocco, 2/. or. 

LONGUS. Daphnls and Chloe. 
—Set Greek Romances. 

LUOAN’S Pharsalla. Translated 
by H. T. Riley, M.A. $5. 

LUCIAN’S Dialogues of tho 
Gods, of the Sea Gods, and 
of the Dead. Translate by 
Howard Williams, M.A. $s. 

LUCRETIUS. Translated by the 
Rev. J, S. Watson, M.A. 5r. 

LUTHER’S Table-Talk. Trans- 
lated andj Edited by William 
Hailitt. 3r. 6<f. 

Autobiography. — See 

Michelet. 

MAOHXAVELLI’S History of 
Florence, together with the 
Prince, Savonarola, various His- 
torical Tracts, and a Memoir of 
Machiavelli. 3r. 6(f. 

feALLET’S Northern Antlqul-’ 
ties, or an Historical Account of 
the Manna«, Customs, Religions 
and Laws, Maritime Expeditions 
and Discoveries, Language and 
Literature, of the Ancient Scandi- 
navians. Translated by Bishop 
Percy. Revised and Enlarged 
Edition, with a Translation of the 
Prose Ehda, by J. A. Blaclr- 
welb, 5^’ 


MANTELL’S (Dr.) Petrifactions 
and their Teachings. With n>i- 
mcrous illustrative Woodcuts. 6r. 

Wonders of Geology. Sth 

, Edition, revised by T, Rupert 

I Jones, F.G.S. With a coloured 
Geological Map of England, 
Plates, and upwards of 200 
Woodcuts. 2 vols. 7r, Crf, each. 

MANZONI. The Betrothed : 
being a Translation of 'I Pro- 
messi Sposi.’ By Alessandro 
Manaoni. With numerous Wood- 
cuts. gs. 

MARCO POLO’S Travels; the 
Translation of Morsden revised 
by T. Wright, M.A., F.S.A. 51. 

MARKTAT’S (Oapt. R.N.) 
Masterman Ready. With 93 
Woodcuts. 3j, 6rf. 

Mission; or. Scenes in Ahrica. 

Illustrated by Gilbert and Dalriel. 
3s. 6d. 

Pirate and Three Gutter.^ 

With 8 Steel Engravings, from 
Drawings by Clarkson .Stanfield, 
R. A. 3r. 6rl. 

Privateersman. 8 Engrav- 
ings on Steel. 3s. 6n 

Settlers In Canada. 10 En- 
gravings by Gilbert and Daltiel, 
3s. 6tf. 

Poor Jack. With 16 Illus- 
trations after Clarkson Stansfield, 
R.A. 3r. 6d. 

Peter Simple- With 8 full- 

page Illustrations. 31-. 6d, 

Midshipman Easy. With 8 

full-page Illustrations. 3s. Cd. 

MARTIAL’S^ Epigrams, complete. 
Translated into Prose, each ac- 
companied by one or more Ver-" • 
Translations selected from ■ 
Works of English Poets, 
otl -^6y. 
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J£JlBTlHliA.Tra Bi»- 

tar7 of Entfmd, &oia 1800- 
181J. 5/ 6<' 


l£ILTOirB?iot*'Watk». Edited 
byj A.St.jQhn, 5 toIi. y 6^ 
eicn. 


Elitory of tb* Thirty TTaMi’ 

A,B. 1815-46. 4 TOlv 

^ ea^ 

Sa CmtO/t Ptstiist Pkantfity 

UATTHSW PABI0^ SztgUih 
Klrtory Erora the Yemi t»5 to 
iwj, TnattUtod by Ret j A- 
Gfltt, D C.I- 3 tot*. 5*. c«iL 
MA.TTHIW OF ViTBSTKIN 
STXIE'S Flotren of Rletory 
6nn the be^linilng of (be World 
to4.D.i3o7 Tramkted by C. D 
Yonge, M.A. t toU. $1 Mch. 
MAXWElili^ 'VUtadm of w«l 
barton and tb* Brttiab Amlo*. 
Fnmtbpicce and 5 Portr&tt*. 51 
UCHZSIL BBlctory of O^rmsny 
from the EarUat Period to 184A. 

3 vob. 3r eadL 
KIOBAXL AKOXLO AJfT) 
yj>.i»gaTJ>, tbatr I.traa and 
Worta. By Duppa and Qtshjt- 
BKie de Qolocy >VUh Poitnll*, 
Knd Et^pmrioc* oo SteeL 5/ 
mOHEUrrS Lnlbaria Anlo- 
biofrapby Trtn*. by ^TUfaia 
Iltiiitt- \\ ith an Aptwidu (HO 

pafcr) of Note*. 3^ » 

BiataryoftbaFTfincbRaTO- 

httlon from Ui earflett ladk a t kta i ] 
to llrt fllabt of the Kinc In 1791 

y M- 

MiaUBT BElilCTi of tbePmiab 
BatolaU^ from 1789 to 1814- 
3*. 6 (i. 

MUX (J B.) Sally Baaaya by 
jobnotnaxlNQlL CoVWctcdfiooa 
Y»rkpos>ontcabyJ 'N M OIW)*- 
3*-«. 


- — - Poetloal Warkt, with a We 
ncdr aod Critkal Remarka by 
Jamas MooteDoar, an Index to 
FamfiuLQAjTo^'kVoballndex 
to all lije Poaota. and a Selective 
of Exfdaiiaton Notes by Uensy 
G Bobn. luottnued with l3o 
Wood ED t raripti from DrawinC* 
by W Hamy a xof*. j/ dS. 
aaeh. 

lol-rPOHDU pQu) (}xa VCiafa 
Shetcba of Rnril Cbaneter a^ 
Seamy With a Euparinci oo 
StctL a ToU. yt 6^ cash. < 

IfOUBBS'B Btamatlfl Worfca. 
A MW TrsnalttiaD la EoirQib 
Pnaae, by G H WaJL 3 rol*. 
jr 6a. each. 

KONTAOU Tba liaUara and 
Works of Lady Huy Wcenky 
Manteca. Edited by bta (mt 
gTSBdjpeuLord Wharac^fa 1 1^ 
non, and rvriaed by \N Wey 
Tbonai. New EdUioO« mfreX 
with 5 FoctniU. a ToU. 5*. each. 

HONTAIONlTSllaaya. Cottoo's 
TVamlaricai- rtriied by ^ G 
IlaxUtt New P-dHlnri. 3 TOU. 
3/ 6d. each. 

HONTXBQUIBU'B Spirit 01 
Laws. New Kdhlori, rtriaed and 
conrtted. By J ^ Prflctarf, 
AAI 2 ml*, 6^ each.* 

MOTLEY (J L.). Tha TOa of 

4 th0l>atobBepiabIje. Alibtory 
By John Lothrop MoOey New 
EdiBoCt with Bwpanhlm latro- 
d«Uon by WcbxbTJ D Conway 
jYoU. 3J. 6 ^ each. 


wTT.T.im (Pwfassorl. History 1 
PblkiaophiaaUyIBti^ated,ftoiit ' 
the Fall of the Roman bmplre to | 
th* French Reroteiloa- 4 lols. ' 
31 6 J. each 


MORPHY’S Oatnea of' Cbea 
Belriftha Matches and bestCaa^v 
played by ibeAiaeticanCb* TO [4ai , 
wUt Eaptanalofy and An*l7t*cal 
Mote* by J Loaeothal 5» 





' it; / 

Tt^UDIF/S l>;it5nh Birvln; nt, H,.,. 
Jvirv' nf thr Kc-'‘.hctC'5 • nf {hr 
-.1 1>y \V. 

C, !•. Wr.h 

O! {’.tO' S*":! 7 Co'.n'^lr'*; }'N*c' <'f 


Kt'.tXnDT.R pr. A.]. Htnlor/ 
or thr Chrlittnn BrVj-.icn nutl 
Ch'.srrh^ (u ' Oic 

hyJ.T(’t:cy. jovoh. e.'.cli. 

L'.fr or J» 'Ur Chr', **.. Ti.w- 

UtM! hv J. y.cFlir.t'v:': r.r.ii C. 

y.. Ai'. 

nirtcry o! th" Flrmtinp nnd 

Trr.ir.'.ng of Clirtn'Jr.n 

’Church by tho Apontlc^t. 

* Tf.tn‘ls:«t 5 in- F. Kyl.inii. 
: r<ih 3-'. 6r. c.^.ch. 

FTcmorlnls of Chrirtlivn Llfo 

Jn Uic Early and Middle AS '13 : 
indudin;! in Pl-iccs. 

Tr.rnc hy j. K. Hyland, jr. 6f. 

N'lBELTJNGIlK LIED. The 
Lay of the Nlbrlungn, tiicuic-ally 
Inin^Iaicd horn ihc I'ld Gcrnr.'tn 
IcJct Iry Alice lloUon, .and c<ii|cd 
by Kdvk'aid Bclh M.A. To which 
is prefixed the hsvay on tlic Niiic- 
luny.cn Lied by Thom.as Carlyle. 

Sf' ’ 

KEW TESTAMENT (Tho) _lu 
Greek. Gric^hach’i; Text, with 
various Readings at the fool of 
the page, and I’ar.allcl References 
ii the m.argin ; aho .a Critic.al 
Introduction end Ctironologic.al 
T.ahles. By an eminent Scholar, 

, with .a Greek and English Lexico: v 
3rd Edition, revised and corrected. 
Tv. o Eac'iinilcs of Greek Manu- 
scripts. vi 5 j Jiagcs. 5 ^- 

The Lexicon may be liad sepa- 
rately, price 2r. 

NICOLINI’S History of tho 

Jesuits: their Origin, 

Docin'ncs, and Designs. With b 
Portraits. 5r. 


Liiifitfitw. ly 

NORTH IR.) Lkrn r,f the Ripht 
linn. I'lnncti North, B iron Guild- 
ford, the I Ion. .Sir Dudley North, 
an 1 tin- linn, and Rev. Dr. Jolin 
North. By tlic Hon. Roger 
Nnrth. Togcriier nith the Auio* 
;t.'',diy of the Authiir, Edited 
by.\Ui;u-.Ut'. Jcs-.i<pp, n.l). . 3 vo 1 s. 
.V. 6 each. 

KUO ENT S (Lord) ATcmorlnla 
of Hnmptlcn, hln Party nnd 
Timm. Wiilj .a Memoir of the 
Autlu'r, an .Autograph Letter, and 
Portrait, y, 

OCKLEY (S.) History of tho 
Snmcpns nnd tholr Conquosta 
In Syria, Persia, nnd Egypt 
l!v Simon Ocklcy, B.D., Piofcsior 
of At-abic in the University of 
Cambridge. 31. 6.f, 

OLD ENGLISH CHRON- 
ICLES, incluiling Eihelwcrd's 
Chronicle, As'-erV Life of Alfred, 
Geoffrey of Monmouth’s Brili.sh 
lliMory, Gildas, Kcnnuis, nnd the 
sjninmis chronicle of Kicliard of 
Cirencester. Edited hy J. A. 
Gde.s, D.C.L. gr, 

OMANT (J. C.) Tho Groat Indian 
Eplca : the Stories of the Rama- 
YANA and the MAHAnilARATA. 
By John Campbell Oin.in, Prin- 
cijxal of Klials-a College, AmritE.ar. 
With Notes, Aj^ndiccs, nnd 
Illuslr.ations. 3r. 6A 

ORDERIGUS VITALIS' Ecolo- 
Blastloal History of England 
and Normandy, Translated by 
T, Forester, M.A. To which is 
.added the CHRONICLE OR St. 
Evroui.T. 4 vok. Ss. each. 

OYID’S Works, complete. Literally 
lr.ausl.itcd into Prose. 3 vols. 
gr. each. 

PASCAL’S Thoughts. Tr.anslatcd 
from the Text of M. A>,. uste_^ 
Molini' '■/ C. Kec.an Pa 
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yXiUTAHOH’S Liveo, Translated 

' by A. Stewart, M.A., and George 
I^ng, M.A. 4 vols. 3r. drf. each. 

Koi'als. TheosophicaJ Essays. 

Translated by C. W. King, M.A. 

Morals. Ethical Essays. 

Tr.mslated by the Rev. A. R. 
Shilleto, M.A. Sr. 

POETRY OF AMERICA. So- 
leotlons from One Hundred 
American Poets, from 1776 to 
1876. By W. J. Linton. 3r. 6d. 

POLITIOAIi CYOLOPiEDIA. 
A Dictionary of Political, Con- 

^ stitutional. Statistical, and Fo- 
» rensic Knowledge ; forming a 
Work of Reference on subjects of 
Civil Administration, Political 
Economy, Finance, Commerce, 
Laws, and Social Relations. 4 
vols, 3r. &d. each. 

POPE’S Poetioal Works. Edited, 
wth copious Notes, by Robert 
Carruthers. With numerous Illus- 
trations. 2 vols. Sr. each. 

Homer’s Mad. Edited by 

the Rev. J. S. Watson, M.A. 
Illustrated by the entire Series of 
Flaxman's Designs, Sr. 

Homer’s Odyssey, with the 

Battle of Frogs and Mice, Hymns, 
&c., by other translators. Mited 
by the Rev, J. S. Watson, M.A. 
With the entire Series of Flax- 
tgan’s Designs. Sr. 

— Life, including many of bis 
Letters. By Robert Carruthers. 

J With numerous Illustrations. 5^. 

POtrSHKIN'S Prose Tales: The 
Captain’s “JJ^ughter — Doubrovsky ! 
— The Queen of Spades — An 
Amateur Peasant Girl — The Shot 
— Thfe Snow Storm — ^The Post- 
master — The Coffin Maker — 
Kirdjali — The Egyptian Nights — 
Peter the Great’s Negro. Trans- 
lated by T. Keane. 3r. (>d. 


PRESCOTT’S Conquest of 
Mexico. Copyright edition, ^vlth 
the notes by John Foster Kirk, 
and an introduction Iw G. P, 
Winship. 3 vols. 3/. bd. each, 

Conquest of Peru. Copyright 

edition, with the notes of John 
Foster ICirk. 2 vols. 3r. bd. each. 

Reign of Ferdinand and 

Isabella. Copyright edition, 
with the notes of John Foster 
Kirk. 3 vols. 3J, bd. each. 

PROPERTIUS. Translated by 
Rev, P. J. F. Gantillon, M.A., 
and accompanied by Poetical 
Versions, from various sources. 
3r. bd. 

PROVERBS, Handbook of. Con- 
taining an entire Republication 
of Ray’s Collection of English 
Proverbs, with his additions from 
Foreign Languages and a com- 
plete Alphabetical Index; in which 
are introduced large additions as 
well of Proverbs as of Sayings, 
Sentences, Maxinos, and Phrases, 
collected by H. G. Bohn. 5 -^' 

PROVERBS, A Polyglot ol 
Foreign. Comprising French, 
Italian, German, Dutch, Spanish, 
Portuguese, and Danish. With 
English Translations & a General 
Index by H. G. Bohn. 5x. 

POTTERY AND POROELAIN, 
and other Objects of Vertu. Com- 
prising an Illustrated Catalogue of 
the Bernal Collection of Works 
of Art, with the prices at which 
they were sold by auction, and 
names of the possessors. To which 
are added, an Introductory Lecture 
on Pottery and Porcelain, and an 
Engraved List of all the known 
Marks and Monograms, By Henry 
G. Bohn. With numerous Wood 
Engravings, Sr. ; or with Coloured 
Illustrations, lOr. 6d. 

PROUT’S (Father) Rellques, Col- 
lected and arranged by Rev. F. 
Mahony. New issue, with 21 
Etchings by D. Maclise, R.A. 
Nearly 600 pages. Sr. 
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An Alphabetical List of Books 


QUIKTILIAITB In*tltate« oi 
OrmUffj, or E^ooulon of m 
OnloE. Tmwlated tbe Rer 
J S. WttKm, M>A. s tdU. 
euh. 

BAOZNZ'B {Jmn) r>mBctlQ 
Work!. A ipttTfaJ Eagiiih tct 
doc. ByR. Brace Bonr^ ILA. 
Oxoa. 1 rok. Jr ea^ 
BAHEirS Hlftcn7 of the Ptipei, 
their Church utd State, and capC' 
eiaJIj of Qcai^teti with f 4 t> 
teatuitkiD In tbe l6di and 17th 
c ec lmW . TtamUted by & 
Fodoi 3 Tola. jz. 6/. earn. 

BUtory of torlji and tbe 

Berrlan Berolidlaa. With an 
Accomt of tbe losorrectkni tn 
Boaobu Tramlated by Ktra, Ken 
y 6A 

KBORElAinOlTB IB BHOOnwa 
Bj'CrtTee.’ Wlib 63 Ea fija yfaga 
en Weed after llamr, and 9 
Eagraalnp on Steel, chtdly after 
A. Cooper, P-A. 5/ ' 

RUKNZE’S IttMot Are Mt aotara. , 
Rerked and eokn^ by Tier , 
JG Wood, iLA. V,iih l8« ! 
Woodcut IPqatratbaa. Jr. 
HBTNOLD’S (Btr J) literary 
■WCBks, Edited by H W Beecby 
3 Toll, 3r 6 >i. each. 

BIOABDO on the Filnolplet of , 
FoQslonl Eo oa caay asd Tazn^ , 
tkm, E^ted byE C. K. Ooaaer, , 
iLA y. I 

RiaHTEB(JecnFaQl 7 rledrlah>. | 
lj»nsa,aTreatke on Edncatloo! 
locetbei with the AoioWoctapby 

a Fracmenth and a thoet Pre* 
cry Jdmov y. £ii 

Pkmw, rndt, and Thom 

Pleoea nthe Wedded LUe,I>cath, 
and ilanim of Flnohm Stank' 
but* Slebenkaet, Parbh Adrocata 
la the Parith of KahachttappecL 
Kcvlytramlated by Lu-CoLAlex. 
Ew^ jf C/ 


BOaBB DB HOVXDBlTfl An* 

TtaTa of Htn|tt«h SlstCsy, f«n n 
pikisf the Hbtory of England 
and of other CoQnt:M of Euope 
bratn A.D. ytf to A.TK laoi* 
Tnuulaled by^ T Riley, M*A. 
a TtdL jr each. 

BOaXB or WBKI> 07 XB*fl 
I nemm of Hlatory, c um prii lBC 
the Hmocy of EiwUnd froa tbe 
Deacent ex tbe atrona to ajx 
f ijc fijrmerfraacr&oJ tol£aUie» 
Pai& TnzHdatedbyJ A.Gnea, 
DCU iTois. Jr each. 

BOM B In t he NTNinitiarrH 
CDBnrrtTBT Cootalnisg a con^ 
pUte Accoont of tbe Rnloa of tM « 
Andeot Ctiy, the Remains of tbe 
Middle Ages, and tbe Mo mu aeota 
of Modern Thsfis. ByCA*Eatoci. 
Whb 34 Sled Eaffrarlngs. STolt. 
5a eai^ 

— - JW Beru* and 2 >tu 

BOSCMDB'S (W ) LUb and Booti 
fhnta d 1 ^ X. Thai ediUos, 
rerbed by Tbonsaa Rcocoe. s 
sola p. td, each. 

__ lub of Larenxo ds’ Madkd 
called ' the MacnlGcoiU* With 
hb j p o ema , lettcn, Ac. lotb 
Edhl^ TTTked, with Memoir of 
Roscoe by hla p 6 d 

BU'BSIA* Blatory from tbe 
caiiltal Period, coorpQed from 
the most astl^ttc toorcea *by 
Walter K. KeUy iVUh Pbrtralti. 

^jTolt jr each. ^ 

SALLUST, TLOBUB, and VBL- 
LXltJB PATEBOULUS, 
Traasktedby/ S.^P 5 t*m, 3 LA 
St 

BOHZLLBH’S Worka. Tmlated 
l^mlonbudi. yrola. Ja 6i 
each r— 

L—IItaocy of the Thirty Veuf 
VS'ar 
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Schiller's Works continued. 

11 . — History of the Revolt in the 
Netherlands, the Trials of 
Counts Egmont and Horn, 
the Siege of Antwerp, and 
the Disturbances in F ranee 
preceding the Reign of 
Henry IV. 

HI. — Don Carlos, Mary Stuart, 
Maid of Orleans, Bride of 
Messina, together with the 
'Use of the Chonxs in 
Tragedy (a short Essay). 

, These Dramas are all 
translated in metre. 

IV. — Robbers (with Schiller’s 
, original Preface), Fiesco, 

Love and Intrigue, De- 
metrius, Ghost Seer, Sport 
of Divinity. 

The Dramas in this 
volume are translated into 
Prose. 

V. — Poems. 

VI. — Essays, /Esthetical and Philo- 
sophical 

VII. — Wallenstein’s Camp, Pic- 
colomini and Death of 
Wallenstein, William Tell. 

SCHILLER and GOETHE, 
Correspondence between, from 
A.D, 1794-1805. Translated by 
L. Dora Schmitz. 2 vols. 31. 6rf. 
each. 

SOHLEGEL’S (F.) Lectures on 
t^e Philosophy of Life and the 
Philosophy of Language. Trans- 
lated by the Rev, A. J. W. Mor- 

, rison, M.A. 31. (>d. 0 

Lectures on the History of 

Llteraturo^Ancient and Modem. 
Translatecmom the German. 2s.6a. 

Lectures on the Philosophy 

of History. Translated by J. B. 
Robertson. 31. 6d. 

SOHLEGEL’S Lectures on 
Moaem History, together with 
the Lectures entitled Cesar and 


Alexander, and 'The Beginning of 
our History. Translated by L. 
Purcell and R. H. \^itetock. 
31. 6d. 

.fflsthetlo and Mlscellaneoufl 

Works. Translated by E. J. 
Millington. 31. 6d. 

SOHIiEGEL (A. W.) Lectures 
on Dramatic Art andLlterature, 
Translated by J. Black. Revised 
Edition, by the Rev. A. J. W. 
Morrison, M.A. 31. 6d. 

SCHOPENHAUER on the Four- 
fold Root of the Prlnolple of 
SufSolent Reason, and On the 
Will In Nature. Translated by 
Madame Hillebrand. 5r. 

Essays. Selected and Trans- 

1 lated. With a Biographical Intro- 
I duction and Sketch of his Philo- 
sophy, by E. Belfort Bax. 5r. 

I SCHOUW’S Earth, Plants, and 
I Man, Translated by A. Henfrey. 
With coloured Map of the Geo- 
graphy of Plants. 5J. 

SCHUMANN (Robert). His Life 
and Works, by August Reissmann. 
Translated by A. L, Alger. 3s. 6d. 

Early Letters. Originally pub- 

blished by his Wife. Translated 
by May Herbert. With a Preface 
by Sir George Grove, D.C.L. 
3r. 6d. 

SENECA on Benefits. Newly 
translated by A. Stewart, M.A. 
3s. 6d. 

Minor Essays and On Clem- 
ency. Translated by A. Stewart, 
M.A. 5r. 

SHAKESPEARE DOCU- 
MENTS. Arranged by D. H. 
Lambert, B.A. 35. 6d. 

SHAKESPEARE’S Dramatic 
Art. The History and Character 
of Shakespeare’s Plays. By Dr. 
Hermann Ulrici. Translated by 
L. Dora Schmitz, 2 vols. 3^. ' ’ 
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BHAXCatrEULRlI (WmtUD). A 

LKew/ Btofnpbj bj Kul EUt^ 
PIlD., LL.D. Tnahted by 
L. Dot» Sdfflrit*. Si, 

BHABKB (B.) Tbe HlrtoiT of 
XCTpt, fnao tbe EuD«it Tnoe* 
CUI the CaoTOext by the Anib«» 
A.i>, 64a By SumKi Sbxrpe, 
a Mcpi uk) epwdf of 400 Qa*- 
tnilrt Woodcoti. • TtdL $1. redi. 

SEJUUDAITB Dmntte WoifYs, 
Complete. 'With Life by G. G S. 
is. 6 ^ 

flIBUOKDrS Htetorr of Uw 
Utenton of the Booth ot 
XUTQjpe, T raubtad by Tbotuu 
Roecoe. i ToU. y. 6^. e»d> 

ffWTiTfl Synocynn end An 
tcmjmi, or Wordi cod 

their OppodUt. Rerbod EdI I 
thm. 5*. 

Bnoeyms Dborlmhuted. 

A DiclloTutry of SypcKiyroois 
tVorde lo the ElD|tfah Lea^ocK, 
•bovine the Aecotale iigaIfiaLll» 
of wo^ of dmOu- oecnlne 
Edited by the Rer. IL Percy 
Smith, M-A 61. 

SUTTE'B (AdUD) The Weahh of 
NfctioM. Edited br E. Bcifr-rt 
Bax. a Tob, ji 6 t, c*ch. 

Theory of KoiiJSenUmeiiti 

\Mtli a Ifecooh of the Aothor by 
Daf^ald Stevart. y 6J. 

BMTTH'B (Broftnar) X/Oehiree 
on Modern Hlrlory s rolx 
jT. each. 

BMTTGPS (Profeetor) Leotnne 
on the Trenoh BarolBtlotL 
a Tolx y. 6d. each. 

SMITH'S (Fye) Qeolofy end 
Scripture, and Editkeu 5t 1 

SMOLl.BTT*S AdTcatnm et I 
KoderlA Tlandom. Wih »hort 
Memoir and lUbUocrapby, and I 


8UOLLXTTS Adrentorw et 
Perefrine Kokle. With Bnilc 
gripfay tad Cnifkihaak*i Ilht* 
tieticrex arolL y. 6 sL cteb.^ 

The Bxpedttton of Hum* 

phryGUsher. With Btbllopapiy 
CroQcdiahk'a Ithutiatloiix. 

3/, w. 

SOOHATXS (ctmuunod ‘Boholae- 
tione’l Tltf Bool Mdeatlcel Hie 
toryoi (a. D. 305-445). TtroUted 
from the Greek, y. ' 
SOPHOGIJU, The Tra«edlee ot 
A New Proee TrarabCkei, with 
Memoh, Notes Ac., by E. T. 
Ccdcrldfe, iI.A. 31. ^ 

BOUTHBT^ Uto of Heleon.' 
with PoTtiahs Flans, and vp- 
waida of 50 Ec^riAc* cm Stm 
and Wood. y. 

LUh of Woelay, and the Rhe 

cod P re greo of Xlethodlsav Sn 

I Bobtit BeutberT The Stnty 

fj his life vrittnn m bk Ldlcrs 
Edited by Jcdia l!>es&la 
Bozoumrs Eotiertietintl HU- 
toty. Traaalated from the Greek. 
To^et with the EcojaiAtn- 
CAJ. lltiTotT or FiULmrot* 
OIOS ts epilomlred \n Fbothn. 
TransUted by Rer. E. Walfwd, 
M.A 5 . 

BFTNOZA'8 ChWWork*. Trans- 
faded, with lBtxortoctioti,byR.ll-M 
EJwe*. * y. each. ^ 
BTANUTTB Ofawslflod Byno^" 
of the Prlnalptl Fttntera of tha 
< Batch end neiolab Sohool% 
^ OewBC Stanley. St 
STASLISfaViMlts^ebisIA-odt 
eir Women. Wlih 14 Sled Eo 
pattnc'- S’ 

aTAUNTOSrS Ohe»# -^leyc/c 
Biindbook. y. 

— Oh«n Praxis A Sopplemtnt 
to the Cher< plrye/* I(aiHn»vA 


in /ionn's Lih n 


nrs. 




STAUKTON'B ■ pltxycr'n ' 

CPinpunlOT'. n M'rpn- 

!;'c •'!> OiM' , ('ullcoiion <<f Mnich 
(JanicA, .mtl n Sc’.ccli-'ii i>f Oii^nnal 
I’ttiMcnv-. ^ 1 . 

Ch(^^ Tovmmtnt'nl of 1851 . 

Wi'.h InitixUicliPn aiuI Note;. 5». 

STOCKHARDT’S Exj^iOrimonlAl 
Chomlfstry, IMitctJ liy C. \V. 
Hc.itc>n, F.C.S. 5r. 

STRABO’S OcogKiphr. Tran>.- 
hy W. I'.nkoncr, M.A., ' 
anil n. C. HaniiUon. "5 vols. i 
5r. p/ch. 

STRICKLAND'S (Agnea) LIvea 
of Uic Queens of England, from 
the Norman Conque.';!. Rcvi.<;etl 
Kdition. \Vjih 6 Porirails. 6 vols. 
5f, each. 

Life of Mary Queen of Scots. 

z vok, 5f. LMcl). 

Lives of the Tudor and Stuart 

Prlnccpaes. With PorU.aits. <^s 

STUART and REVETT'S Anti- 
qulllcB of Athens, and other 
Monuments of Greece. With 71 
I’lates cnpr.ivcd on Steel, .and 
numerous Woodcut Cajntals. 51. 

SUETONIUS’ Llvoa of thoTwclvo 
CEDsara and Lives of the Gram- 
marians, lliynisun’.s (r.inslatK»n, 
revised by T. I'orc.stcr. 51. 

SWIFTB Prose Work.s. Edited 
l)y Temple Scott. With a Bio- 
graphic.al Introduction by the Right 

» Hon. W. E. II. Lecky, M.P. 
With Portraits and Facsimiles, 
12 Tol.c. 3 r. 6a', each. 

[ Vols. I.-X. 7 »aily, 

I, — A Tale of a Tub, The Battle 
the Books, and other 
early works. Edited b}' 
Temple Scott. With a 
Biographical Introduction 
‘ by W. E. H. Lecky. 

II,— Thejournal to Stella. Edited 
by Frederick Ryland,M. A. 
With 2 Portraits and Fac- 
simile. 


Sv.'ir 1 ’.s Pr.o ■!: WfutKS lonthmed. 

I II. A I\’, —Writings (Id Religion and 
the Church. 

V . — 11 i.-iinrical .and Polilical 
Tr.acl‘< (English), 

\ 1. — The Drainer’s Letters. 
With far-imilcs of Wood’.- 
Coinngc, Ac. 

VI 1. — Historical and Poiitic.al 
Tracts (Irish). 

III.— -Gulliver’s Travels. Edited 

by G. R. Dennis, With 
Portrait and Maps. 

l.V. — Contribuiions to Periodicals. 

X. — Ilisiorical Writings. 

XI. — Literary Ess.ays. 

(/;/ preparaliot). 

XII. — Indev and Bibliography. 

[A; preparation. 

STO'WE (Mrs. H.B.) Uncle Tom’a 
Cabin. Illu.siratctl. 3r. 6rf. 

TACITUS. The Works of. Liter- 
ally translated. 2 vols. Sr. each. 

TALES OF THE GENII. Trans- 
lated from the Persian by Sir 
Charles Morcll. Numerous Wood- 
cuts and 12 Steel Engr.avings. $s, 

TASSO’S Jcrusnlom DeUvored. 
Translated into English Spenserian 
Verse by J. II, Wiflen. With S 
Engravings on .Steel and 24 Wood- 
cuts by Thurston. 5r. 

TAYLOR’S (Bishop Jeremy) 
Holy Living and Dying. 31. 6(f. 

TEN BRINE.— iVr Bkink. 

TERENCE and PH 7 EDRUS 
Literally translated byH, T. Riley 
M. A. To which is added, Smart"' 
Metrical Version of Phardrus, 51 

THEOCRITUS, BION, MOS 
CHUS, and TYRT-ZaUS. Liter 
ally translated by the Rev. J 
Banks, M.A. To which ate af 
pended the Metrical Versions c 
Chapman. Sr, , * 





An Alphabetical List of Bocks 


THKOBOHBT md EVAOEITTB. 
Hlstoriex of the Qnnch from A.D. 
331 to A.1^ 4*7 t and from 

431 to A.D.544- Truuktcd. 51. 

THIBHBT’B Hlftorr of the 
Oongont of ZngUnd "bj tb« 
Nonnuu Tmubited br WU- 


WZLLTNOTON, Ylotoile* 
St* Maxwxll. 


WBBKBB’S Templari j 
OrpTOM, Ttmiabled bj &A.i 
Leiri*. 3A fj. 


Nonnuu Tmubited br WU- 
Ikm HuHtU 1 ToU. y. G& aub. 


TKDOtDrDBS. The Pelopoa- 
ZMCtenWer. lilenllj tnasl&ted 
by the Rer. H. Dtle. » toU- 
3x. 6 ii. each- 

An AselycU Btumnexy 

of. By J. T. Wbtder jt, 
THUDIGHlJM ( J. li. W.) A Tm 
tlMon'WlQeA mntxued. y. 


T TRW fl rDr. A.) Ooibm SfenoA-o- 
tme of Oreeit BzltadzL Edited 
by F- L. SttriraomH. * toU- 
cteh. 

FhQoeoptayof KftnoikottzrM. 

Edited by F' L. Simtoaodi. 7/. (Ul 
rAAABTB Idw of the mo«t 
Bmbwnt Faintan, Soaipiot*, 
umI AnhltsebL TrtmUted by 
Uit. J. Fo*Ca::i with c CooEaea* 
OUT by T. P. Klchter, Ph-D. 6 
y. bd. each. ^ 

itujuij. A literal ProH Tcaof- 
by A Hamtltoo Birce, \ 
LUD WUh PortndL J». W. I 
VOLTACaim Talei. Trualated 
by R- B. BosvdL Cooulobts 
Bebooc, MemnoivCaodide, L'lo- 
C^n, and other Talei. 31, 64. 
WALTOHTI Ooraydet* Antfar. 
£<Bled by Edward !«•& \S’Ub 
Portrait utd *03 En^rtn;! oa , 
Vt’ood and *6 Enf^rlsgi oe ' 
Stesl. 51. 

idTM of Docoo. Hooker, Ko. \ 
AVir Eirciw fertaeJ iy A f £ 
Bollen, whh a klmolr of Imk . 
WaltoQ by VVm- DowUnc. ^YHb 
enmetma Tnutratkais. 5/. 
WELUHOTON.lJfeof. By'An , 
Old SotdUi.' From the matcilaia 
of Uaxvtlt Whb Index and 18 - 
Steel ^njmTuiC'* 5^ 


WESTBOPP (H. M.) A Htni 
booh of Arobnolocy. Eerptiju 
Ore^Elnsoui,BoiBAn. IHti 
trated- y 

WHITER Natonl Klitery « 
Belb ome. Whh Noiei by S 
WnUas) JaxdiDe. Edited hy Ec 
ward Joe. With 40 Fortrali 
and enfooTcd Plates. 51. t 

WHEATLZT^ ABatloiml IDui 
tntbn of the Booh of OornnMi 
Prayer, y 6d. 

•yTHEZLlPtB Hoted Hatsei o 
notioQ, Dtotlfmary oC 51- 


WIEBELXE'B Chronalofioa 
Byttopda of the Poor OoepeU 
Tra&alaCcd by the Rer. Qum 
Venables, jr. 6£ 


WILUlMonaALWESBURTB 
Obrerdo'e of the Blngi of Eng. 
laxuL Translated by tbe Rev. y 
Shrtpe. Edited by J. A GQea, 
D Cl* y 

XBKOPHOirS ‘Worts, Traa*- 
laied by the Rev. J. S. VTatioo, 
8LA.. and tbe Rev. IL Dole. la 
3 rob. y raffa. 

TOUNO (Arthttr). TriT^ bl 
Franoe dorltLS the yesra 1787, 
1788. sad 1788 Edited by 
M. Bdhjm Edvard*. 5^ 6^ 

— |Totir In Ireland, vhh 
General ObserralkiH oe the itate 


^ the CDontiT dnrlne th* yean 
f 7 ?^-T 9 ’ Edard W, 

Iloltoa. \VUh Coenpl^ Blbfto- 
mphy by T. P. Anderaon, and 
Map. 3 Tol*. 6/. etch. * 


THIiE-TlDB BTOBTCfl. ACof- 

lemkiD of Seand Inartu and North 


Gtnnaa Popolar Talw and Tra- 
dlUoos. Edited byETborpe. Jr. 


THE YORK LIBRAR 

A NEW SERIES OF REPRINTS ON THIN PAPER. 

The volumes are printed in a handy size (6-} x 4J- in.), 
thin but opaque paper, aud are simply and 
attractively bound. 

Price, in cloth, ?.s. net ; in leather, 3s. net. 

‘ The York Library is noticeable by reason of the wisdom and ini 
gence displayed in the choice of unhackneyed classics. . . . A 1 
attractive series of reprints. . . . The size and style of the voInmc.s 
exactly what they should be.’ — Bookman. 

' Cl»armingly tasteful.’ — Westminster Gazette. 

‘ Among favourite “ thin paper ” books none are better done than 
• admirable York Library. For a simple and attractive binding t 
volumes stand quite among the first of their kind. The price is 
shifh'ngs net, and they are exceedingly good value for the money.' 

St. James's Gazett 

’.These books should find their way to every home that owns 
cultivation.’ — Notes and Queries. 

‘ A series of books which for attractiveness and handiness would ta’ 
lot of beating.’ — Pall Mall Gazette. 

‘ One of the most beautiful series of books ever issued to the public, 
marvellously cheap.’ — Manchester Courier. 

The following volttmes are now ready : 

BURNEY’S EVELINA. Edited, with an Introduction : 

Notes, by Annie Raine Ellis. 

BURNEY’S CECILIA. Edited by Annie Raine Eli 

2 vols. 

BURTON’S ANATOMY OF MELANCHOLY. Edited by 

Rev. A. R. Shili.ETO, M.A., with Introduction by .A. H. Bull 
^ 3 vols. 

‘ Admirers of ” Burtorr’s Anatomy " can hardly hope for a better edition ’ 

Uforning Pos 

CERVANTES’ DON QUIXOTE. Motteux’s Translation, 

vised. With Lockhart's Etfe and Notes. 2 vols. 

COLEP^GE’S AIDS TO REFLECTION, and the Confessic 

of aiTfnquiring Spirit. 

COLERIDGE’S FRIEND. A series of Essays on Mon 

JPolitics, and Religion. • 

COLERIDGE’S TABLE TALK AND OMNIANA. Arrang 

and Edited by T. Ashe, B.A. 

DRAPER’S HISTORY OF THE IN.tELL ^TUAL D 

VKLOPMENT OF EUROPE. 2 vols. ' \ 


TmC VoRK LIBKARV— 


I ^IKRbO^S WORKS. A ncir edrtkm in s *1. 


IKKSONS WORKS. A new edrtkm 
If u fit'll Groiw;i; S-uinox. 

*,• 71/ cmJntti f/fJU cfinmrt art as ftOrj*! 7W. U 

urtttnt Afsa, /V4 //.-TX-JW T/WZ/J Ctmiaci UMj '/j 
‘~-’<fcistt -•s/ Sristf^t Ltttm M*i SaoalAoKsx AUmsa, • 

I^^/ r^arrtt Aa/». /V/ t' Farts. 

riEl.OIN'GS TOM ;ON’E.S. 3M>It 

ORSTA RO\fANORUM, or EBtertiininR Wonl Sttrt « 

t 7 ei/ MofiH Troulawd from the LtSn by ib< 

sw^'t, Krrijrdrditiwi.by \VrfVA*DH00«* M-A. 

'T# « V-n «iicfa« 

Li^-nrr • rrn^ i' ,iij 

(iUETfiE'S FAUST. Tnujjfaled In' 

nlttott. •itb .in lairodDction iihJ BibOofraphyby K ^ 

J tl O . Ph.D . I , ■ — ^ 

w- ^trllo^ ««1 IfWor^ fcy Dr Kiri »**. i' 

HAWTilOR.VE'S TRAKSFORMATiON (The MakBU**'^ 

IKVI.VG-S SKETCH BOOK. 


IRVING’S SKtrlCli JJUun- * ^ 

JAMESON'S SHAKES^R^S^^WES Cb« 

AmitobrMAniiBwAiJcux RCTWit! 

MONTAIGNE^ essays Co..oa'. 

W.CHtnjTT 3^^ ^ T «;{r ■nioroii MMt,^ 

MORE'S UTOPIA 


.-hhlntrodiitlodUdSo"-^ IVM < 

motleys „ 

ftoo tlj re.1 of 

PASCAL'S though r^cJ. "niirtJ fdir' 





.„irfoia.ir“- '^^g^gj,LA. : 

SWIFT'S JOUR ^LA. trance iliiil?*^,' 

„sSvSsv'®'“" 
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THE ALL-ENGLAND SERIES. 

HA14DB00KB OP ATHLETIC QAMSB, 


Tb* only MtIm at a medcrata ptIm, by Wrttm wbo an U 

tb« flnt nak ta U«li nq>*otln dapartmuita. 


* Tb* twt tattroatlcn on |UM« o 4 iporu br tW Int utborUiM, at tbtlomt 
prfen-'— OqVri Aafiotiu. 

flowO &TO. inaftad«L Frio* la 

OiWtet. Bj Pan* 0 Holi-ixd | Faudns. Bj^JLCauiouDpn. 
Oriolot. B7 tiw Hon. u«I B«t. “ ' ~ 


C. Lnmios 
Oroqtiel Bj lintt OeL tb« Hoo 

B.&TCESU1C 

Lawn Tennla. Bj H. W. W. 

IT m t anm a. Wttb a Okapur for 
ladlM, ^ blra EnxriU. 

SqxtMh Tamil, B; Snrid H 

tfrm. t>oabl« toI. ta 

Taimli and ^aok«ta tai. Ftraa. 
ByJgiwrtf tamra. Major J Bren, 
am Err J. kxtXM Care. 

OoU- By H. S 0 Ernuao 
PoabU raL ^ 

Rowlcf and BcoUtn*. By Got 


OyaUn*. By^H.Qamn,LAO,, 

■ O.U., ar,C. inti a otaptar lor 
l^lM, bf MW* !•» Wooa. Doabk 


■rei. la,'^ 


Rorrtnd azkd OdnlBnA. By W B 
WoQMam 

SaBlnf. By £. P. Enan, dbtW. ti. 
SwliPBUn^ By Uiarni aad J 


otit By A A IftBivm 
m. Do^datroL la 

By Pr J, D Hirwiao 


WIIMK. SoatikTJ. ta 

' By H. H, Oarmm- 
RjdlB^ By W. A, Ksaa. V a 
DeabhroL fa. 

Ladlu’Hldi&t. 5yWA.Kna,y a 
Boling- By H. O Au.ino« Wm. 
F rif oWf Hot* by Bat UalBaa. 


Wraitling. By Wama Aim. 
mow Xnr 

Broadfword and SlnfltftloL 
B7E.O.jLU-anoi WmaaaO.?aTt,> 
wna-Woun 

Oymnaatlos. By A F.fJran. 
DnU* nAt*. 

Oynnaatlo Oonpotltlan aivi Sli* 
play fixcrcdMA OcanpOad by 

f Oajr * 

TndKn Ohtba. By 0. T. B. Ooi 
•nr aad A. T Jmnr 
Dmab-balli. By F. Gair 
^otbaB — Bogby oiamct. By 
Bajlitt rimua. ^ 

7ootbaIl>-ABtoaUUo& Oaa* By 
a.W.Juae<t BrfW&ndM. 
Hooicn By F. A Owvcx. 
H** 

SWiiig. By Bevaui Anno. 

WUb a Obap^ for IaAm, fay Min L. 
CnTTaiw, aad a CMapUr m PpmA 
ttattar, by a F«B Sfaattr. DUrmS*. 
By Hxttooi Oman. 
Beondara TialdbaU, Bowla, 
Qnolta, OnrUng, BUtOet, Ao. 
By J M. wuzxa aU a a Mm 
Danolng. By Epvabo Soon 
PgafatoTaL fa 


TBS CLUB IBBIES Of OAfiP AlfP lABLZ OAEBA 
Cf 0 wt Unnlatoa abib oe eonity kflua afaoaU W vttfant tfak ■a•^d nrlM al fao« ka. 
BnaQ tra. dotfa, daibatad. rrtea li. aatk. 

Brldgt By 'TxxriAV’ ' Doanlnoaa lod SoBtaln. 

Wldit ByBr.'WM. Poia.P.B.a I Bynnewr* 


SoloWblit ByHomrF.Otfo. 
BtPtanli. By Ua}ar.G«ii, L. W. 
DXiTW*. f JLAA. Wttk a FtaCaea 
far W. J. KalL 

HUita on BDUards. By J F. 

Vmuns. Doafak roL fa. 

Obm. I^BobxbF Oaaxx. 

Tba Two-Kot« Gbasa ProbUm. 
ay%.0 dn. 

Cbaai Opantnga ByLOntmaa. 
Draugbta and Backiammoo. 

By * Btainri 

Bann! and Oo Bang 


BA*d4tii and (Mbbiga. 

By*BxiTixn4 
£aarti and X^ao^ 

By 'Bmxurr ' 

Fl^nat and BnbloonFlqnat. 

By ' BfaaxKUT.* 

Bkat. By hovta Dmtt. 


Ik 


Romd QamM, fawlsdlsg Pobar, 
tTiacheai fa»i Tlaft«(><a, X*. By 
Barm-WaAT. 

Parlour and Playgroond Oajeaa 


BELL’S CATHEDRAL SERIES. 

Profusely Illustrated, cloth, crown Zv 'o. \s. <od. net each. 

ENGLISH CATHEDRALS. An Itinerary and Description. Compiled by Umhs G. 
Gilchrist, A.Iil., M.D. ReHsed and edited with an Introduction on Cathedral 
Architecture by the Rev. T. Perkins, M.A., F.R.A.S. 

BRISTOL. By H. J. L. J. MassiI, M.A. 

CANTERBURY. By Hartley Withers. 5th Edition. 

CARLISLE. By C. King Eley. 

CHESTER. By Charles Hiatt. 3rd Edition. 

CHICHESTER. By H. C. Corlette, A.R.I.B.A. end Edition. 

DURHAM, By J. E. Bygate, A.R.C.A. 3rd Edition. 

ELY. By Rev. W. D. Sweeting, M.A. end Edition. 

EXETER. By Percy Addleshaw, B.A. 2nd Edition, revised. 

GLOUCESTER. By H. J. L. J. MassA, M.A. 3rd Edition, 

HEREFORD. By A. Hugh Fisher, A.R.E. and Edition, revised. 
LICHFIELD. By A. B. Clifton, and Edition. 

LINCOLN. By A. F. Kendrick, B.A. 3rd Erlition. 

' MANCHESTER. By Rev. T. Perkins, M.A. 

NORWICH. By C. H. B. Quennell. and Edition. 

, ; OXFORD. By Rev. Percy Dearmkr, M.A. and Edition, leviscd. 

PETERBOROUGH. By Rev. W. D. Sweeting, and Edition, revised. 

RIPON. By Cecil Hallett, B.A. 

ROCHESTER. By G. H. Palmer, B.A. and Edition, icviseU. 

ST. ALBANS. By Rev. T. Perkins. M.A. 

ST. ASAPH. By P. B. Ironside Bax. 

ST. DAVID’S. By Philip Robson, A.R.I.B.A. 

ST. PATRICK’S, DUBLIN. By Rev. J. H. Bernard, M.A., D.D, and Edition 
ST. PAUL’S. By Rev. Arthur Dimock, M.A. 3td Edition, revised. *■' 
ST. SAVIOUR’S, SOUTHWARK. By George Worley. 

SALISBURY. By Gleeson White. 3rd Edition, revised. 

SOUTHWELL. By Rev. Arthur Dimock, M.A. and Edition, revised, 
WELLS. By Rev. Percy Dearmek, M.A. 3rd Edition. 

WINCHESTER. By P. W. Sergeant, 3rd EdiUon. 

WORCESTER. By E. F. Strange, and Edition, 

YORK. By A. Clutton-Brock, M.A. 3rd Edition. 

Umfonn miik above Series. Now ready, is. iieC each. 

ST. MARTIN’S CHURCH, CANTERBURY. By the Rev. Canon Routledge, 
MJI.. F.S.A. 

BEVERLEY MINSTER. By Charles Hiatt. 

WIMBORNB MINSTER and CHRISTCHURCH PRIORY. By the Rev. T. 
Perkins, M.A. 

TEWKESBURY ABBEY AND DEERHURST PRIORY, By H. J, L. J. Mass^, M.A. 

BATH ABBEY, MALMESBURY ABBEY, and BRADFORD-ON-AVON CHURCH. 

By Rev. T. Perkins, M.A. 

WEST’MINSTER ABBEY. By Charles Hiatt. 

S' j.'RATFORD-ON-AVON CHURCH, ^y Harold Baker. 

J — ' - — . — 

BELL’S ^'JINDBOOKS TO CONTINENTAL CHURCHES. 

Profusely Ulustraied. Crenvu Zvo, doth, 2 s. 6(1. net each. 

AMIENS By the Rev. T. Perkins, M.A. 

BAYEU 35 . By the Rev. R. S. Mvlne. 

CHARTRES : The Cathedral and Other Churches. By H. J. L. J. Mass^, M.A, 

MONT ST. MICHEL. By H. J. L. J. Mass£, M.A. 

PARIS (NOTRE-DAME). By Charles Hiatt. 

ROUEN : The Cathedral and Other Churches. Bv the Rev. T. Pfukims M A 



